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^POETS,  HARBOURS,  WATERING-PLACES, 

OF 

GEEAT    BRITAIN. 


ILLUSTRATED    BY    VIEWS    TAKEN    ON    THE    SPOT, 

W.  H.  BARTLETT,  J.  D.  HARDING,  T.  CRESWICK, 

AND  OTHEKS. 


WITH  DESCRIPTIONS,  HISTORICAL  AND  TOPOGRAPHICAI,. 


VOIi.  I. 


VIKTUE  AND  CO.,   LIMITED.   CITY  EOAD   AND  IVY  LANE,   LONLiON. 


LIST     OF    PLATES. 


1^-  The  arran<rement  adoptcil  in  this  List  is  that  of  starting  fr.iin  the  metropolis,  and  following  the  line  of  the 
Eastern  coast  of  (ireat  Britain  as  far  northward  as  Banff,  and  then  returning  westward  to  the  Kiver  1  names. 
But  as  the  description  of  each  plate  is  complete  in  a  sin-le  leaf,  and  there  is  not  any  series  ot  folios,  the 
order  can  he  varied  at  the  taste  of  the  purchaser,  if  directions  to  that  effect  he  given  to  the  binder. 


VOLUME  I. 


Frontispiece  —  London,    Southwauk,    and 

Blackfriars  Bridges. 
Vignette — Tynemouth   Priory  and  LionT- 

nousE,  WITH  Life-boat. 
Harwich  . 
Yarmouth,  Norfolk. 

WITH  the  Quay  and  Shipping. 

with  Nelson's  Pillar. 

Cromer,  Norfolk. 

Hull — Kingston-on-Hull. 

Burlington  Quay. 

Flamborough-Head,  with  the  Lighthouse. 

Scarborough,  with  the  Harbour,  Castle,  &e. 

Whitby,  with  Monastic  Euins. 

FROM  THE  North-West. 

EoBiN  Hood's  Bay,  Yorkshire. 
Hartlepool. 

Sunderland,  with  the  Lighthouse,  South 
Pier. 

THE  Bridge  from  the  West. 

Shields,  Entrance  to  the  Harbour. 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  Town  and  Harbour. 
Blyth,  near  the  Harbour. 
Tynemouth    Castle,   with  Vessel  on   the 

EOCKS. 

cullercoats. 

Dunstanborough  Castle,  from  the  East. 

BY  Moonlight. 

Bamborough  Castle,  from  the  South -East. 

from  the  North -West. 

Castle  of  Holy  Island  and  Abbey  of  Lin- 
disfarn. 

from  the  Westward. 

Berwick  from  the  South-East. 
Leith,  with  the  Docks,  and  Edinburgh  in 
THE  Distance. 


Newhaven,  with  the  Piers,  Edinburgh. 
Dundee,  Entrance  to  the  Poet. 

FROM  THE  Fife  Side  of  the  Tay. 

Abbey  of  Arbroath. 

Montrose,  with  the  Harbour  and  Chain- 
Bridge. 

DUNNOTTAR   CaSTLE,   NEAR  StONEHAVEN. 

Stonehaven,  with  the  Town  and  Harbour. 
Aberdeen,  Entrance  to  the  Harbour. 

■ FROM  ABOVE  THE  ChAIN-BrIDGE. 

THE  Lighthouse. 

Slaines  Castle,  Seat  of  the  Earl  of  Eeroll. 

BULLERS  of  BuCHAN. 

Peterhead,  Town,  Harbour,  and  Lighthouse 

Macduff,  Town  and  Harbour. 

Banff. 

Port-Glasgow,  with  the  Pier  and  Docks. 

Greenock,  with  the  Custom-house. 

Beoomielaw,  with  the  New  Bridge,  Glas- 
gow. 

The  Solway,  View  acro.ss  the  Frith. 

Allonby,  Wateeing-Place,  with  Fishing - 
Boats. 

Maryport,  Town  and  Harbour,  English 
Coast. 

Maryport-Pier,  in  a  Storm. 

Woekington,  Cumbeeland. 

Whitehaven,  Cumberland. 

THE  Harbour. 

St.  Bees'  College,  with  the  Village. 

St.  Bees'  Head  and  Lighthouse. 

Fleetwood-on-Wyre. 

Blackpool,  Watering-Place. 

Blackpool  Sands. 

Lytham,  Lancashire. 

SouTHPORT  Sands,  Lancashire. 


THE 


PORTS  AND  HARBOURS 


OF 


GREAT  BRITAIN. 


TYNEMOUTH    LIGHTHOUSE    AND    PRIORY. 

OUE  present  engraving  is  a  view  of  Tynemouth  Lighthouse  and  Priory,  with 
the  life-boat  in  the  act  of  saving  the  crew  of  a  vessel,  which  has  struck  upon  the 
rocks  at  the  foot  of  the  cliff  on  which  the  lighthouse  is  built.  Tliis  incident,  so 
effectively  and  appropriately  introduced  by  the  artist,  Balmer,  who  has  frequently 
witnessed  the  scene  which  he  has  depicted,  is  peculiarly  characteristic  of  the 
neighbourhood  of  Tynemouth ;  for,  in  consequence  of  the  danger  of  the  entrance 
to  Shields  Harbour  in  stormy  weather,  with  the  wind  from  the  eastward,  more 
vessels  are  there  lost  than  at  the  entrance  of  any  other  harbour  in  Great  Britain; 
and  in  no  part  of  the  kingdom  has  the  value  of  the  life-boat  been  more  frequently 
experienced, 

The  view  is  taken  from  the  entrance  to  Shields  Harbour,  about  half  a  mUe  to 
the  south-west  of  the  lighthouse,  which  is  seen  rising  from  behind  the  extremitv 
of  the  cliff  which  overlooks  the  entrance  to  Prior's  Haven.  Towards  the  centre 
of  the  land  view  are  the  ruins  of  Tynemouth  Priory ;  while  farther  to  the  left,  in 
the  same  distance,  is  seen  the  castle,  now  modernised  and  occupied  as  a  garrison. 
The  fore-ground  to  the  left  is  the  bank  which  forms  the  south-western  boundary 
of  Prior's  Haven ;  and  the  rocks  which  are  seen  at  its  foot  are  a  portion  of  the 
formidable  Black  Middens,  which  lie  on  the  north  side  of  the  entrance  to  the 
harbour. 

The  principal  feature  ot  the  engraving  under  observation  is  the  view  of  the 
life-boat,  which  is  introduced  vdth  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  subject,  and  with 
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TVNKMOUTH  LIGHTHOUSE  ANb  PRIORY. 

a  feeling  and  a  character  of  truth  wliich  mere  imagination  can  never  inspire.  The 
downward  plunge  of  a  boat's  bows  among  broken  water,  wliile  her  stern  is  at  the 
same  time  elevated  by  a  slanting  wave,  was  never  more  happily  represented.  A 
person  who  has  been  at  sea,  may  almost  fancy  that  he'  hears  the  resounding  dash 
li  the  water  against  the  curved  bow,  and  tne  seething  of  the  angry  wave  as  it  rises 
on  each  side.  The  idea  of  motion  is  admirably  conveyed  in  the  representation  of 
the  wavf  labhlrig  over  the  floating  raist,  which  is  tossed  about  like  a  light  spar  by 
the  violence  of  the  sea ;  and  the  continued  inward  roll  of  the  water,  from  the  side 
and  bow  of  the  boat  towards  the  shore,  is  no  less  naturally  expressed. 

Part  of  the  hfe-boat's  crew,  with  most  of  the  oars  double-manned,  are  seen 
"  giving  way,"  with  strenuous  efforts,  through  the  breakers,  while  others  are  en- 
deavouring to  save  the  shipwrecked  seamen ;  and  one  of  the  men  at  the  steer-oar 
appears  to  be  encouraging  the  sailor  who  clings  to  the  floating  mast.  The  position 
of  the  boat,  with  her  stem  towards  the  harbou:-,  and  the  slilpwrecked  men  seated 
towards  her  stem,  indicate  that  she  is  returning  from  the  vessel,  the  top  of  whose 
masts  are  seen,  and  that  she  is  now  endeavouring  to  save  such  men  as  were  washed 
overboard  when  the  vessel  sunk.  The  flying  of  the  spray  declares  the  loudness  of 
the  wind ;  and  though  a  cheering  gUmpse  of  sunshine  appears  to  lUumlue  the  land, 
yet  the  dark  cloud,  which  seems  to  rest  upon  the  waters  to  the  right,  suSiclently 
informs  us  of  the  gloominess  of  the  prospect  when  looking  towards  the  sea. 

In  consequence  of  a  bar  of  sand,  which  stretches  across  the  mouth  of  the  Tyne, 
where  the  outward  current  of  the  river  at  ebb  tide  is  met  by  the  inward  roU  of  the 
sea ;  and  from  the  Herd  Sand  on  the  south,  and  the  Black  Middens  on  the  north, 
the  entrance  to  Shields  Harbour  is  attended  with  great  danger  when  the  wind  is 
blowing  hard  from  the  eastward  and  a  heavy  sea  running.  In  crossing  the  bar,  at 
such  a  time,  a  loaden  ship,  with  rather  a  heavy  draught  of  water,  will  sometimes 
strike,  and  unsliip  her  rudder ;  and  a  light  one,  in  consequence  of  being  struck  by 
a  heavy  sea  will  sometimes  broach  to.  A  vessel  thus  rendered  unmanageable,  is 
almost  certain,  with  the  wind  from  the  north-east  and  a  flood  tide,  to  be  driven  on 
the  Herd  Sand ;  and,  should  the  wind  be  blowing  strong  from  the  south-east,  she 
is  extremely  hable  to  be  thrown  either  on  the  Black  Mddens  or  on  the  rocks  at  the 
foot  of  Tynemouth  Castle;  more  especially  in  attempting  to  gain  the  harbour  after 
tlie  tide  has  begun  to  ebb.  In  the  latter  case,  when  vessels  have  been  too  late  to 
.•save  tide  and  are  land-locked,  and  when  it  may  seem  less  hazardous  to  attempt  to 
pas3  the  bar  than  to  bring  up,  with  evening  approaching,  on  a  lee  shore,  the  danger 
of  being  wrecked  on  the  rocks  to  the  northward  is  more  especially  Imminent. 


LONDON : 

/Hit  EilDGES  OF  LOXDOX,  SOUTHWAEK,  AND  BLACKFEIAES,  FROM  TiLE  StTitEEY  81US. 

"  0  could  I  flow  like  thee,  and  make  thy  stream 
My  great  example  as  it  is  my  theme; 
Though  deep,  yet  buoyant, — gentle,  yet  not  dull, — 
Strong,  without  rage, — without  o'erflowing,  full.'' 

De-nham. 

The  New  London  Bridge,  which  forms  so  striking  a  feature  in  this  View, 
is  justly  considered  the  finest  specimen  of  bridge-building  in  Europe.  It  is  alike 
the  admiration  of  strangers  and  natives,  and  unites  in  the  highest  degree  the 
useful  and  ornamental — elegance  of  design  with  solidity  of  structure.  The  first 
pile  of  this  superb  structure  was  driven  on  the  15th  of  March,  1824  ;  and  on 
the  27th  of  April,  the  following  year,  the  first  stone  was  laid  by  his  Royal 
Highness  the  Duke  of  York,  attended  by  the  Lord  Mayor,  a  distinguished  party 
of  noblemen,  gentlemen,  and  citizens,  and  a  great  concourse  of  strangers,  who  had 
assembled  to  witness  the  imposing  ceremony.  The  contracts  amounted  to  five 
hundred  and  six  thousand  pounds,  but  the  total  expenditure  more  than  trebled  that 
sum.  The  clear  water-way  is  six  hundred  and  ninety  feet  out  of  seven  hundred  and 
eighty-two — the  actual  width.  The  carriage-way  is  thirty-five  feet  wide,  and  the 
foot-paths  nine  feet  each.  The  central  arch,  of  the  five  of  which  it  consists,  is  one 
hundred  and  fifty-two  feet  in  span — one  of  the  largest  ever  known — it  is  twenty- 
nine  feet  and  a  half  in  height ;  and  there  is  no  weir,  or  fall,  as  in  the  Old  London 
Bridge.  We  are  thus  particular  in  the  measurements  that  the  reader  may  more 
readily  comprehend  the  magnificent  scale  upon  which  this  great  national  structure 
has  been  finished ;  and  it  may  be  an  additional  facility  to  this  purpose  to  state, 
that  of  granite  alone  one  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  tons  were  consumed  in 
the  building. 

After  six  years  of  incessant  labour,  it  was  happily  brouglit  to  a  successful 
termination  under  the  direction  of  the  late  John  Rennie,  Esq.,  of  whose  genius  as 
an  architect  it  is  a  splendid  monument.  The  opening  of  the  bridge  took  place  on 
the  1st  of  August,  1831,  and  gave  occasion  to  a  magnificent  festival,  which  was 
honoured  with  the  presence  of  his  late  Majesty  William  the  Fourth  and  Quuen 


Adelaide,  the  Lord  Mayor,  and  all  most  remarkable  for  rank  and  station  who  were 
at  that  time  in  London.  The  ceremony  was  of  the  most  gorgeous  and  gratifying 
description ;  and  the  water-pageant  which  accompanied  it  was  the  finest  ever 
remembered  on  the  Thames.  The  bridge  was  lined  with  tents  and  marquees, 
from  which  proudly  floated  the  national  standard,  with  numerous  flags  of  societies 
and  corporations,  which  gave  the  whole  a  strikingly  gala-like  effect.  Under 
these  a  superb  dejeuner,  consisting  of  all  the  luxuries  of  the  season,  was  servea  to 
the  nimiierous  assembly;  and,  to  give  additional  novelty  to  the  scene,  Mr.  C. 
Green,  the  celebrated  aeronaut,  ascended  from  the  bridge  in  his  balloon,  mucli  to 
the  gratification  of  the  spectators. 

Immediately  adjoining  the  Bridge,  on  the  right,  is  the  Steam-packet  Wharf, 
which,  from  the  constant  landing  and  embarkation  of  passengers  to  and  from  all 
parts  of  the  river,  is  a  scene  of  uninterrupted  stir  and  animation.  On  the  left  are 
the  Bridges  of  Southwark  and  Blackfriars,  with  the  magnificent  Cathedral  of  St. 
Paul's  in  the  centre  of  the  picture. 

The  Monument  (a  conspicuous  object  on  the  right  hand  of  the  engraving)  is 
a  magnificent  pillar,  erected  to  commemorate  the  great  fire  of  the  city  of  London, 
in  1666,  on  the  spot  where  it  first  began.  It  is  of  the  fluted  Doric  order,  and  the 
material  employed  in  its  erection  is  Portland-stone  of  tiie  best  quality.  It  is  one 
of  the  boldest  specimens  of  the  kind  ever  attempted,  being  two  hundred  and  two 
feet  in  height,  and  fifteen  in  diameter,  and  stands  on  a  pedestal  forty  feet  high 
and  twenty-one  feet  square ;  and  within  the  shaft  is  a  spiral  staircase,  consisting 
of  three  hundred  and  forty-five  steps,  formed  of  black  marble.  It  was  begun  in 
1671,  but  not  completed  till  seven  years  after,  as  the  great  demand  for  stone  in 
the  restoration  of  London  and  the  Cathedral  of  St.  Paul's  absorbed  nearly  all  that 
the  Portland  quarries  could  furnish.  Mr.  Elmes,  in  his  Life  of  Sir  Christopher 
JFren,  informs  us  that  the  Monument  was  at  first  used  by  the  members  of  the 
Royal  Society  for  astronomical  experiments ;  but  was  abandoned  on  account  of  its 
vibrations  being  too  great  for  the  nicety  required  in  their  observations.  This 
occasioned  a  report — extensively  circulated  at  one  time — that  it  was  unsafe  ;  but 
its  sound  foundation  and  scientific  construction  may  bid  defiance  to  all  attacks,  but 
those  of  earthquakes,  for  centuries  to  come. 

This  View  of  the  Metropolis,  from  Southwark,  is  exceedingly  grand  and 
impressive,  and  presents  a  faithful  picture  of  the  every-day  scenes  which  are  here 
passing  before  the  eyes  of  the  spectator — dazzling  his  eye,  and  filhng  his  mind 
with  those  images  of  unbounded  wealth,  power,  and  magnificence,  of  which  there 
is  no  precedent  in  ancient  or  modern  history. 


HAKWICII. 


Harwich  is  in  the  county  of  Essex,  and  lies  on  the  south  side  of  the  estuary 
formed  by  the  confluence  of  the  Stour  and  the  Orwell,  about  sixty-two  miles  to 
the  north-eastward  of  London.  The  view  in  the  engraving  is  taken  from  the 
southward,  and  comprises  three  of  the  most  conspicuous  objects  in  the  town — the 
church,  which  is  of  modern  erection,  and  the  upper  and  the  lower  light-houses.  In 
the  distance,  to  the  right,  is  perceived  Landguard  Fort,  which  lies  on  the  Suffolk 
shore,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  channel. 

In  1318,  Harwich  was  incorporated  by  Edward  II.,  at  the  request  of  his 
brother,  Thomas  de  Brothcrton,  Earl  of  Norfolk.  In  1347,  the  town  supplied  14 
ships  and  183  mariners  to  the  grand  fleet  of  Edward  III. ;  and  in  the  17th  and 
18th  years  of  that  king's  reign,  Harwich  returned  two  members  to  Parliament; 
but  the  exercise  of  this  privilege  was  discontinued  till  1616,  when  it  was  restored 
by  James  I. 

The  trade  of  Harwich  never  appears  to  have  been  extensive ;  and  its  prosperity 
seems  to  have  greatly  depended  on  the  rost-office  packets,  which  formerly  used 
to  sail  from  the  place  with  passengers  and  letters  for  the  northern  parts  of  Europe. 
The  introduction  of  steam-packets  has,  however,  rendered  Harwich  a  place  of  no 
further  importance  as  a  packet-station,  and  for  several  years  past  the  town  has 
been  in  a  declining  state.  The  fishery,  which  formerly  contributed  to  the  prosperity 
of  the  place,  has  greatly  diminished  since  the  commencement  of  the  present  century. 
Harwich  is  the  only  harbour  between  Yarmouth  Roads  and  the  mouth  of  the 
Thames  that  is  capable  of  aflfbrding  refuge,  in  gales  of  wind  from  the  eastward,  to 
vessels  navigating  the  eastern  coast.  During  the  prevalence  of  strong  north-east 
winds,  sometimes  from  200  to  300  light  colliers,  and  other  vessels  proceeding 
northward,  are  to  be  seen  anchored  in  the  harbour. 

On  the  south  of  the  town  a  cliff  divides  Orwell  Haven  from  the  bay,  that 
extends  to  Walton-on-Naze.  This  cliflF  is  observed  to  be  constantly  giving  way 
to  the  action  of  the  sea,  which,  it  is  expected,  will  at  some  future  period  force  a 
passage  to  the  opposite  shore,  and  insulate  Harwich  and  its  vicinity.  The  clifl[ 
contains  many  acres  of  land,  and  its  greatest  height  is  about  fifty  feet.  At  the 
bottom,  a  bed  of  clay,  of  a  bluish  colour,  about  one  foot  thick,  is  succeeded  by  a 


HARWICH. 

1)ed  of  stone  of  nearly  the  same  colour  and  thickness.  Within  the  latter,  shells 
and  petrifactions,  of  various  descriptions,  have  been  found  embedded.  Above 
the  stone  are  several  beds  of  clay  similar  to  that  under  the  stone,  rising  to  more 
than  twenty  feet.  This  clay,  on  exposure  to  the  air,  hardens  into  stone,  and  the 
streets  of  Harwich  arc  paved  with  it.  The  town  walls  were  formed  of  this 
material,  as  were  also  the  castles  of  Orford  and  Framlingham. 

During  the  fashionable  season  the  town  is  visited  for  sea-bathing,  and  excellent 
accommodations  are  now  provided,  bathing-machines  having  been  introduced,  and 
the  private  baths  rendered  most  convenient.  They  stand  in  a  large  reservoir  of  sea 
water,  which  is  changed  at  every  tide,  and  supplied  with  fresh  water  every  hour,  by 
a  contrivance  on  the  principle  of  a  natural  syphon.  In  some  of  these  baths,  tlie 
water  is  made  hot  for  invalids,  who,  if  they  have  neither  strength  nor  courage  to 
plunge  themselves  into  the  water,  are  assisted  with  a  chair.  There  are  also  vapour 
oaths,  and  machinery  to  throw  the  sea  water,  either  hot  or  cold,  on  any  part  of 
the  body. 

There  is  a  delightful  walk,  called  "  the  Lawn,"  much  frequented  in  fine  weather 
as  a  promenade ;  and  not  far  distant  from  it  is  the  Beacon  Cliff,  on  which  were 
formerly  the  signal-house  and  telegraph,  which  were,  some  time  ago,  destroyed 
l)v  the  encroachments  of  the  sea.  This  eminence  commands  a  grand,  interesting, 
and  extensive  prospect.  Parties  are  also  frequently  made  by  the  visitors  for  sailing 
or  steaming  up  the  Orwell  and  Stour,  and  making  excursions  on  the  bosom  of  the 
ocean.  The  scenery  of  the  Orwell  possesses  peculiar  interest,  the  banks  being 
studded  with  elegant  villas  and  pleasure  Kroimds. 


a.  .mtkLniSfS^' 


YARMOUTH. 

Yabmouth,  in  the  county  of  Norfolk,  sometimes  called  Great  Yarmouth,  to 
distinguish  it  from  Yarmouth  in  the  Isle  of  Wight,  hes  about  123  miles  north-east 
of  London,  and  about  twenty-four  to  the  eastward  of  Norwich.  In  tlie  Vignette 
Engraving,  from  a  beautiful  painting  by  E.  W.  Cooke,  the  view  is  taken  from  the 
shore  a  little  to  the  northward  of  the  Jetty,  which  is  seen  extending  into  the  sea. 
Nearly  in  the  centre  of  the  engraving  is  seen  the  column  erected  by  the  county  of 
Norfolk  to  the  memory  of  Nelson ;  and  to  the  right  are  perceived  several  look-outs, 
like  so  many  elevated  scaffolds,  from  which,  as  the  shore  is  very  low,  the  pilots  are 
enabled  to  take  a  wider  survey  when  looking  out  for  ships  which  may  require 
their  assistance. 

The  name  of  Yarmouth  obviously  alludes  to  the  situation  of  the  town  near  the 
mouth  of  the  river  Yare ;  the  word  Yare,  according  to  Druery,  in  his  Historical 
Notices  of  Great  Yarmouth,  is  derived  from  the  Celtic  /«r,  dark,  supposed  to  have 
been  given  to  this  river  from  the  dark  colour  of  its  waters.  According  to  Sir 
Henry  Spelman,  the  ground  on  which  Yarmouth  stands  became  firm  and  habitable 
in  the  year  1008,  from  the  recession  of  the  sea,  and  the  accumulation  of  the  sands. 
If  this  account  be  correct,  it  would  appear  that  the  town  began  to  be  built  almost 
immediately  afterwards  ;  for  in  the  Domesday-book,  which  was  compiled  between 
1080  and  1086,  the  place  is  mentioned,  with  the  usual  carelessness  of  the  Norman 
scribes,  by  the  name  of  Cememude  ;  and  the  entry  further  records  that  the  place 
had  been  held  by  King  Edward  [the  Confessor],  and  that  it "  always  had  seventy 
burgesses." 

In  1208,  Yarmouth  received  a  charter  of  incorporation  from  King  John  ;  and 
the  privileges  of  the  town  were  confirmed  and  enlarged  by  several  succeeding  kings. 
In  1228,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  III.,  Yarmouth  had  become  a  considerable  port, 
both  for  the  importation  and  exportation  of  merchandize ;  and  in  a  charter  of 
Edward  I.,  granted  in  1306,  it  is  especially  mentioned  as  a  place  where  fishing- 
vessels,  from  an  early  period,  had  been  accustomed  to  land  the  herrings  which 
they  caught  during  the  season  of  the  fishery.  In  1347,  Yarmouth  supphed  43 
ships  and  1,095  mariners  to  the  grand  fleet  of  Edward  III.  and  in  1349,  the 
town  was  visited  by  a  dreadful  plague,  which  carried  off  seven  thousand  of  the 
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inhabitants.  In  the  31st  of  Eiiward  III.,  an  act  was  passed  regulating  the  annus! 
herring  fiiir  at  Yarmouth,  and  appointing  it  to  be  governed  hy  the  barons  of  the 
Cinque  Ports,  according  to  the  composition  made  between  them  and  the 
inhabitants  of  the  town  in  the  reign  of  Edward  I.,  the  king's  grandfather.  One 
WiUiam  Beukclem,  of  BiervHet,  in  Flanders,  who  died  in  1397,  according  to 
Anderson,  in  his  History  of  Commerce,  is  said  to  have  been  the  inventor  of  the 
method  of  pickling  herrings :  but  this  cannot  be  correct ;  for  though  he  may  have 
introduced  some  improvements  in  the  mode  of  cleaning  and  barrelling  the  fish, 
the  inhabitants  of  Yarmouth  and  other  places  on  the  eastern  coast  were  accustomed 
both  to  pickle  and  smoke  herrings  long  previous  to  the  time  when  the  practice  is 
said  to  have  been  introduced  by  Beukelem.  Yarmouth  is  still  the  principal  place 
of  resort  on  the  eastern  coast  of  England  for  vessels  engaged  in  the  herrins  fisherv, 
which  there  commences  about  the  21st  September,  and  concludes  about  the 
14th  December.  Most  of  the  Yorkshire  five-man  boats  come  to  Yarmouth  in  the 
herring  season,  and  make  their  fishery  from  that  place,  disposing  of  all  the  herrings 
which  they  catch  to  curers  who  live  in  the  town. 

Tlie  quay  at  Yarmouth  is  one  of  the  longest  and  most  spacious  of  any  in  the 
kingdom;  but  from  the  shallowness  of  the  entrance  of  the  harbour^ there  being 
<")nly  fourteen  feet  of  water  on  the  bar  at  spring  tides,  the  trade  of  the  place  is 
cliiefly  carried  on  in  small  vessels.  It  is  high  water  in  Yarmouth  Roads  at  forty 
minutes  past  eight,  and  at  Yarmouth  Sands  at  thirty  minutes  past  ten,  on  the  full 
and  change  of  the  moon. 

The  column  erected  to  the  memory  of  Nelson  stands  on  the  low  sandy  flat, 
called  the  Denes,  to  the  south  of  the  town.  Its  total  height,  including  the  base- 
ment and  the  figure  of  Britannia  at  the  top,  is  144  feet,  and  it  is  ascended  by  a 
staircase  consisting  of  217  steps.  It  forms  a  conspicuous  object  when  seen  from 
the  sea ;  and  to  the  crews  of  vessels  passing  through  Yarmouth  Roads  it  is  a  prouc' 
memento  of  Nelson's  fame  and  the  naval  glory  of  their  country. 

"  0  England  ! — dearer  far  than  life  is  dear, 
If  I  forget  thy  prowess,  never  more 
Be  thy  ungrateful  sou  allowed  to  hear 
Tbj  creen  icaves  I'ustle,  o'  thv  torrents  roar:" 
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'Tna,',  from  tlie  "  craft  of  sail  and  oar" 
Tliat  states  and  kingdoms  sprang  of  yore  ; 
When  Commerce  ceased  to  woo  the  wind. 
Their  wealth  decreased — their  power  declin'd — 
Then,  thou  who  lov'st  thy  native  shore, 
Pray  Heaven  to  bless  "  the  sail  and  oar  !" 

The  subject  of  the  annexed  View,  representing  the  Quay  at  Yarmouth, 
conveys  a  faithful  idea  of  that  interesting  and  important  locahty.  It  is  considered 
by  competent  judges  as  the  finest  quay  in  England,  and  in  point  of  length 
exceeds  every  other  in  the  United  Kingdom.  It  is  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards 
in  breadth,  contains  in  its  centre  a  delightl'ul  promenade — planted  on  each  side 
with  trees,  protected  from  the  east  wind  by  a  row  of  handsome  and  well-built 
houses — and  presents  in  all  its  aspects  a  striking  combination  of  commercial 
activity  and  ornamental  beauty.  To  tlie  elegant  Town  Hall,  which  occupies  the 
centre  of  this  space,  and  to  other  public  buildings,  we  have  briefly  alluded  else- 
where. As  a  grand  panorama  of  commercial  life,  it  would  be  difiicult  to  point 
out  a  finer  scene  than  what  is  ev<-ry  day  presented  on  the  Quay  at  Yarmouth. 
Its  principal  foreign  connexion  is  with  the  Baltic;  and  its  trade  in  coal,  corn, 
and  other  merchandise,  coastwise,  is  very  extensive.  By  means  of  the  navigable 
rivers  Yare,  Waveny,  and  Bure,  it  possesses  great  facilities  of  intercourse  with  the 
interior  of  the  county. 

In  Yarmouth  Koads — so  renowned  for  the  safe  riding  they  a6ford  to  shipping 
— the  anchorage  is  extensive,  and  there  is  room  for  any  number  of  ships.  The 
Roadstead,  however,  is  better  calculated  for  summer  than  winter,  for  to  1;  rge 
vessels  it  is  only  accessible  in  the  daytime  with  safety. 

The  trade  for  which  Yarmouth  is  peculiarly  noted  is  its  fisheries,  which  are  an 
unfailing  source  of  wealth  and  employment  to  the  inhabitants,  and  have  proved  an 
invaluable  nursery  for  those  hardy  and  gallant  seamen  who  have  so  often  fouL'ht 
and  conquered  in  the  battles  of  their  country.     The  mackarel  *  fishery  begins  in 

•  Maclcarel  is  found  in  large  shoals,  especially  on  the  French  and  English  coasts.  This  fish  enters' 
the  En:;lish  Channel  in  April,  and,  as  the  summer  advances,  is  found  on  the  coasts  of  Cornwall,  S-.isKt;x, 
Normaiidy,  Picardy,  kc,  where  the  fishing  is  most  considerable^ 
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the  end  of  April,  and  ends  in  tiie  beginning  of  July.  Tlie  herring*  iisliery  com- 
mences at  jNJiciiaelmas,  and  continues  till  the  end  of  November;  during  that 
interval,  it  affords  constant  employment  to  sixteen  hundred  fishermen,  besides  six 
or  seven  hundred  men  and  women  who  are  engaged  in  the  curing-houses,  f  In 
addition  to  all  these,  many  others  are  occupied  in  the  various  manufactures  con- 
nected with  the  fishery — in  the  preparation  of  nets,  rope,  twine,  baskets,  cooper- 
ins,  &c. 

The  number  of  registered  vessels  belonging  to  the  Port  of  Yarmouth  is  about 
six  hundred,  exclusive  oi' fishing-smacks  and  other  small  craft.  Ship-bulUling  is 
carried  on  to  a  great  extent ;  and  the  artificers  in  the  various  departments  of  the 
building-yards  are  considered  eminently  skilful.  There  are  several  private  bond- 
ing-warehouses, besides  that  on  the  South  Denes  belonging  to  the  Custom-house. 
On  the  North  Denes  are  the  silk-mills  of  Messrs.  Grout  and  Co. ;  and  on  Cobliam 
Island  are  considerable  salt-works  for  the  use  of  the  town  and  fisheries.  At  South 
Town,  or  Little  Yarmouth,  the  banks  of  the  Yare — besides  the  handsome  houses 
by  which  tlu-y  are  lined  on  the  south — are  occupied  by  docks,  timber-wharfs, 
and  shipbuilding-yards,  in  which  a  large  proportion  of  the  vessels  belonging  to 
Yarmouth  arc  constructed  and  fitted  out  for  sea. 

•  Herrings  are  also  remarkable  as  appearing  in  immense  shoals — many  miles  in  extent,  and  several 
fathoms  in  depth.  Their  presence  is  easily  discovered  by  the  flights  of  sea-fowl  which  accompany  them, 
by  the  unctuous  matter  with  which  the  water  is  covered,  and  in  the  night  by  the  brilliant  phosphoric 
light  which  they  emit.  They  are  very  plentiful  about  the  Orkney  Isles  in  June  and  July,  in  the  German 
Ocean  in  September  and  October,  and  in  the  English  Channel  in  November  and  December. 

f  The  London  fishmongers  are  said  to  prefer  the  Lowcatoff  herrings  to  those  cured  at  Yarmouth, 
although  they  are  generally  retuiled  under  the  nume  of  "  Yarmouth  Herrings." 
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(FROM    THE    LOWESTOFT    ROAD  I. 

"  A  fertile  soil,  a  fruitful  sea, 
And  wealth  amassed  by  Industry  ; 
And  patriot  ^•irtues  that  sustain 
Their '  Meteor-flag '  on  land  and  main ; 
A  scene  where  Nelson's  gallant  name 
Is  *  watch- word  '  to  immortal  fame  : 
And  here, — with  grateful  triumph  crowa'd, — 
Imparts  a  charm  to  all  around." 

Yarmouth  Pillar. 

Yarmoui'H,  as  a  market-town  and  sea- port,  enjoys  many  natural  advantages; 
and,  aided  by  the  public  spirit  of  its  inhabitants  and  a  train  of  successful  enter- 
prise, has  long  enjoyed  a  well-merited  distinction  in  the  chart  of  the  British  Empire. 
It  is  a  borough,  both  corporate  and  parliamentary,  situated  at  the  eastern  extremity 
of  the  county,  near  the  mouth  of  the  river  Yare,  from  which  it  derives  its  name, 
and  which  is  navigable  as  far  as  Norwich.  Joined  by  its  tributaries,  the  Wavenev 
and  Bure,  a  short  distance  to  the  west  of  the  town,  in  a  fine  sheet  of  water  called 
the  Breydon,  it  proceeds  in  a  copious  stream  to  the  sea.  The  Waveney  and  the 
Bure  are  both  navigable  rivers — the  former  as  far  as  Bungay,  and  the  latter  to 
Aylsham. 

The  town,  extending  upwards  of  a  mile  along  the  river,  from  north  to  south, 
occupies  an  area  of  at  least  a  hundred  and  thirty  acres.  On  the  western  side  it  is 
bounded  by  the  river,  over  which  there  is  a  handsome  drawbridge,  communicating 
with  South  Town  or  Little  Y^armouth,  one  of  its  populous  suburbs,  where  exten- 
sive business  is  carried  on.  The  principal  streets,  running  north  and  south — Re- 
gent-street and  South-street  excepted — are  all  indicative  of  the  stir  and  animation 
which  prevade  every  place  of  trade,  and  evince  in  their  construction  both  taste  and 
comfort,  with  an  occasional  air  of  the  picturesque.  The  market-place  of  Yarmouth 
is  extensive,  covering  an  area  of  nearly  three  acres,  and  inclosed  on  the  west  side 
with  a  range  of  handsome  and  well- furnished  shops. 

Among  the  public  edifices  of  Yarmouth,  which  merit  especial  notice,  is  tlie 
Town  Hall,  which  stands  near  the  centre  of  the  quay.      Tt  is  an  elegant  modern 
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Structure,  witK  a  portico  admirably  proportioned,  and  supported  by  pillars  af  the 
Tuscan  order.  The  interior  consists  of  a  noble  room,  finely  designed  and  orna- 
mented, with  a  richly  embossed  ceiling  in  stucco,  from  which  are  suspended  three 
massive  and  superbly  cut  lustres,  containing  seventy-six  lights,  which  are  used  on 
festive  nights,  when,  with  permission  from  the  mayor,  public  assemblies  are  held 
within  its  walls.  Over  tlie  chimney-piece  is  a  full-length  portrait  of  George  III., 
in  which  is  preserved  a  faithful  resemblance  of  that  sovereign.  The  theatre,  erected 
about  sixty  years  ago,  and  the  bathing-establishment,  with  a  spacious  public  room 
adjoining,  where  the  company  are  supplied  witli  refreshments,  are  among  the  other 
places  of  public  resort.  A  jetty,  twenty-four  feet  wide,  secured  by  a  strong  railing, 
and  extending  four  hundred  and  fifty-six  feet  into  the  sea,  on  piles  of  wood,  forms 
a  delightful  promenade,  where  health  of  body  and  exhilaration  of  mind  may  be 
greatly  promoted  by  the  salubrious  sea  breezes  by  which  it  is  constantly  visited. 
Near  this,  and  commanding  a  magnificent  view  over  the  German  Ocean,  the 
stranger  is  particularly  struck  with  the  appearance  of  a  marine  villa,  which  harmo- 
nises admirably  with  the  scene. 

At  a  short  distance  from  the  pier  is  a  noble  pile  -yt  buildings,  belonging  to  the 
barrack  department  and  erected  on  a  portion  of  the  South  Denes.  In  the  centre  of 
the  latter  rises  the  triumphal  Pillar,  which  forms  so  striking  a  feature  in  the  land- 
scape, and  awakens  so  many  proud  and  heroic  associations  in  the  heart  of  the 
spectator.  This  monument,  raised  to  commemorate  in  his  native  county  the  ser- 
vices of  the  immortal  Nelson,  is  worthy  of  the  virtue  and  valour  it  was  designed 
to  celebrate.  It  was  erected  in  1817,  by  W.  Wilkins,  Esq.  Both  in  the  design 
and  execution  great  solicitude  was  evinced  by  the  public  that  a  monument,  bearing 
the  name  of  the  greatest  of  our  Naval  Heroes,  should  present  everything  that 
classical  taste  and  national  gratitude  could  suggest — and  in  this  respect  his  country- 
men have  been  fully  gratified.  It  is  of  the  Doric  order,  fluted  and  ornamented  with 
appropriate  decorations  and  title-inscriptions — illustrating  the  Hero's  most  cele- 
brated battles — and  surmounted  with  a  ball  and  an  exquisitely  cast  figure  of 
Britannia,  supporting  her  trident  and  laurel  wreath.  The  ascent  is  by  an  easy 
flight  of  two  hundred  and  seventeen  steps,  and  the  whole  is  built  of  white  Scottish 
marble.  Its  heiglit  from  the  ground  is  one  hundred  and  forty-four  feet ;  the 
diameter  of  the  column  or  shaft  is  twelve  feet  six  inches ;  and  the  pedestal  is 
twenty-three  feet  square  by  twenty-seven  feet  in  height. 
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Ckomee  is  a  fishing  ^'illage,  situated  near  the  north-eastern  extremity  of  the 
county  of  Norfolk.  It  lies  about  129  miles  north-north-east  of  London,  and 
about  22  miles  nearly  due  north  of  Norwich.  The  view  in  the  engraving  is 
taken  from  the  sands,  looking  to  the  westward.  Some  years  ago,  part  of  the 
cliff,  with  two  or  three  houses  beyond  those  which  are  now  seen  standing  on 
its  extremity,  feU  down  in  consequence  of  the  encroachments  of  the  sea.  At 
that  time  a  subscription  was  entered  into  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  place,  and 
by  several  of  the  neighbouring  gentry,  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a  break- 
water- for  without  some  such  protection  it  was  apprehended  that  at  no  very 
distanl  period  many  more  houses,  with  the  fine  old  church,  would  fall  a  prey 
to  the  violence  of  the  sea. 

It  is  supposed  that  Cromer  was  formerly  a  place  of  much  greater  importance 
than  it  is  at  present;  and  that  at  the  time  of  the  Domesday  survey  ,t  was 
mcluded  in  the  town  of  Shipden,  which,  with  its  church,  is  supposed  to  have 
been  destroyed  by  the  sea  in  the  reign  of  Henry  IV.  At  low  water  many  large 
portions  of  wall  are  to  be  seen,  which  have  evidently  formed  part  of  the  houses 
of  the  old  town  of  Shipden.  "  The  set  of  the  great  tidal  current  of  the  German 
Ocean,"  says  Mr.  E.  C.  Taylor,  in  his  Geology  of  East  Norfolk,  "is  from  the 
north-west,  along  the  eastern  shores  of  this  island.  In  their  progress  southward, 
the  tides  meet  with  an  extensive  obstruction  in  the  projecting  county  of  Norfolk. 
About  twenty  miles  of  its  coast  has  been  subjected,  from  time  immemorial,  to  the 
abrasive  action  of  ocean  currents.  The  ancient  villages  of  Shipden,  Wimpwell, 
and  Eccles,  have  disappeared  ;  several  manors,  and  large  portions  of  neigh- 
bouring parishes,  have,  piece  after  piece,  been  swallowed  up  by  the  encroaching 
waves;   and  their  site,  some  fathoms  deep,  now  forms  a  part  of  the  bed  of  the 

German  Ocean." 

The  sea  in  this  neighbourhood,  and  on  the  whole  of  the  Norfolk  coast,  is 
particularly  dangerous.  Between  Flamborough  and  Spurn  Heads,  and  Win- 
terton  Ness,  the  most  easterly  points  of  laud  on  this  side  of  the  island  (excepting 
the  North  Foreland),  the  land  retreats  inward,  forming  a  large  bay.  If  vessels 
leavin-  Flamborough  Head  proceed  southward  and  meet  with  a  hard  gale  fiom 
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any  point  between  north-east  and  south-east,  or  of  leaving  Yarmouth  Roads, 
proceeding  northwards,  they  arc  retarded  by  tlie  wind  blowing  hard  from  the 
north-east ;  so  that  as  they  cannot  weather  Winterton  Ness,  they  become  embayed, 
and  the  only  chance  of  safety  is  to  run  for  Lynn  Deeps,  in  attempting  which 
they  are  in  danger  of  foundering  on  the  rocks  near  this  town  or  stranding  upon 
the  flat  shores  between  Cromer  and  Wells. 

Cromer  is  much  frequented  in  summer  by  visitors  for  the  sake  of  sea-bathing, 
for  which  the  fine  sandy  beach  to  the  eastward  affords  great  convenience.  It  is 
a  place  of  very  little  trade,  and  is  chiefly  dependent  on  the  fishery.  Cromer 
light-house  stands  on  an  eminence,  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  to  the  eastward 
of  the  village.  It  is  a  revolving  light,  and  is  visible,  in  clear  weather,  at  a 
distance  of  five  or  six  leagues.  It  appears  in  its  brightest  state  once  in  every 
minute,  and  ih*o  grradualiy  becomes  eclioxed. 
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Hull,  though  one  of  tlie  most  considerable  ports  of  the  kingdom,  is  also  one  ot 
the  least  picturesque.  From  its  low  situation,  little  more  of  the  town  can  be  seen 
than  the  modern  houses  near  the  banks  of  the  Humber ;  and  though  jetties,  dock- 
gates,  and  pier-heads,  are  so:netimes  useful  as  accessaries  in  a  picture,  yet  where  such 
occupy  almost  the  entire  line  of  the  foreground,  with  a  row  of  brick  buildings 
behind  them,  the  painter  must  manage  his  subject  as  he  best  can,  and  be  content 
with  giving  correctly  that  which  his  art  cannot  Improve : — "  Res  ipsa  negat  ornari." 
The  view  of  Hull,  from  a  painting  by  Balmer,  is  taken  from  the  Humber,  looking 
towards  the  north.  Beyond  the  river-craft,  which  are  seen  in  front,  is  the 
entrance  to  the  Humber  dock ;  and  the  jetty  to  the  right,  which  appears  crowded 
wltli  people,  is  a  favourite  promenade  with  the  inhabitants  of  Hull,  who  sometimea 
assemble  there  in  crowds  to  watch  the  sailing  and  arrival  of  the  steam-pacKets. 
The  most  distant  building  to  the  right  Is  the  citadel,  at  tb;  entrance  of  the  river 
Hull,  which  then  discharges  itself  Into  the  Humber.  Towards  the  middle  of  the 
engraving  is  seen  the  tower  of  Trinity  Church,  the  only  object  which,  at  the 
distance  of  a  mile,  commands  the  attention  of  the  stranger,  and  gives  an  individual 
character  to  the  river. 

The  town  of  Hull,  or,  as  it  is  sometimes  called,  Klngston-upon-Hull,  is  in  the 
East  Riding  of  Yorkshire,  and  hes  about  one  hundred  and  seventy  miles  northward 
of  London,  and  about  thirty-nine  to  the  south-east  of  York.  On  the  south  it  is 
bounded  by  the  Humber,  and  on  the  eastward  by  the  small  river  Hull.  The  old 
town,  wlilch  was  formeriy  protected  on  the  north  and  west  by  a  wall  running  from 
the  Hull  to  the  Humber,  is  now  wholly  insular,  as  a  line  of  wet-docks  occupies  the 
site  of  the  old  fortifications.  The  suburbs,  of  Sculcoates  on  the  north,  and  Drypool 
on  the  east,  may  be  considered  as  forming,  with  the  old  borough  of  Hull,  but  one 
large  tovpn. 

Tlie  Hull,  which  is  but  a  small  river,  has  its  source  near  the  village  of  Lissett, 
about  live  miles  from  Burlington,  and  after  running  about  twenty-six  miles,  in  a 
Bijuthern  direction,  discharges  itself  into  the  Humber,  on  the  east  side  of  the  town 
to  which  it  gives  name.  It  is  navigable  for  small  craft  as  far  as  Elmotlands 
about  sixteen  miles  from  its  mouth.      It  contains  many  fish,  such  as  roach,  perch 
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gudgeon,  eels,  and  pike;  and  DrifEeld  Beck,  one  of  its  tributaries,  is  famed  for  the 
Bize  and  excellence  of  its  trout. 

The  Humber,  which  opposite  to  Hull,  is  nearly  three  miles  broad,  and  about  six 
fathoms  deep  in  mid-channel,  is  formed  by  the  junction  of  the  Trent  and  the  Ousu, 
about  sixteen  miles  above  Hull,  and  it  discharges  itself  into  the  sea  about  twenty- 
four  miles  below  that  town.  From  the  rapidity  of  the  current,  which  at  spring  tides 
runs  at  the  rate  of  five  miles  an  hour,  and  from  the  numerous  sand-banks  which  are 
in  the  river,  the  navigation  of  the  Humber  is  both  intricate  and  dangerous ;  for 
should  a  vessel  get  aground  on  one  of  the  sands,  she  is  extremely  liable  to  be  over- 
set by  the  force  of  the  tide.  Such  accidents  are,  indeed,  by  no  means  uncommon, 
for  almost  every  year  affords  instances  of  vessels,  both  ships  and  river-craft,  being 
lost  in  tlie  Humber  in  this  manner.  In  the  upper  part  of  the  Humber,  in  the 
Trent,  and  in  the  Ouse  between  Trent-falls  and  Selby,  the  flood  tide,  more  espe- 
cially in  a  strong  easterly  wind,  frequently  rushes  up  the  river  like  a  wave,  consider- 
ably raised  above  the  water  which  it  meets.  Tliis  tidal  wave  is  called  by  the  people 
of  Hull  and  its  vicinity  the  '•'•  Ager^'' — the^  being  pronounced  hard  ;  and  from  the 
murmuring  sound  which  it  makes,  as  it  rolls  onward  and  dashes  against  the  shore, 
it  has  been  supposed  that  the  river  was  called  the  "  Humher.^''  Drayton,  in  liis  Poly- 
Olbion,  thus  notices  the  '•'■  Ager"  or  as  he  spells  it,  the  "  Higre,"  in  his  description 

of  the  Humber : — 

"  For  when  my  Higre  comes,  I  make  my  either  sliore 
Ever  tremble  with  the  sound  that  I  afarre  doe  send." 

Taylor,  the  water-poet,  observed  this  tidal  wave  in  the  estuarj-  of  the  Wash 
below  Boston : — 

"It  hath  lesse  mercy  than  beare,  wolfe,  or  tyger, 
And,  in  those  countries  it  is  called  the  Hyger." 

Dryden,  who  had  noticed  it  in  the  river  Trent,  calls  it  the  ".Ca/7'v." 

"  But  lilie  an  Eagre  rode  in  triumph  o'er  the  tido." 


BUKLINGTON  QUAY. 

The  Engraving  of  Burlington  Quay,  from  a  painting  by  Balmer,  presents  a 
view  of  the  entrance  to  the  Harbour  from  the  eastward.  To  the  right  is  seen  the 
inner  part  of  the  Old  Pier,  as  it  appeared  after  the  great  storm  of  17tli  and  18th 
February,  1836.  In  front  are  the  houses  at  the  end  of  Quay  Street,  and  to  the  left 
is  the  South  Pier  ;  between  this  and  the  shore  two  sliips  are  perceived  aground 
at  the  entrance  of  the  inner  harbour,  which  is  nearly  dry  at  low  water.  In  the 
fctorra  above  alluded  to,  great  injury  was  done  to  the  old  North  Pier,  and  part  of 
one  of  the  houses  to  the  right  was  washed  down  by  the  violence  of  the  sea. 

Burlington  Quay  hes  about  a  mile  to  the  north-east  of  the  market-town  of 
Burlington,  and  at  the  bottom  of  a  bay  of  the  same  name.  It  is  in  the  East 
Riding  of  Yorkshire,  and  is  about  two  hundred  and  eight  miles  from  London, 
forty  from  York,  and  twenty  from  Scarborough.  The  earliest  mention  of  it  as  a 
hurbour  occurs  in  a  mandate  of  King  Stephen,  addressed  to  the  Sheriff  of  York- 
shire, commanding  him  to  allow  the  Prior  of  Burlington  to  hold  it  on  the  same 
terms  as  Walter  de  Gaunt,  and  Gilbert,  his  ancestor,  had  held  the  same.  Durincr 
the  time  that  it  was  in  the  possession  of  the  Priors  of  Burhngton,  it  seems  to 
have  been  an  inconsiderable  place ;  but  subsequently,  as  the  coal  trade  between 
London  and  the  northern  parts  of  the  kingdom  increased,  it  began  to  be  of  greater 
importance  as  a  harbour,  in  consequence  of  its  affording  shelter  in  stormy  weather 
to  vessels  engaged  in  that  trade.  In  1546,  an  act  was  passed  imposing  a  duty 
for  erecting  the  piers  and  keeping  them  in  repair;  and,  in  1614,  a  second  act 
was  passed,  upon  a  petition  from  the  merchants  and  ship-owners  of  the  eastern 
coast,  imposing  a  duty,  for  the  same  purposes,  on  all  coals  shipped  at  Newcastle. 
Since  1614,  several  other  acts  have  been  obtained,  authorising  the  levy  of 
duties  and  tolls  for  the  purpose  of  improving  the  harbour  and  repairing  the 
piers;  and  since  1816,  the  sum  thus  collected  has  averaged  about  £1,750  per 
annum. 

The  harbour  at  Burlington  Quay  is  almost  entirely  the  work  of  art,  as  the 
small  stream  which  there  runs  into  the  sea  is  scarcely  sufficient  to  turn  a  mill. 
Its  locality  seems  to  render  it  one  of  the  most  appropriate  stations  for  a  harbour 
of  refuge  between  the  Frith  of  Forth  and  Yarmouth  Roads,  more  especially  in 
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gales  of  wind  from  the  north-eastward ;  but  unfortunately  it  can  only  be  entered 
by  comparatively  small  vessels,  as  the  depth  of  water  at  the  entrance  is  only  from 
ten  to  twelve  feet  at  neap-tides,  and  from  fourteen  to  sixteen  feet  at  springs.  The 
harbour  is  also  so  small,  that  fifty  sail  of  coUiers  taking  shelter  there  would  render 
it  extremely  crowded. 

The  history  of  Burlington  Quay,  considering  it  as  a  separate  place  from  the 
town  of  Burlington,  is  extremely  meagre.  The  most  remarkable  event  which  its 
annals  record  is  the  landing  there  of  Henrietta  Maria,  Queen  of  Charles  I.,  on 
her  return,  in  1643,  from  Holland,  whither  she  had  been  to  conduct  her  newly- 
married  daughter  to  her  husband,  the  Prince  of  Orange,  and  where  she  pledged 
part  of  the  crown  jewels  in  order  to  obtain  money  to  purchase  arms  for  the 
Royalists.  The  Queen,  who  was  attended  by  a  convoy  of  Dutch  men-of-war, 
under  the  command  of  Admiral  Van  Tromp,  landed  at  Burlington  Quay,  on  the 
22nd  of  February.  The  Parliamentary  admiral,  Batten,  who  had  been  cruising, 
with  four  ships,  for  the  purpose  of  intercepting  her,  having  received  intelligence 
of  her  arrival,  sailed  into  the  bay  and  began  to  cannonade  the  town.  Several  of 
the  shot  struck  the  house  in  which  the  Queen  was  lodged,  so  that  she  was  obliged 
to  leave  it,  and  take  shelter  in  a  ditch  in  a  neighbouring  field.  A  Serjeant  was 
killed  near  her,  and  the  Parliamentary  admiral  continued  his  fire  until  the  reflux 
of  the  tide  and  the  threats  of  Van  Tromp  compelled  him  to  desist. 

Burlington  Quay  is  much  frequented  in  summer  as  a  bathing-place ;  and  many 
persons  prefer  its  quiet  and  retirement  to  the  greater  gaiety  of  Scarborough.  The 
beach,  to  the  northward  of  the  quay,  affords  excellent  opportunities  for  bathing, 
and  the  walks  and  rides  in  the  vicinity  are  extremely  pleasant.  A  visit  to  Flam- 
borough  Head,  which  is  only  about  five  miles  distant,  forms  a  highly  interesting 
excursion  either  by  land  or  water. 

The  market-town  of  Burlington,  or,  as  it  is  frequently  spelled,  Bridlington,  is 
situated  about  a  mile  to  the  north-westward  of  the  quay. 
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FLAMBOROUGH  HEAD. 

The  view  of  Flamborough  Head,  drawn  by  Balmer,  is  taken  from  the  cliffs  to 
tiic  north-west.  To  the  left  is  the  promontory  properly  called  "The  Head,"  at  a 
short  distance  from  whicli  stands  the  lighthouse.  Between  the  Head  and  the  nearer 
cliffs  is  a  small  haven,  which  is  used  as  a  landing  place  by  the  fishermen  of  the  village 
of  Flamborough,  which  lies  about  a  mile  to  the  south-west  of  the  lighthouse. 

Flamborough  Head,  which  lies  about  eighteen  miles  southward  of  Scarborough, 
and  four  and  a  half  miles  northward  of  Burlington,  is  one  of  the  most  remarkable 
promontories  on  the  eastern  coast.  It  projects  about  five  miles  into  the  sea,  from 
a  line  drawn  between  Burlington  Quay  and  Filey  ;  and  its  southern  side  forms  the 
northern  boundary  of  BurUngton  Bay.  The  cliffs,  which  are  of  limestone  rock,  are 
from  three  hundred  to  four  hundred  feet  high,  and  their  crumbling  sides  form  the 
haunt  and  the  breeding  place  of  innumerable  flocks  of  sea-birds  :  among  which  are 
cormorants,  puffins,  razor-bills,  and  guillemots,  with  gulls  and  terns  of  several 
species.  Guillemots,  which  are  here  extremely  numerous,  are  known  to  the  seamen 
of  Shields  and  Newcastle  by  the  name  of  "  J"lamborough-head  pilots,"  as  their 
presence  in  considerable  numbers  is  almost  a  certain  indication  of  the  ship  being 
"off  the  Head."  Great  numbers  of  those  feathered  denizens  of  the  cliff  are  killed 
every  year  by  ''  parties  of  pleasure,"  from  Burlington,  Scarborough,  and  other  places, 
who  \'isit  the  "  Head "  for  the  sake  of  indulging  in  the  heartless  sport,  which 
requires  neither  skill  nor  courage,  of  killing  birds  by  wholesale.  At  the  foot  of  the 
cliff,  w^hich  to  the  north-west  is  much  indented,  there  are  several  caverns  and  large 
insulated  masses  of  rock.  The  largest  of  those  caverns,  called  Kobert  Lyth's  Hole, 
has  two  openings,  the  one  communicating  with  the  land  and  the  other  exposed  to 
the  sea.  The  roof,  though  low  at  the  landward  entrance,  is  in  some  places  fifty 
feet  high  ;  and  the  view,  looking  through  the  rocky  vault  towards  the  sea,  is 
extremely  grand. 

Flamborough  Head,  which  is  a  most  important  land-mark  for  vessels  navigating 
the  eastern  coast,  lies  in  54°  8'  nonh  lautude ;  longitude  2'  30"  west.  A  revolving 
light  is  displayed  from  the  lighthouse  from  sunset  to  sunrise,  and  presents,  first 
the  appearance  of  two  lights  on  the  same  tower,  and  next  a  brilliant  red  light 
Each  of  those  lights  appears  at  intervals  of  two  minutes ;  and  after  gradually  attaining 
their  greatest  lustre,  tliey  in  the  same  manner  decline  and  become  eclipsed. 


FLAMBOEOUGH  HEAD. 

Betweeri  Flamborougli  Head  and  Burlington  Quay,  is  situated  Burlington  Bay- 
a  secure  roadstead  in  north-east  gales  ;  and,  during  tlie  prevalence  of  such  winds,  it 
is  not  unusual  for  three  hundred  ships  to  be  riding  there  at  the  same  time,  sheltered 
from  the  violence  of  the  wind  and  sea  by  the  lofty  promontory.  On  the  south-east, 
the  Bay  is  partially  sheltered  from  the  violence  of  the  sea  by  the  Smithwick  Sands, 
which  run  nearly  in  a  line  with  the  coast,  from  Burlington  Quay  to  Flamborough 
Head.  At  each  extremity  of  those  sands  there  is  a  channel  leading  into  the  Bay ; 
that  towards  the  Head  is  called  the  North  Sea ;  and  the  other,  towards  Burling- 
ton, the  South  Sea.  Though  the  Smithwick  Sands  effectually  break  the  violence 
of  the  sea  at  low  water,  yet  at  high  water,  when  they  are  covered  to  a  considerable 
depth,  the  protection  wliich  they  afford,  in  gales  of  wind  from  the  south-eastward, 
is  not  to  be  depended  on.  Vessels,  therefore,  leave  the  Bay  as  soon  as  the  wind 
changes  to  east  or  south-east,  as  it  no  longer  affords  them  sufficient  security ;  the 
protection  of  the  Smithwick  Sands  not  being  equivalent  to  the  risk  of  the  lee- 
shore,  to  which  they  would  be  exposed  in  a  gale  from  the  south-east.  Were  the 
harbour  of  Burlington,  which  is  situated  to  the  westward  of  the  Bay,  enlarged  and 
deepened,  its  importance,  as  a  place  of  refuge  for  vessels  compelled  to  leave  the  Bay 
from  the  wind  changing  to  the  eastward,  would  be  very  greatly  increased.  Could 
it  be  so  enlarged  as  to  admit  one  himdred  vessels,  of  from  200  to  300  tons  each,  it 
would,  with  the  Bay,  afford  a  place  of  refuge  in  all  storms  from  north-east  to  south- 
east, which  are  generally  the  most  destructive  on  the  eufetera  coaat. 
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SCARBOROUGH. 

In  this  view  of  Scarborougb,  by  Harding,  which  is  taken  from  the  southward, 
the  most  conspicuous  object  is  the  Lighthouse  on  the  Old  Pier,  or,  as  it  is  some- 
times called,  Vincent's  Pier,  from  the  name  of  the  engineer,  by  whom  the 
outer  portion  was  erected  about  the  year  1750.  Beyond  tue  pier  are  seen 
the  masts  of  vessels  lying  in  the  harbour;  to  the  left  are  the  houses,  which  are  built 
near  the  shore  between  West  Sand-gate  and  Bland's  Cliff;  and  on  the  height  are 
the  barracks,  with  the  ruins  of  the  old  castle,  a  little  further  distant,  to  the  left. 

Though  the  name  of  Scarborough  appears  to  be  of  Saxon  origin,  yet  as 
the  place  is  not  mentioned  in  any  author  who  wrote  before  the  Conquest,  nor  in 
the  Domesday-book,  we  cannot  reasonably  suppose  it  to  have  been  of  much 
importance,  either  during  the  Saxon  period,  or  at  the  time  when  the  Conqueror's 
survey  was  made.  The  castle  of  Scarborough  was  built  about  1163,  by  William 
le  Gros,  Eari  of  Albemarle  and  Holdemess ;  and  from  that  period  the  authentic 
history  of  the  town  commences.  The  castle  is  situated  to  the  north-eastward  of 
the  town,  and  is  built  on  the  isthmus  of  a  peninsula,  which  comprises  an  area  of 
about  sixteen  acres,  and  is  bounded  on  the  north,  east,  and  south  by  inaccessible 
cliflFs,  whose  summits  are  about  300  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea.  The  western 
boundary,  overlooking  the  town,  is  also  formed  by  an  elevated  rock;  ana  the  only 
means  of  a})proacli  to  the  castle  is  by  a  steep  path  near  the  edge  of  the  cliff 
forming  the  north  side  of  the  isthmus.  On  passing  through  a  gateway,  and  over  a 
draw-bridge,  we  arrive  at  the  castle,  which,  jjrevious  to  the  introduction  of  cannon 
must  have  been  almost  impregnable.  The  keep  or  principal  tower  is  ninety- 
seven  feet  high,  and  though  greatly  dilapidated,  is  yet  a  striking  object,  more 
especially  when  viewed  from  the  sea,  at  about  two  miles'  distance  from  the  north 
cliff. 

There  is  no  river  at  Scarborough ;  and  the  harbour,  which  is  formed  by  the 
piers,  is  only  accessible  towards  high  water.  It  is  high  water  at  Scarborouo-h  at 
forty-five  minutes  past  three  o'clock  at  the  full  and  change  of  the  moon ;  and  at 
spring  tides  there  is  about  twenty-two  feet  water  at  the  end  of  the  pier.  At  niwlii 
a  light  is  shown  from  the  lighthouse  as  long  as  there  is  twelve  feet  water  at  the 
entrance  to  the  harbour ;  and  during  the  same  period  a  flag  is  hoisted  by  day. 


SCARDOROUGH. 

Aliout  1G20  the  sanative  virtues  of  the  Spa-well  were  discovered  liy  Mrs. 
Anne  Farrow,  who  "sometimes  walked  along  the  shore,  and  observing  the  stones 
over  which  the  water  passed  to  have  received  a  russet  colour,  and  finding  it 
to  have  an  acid  taste  different  from  the  common  springs,  and  to  receive  a  purple 
tincture  from  galls,  thought  it  probably  might  have  a  medical  property."  The 
lady  having  tried  the  water  herself,  and  persuaded  others  to  do  the  same,  it  was 
in  a  short  time  pronounced  an  all-heal,  and  the  people  of  the  place  took  it  as 
their  usual  physic.  Before  1670  these  waters  had  become  celebrated,  and  many 
persons  resorted  to  Scarborough  for  the  sake  of  drinking  them.  Medical  men, 
however,  disagreed  both  as  to  their  composition  and  eiFects  ;  and  the  opinions  of 
Or.  Witty,  a  resident  jihysician,  who  recommended  them  in  every  case,  were  con- 
troverted by  Mr.  Sim[)son  and  Dr.  George  Tonstall.  The  latter  says  of  the  S])a- 
water,  "  The  essence  is  fit  for  the  cup  of  a  prince ;  the  cupiit  morlvum,  which  is 
sand  and  clay,  is  fit  for  nothing  but  the  bricklayer's  trowel.  Hence  it  doth  follow 
that  those  who  are  weak  in  their  digestive  faculties,  and  strong  in  their  distributive, 
may  find  good  by  drinking  this  water;  but  those  who  arc  weak  in  both  will  expe- 
rience the  contrary.  From  the  following  anecdote  related  by  the  doctor,  we  may 
infer  that  the  spa-drinkers  of  that  period  were  accustomed  to  indulge  in  rather 
copious  draughts.  "  Mr.  Westro  came  to  us  at  Scarborough  only  to  visit  his  friends, 
and  the  two  or  three  days  he  drank  the  waters  {riot  above  two  quarts  at  a  time), 
did  so  far  put  him  out  of  tune,  that  he  made  his  complaint  to  me  he  could  neither 
eat  nor  sleep  ;  and  it  took  me  a  week's  time  before  I  could  reduce  him  to  the  state 
of  health  which  he  had  before  he  meddled  with  the  waters."  He  would  have  been 
a  person  of  strong  constitution  indeed  not  to  have  been  "  put  out  of  tune  "  by  such 
drenching ;  and  it  is  no  small  proof  of  Dr.  Tonstall's  skill  that  he  should  have 
been  able  to  restore  Mr.  Weetro  the  blessings  oi"  sound  sleep  and  a  good  appetite 
in  so  short  a  time  as  a  week.  From  the  double  advantage  which  Scarborough 
presents  to  visitors,  of  drinking  the  waters  and  enjoying  the  benefit  of  sea  bathing, 
it  is  much  frequented  durinc;  the  summer  season;  and  a  more  affreenbie  place  ia 
not  to  be  found  on  the  coast  betwixt  the  Humber  and  tho  Tyne. 


WHITBT. 

This  engraving  of  Whitby,  from  a  drawing  by  Harding,  presents  a  view  of 
the  entrance  to  the  harbour,  as  seen  from  the  northward.  Towards  the  middle  of 
the  plate  is  seen  the  end  of  the  east  pier;  on  the  top  of  the  cliff  are  the  ruins 
of  the  abbey  and  the  parish  church ;  while,  farther  to  the  right,  part  of  the  town 

is  perceived. 

Whitby  is  in  the  North  Eiding  of  Yorkshire,  and  lies  about  246  miles  north 
of  London,  22  north-north-west  of  Scarborough,  and  47  north-east  of  York.  It 
is  chiefly  built  on  the  sloping  banks  of  the  river  Esk,  by  which  it  is  divided  into 
two  parts ;  that  on  the  west  side  being  the  most  populous.  The  opposite  parts  of 
the  town  are  connected  by  means  of  a  bridge,  the  middle  of  which  is  moveable  for 
the  purpose  of  allowing  ships  to  pass  through.  In  the  old  bridge,  which  has 
been  puUed  down,  the  opening  in  the  middle  was  upon  the  principle  of  a  draw- 
bridge, in  which  the  roadway  is  raised  and  lowered  by  means  of  beams  and  chains. 
At  hi<xh-water  the  river  above  the  bridge  expands  into  a  spacious  harbour,  where 
.hips  can  he  in  perfect  security;  but  at  ebb  tide,  except  in  the  mid-channel  the 
harbour  is  nearly  dry.  In  the  outer  harbour,  as  it  is  called,  below  the  bndge, 
vessels  cannot  ride  with  safety  in  gales  of  wind  upon  the  land.  _      _ 

The  piers  at  the  entrance  to  Whitby  harbour  are  not  built  and  maintained  at 
the  sole  expense  of  the  place,  but  by  a  duty  on  coals  shipped  at  Newcastle,  Sun- 
derland, Bly  th,  and  their  dependencies-Yarmouth  vessels  only  being  exempt-and 
the  sum  thus  raised  amounts  to  upwards  of  £2,000  per  annum.  It  is  doubtlessa 
great  advantage  to  the  people  of  Whitby  to  have  their  piers  built  and  kept  m 
repair  at  the  expense  of  other  ports ;  but  it  is  equally  certain  that  the  same  sum 
micrht  be  employed  more  to  the  advantage  of  those  by  whom  it  is  paid  in  im- 
proving other  places-Scarborough  and  BurUngton,  for  instance-as  harbours  of 
refuse  on  the  eastern  coast.  In  a  gale  of  wind  from  the  eastward,  Whitby  is 
perhaps  one  of  the  most  dangerous  harbours  that  a  vessel  can  attempt  to  take 
between  Yarmouth  roads  and  the  Frith  of  Forth,  and  captains  of  coasting  vessels 
cannot  be  too  frequently  warned  to  avoid  it.  As  the  flood  tide  sets  strong  to  the 
southward  across  the  entrance  to  the  harbour,  vessels  In  attempting  to  enter  with 
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a  gfale  of  wind  from  the  north-east  are  extremely  liable  to  be  driven  oa  the  rocks 
and  wrecked  at  the  foot  of  the  cliff  beyond  the  east  pier. 

A  singular  customary  duty,  called  "  making  the  penny-stake  hedge,"  is  annually 
performed  at  Whitby,  by  certain  tenants  of  the  Lord  of  the  Manor.  It  consists 
in  driving  a  certain  number  of  stakes,  which,  according  to  the  ancient  prescribed 
form,  were  to  be  cut  with  a  knife  of  the  value  of  one  penny,  on  the  shore  of  the 
south  side  of  the  Esk,  at  low-water  mark,  at  nine  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the 
aay  before  Asceusion-day,  while  a  man  with  a  horn  blows,  "  Out  on  you  !  Out  on 
vou  ! "  to  the  shame  of  the  persons  whose  duty  it  is  to  drive  the  stakes.  When  it 
shall  be  full  sea  or  high-water  at  nine  o'clock  on  the  day  of  performing  this  service, 
It  was  to  cease;  but  as  Ascension-day  is  regulated  by  the  change  of  the  moon  this 
can  never  happen.  This  custom  is  of  great  antiquity,  as  the  horngarth,  the 
enclosure  formed  by  the  stakes,  is  mentioned  about  1315  in  the  registers  of  the 
Abbey,  in  an  account  of  certain  disputes  between  the  abbot,  Thomas  de  Malton, 
and  Alexander  de  Percy,  of  Sneaton.  Tradition  reports  that  this  custom  was 
imposed  as  a  penance  on  three  persons  of  the  families  of  Percy,  Bruce,  and 
AUatson,  who  held  lands  of  the  Abbey,  for  having  killed  a  hermit  in  the  chapel 
of  Eskdale-side,  when  hunting  a  wild  boar  which  had  there  taken  refuge.  The 
penance  imposed  was  the  tenure  by  which  they  and  their  successors  were  to  hold 
the  Abbey  lands. 

Leland,  who  visited  Whitby  a  few  years  before  the  suppression  of  the 
monastery,  describes  it  as  a  "great  fisher  town;"  and  he  mentions  that  when  he 
was  there  a  new  quay  and  pier  were  in  course  of  erection.  Until  the  establish- 
ment of  the  alum  works  in  its  neighbourhood,  towards  the  latter  end  of  the  reign 
of  Queen  Elizabeth,  Whitby  appears  to  have  been  a  place  of  little  trade.  As  this 
new  branch  of  commerce  extended,  the  trade  and  population  of  WTutby  steadily 
increased  until  it  has  attained  its  preuent  iinportanw* 
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FROM    THE    NORTH-WEST. 

The  view  of  "Whitby  from  the  north-west,  by  Balmer,  is  taken  from  the  sands 
near  Upgang,  between  Whitby  and  the  village  of  Sandsend.  From  this  point 
nearly  the  whole  of  the  west  pier  is  seen,  extending  directly  from  the  shore,  and 
having  a  light-house  near  its  outer  extremity.  Beyond  the  pier,  and  on  the  other 
side  of  the  river,  are  seen  the  houses  built  on  the  sloping  side  of  the  cliff,  and  on 
its  top  the  ruins  of  Whitby  abbey,  which 

"  In  solemn  grandeur,  calm  and  still, 
O'erlook  the  restless  flood." 

The  first  authentic  notice  that  we  have  of  Whitby,  is  contained  in  Bcde's 
Ecclesiastical  History.  In  the  time  of  the  venerable  historian  it  was  called  in  the 
Anglo-Saxon  language  Streoneshalh^  a  name  which  he  interprets  in  Latin  by  the 
words  Sinus  Fari ;  that  is,  in  English,  "Light-house  bay."  Subsequently  it 
received  from  the  Danes  its  present  name  of  WTiitby,  a  word  which  is  probably 
derived  from  hvit  or  whit,  white ;  and  6y,  a  dwelling,  or  in  its  more  extended  sense, 
a  village  or  town.  It  has  been  supposed  that  this  name  might  be  given  to  the  vil- 
lage in  consequence  of  its  being  built  chiefly  with  stone  taken  from  the  ruins  of  the 
monastic  buildings ;  but  the  supposition  is  untenable,  unless  we  at  the  same  time 
presume  that  the  stones,  which  were  taken  from  buildings  which  had  been  destroyed 
by  fire,  were  rendered  white  by  being  burnt.  In  Domesday  Book  the  place  appears 
to  be  called  Prestehi — Priestby — as  well  as  Witeby — Whitby.  The  name  Priestby, 
which  soon  became  obsolete,  probably  denoted  that  part  of  the  village  which  lay 
on  the  east  side  of  the  Esk,  and  was  more  immediately  dependent  on  the  monastery. 

The  abbey  of  Whitby,  founded  by  St.  Hilda  in  6.58,  acquired  considerable 
importance  as  the  residence  of  this  saint,  of  whose  miracles  certain  marvellous 
traditions  are  still  current  in  this  vicinity.  At  the  dissolution,  under  Henry  "VIII. , 
Richard  Cholmley,  Esq.,  obtained  a  lease  for  twenty-one  years  of  the  site  of  the 
abbey  and  several  parcels  of  its  lands.  In  1550  those  lands  were  sold  by  the  crown 
to  John,  earl  of  Warwick,  who  again  sold  them  to  Sir  John  Yorke,  of  whom  they 
were  purchased  by  the  original  lessee,  then  Sir  Richard  Cholmley,  in  1555.  Since 
that  time  the  property  has  continued  in  the  family  of  Cholmley,  who  enjoy  manT 
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valiialilc  rights  and  privilegos  as  lords  of  the  manor  of  Whitby.  On  the  dissolution 
of  the  monastery,  the  abbey  was  stripped  of  every  thing  that  was  valuable.  The 
bells  were  taken  down,  and  the  church  was  unroofed  for  the  sake  of  the  timber  and 
lead.  The  walls  only  were  spared,  as  the  cost  of  taking  them  down  would  probably 
have  been  greater  than  the  value  of  the  stones.  Thougli  time  has  destroyed  much 
of  Whitby  Abbey,  yet  the  ruins  still  form  a  conspicuous  and  interesting  object 
wlien  viewed  from  the  sea.  The  tower,  which  for  several  preceding  years  had  been 
in  a  tottering  state,  fell  down  25th  June,  1830.  The  parish  church,  a  plain  struc- 
ture, probably  founded  about  the  beginning  of  the  twelfth  century,  stands  at  a 
short  distance  to  the  north-westward  of  the  abbey.  The  direct  foot-way  to  the 
church-yard  from  the  town  is  by  a  steep  ascent  of  one  hundred  and  ninety  steps. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark  that  the  number  of  ships  registered  at  Whitby  by  no 
means  affords  a  criterion  of  the  trade  of  the  place,  for  the  greatest  part  of  them  are 
freighted  to  and  from  other  ports.  Perhaps  no  port  in  the  kingdom  presents  so 
great  a  difference  as  Whitby  between  the  number  of  ships  registered  at  the  port, 
and  the  number  annually  entered  and  cleared.  This  discrepancy  between  the  trade 
and  the  tonnage  of  the  port  arises  from  the  circumstance  of  many  wealthy  persons 
who  live  there  having  their  ships  built  and  registered  at  Whitby,  but  chiefly  em- 
ployed, on  freight,  in  the  trade  of  other  places.  When  speaking  of  the  shipping 
of  Wliitby,  it  would  be  unpardonable  not  to  mention  that  Captain  James  Cook 
one  of  the  most  distinguished  of  British  circumnavigators,  served  an  apprenticeship 
in  a  vessel  belonging  to  that  port. 

The  principal  trades  carried  on  at  Whitby  are  ship-building,  and  the  manu- 
facture of  sail-cloth.  Its  chief  imports  are  coals  from  Newcastle  and  Sunder- 
land, and  timber,  hemp,  flax,  tar,  iron,  and  tallow,  from  the  Baltic.  Alum  manu- 
factured in  the  neighbourhood  is  shipped  at  Whitby,  but  the  principal  article  of 
export  is  at  present  stones  for  building,  of  which  great  quantities  are  sent  to 
London. 

From  the  light-house,  on  the  western  pier,  a  tide-Ught  is  displayed  at  night 
time,  as  long  as  there  is  eight  feet  water  on  the  bar.  The  light  is  stationary,  and 
is  visible  at  the  distance  of  two  leagues  in  clear  weather.  During  the  same 
period  of  tide,  in  the  day,  a  flag  is  hoisted  on  the  west  cliff.  It  is  high  water  at 
Whitby  pier  at  forty  minutes  past  three  o'clock  at  the  full  and  change  of  the 
moon. 
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The  above  is  the  name  of  a  fine  bay  on  the  YorksKire  coast,  between  Whitby 
and  Scarborough,  and  also  of  the  fishing  village,  situated  towards  its  northern 
extremity.  In  the  view,  which  is  taken  from  the  north,  several  of  the  houses  are 
seen  standing  upon  the  very  edge  of  the  cliff.  The  promontory  to  the  left  is 
called  Ravenhill,  and  forms  the  south-eastern  extremity  of  the  bay.  From  au 
inscription  dug  up  at  Ravenhill  in  1774,  it  appears  that  there  had  formerly  been  a 
Roman  camp  there. 

The  ancient  name  of  the  bay  was  Fyling,  and  from  what  reason  or  at  what 
period  it  first  received  the  name  of  Robin  Hood's  Bay  is  uncertain.  That  it  ever 
was  the  resort  of  the  famed  outlaw  of  that  name  is  extremely  questionable  ; 
although  two  or  three  tumuli  on  the  moor,  about  two  miles  to  the  southward  of  the 
village,  are  said  to  be  the  butts,  in  shooting  at  which  he  exercised  his  men  in 
archery.  Near  Whitby  Lathes,  about  five  miles  to  the  north-west  of  Robin  Hood's 
Bay,  are  two  upright  stones,  which  are  said  to  mark  the  spots  where  the  arrows  of 
the  bold  robber  of  Sherwood  Forest,  and  his  man  Little  John,  fell,  when,  in  a  trial 
of  strength,  they  discharged  them  from  the  top  of  Whitby  Abbey  in  the  presence 
of  the  abbot.  As  the  distance  from  these  stones  to  the  abbey  is  rather  more  than 
a  mile  and  a  half,  it  is  evident  that  a  long  bow  must  have  been  drawn  by  some  one, 
if  not  by  Robin  Hood.  It  has  been  supposed  that  the  place  was  originally  called 
Robin  Wood's  Bay,  from  a  fisherman  of  that  name,  who  formerly  resided  there . 
but  this  conjecture  rests  on  no  better  ground  than  the  fact  of  two  or  three  fishermen 
of  the  name  of  Wood  having  Uved  there  in  modern  times.  A  family  of  fishermen 
of  the  name  of  Wood,  with  whom  "  Zebedee  "  appears  to  have  been  a  favourite 
"  fore-name,"  have  resided  at  Runswick,  a  fishing  village,  about  seven  miles  north- 
ward of  Whitby,  for  several  generations. 

Leland,  in  his  Itinerary,  written  about  three  hundred  years  ago,  calls  the  vil- 
lage by  its  present  name,  Robin  Hood's  Bay,  and  describes  it  as  "  a  fisher  townlet 
of  twenty  boats."  It  is  still,  as  in  his  time,  .almost  entirely  inhabited  by  fishermen. 
The  houses  forming  the  principal  street  are  built  on  each  side  of  a  steep  road, 
leading  down  to  the  shore ;  while  others,  as  may  be  seen  in  the  view,  are  built 
upon  the  very  extremity  of  the  cliff.     The  approach  to  the  village  is  by  a  steep 
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descent,  wliioh  is  extremely  inconvenient  for  carriages.  It  is  about  fourteen  miles 
north-west  of  Scarborough,  and  seven  south-east  of  Whitby  ;  and  the  population  is 
about  a  thousand. 

Robin  Hood's  Bay,  Filey,  llunswick,  and  Staithes,  are  the  principal  fishing 
villages  on  the  Yorkshire  coast.  Filey  is  about  eight  miles  south  of  Scarborough  ; 
llunswick,  as  has  been  previously  observed,  is  about  seven  miles  northward  of 
AVhitby  ;  and  Staithes  is  about  three  miles  northward  of  Runswck.  At  each  of 
those  places  the  fishery  is  carried  on  both  by  cobles  and  by  five-man  boats.  At  most 
of  the  other  fishing  stations  on  the  Yorkshire  coast  cobles  only  are  employed.  A 
description  of  the  last  named  species  will  be  found  in  our  notice  of  Bambrough  from 
the  South-east ;  and  of  the  five-man  boats,  we  propose  to  say  a  few  words  on  the 
present  occasion. 

The  vessels  now  called  five-man  boats  are  about  forty-six  feet  long,  sixteen  feet 
eight  inches  broad,and  six  feet  three  inches  deep.  They  are  clinker-built, sharp  at  the 
bows,  and  have  a  deck  with  a  large  hatchway  in  midships,  and  a  cabin  towards  the 
stern  for  the  men.  They  have  three  masts,  on  each  of  which  they  carry  a  lug  sail. 
Tiieir  other  sails  are  a  jib,  and,  in  fine  weather,  a  top-sail  set  on  a  shifting  top- 
mast, above  the  main-mast.  As  the  sails  are  all  tanned,  a  five-man  boat  forms  a 
picturesque  object  at  sea,  more  especially  when  viewed  in  contrast  with  a  square- 
rigged  vessel  with  white  sails.  Tb.e  crew  of  each  five-man  boat  consists  of  seven 
persons,  five  of  whom,  called  shares-men  have  equal  shares  of  the  proceeds  of  the 
voyage,  or  the  season,  after  the  boat's  share  is  paid.  The  sixth  person  is  often  a 
young  man  who  receives  half  a  share,  and  is  a  kind  of  apprentice  to  the  captain  or 
owner  of  the  boat.  The  seventh  is  generally  hired  at  a  certain  sum  per  week,  and 
not  sharing  in  the  profits  of  the  fishery. 

To  each  five-man  boat  there  are  two  cobles,  which  in  proceeding  to  the  fishing 
ground  are  generally  hauled  up  on  the  deck.  On  arriving  at  the  place  where  it  is 
intended  to  fish,  the  boat  is  anchored,  and  the  cobles  being  launched,  three  men 
proceed  in  each  to  shoot  their  lines,  while  one  remains  on  board.  The  lines  used 
for  this  more  distant  fishery  are  called  haavres.  They  are  about  the  same  length 
as  those  used  in  the  coble  fishery  nearer  the  shore,  though  thicker,  and  having  the 
hooks  placed  at  greater  intervals.  As  the  six  men  who  fish  have  each  two  sets  of 
lines,  they  are  thus  enabled  to  shoot  one  set  immediately  after  they  have  hauled  the 
other.     In  the  five-man-boat  fishery  the  hooks  are  always  baited  at  sea. 
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The  v'viw  of  Hartlepool,  painted  by  T.  Creswick,  from  a  drawing  by  G. 
Balmer,  ig  taken  from  the  northward.  To  the  right,  between  the  foreground  and 
the  town,  are  seen  the  sands  of  what  is  called  the  "  Slake ;"  to  the  left  are  the 
2llfFs,  at  the  foot  of  which  are  the  excavations  called  "  Fairy  Coves;"  and  beyond 
the  town  part  of  the  southern  coast  of  Durham  is  perceived,  which  extends  from 
Hartlepool  southward  to  the  mouth  of  the  Tees.  The  figures  in  the  foreground 
are  characteristic  of  the  place;  for  there  is  no  obtaining  a  view  of  Hartlepool 
from  the  land-side  without  seeing  a  group  of  fishwomen. 

The  town  of  Hartlepool  stands  on  a  small  peninsula  on  the  southern  coast  of 
Durham,  and  is  about  nine  miles  north-east  of  Stockton-upon-Tees.  From  the 
"  Slake,"  or  Pool,  which  is  between  the  town  and  the  mainland  to  the  west,  it 
probably  received  the  appellation  of  "  Le  Poole,"  to  distinguish  it  from  the  village 
of  Hart,  which  is  about  four  miles  and  a  half  to  the  north-west.  The  word  Hart, 
accordinof  to  Ducange,  signified,  in  Teutonic,  a  forest ;  and,  if  the  name  of  the 
parish  of  Hart  be  of  the  same  origin,  the  reason  why  the  place  should  have  been 
so  called  is  obvious.  The  old  town-seal  of  Hartlepool  contains  a  rebus  of  the 
name — a  hart  up  to  his  knees  in  a  pool — which  assigns  to  the  first  part  of  it  a 
different  etymology.  Previous  to  receiving  the  name  of  Hartlepool  the  place  was 
called  Heortu,  and  sometimes  Heortness ;  the  terminating  u  is  perhaps  an  abbre- 
viation of  ecu,  water  ;  and  the  name  Heortu  synonymous  with  Hart-le-pool.  Tht 
termination  ness  is  expressive  of  the  place  being  built  on  a  point  of  land  which 
projects  into  the  sea.  "  At  or  near  this  place,"  says  Bishop  Tanner,  in  tlie  Notitiu 
Monastica,  "  was  the  ancient  monastery  called  Heorthu,  founded  upon  the  first 
conversion  of  the  Northumbrians  to  Christianity,  about  a.d.  640,  by  a  religious 
woman  named  Hieu,  or,  as  some  have  it,  St.  Bega,  whereof  St.  Hilda  was  some 
time  abbess."  This  ancient  conveat  w.is  destroyed  by  the  Danes  about  800,  and 
its  site  is  now  unknown,  though  it  is  supposed  to  have  stood  on  the  spot  which  was 
subsequently  occupied  by  a  Franciscan  monastery,  founded  by  one  of  the  Bruce 
fiimily  about  1250,  and  suppressed  by  Henry  VIIL  Of  this  monastery  or  its 
church  there  is  at  present  no  part  remaining,  though  some  old  houses,  called  the 
Friary,  probably  built  out  of  the  ruins,  still  indicate  its  situation.    The  church  of 


HARTLEPOOL. 

Hartlepool,  which  is  dedicated  to  St.  Hilda,  is  a  large  building,  and,  from  the 
various  styles  of  its  architecture,  has  evidently  been  built  at  different  periods. 

About  the  time  of  the  Conquest,  the  manors  of  Hart  and  Hartness  belonged  to 
Fulk  de  Panell ;  and,  upon  the  marriage  of  his  daughter  Agnes  with  Robert  de 
Brus,  one  of  the  Norman  followers  ol'  William  I.,  they  came,  with  other  rich 
manors  in  Yorkshire  and  in  Durham,  into  the  possession  of  that  family.  Upon 
Hobert  Bruce,  a  descendant  of  the  above-named  Robert  de  Brus,  succeeding  to 
the  crown  of  Scotland  in  1306,  all  his  English  estates  were  confiscated  by  Edward 
I.,  who  granted  the  manor  of  Hart  and  the  borough  of  Hartlepool  to  Robert  de 
Clifford,  "  saving  the  rights  of  the  Bishops  of  Durham,"  under  whom,  since  1189, 
the  property  had  been  held. 

In  1201,  King  John  granted  a  charter  to  Hartlepool,  conferring  upon  the 
burgesses  the  same  privileges  as  those  of  Newcastle-upon-Tyne ;  and  in  1230. 
Richard  le  Poor,  Bishop  of  Durham,  granted  another  charter,  appointing  a  mayor 
and  other  officers  for  the  government  of  the  town.  In  1593,  Queen  Elizabeth 
granted  a  new  charter,  under  which  the  affairs  of  the  borough  have  been  since 
regulated. 

From  the  reign  of  King  John  to  that  of  James  I.,  Hartlepool  was  the  most 
considerable  port  in  the  county  of  Durham  ;  but  from  the  latter  period  till  about 
seven  years  ago,  its  Importance  as  a  place  of  trade  appears  to  have  greatly 
declined:  and  from  1730  to  1832,  its  condition  was  that  of  a  small  fishing  town, 
scarcely  visited  by  any  ships,  except  colliers  belonging  to  Sunderland  and  New- 
castle, which  occasionally  sought  refuge  in  its  harbour  during  a  storm.  In  1832, 
a  bill  was  obtained  for  the  purpose  of  improving  the  harbour  and  forming  a  dock 
at  Hartlepool ;  and  since  that  period  a  considerable  portion  of  the  projected  works 
have  been  finished.  A  railway  has  since  been  formed,  by  which  coals  are  brought 
to  the  town ;  and  a  considerable  quantity  are  now  shipped  there  for  the  London 
and  other  markets  ;  and  from  the  advantageous  situation  of  the  harbour,  and  the 
facility  with  which  vessels  can  be  loaded,  there  seems  great  probabiUty  of  Hartle- 
pool becoming,  in  a  few  years,  one  of  the  principal  ports  for  the  shipment  of  coals 
in  the  county  of  Durham. 


SUNDERLAND, 

THE   LIGHTHOUSE   ON   THE   SOUTH   PlEfi. 

The  view  of  the  Lighthouse  on  Sunderland  South  Pier  Is  taken  frcin  the 
south-east.  The  entrance  to  the  harbour  lies  beyond  the  pier-head,  to  the  right, 
on  which  a  crane,  and  a  capstan  used  in  warping  out  ships,  are  perceived.  The 
large  D  on  the  fore-topsail  of  the  collier  lying  within  the  pier  is  a  distinguishing 
mark  adopted  by  the  owner  that  his  vessels  may  be  more  readily  known.  To  the 
left  is  seen  the  higher  lighthouse,  of  stone,  which  stands  on  the  north  pier,  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  river. 

The  erection  of  a  pier  on  each  side  of  the  entrance  to  Sunderland  harbour  has 
been  rendered  necessary  in  consequence  of  the  constant  tendency  of  the  bar  of 
eand  at  its  mouth  to  accumulate.  The  piers,  by  contracting  the  channel  of  the 
river,  have  deepened  the  water,  and  increased  the  velocity  of  the  current  at  ebb 
tide,  which  thus  scours  the  entrance  to  the  harbour,  and  prevents  the  accumulation 
of  sand  upon  the  bar. 

In  1669,  Charles  IL  granted  letters  patent  to  Edward  Andrew,  Esq.,  em- 
powering him  to  build  a  pier,  erect  lighthouses,  and  cleanse  the  harbour  at  Sun- 
derland, and  also  to  raise  funds  for  these  purposes  by  a  tonnage-duty  on  ships. 
At  a  subsequent  period,  commissioners  were  appointed  for  the  same  purposes  by 
an  act  of  parliament ;  and  under  their  authority  three  hundred  and  tliirty-thiee 
yards  of  the  north  pier  were  built,  between  1716  and  1746.  From  a  report  of 
the  commissioners  made  in  1765,  it  appears  that  £50,000  had  been  expended  on 
the  south  pier  up  to  that  time,  and  it  was  estimated  that  to  finish  it  would  cost  as 
much  more.  It  is  now  extended  to  the  length  of  six  hundred  and  twenty-five 
vards.  The  north  pier,  which  is  entirely  of  stone,  was  commenced  about  1785, 
but  additions  have  been  recently  made  to  its  eastern  extremity. 

The  lighthouse  on  the  north  pier  was  erected  in  1803.  The  light,  which  is 
stationary,  is  exhibited  from  sunset  to  sunrise,  and  is  visible  in  clear  weather  at 
the  distance  of  twelve  miles.  The  light  on  the  south  pier  is  a  tide  light,  and  ia 
only  shown  when  there  is  sufficient  depth  of  water  on  the  bar  for  ships  to  enter. 
This  light  is  of  a  red  colour.     By  day  a  flag  is  hoisted  during  tide-time. 
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SUNDERLAND,  THE  LIGHTHOUSE  ON  THE  SOUTH  PIER. 

Since  the  year  1200 — and  probably  from  a  much  earlier  period — the  harbour 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Wear  appears  to  have  been  generally  known  as  that  of  Sun- 
derland, the  present  name  of  the  port  and  of  the  parliamentary  borough.  "  Various 
conjectures,"  says  Mr.  Surtees,  "  have  been  formed  as  to  the  derivation  of  this 
name;  the  simplest  and  most  obvious  seems  to  be,  that  It  marked  the  original 
situation  of  the  place  on  a  point  of  land  almost  insulated  by  the  Wear  and  by  the 
sea,  which  has  probably  flowed  much  higher  than  at  present  up  some  of  the  deep 
gullies  on  the  coast,  particularly  Hendon-Dene,  which,  it  seems,  contained,  as  late 
as  1350,  water  sufficient  for  vessels  to  ride  at  anchor  in  the  bay." 

In  1719  an  express  distinction  was  made  by  an  act  of  parliament,  which  con- 
stituted Sunderland  a  separate  parish  from  that  of  Bishop-Wearmouth,  in  which 
it  had  formerly  been  included.  This  act  was  passed  on  the  petition  of  the 
iahabitants  of  Sunderland,  who,  between  1712  and  1719,  had  built  a  new  church. 
The  old  church  of  Bishop-Wearmouth — which  was  pulled  down  and  rebuilt  in 
1808 — was  probably  founded  shortly  after  the  date  of  Athelatan's  grant.  The 
rectory  of  Sunderland  is  but  slenderly  endowed ;  that  of  Bishop-Wearmouth  is 
one  of  the  richest  in  the  kingdom,  and  was  at  one  period  held  by  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Wellesley,  a  brother  of  tlie  Duke  of  Wellington.  Dr.  Paley — whose  "  pigeon 
illustration,"  in  his  Mural  Philosophy,  of  the  basis  of  political  authority,  is  said  to 
have  kept  him  out  of  a  bishopric — was  rewarded  by  Dr.  Barrington,  bishop  of 
Durham,  with  the  rectory  of  Bishop- Wearmouth,  where  he  died  in  1805. 
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SUNDERLAND. 


THE   BRIDGE   FROM   THE   WESTWARD. 


Under  the  general  name  of  Sunderland,  the  three  townships  of  Monk- Wear- 
mouth,  Bishop- Wearmouth,  and  Sunderland  are  usually  comprised.  Monk- 
Wearmouth  is  situated  on  the  north  side  of  the  river  Wear,  at  a  short  distance 
from  its  mouth.  Sunderland  and  Bishop-Wearmouth,  which  form  one  continuous 
town,  lie  on  the  south  side  of  the  river ;  Sunderland,  properly  so  called,  extending 
from  the  line  of  junction  of  the  two  parishes,  eastward  to  the  sea ;  and  Bishop- 
Wearmouth  extending  towards  the  west.  Sunderland — which  has  given  its  name 
to  the  port  and  to  the  borough — is  269  mUes  distant  from  London  ;  fourteen  from 
Durham  ;  and  tliirteen  from  Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

The  great  boast  of  Sunderland  is  the  beautiful  iron  bridge,  of  a  single  arcii, 
which  connects  it  witli  Monk- Wearmouth.  This  noble  structure,  which  is  at  once 
highly  ornamental  and  useful,  was  projected  by  Rowland  Burd'on,  Esq.,  of  Castle 
Eden,  who  in  1792,  he  being  then  M.  P.  for  the  county  of  Durham,  obtained  an  act 
of  parliament  empowering  him  to  raise  money  for  its  erection  ;  the  sums  advanced 
to  be  secured  on  the  tolls,  with  five  per  cent,  interest,  and  all  further  accumulation 
to  go  in  discharge  of  the  capital.  The  abutments,  from  which  the  arch  springs,  arc 
nearly  solid  masses  of  masonry,  twenty-foxur  feet  thick,  iorty-two  feet  broad  at 
bottom,  and  thirty-seven  feet  broad  at  top.  That  on  the  south  side  is  founded  on 
a  solid  rock,  which  rises  above  the  level  of  the  Wear  ;  the  foundation  of  that  on 
the  north  side,  owing  to  the  unfavourable  nature  of  the  ground,  was  obliged  to  be 
laid  ten  feet  below  the  level  of  the  river.  The  arch,  which  is  a  segment  of  a  large 
circle,  is  of  236  feet  span,  and  its  centre  is  ninety-four  feet  above  the  level  of  the 
river  at  low  water.  From  the  height  of  the  arch  and  its  comparative  flatness — its 
versed  sme,  or  perpendicular  height  from  its  centre  to  a  line  joining  its  extremities, 
being  only  thirty -four  feet — ships  of  300  tons  burden  can  pass  underneath  not  only 
directly  below  the  centre,  but  also  to  the  extent  of  fifty  feet  on  each  side.  Tlie  navi- 
gation of  the  river  thus  remains  unobstructed — for  many  vessels  proceed  to  the  staiths 
above  the  bridge  for  the  purpose  of  taking  in  their  coals — while  the  inhabitants  on 
each  side  enjoy  all  the  advantages  of  facilitated  intercourse.  The  breadth  of  the 
oriJge  at  the  top  is  thirty-two  feet  including  the  footpaths  on  each  side ;  ar.d  the 


SUNDERLAA'D. 

carriage-way  is  formed  of  lime,  marl,  and  gravel,  above  afloonng  of  timber,  which 
is  laid  across  the  iron  ribs  of  the  arch.  The  iron  ribs  and  blocks  were  cast  and 
prepared  at  the  foundry  of  Messrs.  Walker,  at  Rotherham,  near  Sheffield.  The 
whole  weight  of  the  iron  ia  260  tons ;  of  which  46  tons  are  malleable,  and  214  cast. 
The  foundation-stone*  was  laid  on  the  24th  September.  1793,  and  the  bridge 
opened  to  the  pubhc  on  the  9th  August,  1796,  having  been  completed  under  the 
superintendence  of  Mr.  Thomas  Wilson,  of  Bishop- Wearmoutli,  in  less  than  three 
years.  The  total  expense  was  £26,000,  of  which  sum  £22,000  was  subscribed 
by  Mr.  Burdon.f 

Although  many  sliips  are  loaded  direct  from  such  staiths  as  are  at  a  short 
distance  above  the  bridge,  yet  the  greater  part  of  the  coals  are  brought  down  in  keels 
from  staiths  situated  higher  up  the  river.  The  keels  of  the  Wear,  though  of  tlie 
same  tonnage  as  those  of  the  Tyne,  are  somewhat  differently  built,  being  flatter  m 
the  bottom,  and  of  a  ligliter  draught  of  water.  Tlio  Sunderland  keels  are  managed 
by  only  one  man,  who  usually  has  a  boy  to  assist  him.  In  the  Wear  the  coals 
when  in  bulk  are  cast  from  the  keel  into  the  ship  by  men  called  coal-casters  ;  while 
on  the  Tyne,  where  the  crew  of  each  keel  consists  of  three  men  and  a  boy,  the  coals 
are  always  cast  by  the  keelmen.  Within  the  last  few  years,  a  considerable  quantity 
of  coals,  in  order  to  prevent  the  breakage  occasioned  by  discharging  them  into  the 
keels  from  the  spout,  and  then  casting  them  into  the  ship,  have  been  put  on  board 
the  keels  in  tubs,  which  are  afterwards  raised  by  maclunery  to  the  vessel's  deck,  and 
then  discharged  into  the  hold.  These  tubs  are  exactly  like  coal  waggons  without 
their  wheels,  and  contain  the  same  quantity — one  Newcastle  chakler,  or  fifty-three 
cwtj  Each  keel  carries  eight  of  these  tubs.  The  number  of  keels  employed  on 
the  Wear  is  above  500. 

*  The  inscription  on  the  foundation-stone  contains  a  bad  pun  :  "  Quo  tempore  civium  Galliconim 
ardor  vesanus  prava  jubentium  gentes  turbavit  Europeaa /en'co  bello,  Rolaudus  Burdon  armiger,  nieliora 
colens,  Vedrse  ripas,  scopulia  prseruptis,  ponte  conjungere/crreo  statuit.'" 

t  Surtees's  Hist,  of  Durliara,  vol.  1,  p.  22b'. 

t  Evidence  of  Sir  Cuthbort  Sharp  before  tiie  Lords'  Coniniiitee  on  t)ie  Coal  Tride,  U)29,  p.  '23. 


SHIELDS. 

ENTEANCE    TO    THE    HAEBOUB. 

The  view  of  the  entrance  to  Shields  Harbour  is  taken  from  the  bank  a  little 
below  the  Spanish  Battery,  on  the  north  side  of  the  T3me,  and  about  a  quarter  of 
a  mile  to  the  south-westward  of  Tynemouth  lighthouse.  To  the  left,  a  part  of 
South  Shields  is  seen,  with  a  vessel  "  dropping  up"  the  Narrows,  just  before 
entering  the  harbour.  Towards  the  middle  of  the  Engraving  are  the  two 
lighthouses  at  North  Shields — distinguished  by  their  flag-staffs — which,  when 
taken  in  a  line,  are  a  guide  for  vessels  in  passing  the  bar.  To  the  right  of  the 
low  lighthouse  is  Clifford's  Fort,  enclosed  by  the  line  of  embrasures,  and  com- 
manding the  entrance  to  the  harbour.  To  the  right  are  the  banks,  of  clay, 
which  extend  from  the  Spanish  Battery  to  the  Low  Lights,  and  upon  which  the 
sea  is  every  year  gradually  making  encroachments.  The  present  Engraving, 
independent  of  its  beauty  as  a  work  of  art,  possesses  the  merit  of  containing 
the  only  correct  view  of  the  entrance  to  Shields  Harbour  which  has  hitherto 
appeared. 

That  portion  of  the  river  Tyne  which  may  be  considered  as  Shields  Harbour 
is  about  a  mile  and  a  half  in  length,  supposing  it  to  commence  at  the  Low  Lights, 
on  the  north  side,  and  to  terminate  at  the  lower  end  of  Jarrow  Slake,  at  the  head 
of  South  Shields ;  its  direction  is  from  east  by  north  to  west  by  south ;  and  the 
towns  of  North  and  South  Shields  are  built  on  the  banks  and  by  the  shore  on 
each  side  of  it.  As  the  Low  Lights  are  about  a  mile  witliin  the  bar,  the  swell  of 
the  sea  is  not  felt  withir  the  harbour. 

The  river  is  of  unequal  width,  being  in  some  places  not  more  than  400  yards 
broad,  while  in  others,  when  the  sands  are  covered  with  the  tide,  its  width  is 
upwards  of  600.  From  the  shoals  and  varying  width  of  the  river,  the  velocity  of 
the  current  differs  with  the  breadth  of  the  harbour.  Opposite  to  the  New  Quay 
at  North  Shields,  the  average  velocity  in  the  middle  of  the  tide- way  is,  at  half 
flood,  about  three  miles  an  hour ;  and,  at  half  ebb,  about  three  miles  and  tliree 
quarters  an  hour.  As  the  easterly  wind  blows  directly  into  the  harbour,  vessels 
formerly  were  often  hindered  from  getting  out  to  sea,  even  in  fine  weather,  wtien 
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the  wind  was  in  that  quarter,  more  especially  if  they  were  of  considerable  draught 
of  water  ;  for  frequently  before  such  a  vessel  could  drop  down  with  the  ebbing 
tide  as  far  as  the  bar,  there  was  not  sufficient  depth  of  water  on  it  to  allow  her  to 
proceed  to  sea.  The  general  introduction,  however,  of  steam-boats  for  the  pur- 
pose of  towing  vessels,  when  the  wind  is  shy  or  contrary,  has,  in  a  great  measure, 
remedied  this  inconvenience,  and  vessels  now  proceed  to  sea  at  any  time,  in 
favourable  weather,  when  there  is  a  sufficient  depth  of  water  on  the  bar. 

The  town  of  South  Shields  is  very  irregularly  built;  and  the  principal  street 
for  business  extends  from  the  market-place  to  the  lower  end  of  the  town.  The 
market-place,  in  the  centre  of  which  stands  the  town  hall,  is  spacious,  but  the 
market  is  very  indifferently  supplied  with  every  thing  except  fish.  Westoe, 
anciently  Wivestoe,  is  a  pleasant  village  about  a  mile  southward  of  South  Shields, 
where  several  ship-owners  and  persons  of  property  reside.  Jarrow,  so  famous  in 
days  of  yore  for  its  monastery,  is  about  a  mile  and  a  half  to  the  westward  of 
Westoe ;  and  in  the  vestry  an  old  chair  is  still  preserved,  which  is  said  to  have 
been  the  seat  of  the  venerable  Bede. 

The  town  of  North  Shields  lies  on  the  north  side  of  the  river  Tyne,  and  is 
in  the  county  of  Northumberland.  The  principal  street  for  business,  and  which 
may  be  considered  as  forming  the  greater  part  of  the  old  town,  is  the  Low-street, 
running  nearly  parallel  with,  and  at  a  short  distance  from,  the  river,  and  extending 
from  the  New  Quay  to  the  Low  Lights.  The  greater  part  of  the  town,  which  is 
built  on  the  bank  top,  extending  in  regular  streets  towards  the  north,  has  been 
erected  within  the  last  fifty  years. 

At  the  New  Quay  there  is  a  commodious  wharf,  with  warehouses  at  e?ch 
end,  where  trading  vessels  load  and  unload,  and  where  steam-boats  leave  for 
Newcastle.  A  little  above  the  New  Quay  is  the  landing  for  the  steam  ferry-boat, 
which  plies  between  North  and  South  Shields,  and  leaves  each  place  four  times  an 
hour,  from  seven  in  the  morning  till  dusk,  carrying  passengers  across  the  river  at 
the  charge  of  a  penny  each.  This  ferry,  which  was  only  established  in  1829,  is 
a  great  accommodation  to  both  the  towns.  Previous  to  its  establishment,  the  con- 
veyance of  sheep,  cattle,  and  horses  across  the  Tyne,  in  an  awkward  flat-bottomed 
boat,  managed  by  a  single  man,  was  attended  with  great  inconvenience.  The 
barge  steam  ferry-boats  now  employed  are  surrounded  with  a  strong  railing ;  and 
sheep,  cattle,  and  horses  can  be  driven  on  board  with  little  trouble,  and  conveyed 
across  the  river  without  risk 


NEWCASTLE  UPON  TYNE. 

The  view  of  Newcastle  is  taken  from  tlie  Gateshead  sLore,  on  the  south  side 
of  the  river  Tyne,  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  below  the  bridge.  From  the  point 
chosen  by  the  artist,  a  better  and  more  characteristic  view  of  the  town  is  obtmned 
than  from  any  other  station.  The  line  of  vessels,  extending  from  the  right  ol'  the 
engraving  to  the  bridge,  indicates  the  quay— the  longest  in  England,  except  th;it 
of  Yarmouth— and  which,  on  a  Saturday,  when  the  country  people  come  in  to 
market,  is  one  of  the  most  crowded  thoroughfares  in  the  kingdom.  Thesteeple 
that  rises  above  the  houses  to  the  right  is  that  of  All  Saints.  Between  All 
Saints  and  the  Castle— which  is  distinguished  by  its  modern  turrets  and  battle- 
ments—is the  famed  steeple  of  St.  Nicholas ;  this  the  Rev.  Dr.  Carlyle,  vicar  of 
Newcastle,  in  1804,  declared  to  be,  in  his  opinion,  "  the  most  beautiful  fabric 
existing  in  the  world:  surpassing  the  Cathedral  of  St.  Sophia,  at  Constantinople; 
the  Mo°que  of  Sultan  Saladin,  at  Jerusalem ;  the  Church  of  St.  Peter,  at  Rome : 
and  even  the  Temple  of  Minerva,  at  Athens."  The  modern  building,  with  a 
Grecian  portico,  in  front  of  the  Castle,  is  the  County  Court,  where  the  assizes  for 
the  county  of  Northumberland  are  held.  The  Exchange  is  hidden  by  the  sails 
of  the  large  vessel,  towards  the  middle  of  the  engraving;  and  the  bridge  excludes 
a  view  of  the  Mansion  House,  which  stands  in  friendly  neighbourhood  with  a 
glass-house  and  a  soapery,  in  a  narrow  street,  with  a  most  expressive  name— the 

«  Close." 

The  town  of  Newcastle,  though  its  present  name  is  not  older  than  the  reign 
of  WiUiam  the  Conqueror,  claims  to  be  a  place  of  great  antiquity.  The  Roman 
Wall— which  extended  from  Wallsend,  about  four  miles  eastward  of  Newcastle, 
to  Bowness  on  the  Sands,  in  Cumberland— crossed  the  site  of  the  present  town: 
and  it  is  certain  that  there  was  a  Roman  station  here,  the  southern  wall  of  which 
probably  ran  along  the  high  ground  overlooking  the  river  in  front  of  the  old 
castle.  In  the  Ust  of  stations,  with  their  garrisons,  on  the  hne  of  the  wall,  as 
given  in  the  Notiiia,  Pons  ^lii  occurs  as  the  next  station  to  Segedunum ;  and  our 
best  informed  antiquaries  appear  to  agree  in  assigning  the  latter  name  to  the 
station  at  Wallsend,  and  the  former  to  the  station  at  Newcastle.  The  name  Pou.-: 
^lii,  however,  occurs  in  no  other  ancient  work  as  the  name  of  a  station  on  the 
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line  of  the  wall,  and  no  inscription  has  been  discovered  which  might  confirm  the 
opinion  of  its  being  the  name  of  the  station  at  Newcastle.  Different  writers  also 
liave  interpreted  the  list  of  stations  in  the  Nutitia  from  different  ends,  and  at  the 
present  time  the  situation  of  several  places  remains  undecided. 

The  Tyne  is  navigable  as  high  up  as  Newcastle,  about  ten  miles  from  its 
mouth,  for  vessels  of  250  tons  burden,  though  in  some  places  between  Newcastle 
and  Shields,  even  in  the  middle  of  the  stream,  its  depth  does  not  exceed  four  feet 
lit  low  water.  A  little  below  Hebburn  quay,  about  half-way  between  Newcastle 
and  Shields,  it  is  not  unusual  to  see  three  or  four  small  steam-boats,  which  do  not 
draw  more  than  three  feet  water,  lying  aground  in  the  very  mid-channel  at  the 
last  quarter  ebb,  and  waiting  for  the  flood  tide  to  set  them  afloat.  A  few  years 
ago,  the  corporation  of  Newcastle,  as  conservators  of  the  river  Tyne,  employed 
a  steam-boat  to  scratch  away  the  sand  in  shallow  places,  by  means  of  a  kind  ot 
harrow,  which  she  towed  after  her.  Since  the  accession  of  the  present  corporation 
to  office,  a  dredging  machine  has  been  employed,  and  if  they  proceed  in  their  plans 
for  the  improvement  of  the  river  as  they  have  begun,  they  will  merit  the  thanks 
of  every  person  interested  in  the  trade  of  the  town. 

But,  however  praiseworthy  may  be  their  efforts  for  the  deepening  and  cleansing 
the  bed  of  the  Tyne,  the  present  year  (1853)  has  exhibited  melancholy  testimony 
that  the  streets,  lanes,  and  alleys  of  Newcastle  call  aloud  for  the  expenditure  of 
the  municipal  funds — if  the  lives  of  the  inhabitants  are  not  of  less  value  than  the 
commerce  of  the  port.  The  ill-drained  and  badly-ventilated  dwellings  of  some  of 
the  more  densely-peopled  portions  of  the  town  have  suffered  more  from  the  attacks 
of  cholera  than  any  other  place  in  the  kingdom. 

The  chief  exports  from  Newcastle,  besides  coals,  are  pig  and  sheet  lead  ; 
anchors,  and  chain  cables,  with  other  articles  of  wrought  iron ;  bottles,  plate  and 
crown  glass ;  brown  and  white  paper ;  common  leather  gloves,  manufactured  at 
Hexham ;  leather ;  hams  and  butter ;  grindstones,  obtained  on  Gateshead  Fell ; 
fire-bricks ;  alkalies ;  soap ;  and  Epsom  salts.  This  list  comprises  the  principal 
articles  which  constitute  the  cargo  of  a  Newcastle  tradintf  vessel  proceeding  to 
London. 


B  L  Y  T  II. 

TuE  view  of  Blyth,  or  more  properly  of  the  entrance  to  the  harbour,  is  taker. 
from  the  north  side  of  the  river,  and  looking  towards  the  south-east.  The  cottages 
seen  in  the  foreground  are  in  North  Blytli,  which  consists  only  of  a  few  houses, 
chiefly  occupied  by  fishermen  and  pilots.  On  the  opposite  side  of  the  river  are 
seen  the  hghthouse  of  stone,  and  the  "  basket  light "  to  the  left  of  it,  in  which 
lights  are  exhibited  at  night  when  there  is  eight  feet  water  on  the  bar. 

Blyth,  which  is  a  small  seaport  town  on  the  coast  of  Northumberland,  and 
about  thirteen  miles  north-east  of  Newcastle,  derives  its  name  from  the  river 
Blyth,  on  the  south  side  of  which  it  is  built.  The  principal  trade  of  Blyth  is  in 
coals,  of  which  more  than  120,000  tons  are  now  annually  exported.  The  earhest 
notice  of  Blyth  as  a  harbour  occurs  in  Bisiuip  Hatfield's  Survey  in  1346,  from 
which  it  appears  that  the  Bishop  of  Durham  claimed  fourpence  for  every  ship 
which  anchored  there,  and  that  the  sum  received  for  that  year  was  3«.  Ad.  At 
what  time  the  coal-trade  was  first  established  there  is  uncertain,  but  so  early  as. 
1610  a  complaint  appears  to  have  been  made  to  Parliament  on  account  of  a  late 
imposition  of  a  shilling  a  chalder  levied  on  coals  shipped  at  Blyth  and  Sunderland, 
"  not  by  virtue  of  any  contract  or  grant,  as  in  the  coals  of  Newcastle,  but  under 
the  mere  pretext  of  his  majesty's  royal  prerogative."  In  1624,  Blyth  is  again 
mentioned  in  a  proclamation,  as  a  place  exporting  sea-coals ;  and  in  1643  an  order 
of  Parhament  prohibits  ships  from  bringing  coals  or  salt  from  Newcastle  or  Blyth, 
as  those  places  were  then  in  the  hands  of  the  Royalists. 

Within  the  last  forty  years  the  trade  of  Blyth  has  much  increased  in  con- 
sequence of  the  opening  of  new  collieries  in  the  neighbourhood.  A  commodious 
dry  dock  was  formed  in  1811;  and  there  are  several  slips  for  the  building  and 
repairing  of  ships.  A  considerable  quantity  of  articles  of  cast  and  malleable  iron, 
manufactured  at  Bedlington,  about  three  miles  up  the  river,  are  shipped  at  Blyth. 

Blyth  is  a  member  of  the  port  of  Newcastle ;  and  a  number  of  vessels  belonging 
to  persons  residing  there  are  registered  at  the  latter  port.  Nearly  the  whole  of 
Blyth  is  the  property  of  Sir  M.  Ridley,  Bart.  At  spring  tides  there  is  about 
fourteen  feet  water  on  the  bar,  and  about  twelve  at  neaps ;  but  at  low  water  th? 
bur  is  nearly  dry. 


BLYTH. 

It  may  be  interesting  to  contemplate  a  few  facts  and  figures  in  connexion  with 
that  trade  ■which  forms  the  principal  occupation  of  Blyth  and  Its  neighbouring 
ports.  From  the  evidence  of  an  experienced  coal-engineer,*  given  a  few  years 
since  before  a  Parliamentary  Committee,  we  learn,  "  that  the  number  of  persons 
employed  under-ground  on  the  Tyne  are — men,  4,937;  boys,  3,554;  together, 
8,491:  above-ground — men,  2,745;  boys,  718;  making  3,463  :  making  the  total 
emp  oyed  in  the  mines  above  and  below  ground,  11,954,  which  in  round  numbers 
I  call  12,0l'0,  because  I  am  pretty  sure  there  were  some  omissions  in  the  returns. 
On  the  river  Wear,  I  conceive  there  are  9,000  employed ;  making  21,000  employed 
in  digging  the  coal,  and  delivering  it  to  the  ships  on  the  two  rivers.  From  the 
best  calculations  I  have  been  able  to  make,  it  would  appear  that,  averaging  the 
coasting-vessels  that  cany  coals  at  the  size  of  220  London  i haldrons  each  vessel, 
there  wou'd  he  1,400  vessels  employed,  which  would  require  15,000  seamen  and 
boys.  I  have  made  a  summary.  There  are,  seamen,  15,000;  pitmen  and  above- 
ground  people  employed  at  the  collieries,  21,000 ;  keel-men,  coal-boatmen,  casters, 
and  trimmers,  2,000:  making  the  total  number  employed  in  what  I  call  the 
Korthern  Coul  Trade,  38,000.  In  London,  whippers,  lightermen,  and  so  forth, 
5,000;  factors,  agents,  &c.,  on  the  Coal  Exchange,  2,500; — 7,500  in  all,  in 
London.  Making  the  grand  total  in  the  North  country  and  London  departments 
of  the  trade,  45,500.  This  does  not,  of  course,  include  the  persons  employed  at 
the  outports  in  discharging  the  ships  there." 

*  Mr.  Buddie,  of  WallsPiiJ,  wUose  Statistics  of  the  coai-tradi;  Lave  been  quoted  by  M'Cullocu  i-.nd 
*tlier  writers  on  the  &ubj»cr. 


TYNEMOUTH. 

VESSEL    ON    THE    KOCKS. 

The  engraving  presents  a  view  of  a  vessel  on  tlie  rocks,  at  tlie  foot  of  the  clitF. 
to  the  north-east  of  Tynemouth  castle,  as  seen  from  the  Ox-full,  in  coming  from 
Cullercoat  Sands.  On  tlie  top  of  the  cUiF  is  the  lighthouse;  in  the  foreground 
are  various  indications  of  a  wreck;  towards  the  middle  of  the  engraving  is  the 
vessel  "  high  and  dry  "  upon  the  rocks ;  and  in  the  distance,  on  the  left  hand,  is 
seen  Souter  Point,  in  the  county  of  Durham,  about  four  miles  distant  from 
Tynemouth. 

The  village  of  Tynemouth,  which  gives  name  to  an  extensive  and  populous 
parish,  is  situated  near  the  mouth  of  the  river  Tyne,  at  the  southern  extremity  of 
the  county  of  Northumberland.  It  is  a  short  mile  distant  from  North  Shields, 
about  nine  miles  to  the  eastward  of  Newcastle,  and  two  hundred  and  seventy-six 
from  London.  It  consists  chiefly  of  one  wide  street,  which  runs  nearly  east  and 
west,  with  one  or  two  smaller  streets  to  the  northward,  nearly  in  the  same 
direction. 

The  ruins  of  Tynemouth  priory,  which,  with  the  adjacent  lighthouse,  form 
one  of  the  most  conspicuous  landmarks  on  the  eastern  coast  of  Englaml,  lie  to  the 
eastward  of  the  village.  The  priory  is  built  on  a  small  rocky  peninsula,  which  is 
bound,  from  south-west  to  north-east,  by  a  steep  and  lofty  cliff;  and  the  entrance 
to  this  enclosure,  which  is  of  about  six  acres  area,  is  through  the  gateway  under- 
neath the  castle.  The  whole  of  the  enclosed  space  is  fortified  according  to  the 
rules  of  modem  defensive  warfare,  and  a  party  of  artillery  are  always  stationed  at 
the  castle.  There  is  a  public  walk  round  the  whole  of  the  castle-yard ;  and  the 
view  of  the  coast,  looking  either  to  the  north  or  south,  is  extremely  interesting. 
From  the  top  of  the  lighthouse,  which  stands  at  a  short  distance  to  the  north-east 
of  the  priory,  the  Cheviot  Hills,  on  the  borders  of  Scotland,  can  be  plainly  seen ; 
and,  looking  southward,  the  view  extends  across  the  Durham  coast  as  llir  as  Hmit- 
chffe  Fort,  in  Yorkshire ;  and,  in  very  clear  weather,  Flamborough  Head,  which 
is  about  seventy-two  miles  distant,  may  be  perceived. 

Although  the  present  castle  of  Tynemouth,  the  appearance  of  which  has  been 
considerably  altered  within  the  last  thirty  years,  may  not  be  of  very  great  ami- 
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quity,  yet  it  is  certain  that  Robert  de  Mowbray,  in  1095,  when  he  entered  into  a 
conspiracy  to  dethrone  William  Rufus,  had  a  castle  at  Tynemouth,  and  that  lie 
converted  the  peninsular  area  on  which  it  was  built  into  a  place  of  great  strengtii. 
After  a  siege  of  two  months,  the  castle  was  taken  by  the  king,  and  the  earl  escaped 
to  Bamborough.  Mowbray,  subsequently,  being  pursued  by  the  king's  party, 
when  endeavouring  to  gain  admission  into  the  castle  of  Newcastle,  took  sanctuary 
in  Tynemouth  church,  I'rom  which,  however,  he  was  dragged  by  his  enemies,  and 
made  prisoner. 

In  1090,  Malcolm  III.,  Iving  of  Scotland,  and  his  son  Edward,  having  been 
slain  when  besieging  Alnwick,  were  interred  at  Tynemouth.  In  1298,  Edward  I. 
visited  Tynemouth,  and  oflered  a  clasp  of  gold  at  the  shrine  of  St.  Oswald ;  and, 
in  1303,  his  queen  resided  there  while  ho  proceeded  into  Scotland.  In  1381, 
some  monks  of  St.  Albans,  who  had  been  engaged  in  Wat  Tyler's  insurrection, 
fled  to  Tynemouth  for  refuge  on  the  death  of  their  leader.  On  the  suppression 
of  Tynemouth  priory,  by  Henry  VIII.,  in  1539,  the  monks  were  possessed  of 
twenty-seven  manors  in  the  county  of  Northumberland,  with  various  advow- 
sons,  impropriations,  and  other  property,  both  in  that  county  and  in  Durham. 
Their  annual  revenue  was  valued  by  Speed  at  £511  4s.  l^d.;  and  by  Dugdale 
at  £397   10s.  5id. 

The  church  of  Tynemouth  priory  continued  to  be  used  for  divine  service  tiU 
about  1659,  when,  iu  consequence  of  its  dilapidated  state,  the  foundation  of  a  new 
church  was  laid,  near  to  North  Shields,  on  the  Newcastle-road.  In  the  reign  of 
Charles  II.,  the  lead  was  stripped  off  the  roof  of  the  old  church,  by  Colonel 
Edward  Viiliers,  then  governor  of  Tynemouth  castle,  who  also  pulled  down  part 
of  the  priory,  in  order  to  obtain  stones  for  the  erection  of  a  lighthouse  and  other 
buildings. 

By  a  grant  from  Charles  II.,  dated  30th  June,  1677,  Colonel  Viiliers,  in 
consideration  of  building  the  Hghthouse  and  providing  a  light,  was  authorised  to 
demand  one  shilling  from  each  British,  and  sixpence  from  each  foreign,  vessel 
entering  the  Tyne.  Since  the  time  of  Colonel  Viiliers,  the  lighthouse  has  under- 
gone considerable  alterations,  and  it  has  also  been  greatly  elevated.  Its  correct 
geographical  situation  is — north  latitude,  55°  0'  55";  west  longitude,  1°  24'  31". 
The  Hght,  which  is  a  revolving  one,  is  displayed  from  sunset  to  sunrise,  and  may 
be  seen,  in  clear  weather,  at  the  distance  of  five  or  six  leagues.  The  light  appears 
iu  its  greatest  lustre,  like  a  star  of  the  first  magnitude,  once  a  minute ;  its  bril- 
liancy then  begins  to  decline,  and  at  length  it  becomes  totally  obscured. 
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CULLERCOAT.S. 

In  tlie  Engraving  is  given  a  view  of  Cullerccats,  as  seen  from  the  southward 
On  the  sand,  in  the  fore-ground,  is  a  coble,  a  light  kind  of  boat,  generally  em- 
ployed by  the  fishermen  on  the  coast  of  Northumberland ;  near  the  coble,  to  the 
right,  is  a  dand  or  buoy,  used  by  the  fishermen  to  mark  the  place  where  they 
have  cast  their  lines  or  nets.  It  is  formed  of  an  inflated  bag  of  tanned  skin, 
through  which  a  light  pole  passes,  and  to  which  pole  the  ends  forming  the  openings 
of  the  bag  are  tightly  tied  with  cord.  The  lower  end  of  the  pole  is  sometimes 
rendered  heavy  by  lead,  so  that  the  dand  may  float  upright,  and  it  has  also  a  loop, 
or  a  ring,  to  which  the  rope  connecting  it  with  the  nets  or  lines  is  fastened  ;  and 
a  piece  of  bunting,  or  coloured  cloth,  is  attached,  as  a  small  flag,  to  the  upper  end, 
in  order  that  it  may  be  more  perceptible  at  a  distance. 

The  village  of  Cidlercoats,  which  lies  about  a  mile  to  the  northward  of 
Tynemouth,  is  mostly  inhabited  by  fishermen.  The  duties  performed  by  the 
wives  and  daughters  of  the  Cullercoats  fishermen  are  very  laborious.  They  search 
for  the  bait — sometimes  digging  sand-worms  in  the  muddy  sand  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Coble-dean,  at  the  head  of  North  Shields  ;  gathering  muscles  on  the  Scalp, 
near  Clifford's  Fort  ;  or  seeking  Hmpets  and  dog-crabs  among  the  rocks  near 
Tynemouth ; — and  they  also  assist  iq  baiting  the  hooks.  Tliey  carry  the  fish 
which  are  caught  in  North  Shields  in  large  wicker  baskets,  caUed  creels,  and  they 
they  also  sit  in  the  market  there  to  sell  them.  AYlaen  fish  are  scarce,  they  not 
unf  requently  carry  a  load  on  their  shoulders,  weighing  between  three  or  four  stone, 
to  Newcastle,  which  is  about  ten  miles  distant  from  Cullercoats,  in  the  hope  ct 
meeting  with  a  better  market.  The  fish  principally  caught  by  the  fishermen  c^f 
Cullercoats  are  codlings,  cod,  ling,  (^Gadus  molva),  halibut,  usually  called  turbot 
in  Northumberland,  haddocks,  and  whitings.  Herrings  are  also  taken  in  the 
season ;  and  the  colesay  {^Gadus  carbonarius),  is  occasionally  caught,  but  it  is  a  lisb 
which  is  hardly  worth  the  bait,  as  it  is  scarcely  saleable  at  any  price.  The  most 
valuable  sea-fish  caught  by  the  fishermen  of  Cullercoats,  is  the  bret,  or  turbot  ot 
the  London  market.  But  this  fish,  when  caught  by  them,  is  mostly  sold  to  the 
bret  smacks,  by  which  it  is  conveyed  to  London.  Gentlemen  residing  at 
Cullercoats  or  Tynemouth  during  the  bathing  season,  may  often  obtain  excellent 
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Bport  in  fisliing  for  whitings,  In  fine  weather,  off  the  north-eastern  end  of  the  Herd 
Sand.  Tlie  best  time  Is  in  the  evening,  towards  high-water ;  and  the  best  bait  is 
sprats  cut  Into  small  pieces ;  It  Is  no  extraordinary  feat  for  a  party  of  three,  with  half 
a  dozen  lines,  to  take  twelve  or  fifteen  dozen  of  whitings  In  three  hours,  on  a  summer's 
evening. 

For  the  amateur  sea-fisher,  in  the  neighoourhood  of  Tynemouth,  there  Is  no 
bait  generally  so  good  when  fishing  witliin  ?ix  or  eight  miles  of  the  shore,  as  tlie 
small  doT-crab,  called  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Slilelds  a  pillan.  It  is  known  from 
the  common  dog-crab  by  the  facility  with  which  its  shell  may  be  stripped  off;  for 
instance,  in  breaking  the  shell  round  one  of  its  claws,  the  broken  portion  may  be 
withdrawn  from  the  member  as  a  glove  from  the  hand ;  and  the  shell  of  the  back 
may  also  be  stripped  off  in  the  same  manner.  From  this  faclhty  of  peeling,  it  is 
probable  that  the  crab  derives  Its  local  name  of  pillan.  Pillan,  however,  are  not 
plentiful  ;  and  when  such  are  not  to  be  got,  then  sand-worms,  muscles,  and 
common  dog-crabs  are  the  most  likely  bait.  Codlings  and  rock-codhngs  are 
plentiful  a  little  to  the  eastward  of  Tynemouth ;  but,  haddocks  and  cod,  the  staple 
of  the  Cullercoats  fishermen,  are  not  often  caught  in  any  great  quantity  within 
seven  miles  of  the  shore.  The  young  of  the  colesay,  called  a  hallan,  a  beautiful 
Uttle  fish,  is  frequently  caught  with  a  rod,  from  the  rocks  In  the  neighbourhood  of 
Tynemouth.  The  weaver,  (  Trachinus  draco,)  or  stinging-fish  as  it  Is  called  at 
Shields,  is  often  caught  when  fisliing  off  Tynemouth  Bar ;  and  strangers,  who  are 
unacquainted  with  the  formidable  character  of  this  Uttle  fish,  are  sometimes  i)ricked 
by  It  when  taklngit  off  the  hook.  The  men  who  are  employed  in  the  salmon  fishery, 
at  the  end  of  the  Herd  Sand,  have  sometimes  their  bare  feet  stung  by  it  when 
hauling  their  nets.  The  average  length  of  this  fish,  as  caught  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Tyne,  Is  about  five  Inches;  though  some  are  occasionally  caught  there  three  or  four 
inches  longer.  The  dangerous  spines  are  those  of  the  first  dorsal  fin ;  and  the  best 
remedy  for  the  wound  Is  to  rub  it  well  with  sweet  oil. 

Cullercoats  Is  a  kind  of  land-mark  for  vessels  leaving  Shields  Harbour ;  for  as 
soon  as  the  man  at  the  helm  can  see  the  village  opening  behind  Tynemouth  Cliff, 
the  smp  is  over  the  bar. 


DUNSTANBROUGH    CASTLE, 

FROM   THE   EASTWABU. 

DuNSTAJfBEODGH  Castle,  in  the  countj  of  Nortluunl>erlauJ,  13  situated 
»bout  seven  miles  north-east  of  Alnwick,  and  about  two  miles  north  by  east  of 
Howick,  the  seat  of  Earl  Grey.  Of  the  keep  there  are  no  vestiges  remaining ; 
and  it  is  even  questionable  if  it  was  ever  completed.  Thomas,  Earl  of  Lancaster, 
who  is  generally  considered  to  have  been  the  founder  of  the  present  castle,  only 
obtained  the  king's  licence  to  crenelate,  or  fortify,  his  house  at  Dunstanbrougli 
in  1316:  and  as  he  was  beheaded  at  Pontefract  in  1321,  and  in  the  intermediate 
years  had  been  much  engaged,  in  the  south,  in  rebellion  against  Edward  II.,  it  is 
not  unlikely  that  the  keep  might  be  unfinished  at  his  decease,  and  never  afterwards 
finished.  Of  Dunstanbrough  Castle  history  records  little  that  is  interesting. 
In  1464  it  was  held,  after  the  battle  of  Hexham,  for  Henry  VI.,  by  Sir  Peter  de 
Bressy,  and  a  party  of  Frenchmen ;  but  was  taken,  after  a  vigorous  defence,  by 
Ralph  Lord  Ogle,  Edmund  and  Richard  de  Craster,  John  Manners,  and  Gilbert 
de  Errington,  all  Northumbrians,  and  partisans  of  Edward  IV.  From  this  period 
the  castle,  which  was  dismantled  by  the  victors,  is  never  mentioned  in  the  history 
of  the  county  as  tiie  scene  of  any  memorable  event.  It  was  in  the  possession  of 
the  crown  in  the  10th  of  Ehzabeth,  but  was  granted  by  James  I.  to  t^ir  "William 
Grey,  afterwards  Lord  Grey  of  Wark.  It  is  now  the  property  of  the  Earl  of 
Tankerville,  whose  ancestor,  Charles  Lord  Os=ulston,  became  possosed  of  it  in 
1701,  through  his  marriage  with  the  daughter  and  heiress  of  Lord  Grey,  Earl  of 
Tankerville,  son  of  Lord  Grey  of  Wark. 

In  the  present  engraving  a  view  is  presented  of  the  principal  remaining  tower 
of  Dunstanbrough  Castle,  as  seen  from  the  sea  at  the  distance  of  about  a  mile ; 
and  whoever  has  seen  it  at  that  distance  in  a  blustering  day,  towards  the  latter 
end  of  October,  will  immediately  acknowledge  the  fidelity  of  the  artist's  deh- 
ncation.  Though  the  Abbess  of  Whitby  and  her  nuns,  in  their  fabled  voyage 
to  Holy  Island,  passed  tlie  place  iu  summer,  and  in  fine  weather,  yet  they  seem 
to  have  been  near  enough  »*J  lie  sensible  of  the  danger  of  too  close  an  approach 
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to  its  "  wave-worn  stpep;"  for  Sir  Walter  Scott,  in  Marmion,  Canto  II.,  relates 
that, — 

"  They  crossed  themselves,  to  liear 
Tlie  wlii  telling  breakers  sound  so  near, 
Where,  boiling  through  the  rocks,  they  roar 
On  Dunstanborough'g  cavemed  shore." 

The  contemfilation  of  Dunstanbrough  Castle,  like  that  of  many  similar  edifices, 
the  ruins  of  which  still  frown  upon  the  promontories  and  headlands  of  our  coast, 
cannot  but  awaken  feelings  little  favourable  to  what  are  frequently  called  the 
"  good  old  times."  If  we  may  compare  what  our  ancestors  have  left  with  what 
the  present  generation  is  exerting  itself  to  accomplish,  antiquity  has  little  to  boast 
of.  Our  forefathers  crowned  the  chfts  of  the  land  with  strongholds,  bristling  with 
lofty  towers  and  warlike  battlements,  nominally  for  their  own  defence  from  the 
incursions  of  foreign  foes,  but  too  often  diverted  into  engines  of  tyranny  and 
oppression  to  their  fellow-citizens.  The  shipwrecked  mariner  of  those  days  had 
often  more  to  dread  than  to  hope  for  in  the  approach  to  such  beacons  as  Dunstan- 
brough ;  and  if  unhappily  thrown  upon  the  mercy  of  its  owners,  they  were  only 
too  ready  to  seize  upon  what  the  waves  had  spared,  and  deem  that  in  permitting 
him  to  depart  unharmed,  they  had  done  all  that  could  be  expected  from  them. 
In  our  days,  we  no  longer  erect  castles  on  our  coasts ;  we  rather  stud  them  with 
lighthouses,  and  thus  mark  out  the  track  of  safety,  not  only  for  the  ships  of  our 
own  nation,  but  confer  equal  benefits  upon  those  of  every  other  maritime  power. 
We  no  longer  pour  down  upon  the  distressed  seamen  with  armed  bands,  whose 
only  aim  is  plunder ;  but  we  rush  to  the  beach,  and  with  life-boats  constructed  in 
the  best  manner,  and  manned  by  the  bravest  and  most  skilful  of  our  countrymen, 
we  hasten  to  succour  and  to  save  those  whom  the  elements  are  threatening  to 
destroy.  Of  a  truth,  the  ruins  of  these  fortresses  of  old  might  instil  a  spirit  of 
thankfulness  in  the  minds  of  many  of  those  who  profess  to  admire  the  days  which 
ttrc  gone,  and  render  them  grateful  that  their  lot  has  been  cast  in  happier  times. 


'"'"/■ 
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jrOONLIGHT. 


In  the  vionette  engraving  of  Dustanbrough  by  moonlight,  the  incident  ot  a 
wreck  coming  ashore  among  the  rocks  at  the  foot  of  the  castle  is  introduced  with 
striking  effect.  The  masts  of  the  vessel  are  seen  dashing  against  the  rocks. 
To  the  left  are  fishermen  assisting  such  of  the  crew  as  have  escaped  to  ascend  the 
cliff;  while  to  the  right  are  seen  people  with  torches  from  the  adjacent  country 
liastening  towards  the  scene  of  destruction.  The  moon  appears  as  if  "  wading  "  * 
throuo-h  the  clouds,  and  tlie  old  tower — itself  the  wrecK  of  time — appropriately 
occupies  the  centre  of  the  view. 

"  On  the  brink  of  the  clitli  to  the  sea,"  says  a  writer,  describing  Dunstanbrough 
Castle,  "  appear  tne  remains  of  a  very  strons:  wall ;  indeed  it  is  probable  the 
whole  area  was  originally  so  enclosed.  The  heavy  seas  which  break  upon  the 
rocks  of  the  north-west  point  have  torn  them  much,  and  it  appears  as  if  the  area 
had  been  originally  of  greater  extent  than  at  present,  many  separate  columns  of 
lock  standing  near  the  cliffs,  which,  some  ages  ago,  may  have  been  joined  to  tlie 

mainland Immediately  below  this   tower"    [that  which  is  seen  in    the 

entTaving]  "  is  a  gully  or  passage,  of  perpendicular  sides,  formed  in  the  rocks, 
about  sixty  yards  in  length,  and  forty  feet  deep,  where  the  sea  makes  a  dreadful 
inset,  breaking  into  foam  with  a  tremendous  noise  :  the  spray  occasioned  thereby 
is  driven  within  the  Castle  walls.  This  place  is  called  by  the  country  people  the 
Rumble  Ckurnl;."  It  is  to  this  chasm  that  Sir  Walter  Scott  alludes  when  he  speaks 
of  "  Dunstanbrough's  caverned  shore,"  in  the  popular  poem  of  Marmion. 

In  the  neighbourhood  of  Dunstanbrough  there  is  a  legendary  tale  yet  current, 
though  no  longer  at  its  ancient  value,  of  a  knight  who,  many  centuries  ago, 
discovered  a  place  of  enchantment  in  the  vaults  of  the  castle,  but  who,  faihng  to 
break  the  spell,  through  inattention  to  certain  mysterious  instructions  given  to 
him,  was  doomed  to  seek  for  ever  amid  the  ruins  for  the  entrance  to  the  enchanted 
apartment.      Mr.  G.  Lewis,  in  the  Tales  of  Wonder,  has   versified  this  story 

•  The  moon  is  said  to  "wade'  when  she  seems  as  if  toilfully  making  her  way  through  a  siiccessioi 
of  clouds,  which  fiit  rapidly  past  her. 

+  Uktorij  of  Northumberland,  voL  i.jj.  504.     Edil.  1810. 
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under  tlic  title  of  "  Sir  Guy,  the  Seeker,"  adding  to  it  certain  cnibollisliments  of 
his  own,  and  among  other  matters,  introducing  a  description  of  the  liuinhic 
Churn. 

The  principal  parts  of  Dunstanbrough  Castle  at  present  standing  are  tlie  outrr 
walls  to  the  south  and  west,  with  the  tower  overlooking  the  sea,  and  a  gate\v;iy 
towards  the  south,  defended  by  two  circular  towers.  The  area  inclosed  by  tlio 
walls  and  the  cliff  Is  about  nine  acres.  It  is  under  cultivation ;  and  in  the 
additions  to  Cnmdm  it  is  said  to  have  produced  in  one  year  two  hundred  and 
forty  bushels  of  corn,  besides  several  loads  of  iiay. 

Howick  House,  the  seat  of  Earl  Grey,  is  situated  in  the  vicinity  of  Dunstan- 
broutrh.  It  is  a  noble  mansion,  built  in  1787  from  designs  by  Paine;  and  is 
surrounded  by  a  beautiful  park,  watered  by  two  streams  which  unite  in  tlie 
grounds.  Near  the  eastern  side  of  the  park  are  the  remains  of  a  Roman  encamp- 
ment, where  numerous  coins  and  antiquities  have  been  found.  The  family  of 
Grey  is  ancient  in  Northumberland ;  and  first  obtained  the  peerage  in  the  rei^'n 
of  Edward  IV.  It  is  observable  that  the  Greys  of  this  district  bear  the  same 
heraldic  distinction  as  the  Grev  family  in  Scotland,  and  are  both  probably 
descended  from  tlie  same  stock,— one  of  the  martial  followers  of  the  Norman 
conqueror. 

Alnwick  Castle,  about  seven  miles  from  Dunstanbrouah,  is  the  residence  of  the 
Duke  of  Northumberland :  it  is  an  immense  pile  covering  nearly  five  acres  of 
TTound;  and  built  upon  an  <jievated  spot  on  tiic  southern  side  of  tiic  river  All.. 
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FROM   THE    SOUTH-EAST. 

Sir  Walter  Scott,  in  liis  description  of  the  voyage  of  the  abbess  of  Whitby 
and  her  nuns  to  Holy  Island,  in  the  second  canto  of  Marmion,  thus  speaks  of  them 
as  noticing  Bambrough  Castle : 

"  Thy  tower,  proud  Bambrougli,  marked  they  there. 
King  Ida's  castle,  huge  and  square, 
From  its  tall  rock  look  griniiv  down, 
And  on  the  swelling  ocean  frown." 

The  view  which  Balmer,  with  his  usual  effect,  has  given  of  Bambrough  Castle 
from  the  south-east,  is  that  which  the  reverend  mother  and  her  five  fair  nuns  might 
be  supposed  to  contemplate  on  entering  the  channel  between  the  Great  Farn  Island 
and  the  mainland,  and  when  aoout  half  a  mile  from  the  shore.  The  stranded 
vessel,  however,  must  not  be  supjwsed  to  be  of  the  asc  of  Ilenrv  VIII.,  when  the 
abbess  made  her  voyage ;  for  she  i?  evidently  a  light  collier  of  the  present  dav, 
whose  captain,  probably,  in  running  for  Skate  Roads  in  a  strong  south-east  gale, 
had  stood  too  close  in  shore  in  passing  through  the  Fareway,  and  laid  her  snugly 
up  on  Bambrough  Sands.  The  Holy  Island  fishing- boats  that  are  seen — for  no 
fisliermen  dwell  at  the  village  of  Bambrough — would  seem  to  indicate  that  their 
owners  expect  a  job  in  assisting  to  get  her  off. 

These  hardy  and  industrious  men  follow  an  occupation  in  which  the  hazards 
and  dangers  are  but  poorly  recompensed  by  their  gains  ;  and  tlie  sums  tliey  occa- 
sionally obtain  from  the  owners  of  colliers  and  other  coasting  vessels,  form  rich 
prizes  in  the  humble  lottery  of  their  life.  Having  in  our  remarks  on  "  Bambrough, 
from  the  north-west,"  described  the  principal  features  of  this  sea-girt  fortress,  we 
cannot  better  employ  the  present  page  than  in  a  notice  of  the  fishery  which  is. 
cariied  on  in  its  vicinity.  The  boats  principally  used  for  this  purpose  are  called 
cobles,  and  their  fishing  ground  is  from  eight  to  sixteen  miles  from  tlie  sliore.  In 
winter,  however,  they  do  not  venture  so  far  out  as  in  summer,  but  usually  shoot 
their  lines  between  six  and  ten  miles  from  the  shore.  There  are  usually  three  men 
to  a  coble.  When  the  wind  is  not  favourable  and  they  cannot  set  their  sail,  they  use 
their  oars;  the  two  men  seated  nearest  the  head  of  the  boat  row  each  a  single  large 
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oar,  while  the  man  on  the  thwart  nearest  the  stern  rows  a  pair  of  snialler  siz<. 
The  fish  are  not  caught,  as  on  some  parts  of  the  south-western  coast  of  England, 
by  hand-hncs,  which  are  suspended  over  the  side  of  the  boat,  and  pulled  up  when 
the  fisherman  feels  that  he  has  a  bite.  The  mode  of  proceeding  is  to  make  fast  a 
number  of  lines  together,  and  shoot  them  across  the  tide  ;  and  after  they  have  lain 
extended  at  the  bottom  of  the  sea  for  several  hours — usually  during  the  time  of 
a  tide's  ebbing  or  flowing,  that  is  about  six  hours — they  are  hauled  in.  While 
tlie  lines  are  shot,  one  man  keeps  a  look-out,  and  the  other  two  usually  wrap 
themselves  in  the  sail,  and  go  to  sleep  in  the  bottom  of  the  coble.  Each  man  has 
three  lines,  and  each  line  is  from  200  to  240  fathoms  long.  The  hooks,  of  which 
there  are  from  240  to  300  to  each  line,  are  tied,  or  whipped,  as  the  fishermen  term 
it,  to  lengths  of  twisted  horse-hair  called  snoods;  each  snood  is  about  two  feet  and 
a  half  long,  and  they  are  fastened  to  the  line  at  about  five  feet  apart.  Each  man's 
lines,  when  baited,  are  regularly  coiled  upon  an  oval  piece  of  wicker  work,  some- 
thing like  the  bottom  of  a  clothes-basket,  called  by  the  Yorkshire  fishermen  a  sleep, 
at  Hartlepool,  m  the  county  of  Durham,  the  same  thing  is  called  a  rip.  In  this 
mode  of  fishing  the  hooks  are  all  baited,  generally  by  the  fishermen's  wives  and 
cliildren,  before  the  coble  proceeds  to  sea.  The  lines  when  shot  are  all  fastened 
together ;  and  when  each  is  240  fathoms  long,  the  length  of  the  whole  is  nearly 
two  miles  and  a  half  There  is  an  anchor  and  a  buoy  at  the  first  end  of  the  line , 
and  the  same  at  the  end  of  each  man's  set  of  lines.  There  are  thus  four  anchors 
and  four  buoys  to  each  coble's  entire  line.  The  buoys  at  the  extremities  of  the  line 
are  usually  formed  of  tanned  dog-skin,  inflated  in  the  manner  of  a  bladder,  and 
having  a  slight  pole,  like  the  handle  of  a  mop,  passing  through  them,  to  the  top  of 
which  a  small  flag  is  attached  to  render  them  more  conspicuous.  The  intermediate 
buoys  are  generally  made  of  cork.  The  anchors  for  sinking  and  holding  the  lines 
are  mostly  large  stones;  as  an  iron  anchor,  with  arms  like  a  ship's,  is  liable  to  get 
fast  among  the  rocks  at  tiie  bottom  of  the  sea,  and  be  lost  in  consequence  of  the 
buoy  rope  bcitig  too  weak  to  force  it  iuose. 
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Ba:mbrough,  which  is  now  a  small  village,  was  a  place  of  considerable  import- 
ance during  the  Saxon  period.  King  Ida,  who  ascended  the  throne  of  Bernicia  in 
.559,  first  built  a  castle  there,  which  he  is  said  to  have  named  Bebban-burgh  in 
honour  of  his  queen  Bebba.  It  has  been  conjectured  by  Wallis  in  his  History  of 
Northumberland,  that  the.  Keep  or  great  tower,  is  of  Roman  origin ;  but  Grose, 
with  greater  probabiUty,  considers  it  to  have  been  built  by  the  Normans.  In  1095 
Robert  Mowbray,  Earl  of  Northumberland,  having  rebelled  against  WiUiam  Rufus, 
retired  to  Bambrough  Castle,  whither  he  was  followed  by  Henry,  the  King's 
brother,  and  closely  besieged.  After  the  siege  had  continued  some  time,  Mowbray 
left  the  castle  in  the  charge  of  his  kinsman  Morel,  who  continued  to  defend  it  with 
great  bravery.  The  Earl  being  afterwards  seized  at  Tynemouth,  where  he  had 
taken  sanctuary,  Henry  caused  him  to  be  brought  to  Bambrough,  and  there 
showing  him  before  the  walls  of  the  castle,  he  tlireatened  to  put  out  his  eyes  if  it 
were  not  immediately  dehvered  up — a  proceeding  which  caused  Morel  to  surrender 
the  place  forthwith. 

From  the  reign  of  Wilham  Rufus  till  about  the  middle  of  the  fifteenth  century, 
Bambrough  Castle,  as  if  it  were  a  place  too  important  to  be  in  the  hands  of  a  subject, 
appears  to  have  continued  in  the  possession  of  the  crown,  by  whom  a  governor  was 
appointed.  In  the  frequent  contests  between  the  houses  of  York  and  Lancaster,  it 
sustained  great  damage ;  and  as  it  was  not  repaired  either  by  Henry  VII.  or  his 
successor,  it  ceased  about  the  beginning  of  the  sixteenth  century  to  be  a  fortress  of 
importance.  In  1575  Sir  John  Foster,  warden  of  the  Middle  Marches  was 
governor  of  Bambrough  Castle  ;  and  one  of  his  descendants  received  a  grant  of  the 
old  building  from  James  I.  It  continued  in  the  possession  of  this  family  till  the 
commencement  of  the  reign  of  George  I.,  when  it  was  forfeited  through  the  treason 
of  Thomas  Foster,  Esq.,  M.  P.  for  Northumberland,  better  known  as  General  Foster, 
who  in  1715  took  up  arms  in  favour  of  the  Pretender 

Tlie  Manor  and  Castle  of  Bambrough  were  afterwards  purchased  of  the  crown, 
by  Nathaniel,  Lord  Crewe,  Bishop  of  Durham,  who  was  married  to  Foster's  aunt. 
Lord  Crewe,  at  his  decease  in  1720,  left  the  above  property,  with  other  valuable 
estates,  to  trustees  to  be  applied  to  charitable  uses.     In  compliance  with  the  inten- 
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tions  of  the  testator,  a  noble  cliarity  is  est:iblished  at  Bambrough  for  the  succour  of 
shipwrecked  seamen,  the  education  of  children,  and  the  relief  of  indigent  persons. 
In  1737  part  of  the  Keep  being  ready  to  fall  down,  the  Ilev.  Thomas  Sharp,  Arch- 
deacon  of  Northumberland,  and  one  of  Lord  Crewe's  trustees,  caused  it  to  be 
repaired,  "  merely  because  it  had  been  a  sea-mark  for  ages,  and  as  such  beneficial 
to  the  public."  Tlie  Rev.  Thomas  Sharp  being  succeeded  in  the  trusteeship,  as 
well  as  in  the  archdeaconry,  by  his  son,  the  Rev.  John  Sharp,  D.D.,  the  latter,  who 
•was  also  perpetual  curate  of  Bambrough,  continued  to  make  further  repairs;  and 
he  also  caused  an  immense  quantity  of  sand,  which  he  had  accumulated  in  the  castle- 
yard,  to  be  cleared  away.  To  this  gentleman,  who  was  a  brother  of  the  amiable 
Granville  Sharp,  the  present  arrangements  of  the  charity  are  chiefly  owing.  At 
the  castle,  blocks  and  tackles,  anchors,  cables,  warps,  and  other  articles  are  kept 
for  the  use  of  stranded  vessels.  In  stormy  weather,  two  men  patrol  the  coast  for 
eight  miles,  day  and  night,  in  order  to  look  out  for  vessels  in  distress,  and  during 
a  fog  a  bell  is  rung  at  intervals  from  the  castle,  and  a  gun  fired  every  quarter  of  an 
hour,  as  a  warning  to  such  ships  as  may  be  near  the  coast.  Flour  ard  groceries  are 
sold  to  poor  families  at  a  reduced  rate,  vol  twenty  poor  friria  are  boarded  and 
educated  within  the  cabtl<:- 
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CASTLE  OF  HOLY  ISLAND,  AND  LINDISF^VRN  ABBEY 

In  the  present  engraving  the  view  is  taken  from  the  eastward  on  entering  the 
harbour.  To  the  right  is  the  castle  ;  beyond  which,  towards  the  centre  of  the  view, 
are  seen  the  ruins  of  the  abbey.  The  setting  sun  sheds  a  warm,  yet  mellow  light, 
over  land  and  sea  ;  and  as  evening  is  approaching,  and  the  breeze  freshening  with 
tlie  flood  tide — for  it  is  evident  from  the  inward  sweU  that  the  tide  is  flowing — tlie 
fisliermen  are  seen  making  for  the  shore.  The  boats  bound  merrily  before  the  wind, 
and 

" the  waves,  that  murmur  in  their  glee, 

All  hurrj-ing  in  a  jojful  band, 
Come  d&ncing  from  the  sea." 

The  painter  when  he  made  his  sketch  must  have  thoroughly  felt  the  beauty  of 
the  scene,  and  been  touched  with  the  influence  of  the  hour  : — 

"  0  Hesperus,  thou  bringest  all  good  things  !" 

and  inspirest  poets  to  sing,  and  artists  to  paint  the  charms  of  eve's  sweet  hour  in 
words  and  colours  that  never  die — for  once  felt  and  communicated,  they  beconie 
impressed  on  the  heart  and  soul  of  man,  and  live  and  bloom  there  for  ever. 

Holy  Island,  wiiich  is  about  two  miles  and  a  half  long,  and  about  two  miles 
broad,  lies  off  the  Northumberland  coast  On  the  south  it  is  separated  from  the 
mainland  by  a  deep  channel  about  a  mile  broad.  To  the  north-west  it  is  con- 
nected with  the  mainland  by  a  sand,  which  is  dry  at  low  water,  and  by  which  carts 
and  passengers  can  pass  to  and  from  the  island.  Speed  says  that  the  Britons  named 
it  "  Inis  Medicante,  for  that,  in  manner  of  an  island,  it  twice  every  day  suffreth  an 
e-xtraordinarie  inundation  and  ovei-flowing  of  the  ocean,  which,  returning  unto  her 
watery  habitation,  twice  likewise  makes  it  continent  to  the  land,  and  laies  the  shoare 
bare  againe,  as  before."  It  was  called  Lindisfarn  by  the  Saxons;  and  in  after  times, 
from  the  celebrity  of  its  monastery,  and  the  holy  men  who  had  lived  there,  it 
acquired  the  name  of  Holy  Island. 

About  635,  a  church,  of  wood  and  thatched  with  reeds,  was  first  built  in  Lin- 
disfarn, by  Aidan,  a  Scottish  monk  from  the  Isle  of  lona,  who  exercised  the  office 
of  bishop  in  Northumberland.  It  was  afterwards  built  of  stone,  and  gave  title  to  a 
bisliop,  until  the  see  was  removed  to  Durham  in  995.     The  monastery  continued 


CASTLE  OF  HOLY  ISLAND,  ANU  LINDISFARN  ABBEY. 

as  a  cell,  dependent  on  Durham,  till  it  was  suppressed  by  Henry  VIII.  A  consi 
dcrable  part  of  the  old  church,  with  circular  arches  in  what  is  termed  the  Saxon 
style,  is  yet  standing,  aud  forms,  with  the  adjacent  ruins,  a  most  picturesque  object. 
'I'he  village,  or  as  it  is  usually  called  "  the  town,"  lies  at  a  short  distance  to  the  north- 
ward of  the  ruins  of  the  monastery,  and  is  chiefly  inhabited  by  Gshermen,  about  two- 
thirds  of  whom  are  also  licensed  by  the  Trinity-house  at  Newcastle  to  act  as  pilots 
for  their  own  harbour  and  the  adjacent  coaf?t. 

The  fishery  for  cod,  ling,  and  haddock  is  usually  carried  on  in  cobles.  These 
boats  are  very  generally  employed  in  the  coast  fishery  from  tlie  Tweed  to  the 
Humber.  They  are  sharp  and  wedge-shaped  at  the  bow,  but  flat-bottomed  towards 
the  stern.  They  have  only  one  mast,  stepped  close  forward,  on  which  a  lug  sail  is 
set.  They  are  excellent  sea  boats,  and,  for  their  size,  carry  a  large  sail.  The  usual 
length  of  a  Holy  Island  coble  is  from  twenty-five  to  twenty-seven  feet,  of  which 
there  are  about  sixty  belonging  to  the  island.  A  great  quantity  of  the  fish  thus 
caught  is  sent  to  London  in  smacks,  employed  by  fishmongers  or  salesmen  there, 
who  annually  contract  with  the  fishermen  to  pay  them  so  much  per  score  for  all  the 
fish  sent  during  the  season.  From  December  to  April  many  lobsters  are  caught  off 
Holy  Island,  nearly  the  whole  of  which  are  sent  to  London. 

For  the  herring-fishery,  boats  of  a  larger  size  are  employed.  They  are  from 
thirty  to  tliirty-six  feet  long,  about  eleven  feet  broad,  and  from  four  and  a  half  to 
five  feet  deep.  They  carry  two  lug  sails,  and  have  no  deck.  The  herring-fishery 
commences  off  Holy  Island  about  the  20th  of  July,  and  usually  terminates  early 
in  September.  Many  herrings  are  caught  in  the  Fare-way,  between  the  Farn  islands 
and  the  main-land ;  but  the  principal  fishery  for  them  is  generally  a  little  to  the  south- 
ward of  the  Staples,  a  cluster  of  small  islands  which  lie  from  two  to  three  miles  to 
the  eastward  of  the  Farns.  Most  of  the  herrings  caught  by  the  Holy  Island 
fishermen  are  taken  to  Berwick  to  be  cured,  and  are  thence  chiefly  exported  to 
London,  Hull,  and  Newcastle. 

On  the  beach  to  the  westward  of  the  island,  the  fossils  called  St.  Cuthbert's  beads 

-the  entrochi  of  naturalists — are  found.      They  are  also  to  be  observed  in  the  cliff 

to  the  north-east.    A  rock  which  lies  at  a  short  distance  from  the  south-west  point 

of  the  island  is  called  St.  Cuthbert's  rock,  where  in  former  times  superstition  feigned 

that  the  saint  was  wont  to  sit  and 

" frame 

The  sea-born  beads  that  bear  his  name." 

Tliis  article  of  popular  credulity  has,  however,  been  long  exploded,  and  the  fisher- 
man when  he  hears  the  stones  rattle  on  the  beach  from  the  force  of  the  waves,  no 
longer  imagines  that  t'le  sound  nrocecds  from  the  saint's  hammer. 
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FROM   THE   WESTWARD 


The  Castle  of  Holy  Island  stands  on  a  steep  rock,  about  half  a  mile  to  the 
eastward  of  the  Abbey.  It  is  wholly  inaccessible,  except  by  a  winding  pass  cut 
through  the  rock  on  the  south  side.  The  date  of  its  foundation  is  unknown; 
but  it  is  supposed  to  have  been  first  built  by  the  monks,  as  a  place  of  refuge 
against  the  piratical  attacks  of  the  Danes,  who  frequently  annoyed  them,  and 
twice  burnt  their  abbey.  The  most  memorable  event  in  the  meagre  history  ot 
this  castle  is  its  capture  for  the  Pretender,  iiy  two  men,  Launcelot  Errington, 
and  his  nephew  Mark,  in  1715.  The  garrison  at  that  time  consisted  of  a 
sergeant,  a  corporal,  and  ten  or  twelve  men.  Errington,  who  was  master 
of  a  little  vessel  then  lying  in  the  harbour,  invited  the  sergeant,  and  such  of  his 
men  as  were  not  on  duty,  to  drink  with  him  on  board  of  his  ship.  The 
invitation  being  accepted,  he  plied  them  so  well  with  brandy  as  to  render  them 
incapable  of  opposition.  Framing  an  excuse  for  going  ashore,  he  proceeded  to 
the  castle  with  his  nephew,  and  succeeded  in  turning  out  the  old  gunner,  the 
corporal,  and  two  soldiers,  being  all  that  were  on  duty.  He  then  shut  the  gates, 
and  hoisted  the  Pretender's  colours,  but  being  disappointed  in  the  succour  which 
he  expected,  and  a  party  of  the  king's  troops  arriving  from  Berwick,  he  and  his 
nephew  made  their  escape  over  the  castle  walls,  and  endeavoured  to  conceal 
themselves  among  the  rocks  and  sea-weed,  to  the  south-eastward  of  the  castle 
till  it  was  dark,  when  they  intended  to  swim  to  the  mainland.  In  consequence 
of  the  rising  of  the  tide,  they  were  obliged  to  swim  while  it  was  yet  light,  and, 
being  perceived  by  the  soldiers,  they  were  taken,  and  conveyed  to  Berwick  gaol, 
from  which,  however,  they  broke  out  before  they  were  brought  to  trial,  and 
escaped  to  France.  On  the  suppression  of  the  rebellion  they  took  the  benefit  of 
the  general  pardon,  and  returned  to  England. 

Holy  Island  is  of  an  irregular  form.     Its  greatest  length,  including  a  low 
sandy  point,  which  stretches  out  towards  the  west-north-west,  is  about  two  an 
a  half  miles.     Its  mean  breadth  does  not  exceed  a  mile  and  a  halfl 
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Holy  Island  harbour  is  a  small  bay  or  haven  on  the  south  side  of  the  island, 
between  the  castle  and  the  ruins  of  the  monastery.  On  the  bar,  wliich  is 
about  a  mile  distant  from  the  town,  there  is  about  nine  feet  at  low  water  at 
spring-tides.  The  flood  then  sets  with  a  strong  current  in  the  channel  between 
the  island  and  the  mainland;  and  at  high- water  there  is  twenty-four  feet  on 
the  bar.  There  is  no  lighthouse  on  Holy  Island,  but  there  is  a  beacon  on  tlie 
"  Ileugh" — a  hill  between  the  town  and  the  harbour — on  which,  in  bad  weather, 
when  pUots  cannot  get  off,  a  flag  is  hoisted  during  the  time  of  tide  that  sliips  may 
safely  enter.  In  gales  of  wind  from  the  eastward,  coasting  vessels  sometimes 
seek  shelter  in  Holy  Island  harbour,  and  find  good  anchorage  before  the  town  in 
three  fathoms  at  low-water. 

The  Staples  and  Farn  islands,  with  the  rocks  and  shoals  between  them  ana 
Holy  Island,  render  the  in-shore  navigation  of  the  coast  of  Northumberland,  from 
North  Sunderland  point  to  the  mouth  of  the  Tweed,  extremely  intricate  and 
hazardous ;  and  the  corporation  of  the  Trinity  House,  London,  caution  all  masters 
of  ships,  and  especially  strangers  to  the  coast,  not  to  attempt  saihng  within  those 
islands  and  shoals;  more  particularly  on  account  of  the  various  settings  of  the 
rapid  tide  which  runs  in  the  different  sounds  between  the  islands. 

A  visit  to  the  Farn  and  Staple  islands,  from  Bambrough  or  Holy  Island,  forms 
a  pleasant  excursion  in  fine  weather,  more  especially  when  the  eider  ducks  are 
sitting,  which  is  from  about  the  middle  of  May  to  the  latter  end  of  July.  These 
birds,  which  are  seldom  seen,  and  do  not  breed  to  the  southward  of  the  Farn 
islands,  are  also  known  in  the  neighbourhood  by  the  name  of  St.  Cuthbert's  ducks. 
Their  eggs,  and  the  fine  down  with  which  they  line  their  nests,  are  collected  and 
sold  by  the  person  who  rents  the  islands,  which  are  also  the  haunt  of  several  other 
species  of  water-fowl,  such  as  the  sheldrake,  the  cormorant,  and  the  shag,  with 
auks,  guillemots,  terns,  and  gulls.  Solan  geese  also  visit  the  Farn  islands,  but  do 
not  breed  there,  commonly  making  their  appearance  early  in  spring,  and  departing 
before  May. 
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FROM   THE   SOUTH-EAST. 


Ihk  view  of  Berwick  from  the  south-east  is  taken  from  the  Tweedmouth  shore, 
at  low-water,  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  below  the  bridge.  In  the  foreground  is  a 
group  of  salmon-fishers  on  the  shore  examining  the  produce  of  their  last  haul, 
while  two  others  in  a  coble  are  shooting  the  net.  To  the  left  are  seen  the  chapel 
and  some  of  the  houses  of  Tweedmouth ;  to  the  right  a  few  ships  are  perceived 
lying  on  the  shore  near  Berwick  quay,  where  the  smacks  usually  take  in,  and 
discharge,  their  cargoes.  The  spire  which  towers  above  the  houses,  like  the 
steeple  of  a  church,  is  that  of  the  town-hall.  As  Berwick  church,  which  stands 
towards  the  north  side  of  the  town,  is  without  a  steeple,  it  would  seem  that  the 
inhabitants  had  determined  to  make  amends  for  the  deficiency  by  giving  their 
town-hall  a  steeple  like  a  church. 

The  town  of  Berwick  stands  on  the  north  side  of  the  Tweed,  by  which  it  is 
separated  from  the  county  of  Northumberland,  and  about  half  a  mile  from  the 
mouth  of  that  river.  It  is  336  miles  north  by  west  from  London,  and  54  south 
by  east  from  Edinburgh.  As  a  great  part  of  the  town  is  built  on  a  declivity, 
which  slopes  down  towards  the  river,  and  as  most  of  the  houses  are  covered  with 
red  tiles,  the  view  that  is  first  obtained  of  it,  in  approaching  from  the  south,  on  a 
clear  bright  day,  is  very  striking,  though  not  very  grand.  It  is  almost  the  only 
town  on  the  Scottish  side  of  the  Tweed  in  which  the  houses  are  so  covered ;  in  all 
the  others  the  houses  being,  for  the  most  part,  roofed  with  slate. 

Chalmers,  in  his  Caledonia,  vol.  ii,  p.  217,  speaking  of  Berwick,  says,  "this 
place,  lying  at  the  mouth  ot  the  Tweed,  on  a  dubious  frontier,  has  an  origin 
obscure,  undignified,  and  recent."  That  its  origin,  like  the  origin  of  most  other 
towns  in  Great  Britain,  is  obscure,  may  be  admitted  ;  but  the  term  "  recent "  can 
scarcely  be  applied  with  propriety  to  a  town  which  was  of  such  consequence  in  the 
reign  ot  David  L  as  to  be  appointed  one  of  the  "Four  Boroughs,"*  which,  by 
their  Commissioners,  met  annually  at  Haddington,  where,  under  the  presidency  of 
the  King's  Chamberlain,  they  formed  a  Court  of  Appeal  from  the  jurisdiction  of 

*  The  other  three  were  Roxburgh,  Stirhng,  and  Edinburgh. 
B  B 
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Other  boroughs,  and  exercised  an  authority  in  commercial  affairs.  As  nothing  is 
positively  known  respecting  the  origin  of  Berwick,  it  is  impossible  that  an  unin- 
spired antiquary  should  be  able  to  decide  whether  it  was  "  undignified  "  or  not.  Its 
first  "  kirk  and  mill " — the  primary  conditions  of  a  town — were  more  likely  to  be 
founded  by  a  noble  than  by  a  serf 

In  1174,  Berwick,  with  the  castles  of  Jedburgh,  Roxburgh,  Stirling,  and 
Edinburgh,  was  delivered  up  to  Henry  II.  as  security  for  payment  of  the  ransom 
of  William  the  Lion,  King  of  Scotland,  who  had  been  taken  prisoner  when 
besieging  Alnwick ;  and  it  remained  in  the  possession  of  England  until  1 189,  when 
Richard  I.  restored  it  with  the  other  castles  to  William  for  the  sum  of  10,000 
marks.  In  1216,  Berwick  was  plundered  and  burnt  by  King  John,  but  in  a  short 
time  was  rebuilt  by  the  Scots,  in  whose  uninterrupted  possession  it  continued 
until  1296,  when  it  was  taken  by  Edward  I.  at  the  commencement  of  the  Scottish 
war  of  independence,  which  was  first  waged  by  Wallace,  and  afterwards  by  Bruce, 
against  Edward  and  his  successor;  who,  laying  claim  to  the  sovereignty  of 
Scotland,  endeavoured  to  reduce  that  country  to  a  state  of  vassalage,  and  to  compel 
her  kings  to  do  homage  to  England  for  their  crown.  From  this  war  may  be  dated 
that  jealous  and  hostile  feeling  with  which  the  two  countries  continued  to  regard 
each  other  for  nearly  three  centuries  afterwards,  and  was  only  modified  in  the 
reign  of  Elizabeth — when  there  was  a  prospect  of  a  Scottish  king  succeeding  to 
the  English  throne,  and  when  open  warfare  was  succeeded  by  political  intrigue — 
but  which  was  not  wholly  extinct  at  the  Union  of  the  two  kingdoms  in  1707. 

In  1484,  it  was  agreed  on,  by  commissioners  appointed  by  the  two  kingdoms, 
that  the  debatable  ground  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Berwick  should  remain 
without  culture,  buildings,  or  inhabitants;  and  by  a  treaty,  concluded  at  Norham, 
10th  June,  1551,  between  Edward  VI.  and  Mary  Queen  of  Scots,  Berwick  was 
declared  to  be  a  free  town,  independent  of  both  kingdoms.  Notwithstanding 
this  declaration,  Berwick  continued  subject  to  English  authority,  and,  during  the 
reigns  of  Mary  and  Elizabeth,  was  garrisoned  with  English  soldiers.  At  the 
Union  of  the  two  kingdoms  in  1707,  Berwick,  as  a  salvo  to  national  pride,  was 
considered  as  a  separate  and  independent  territory ;  and  it  is  to  this  cause  that,  in 
Public  Acts  and  Forms  of  Prayer,  the  "Town  of  Berwick-upon-Tweed''  is 
especially  mentioned. 


LEITH. 


Tiis  view  is  tahen  &om  the  pier,  with  Edinburgh,  the  Castle,  the  Calton-hill,  Salisbury-crags,  and  Arthur's- 

seat  in  the  background. 


Leith,  which  performs  nearly  the  same  important  services  to  the  "Modem 
Athens"  as  the  "  Pirteus"  did  to  the  Ancient,  has  long  served  as  the  port  and  harbour 
of  Edinbvtrgh,  to  the  prosperity  of  which,  as  well  as  to  that  of  the  whole  country, 
it  has  greatly  contributed.  As  early  as  the  beginning  of  the  fourteenth  century 
the  citizens  of  Edinburgh  received  from  King  Robert  I.  a  grant  of  the  harbour  of 
Leith  ;  but,  owing  to  the  resistance  of  a  powerful  family,  to  whose  interests  it  was 
prejudicial,  the  royal  grant  was  of  little  or  no  value  to  the  city.  As  soon,  however, 
as  the  difference  was  adjusted,  and  the  corporation  of  Edinburgh  had  obtained 
undisturbed  possession  of  the  harbour,  symptoms  of  mercantile  prosperity  became 
visible.  But  as  this  prosperity  was  confined  to  the  corporation,  the  inhabitants  of 
Leith  were  naturally  incensed  at  the  monopoly;  they  felt  themselves  debarred 
from  the  natural  advantages,  profits,  and  employments  of  their  maritime  position, 
and  daily  beheld  the  wealth  which  flowed  into  their  port  transferred  to  the  hands 
of  those  who  were  neither  resident  nor  proprietors  in  the  place.  Li  1555  a  strong 
effort  was  made  by  the  inhabitants  of  Leith  to  throw  off  their  humiliating  depen- 
dence. With  this  object  in  view  they  petitioned  the  Queen  Regent  of  Scotland, 
Mary  of  Lorraine,  for  the  royal  sanction  and  assistance;  and  succeeded  as  far  as 
to  get  Leith  erected  into  a  burgh  of  barony,  a  preparatory  step  to  its  being  raised 
to  the  independence  of  a  burgh  royal.  From  this  epoch,  however,  having  obtained 
letters  patent,  empowering  the  inhabitants  to  elect  magistrates,  and  charters  for 
erecting  divers  of  their  trades  and  arts  into  corporations,  Leith  acquired  the  name 
and  distinction  of  a  town.  By  these  charters  the  people  were  divided  into  four 
classes,  each  of  which  became  an  incorporated  body,  known  as  the  shipmasters,  the 
traffickers  or  merchants,  the  maltmen,  and  the  trades'  companions  ;  the  last  of 
which  possesses  exclusive  privileges. 

The  port  and  harbour  of  Leith  have  always  been  an  object  of  paramount 
interest  to  the  country  at  large,  and,  from  time  to  time,  various  plans  for  their 
improvement  and  extension  have  been  carried  into  effect.     There  are  now  two  dry- 
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docks  for  building  and  repairing  vessels — a  branch  of  the  craft  which  is  here  brought 
into  extensive  operation — and  two  wet-docks,  each  three  hundred  feet  wide  by 
upwards  of  seven  hundred  feet  long,  and  occupying,  with  their  appurtenances,  a 
space  of  about  three  hundred  acres.  On  these  important  works  upwards  of  two 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  pounds  have  been  expended.  The  basins  are  enclosed 
by  well-constructed  quays  and  capacious  warehouses  for  the  reception  of  merchan- 
dise. The  Custom-house,  the  Exchange,  the  Trinity-house,  the  Bank,  the  Court- 
house, the  Baths,  the  Grammar-school,  &c.,  are  all  elegant  buildings,  designed  with 
classic  taste,  and  of  modem  erection. 

Leith  enjoys  an  extensive  commerce  with  the  Baltic,  the  northern  parts  of 
Europe,  Holland,  France,  Spain,  Portugal,  the  Mediterranean,  North  America, 
and  the  West  Indies ;  besides  a  widely  ramified  coasting-trade,  and  a  share  in  the 
whale  and  herring-fisheries.  The  Leith  smacks  have  been  famous  for  their  safety 
and  swift-sailing  properties ;  and  the  powerful  steam-ships,  which  now  maintain 
an  almost  daily  intercourse  with  London,  are  proverbial  for  their  speed  and  accom- 
modation. 

The  growing  prosperity  of  Leith  is  fidly  evinced  by  the  number  of  trading 
vessels  in  its  port,  the  mercantile  business  carried  on  in  every  street,  the  crowded 
warehouses  and  ships,  its  rope-works,  canvas  manufactories,  sugar-refining-houses, 
breweries,  distilleries,  soap-works,  iron-foundries,  glass-works,  and  other  establish- 
ments of  local  industry.  But  the  tide  of  prosperity,  it  is  said,  is  prevented  from 
reaching  its  height  by  the  corporation  of  Edinburgh,  who,  by  increasing  the  rate 
and  number  of  the  port-dues  of  Leith,  have  caused  various  branches  of  commerce 
to  seek  encouragement  in  Kirkcaldy,  Dundee,  Aberdeen,  and  other  places. 

The  depth  of  water  in  the  liarbour  of  Leith  is  stated  at  only  sixteen  feet  at 
spring-tides,  and  ten  feet  at  neap-tides ;  so  that  e  ry  large  vessels  cannot  enter  the 
port ;  but  at  a  mile  from  the  mouth  of  the  harbour  there  is  excellent  anchorage 
in  what  is  called  Leith  Roads.  The  fort,  garrisoned  by  the  royal  artillery,  is 
a  place  of  great  strength. 

The  municipal  government  of  Leith  is  vested  in  a  provost,  four  baillles,  a 
treasurer,  and  ten  common-councillors,  and,  in  connexion  with  Portobello  and 
Musselburgh,  returns  one  member  to  Parliament. 
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Newhaven  derives  its  name  and  origin  from  James  the  Fourth,  the  most 
accomplished  monarch  of  his  day :  here  he  created  a  yard  for  shipbuilding,  a  har- 
bour for  the  reception  of  vessels,  and  a  chapel  dedicated  to  the  Virgin  Mary  and 
Saint  James.  The  superior  advantages  which  the  new  harbour  possessed  in  depth 
01  water  was  sufficient  to  give  it  a  decided  superiority  over  Leith,  from  which  it  is 
only  a  mile  distant ;  but,  as  this  result  was  easily  foreseen,  measures  were  promptly 
adopted  for  its  prevention,  and  the  people  of  Edinburgh — to  whom  the  prosperity 
of  Leith  was  of  vital  importance — succeeded  in  purchasing  the  town  and  harboui , 
with  all  rights  and  privileges  thereto  belonging.  Thus  the  rising  importance  of 
Newhaven  was  completely  checked,  and  its  rival  trade  restored  to  Leith. 

The  great  natural  advantages  of  Newhaven  as  a  harbour,  however,  were  not  lost 
sight  of;  and  in  recent  times  the  subject  was  once  more  revived  by  the  city  of 
Edinburgh,  and  arrangements  for  its  improvement  unanimously  agree;!  to.  A 
pier  and  harbour  have  been  erected,  beautiful  in  design  and  substantial  in 
execution,  affording  abundant  accommodation  and  shelter  for  the  large  steam-vessels 
and  other  craft  frequenting  this  part  ot  the  coast,  and  to  which  the  depth  of  water 
affords  for  the  most  part,  an  easy  entrance  or  exit,  at  all  states  of  the  tide. 

To  the  westward  of  Newhaven  is  the  elegant  chain-pier,  erected  for  the  special 
accommodation  of  steam-vessels  ;  and  along  the  coast,  and  the  intervening  space 
between  that  and  the  city,  numerous  villas,  cottages,  and  gardens,  contribute  great 
beauty  and  animation  to  the  scenery,  which  is  here  peculiarly  rich  and  variegated. 
On  the  opposite  shore  of  Fife  is  seen  the  picturesque  village  of  Aberdour,  with  its 
feudal  keep  and  richly- wooded  declivities.  Half-way  across  the  frith  stands  the 
venerable  ruins  of  Inchcomb,  the  ancient  ^monia,  one  or  the  earhest  monastic 
estabhshments  in  the  kingdom,  and  the  subject  of  many  a  pious  and  monastic  legend. 
On  the  south  the  bulwarks  of  Edinburgh  Castle,  the  blending  structures  of  the 
"  new  city  and  the  old,"  the  Calton-hill,  with  its  Acropolis-hke  finish  of  monumental 
splendour,  Salisbury  Crags  and  Arthur's  Seat,  refresh  the  eye  and  fill  the  mind  with 
such  striking  combinations  of  nature  and  art,  as  are  nowhere  to  be  met  with  but 
in  the  precincts  of  the  Scottish  "  Athens." 

Although  the  establishment  of  a  harbour  has  operated  greatly  lo  the  advantiige 
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of  Newhaven,  by  giving  additional  value  to  every  rood  of  ground  in  its  vicinity,  it 
has  not  materially  interfered  with  the  internal  economy  of  the  village,  which  retains 
most  of  those  ancient  characteristics  which  for  ages  has  given  its  inhabitants  an 
isolated  position  in  the  community.  A  stranger  cannot  enter  it  without  being 
struck  by  the  singularity  of  everything  around  him — men,  women,  children,  tho 
fish-"  creel  "  and  the  fishy  cabin  make  tiieir  appeal  to  his  senses  in  a  manner  not  to 
be  misunderstood.  Tlie  remotest  village  in  the  Alps  has  not  been  left  by  the  "  march 
of  improvement"  more  decidedly  in  the  back-ground  than  that  of  the  fish-dealing 
denizens  of  Newhaven. 

These  fish-wives  of  Newhaven  dress  themselves  in  a  manner  which,  however 
coarse  or  homely  in  appearance,  is  not  uncostly.  Tliey  are  unable  to  wear  any 
head-dress  except  a  napkin,  on  account  of  the  necessity  of  supporting  their  burden 
by  a  broad  belt  which  crosses  the  forehead,  and  must  be  slipt  over  the  head  every 
time  they  take  off  their  merchandise.  They  usually  wear,  however,  a  voluminous 
and  truly  Flemish  quantity  of  petticoats,  and  several  fine  napkins  enclosing  the  neck 
and  bosom.  Their  numerous  petticoats  are  of  different  qualities  and  colours,  as  in 
the  Netherlands  ;  anu  it  is  customary,  while  two  or  three  oi  tliese  are  allowed  to 
hang  down  to  the  ancles,  to  have  as  many  more  bundled  up  over  tne  naunches,  so 
as  to  give  a  singularly  bulky  and  sturdy  appearance  to  the  wearer.  Thirty  years 
ago,  the  poissard.es  of  Newhaven  wore  neither  shoes  nor  stockings  ;  but  in  this 
particular  they  have  at  last  yielded  to  the  force  of  example,  and  clothed  their 
nethermost  extremities  in  comfortable  worsted  stockings  and  neat's-hide.  Along 
with  the  fishermen  occupying  the  village  of  Fisherrow,  those  of  Newhaven  supply 
the  fresh  fish  consumed  in  Edinburgh  and  Lcith ;  while  their  wives,  sisters,  and 
daughters  carry  them  to  market,  or  hawk  them  about  the  streets  in  baskets.  They 
generally  ask,  like  their  sisters  In  the  Courgain  of  Calais,  three  times  the  value , 
but  their  customers,  aware  of  this  propensity,  have  little  difficulty  in  reducing 
the  "  upset  price  "  to  the  estimate  of  the  buyer. 


DUKDEE. 

ENTRANCE    TO    THE    PORT. 

"  Here  busy  commerce  spreads  her  sail ; 
The  Tay  flows  broad  and  free  ; 
And  sea  and  river,  bill  and  dole. 
I'aj  tribute  to  Liukbee." 

Highly  favoured  by  nature  in  point  of  situation.  Dundee  tas  enjoyed,  from 
tlie  remotest  period  of  our  national  history,  many  facilities  for  the  encourao-ement 
of  trade.  But  it  is  only  in  more  recent  times  that  she  has  risen  to  that  eminence 
which  now  places  her  among  the  first-rate  commercial  towns  of  the  empire.  That 
laudable  spirit  of  enterprise  which  has  encircled  the  whole  island  with  new  or 
improved  ports  and  harbours,  has  operated  most  benefacialiy  for  those  of  Dundee ; 
where,  within  the  last  twenty  or  thirty  years,  almost  every  improvement  which 
either  science  could  suggest  or  wealth  accomplish  has  been  carried  into  effect. 

On  the  retiu^  of  peace  in  1815,  the  first  great  impulse  was  given  to  the  manu- 
factures and  commerce  of  Dundee,  by  the  renovation  and  extension  of  the  harbour. 
Prior  to  that  epoch,  the  accommodation  provided  for  shipping  was  adapted  to  the 
most  limited  commerce  only.  One  small  pier  and  two  or  three  clumsy  erections  in 
a  state  of  dilapidation,  and  which  it  required  a  boat  to  reach,  constituted  the  sole 
protection  afforded  to  the  shipping,  and  the  only  convenience  for  discharging  or 
loading.  Although  the  spirit  of  enlightened  enterprise  had  been  at  work  for  several 
years,  it  was  only  at  this  late  period  that  application  was  made  to  Parliament,  and 
a  bill  obtained  for  separating  the  harbour  from  the  other  branches  of  the  common 
good,  and  for  investing  the  management  of  it  for  a  term  of  years  in  district  commis- 
sioners, who  were  selected  partly  from  the  magistrates,  and  partly  from  the  public 
bodies  of  the  town.  Great  pains  were  taken  to  procure  the  best  plans ;  and  after 
all  preliminaries  had  been  settled,  the  work  was  begun  and  carried  on  with  such 
extraordinary  activity,  that,  although  everything  was  finished  in  the  most  sub- 
stantial manner,  all  was  accomplished  within  the  time  specified.  The  plan  com- 
prised the  new  harbour,  consisting  of  a  wet-dock  of  about  six  acres ;  a  tide-harbour 
of  much  greater  extent ;  a  graving-dock,  capable  of  containing  three  of  the  largest 
merchant-vessels  frequenting  the  Tay ;  extensive  carpenters'  and  other  yards  for 
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ship-building ;  wide  and  capacious  quays,  affording  berthage  for  about  thirty  vessels 
10  load  or  discharge  at  the  same  time.  From  the  first  moment  that  measures  were 
taken  to  ensure  this  superior  accommodation,  the  number  and  tonnage  of  the  ships 
were  increased  by  their  owners,  and  the  trade  and  commerce  of  the  port  most 
materially  improved.  The  expenditure  incurred  by  these  great  public  works, 
though  amounting,  from  1815  to  1833,  to  £242,000,  or  upwards,  was  judiciously 
(^says  our  Statistical  authority)  applied,  ami  with  great  advantage  both  to  the 
private  trust  and  to  the  public  at  large. 

When  the  plan  for  the  new  harbour  was  adopted  in  1815,  it  was  considered  to 
be  to  extensive,  especially  when  compared  with  what  preceded  it,  that  it  was 
generally  behevcd  that  the  accommodation  it  promised  would  exceed  the  necessities 
of  the  trade  of  Dundee  for  many  years ;  but  this  was  so  far  from  the  fact,  that 
some  years  ago  the  want  of  sufficient  berthage  became  so  mucli  a  suVject  of  com- 
plaint, that  measures  were  taken  as  soon  as  possible  to  remedy  the  evil.  A  new 
harliour-bill  was  applied  for,  and  obtained,  vesting  the  shore-dues  permanently  in  a 
board  of  trustees.  A  plan  was  adopted  for  extending  the  tide-harbour,  and  for 
converting  the  greater  part  of  it  into  a  wet-dock,  and  for  other  improvements, 
rendered  necessary  by  the  rapidly  increasing  trade  and  commerce  of  the  town,  all 
of  which  have  been  completed. 

In  population,  trade,  and  manufactures,  as  above  stated,  Dundee  has  advanced 
faster  perhaps  than  any  town  so  situated  in  the  United  ICingdom.  There  are  men 
now  living  who  remember  when  its  population  was  less  than  one-fifth  of  what  it 
now  is ;  and  when  its  harbour  was  a  crooked  wall,  affording  shelter  to  only  a  few 
fishing  or  smuggling-craft;  when  its  spinning-mills  were  things  unknown  and 
unthought  of;  and  when  its  trade  was  hardly  deserving  of  the  name.* 

•  For  many  of  the  preceding  facts  we  .ire  indebted  to  the  New  Statistics  of  the  Town  and  Port  of 
Dundee,  a  work  indispensable  to  nil  wno  aesire  correct  information  on  tne  subject. 


DUNDEE. 

FROM   THE   OPPOSITE   SIDE   OF    THE    TAY. 

"Our  present  engraving  depicts  a  scene  of  great  natural  beauty,  and  a  faithful 
picture  of  one  of  the  most  thriving  of  the  Scottish  seaports.  Few  towns  in 
the  United  Kingdom  have  advanced  so  rapidly  in  commercial  importance.  The 
manufactures  of  Dundee  have  become  of  great  interest  not  only  to  the  town, 
but  to  the  nation  at  large.  The  proportion  which  they  bear  to  the  general 
produce  of  the  industry  of  the  state  is  very  high ;  and  their  rapid  and  continued 
progress  holds  out  the  most  encouraging  prospect  of  still  greater  accessions  in 
every  department  of  trade.  Of  these  manufactures,  the  linen  trade  holds  the  first 
place ;  it  employs  the  greatest  number  of  hands  and  the  greatest  capital,  and  gives 
a  stimulus  to  all  other  branches  of  trade  and  commerce.  The  materials  for  this 
branch  of  manufacture  are  imported  from  Russia,  Prussia,  Holland,  and  Brabant, 
and  thus  employ  a  great  number  of  ships  and  seamen.  Up  to  the  beginning  of 
the  present  century,  all  the  linen  yarns  manufactured  here  were  hand-spun  ;  and 
in  1811  there  were  only  four  spinning-mills  driven  by  steam:  at  the  present  time 
there  are  upwards  of  100  flax  spinning-mills,  employing  more  than  8,000  hands, 
of  whom  nearly  one  half  are  females.  The  following  figures  exhibit  the  progres- 
sive increase  of  this  trade  : — The  importation  of  flax  in  1790  was  2,700  tons ;  in 
1850,  55,000  tons.  The  export  of  linen  in  1790  was  8  millions  of  yards  ;  in  1850, 
85  millions  of  yards.  The  yarns  thus  manufactured  are  generally  sent  from  the 
mills  direct  to  the  bleach-fields,  or  to  the  wash-mill,  where  they  are  scoured  or 
whitened,  and  prepared  for  the  loom.  In  weaving  sail-cloth,  and  other  heavy 
goods,  men  only  are  employed ;  but,  in  the  lighter  fabrics,  women  perform  the 
work  as  well  as  the  men.  Formerly,  the  women  were  employed  in  spinning  only  ; 
but  here,  as  everywhere  else,  where  steam  is  employed,  the  introduction  of  machinery 
has  wholly  superseded  the  use  of  the  domestic  wheel  and  distaff,  and  compelled 
the  females  to  earn  a  scanty  subsistence  in  a  mucli  less  appropriate  labour. 

Within  the  last  thirty  years  the  population  of  Dundee  has  been  more  than 
doubled;  its  charitable  contributions  have  risen  from  under  £2,000  to  nearly 
£  >  2,000  per  annum ;  its  shipping  has  increased  fourfold  ;  while  its  linen  trade 
nus  been  called  almost  entirely  into  existence.     But  the  reverse  of  the  picture 
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must  not  be  concealed — the  assessment  of  the  poor  has  advanced  tenfold  ;  in  1701, 
it  was  £400,  it  is  now  upwards  of  £10,000.  This  is  an  evil,  it  has  been  said, 
'nseparable  from  prosperous  communities,  fur  the  poor  generally  flock  tc,  or  are 
ncreased  in  them  ;  and  where  multitudes  are  gathered  together  at  various  employ- 
ments, example  does  not  always  favour  economy,  industry,  and  virtue.  Nor  is  it 
easy,  amidst  the  spirit  of  enterprise  which  Is  now  abroad,  to  suggest  any  improve- 
ment for  the  town  which  the  resident  authorities  have  not  already  in  contemplation. 
Full  tide  in  the  estuary  of  the  Tay  is  generally  said  to  occur,  on  the  days  of 
the  new  and  full  moon,  at  a  quarter  past  two  o'clock,  but  in  the  harbour  of  Dundee 
it  flows  till  about  half-past  two.  The  average  height  of  the  spring-tides,  as 
measured  by  an  index  at  the  entrance  to  King  William's  Dock,  Is  about  seventeen 
feet,  while  that  of  the  neap-tides  is  about  eleven  feet.  The  water  opposite  the 
town,  though  saline,  is  not  wholly  marine,  but  considerably  diluted  by  the  fresh 
water  flowing  down  the  river ;  and  this  is  the  reason,  probably,  why  sea-water 
insects  never  attack  the  piles,  buoys,  or  beacons  about  the  harbour.  Opposite  the 
town,  the  river  Tay  Is  very  nearly  two  miles  broad.  The  channel  across  is  much 
interrupted  by  a  sand-bank,  v/hlch,  though  formed  within  the  last  forty  years,  lias 
now  at  full  spring-tides  only  about  ten  feet  water  over  its  surface,  and  at  neap- 
tides  scarcely  more  than  four.  It»  position  Is  not  far  from  midway  across ;  its 
form  is  spindle-shaped ;  its  lengtn,  as  seen  at  low  water,  upwards  of  a  mile ;  and 
its  course  parallel  with  that  of  the  river.  At  present,  Its  lower  or  eastern 
extremity  is  stretching  down  in  the  form  of  a  curve,  concave  towards  the  harbour 
of  Dundee  ;  but  It  Is  so  constantly  altering  its  features,  that  no  further  remark  need 
be  made  upon  it  than  this,  that  it  ia  always  accumulating,  and  slowly  moving 
down  the  river.  This  sand-bauk,  in  reference  to  the  navigation  of  the  Tay,  is 
naturally  an  object  of  no  small  interest  ana  solicitude 
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The  Harbour,  which  was  originally  at  the  end  of  the  East  Causeway,  was 
formed  about  the  remote  period  of  1194;  but  being  ill-constructed  for  the  cr.il'i 
and  increasing  traffic  of  more  modern  times,  a  brief  or  bill  was  obtained  tor 
building  a  new  pier  in  1725,  and  which  is  situated  a  little  to  the  westward  of  the 
old  one.  It  is  strongly  built  of  stone,  and,  though  not  capacious,  is  sufficiently 
commodious  to  admit  of  vessels  lying  close  to  any  part  of  it,  either  to  receive  or 
discharge  their  cargoes.  During  spring-tides  there  is  a  depth  of  from  fifteen  to 
sixteen  feet  of  water  at  the  entrance,  and  at  neap-tides  of  from  nine  to  ten  feet ; 
but  it  is  dry  at  low  water.  Here,  as  in  most  of  the  other  ports  of  this  coast,  there 
is  a  considerable  foreign  trade  carried  on  with  Russia,  Norway,  and  Sweden,  as 
well  as  a  home-trade  in  lime,  coals,  and  agricultural  produce.  The  trade  at  thin 
port  is  now  so  rapidly  increasing,  that  great  improvements  in  the  harbour  are 
contemplated.  It  counts  seventy-seven  vessels  of  its  own,  registering  6700 
tons. 

Near  the  south  side  of  the  harbour  of  Arbroath  is  a  handsome  signal-tower 
fifty  feet  high,  which  is  used  for  communicating  with  the  keepers  of  the  Bell  Rock 
Lighthouse.  On  a  clear  day  this  gigantic  column  may  be  s-een  rising  from  the 
sea  at  the  distance  of  about  twelve  miles.  The  Bell  Rock,  so  long  known  and 
celebrated  in  history,  tradition,  and  poetry  as  the  "  Inchcape,"  is  thus  described 
by  an  ancient  chronicler :  "  By  east  the  Castle  of  May  twelve  miles  from  all  land, 
in  the  German  Sea,  lies  a  great  hidden  rock  called  Inchcape,  very  dangerous  for 
navigators,  because  it  is  overflowed  every  tide.  It  is  reported  that  in  old  times, 
upon  the  said  rock,  there  was  a  bell  fixed  upon  a  tree  or  timber,  which  rang  con- 
tinually, being  moved  by  the  sea,  and  thus  gave  notice  to  sailors  of  their  danger. 
Tliis  bell,  or  cloche,  was  put  thus,  and  maintained  by  the  pious  Abbot  of  Arbroath, 
and  being  taken  down  by  a  sea-pirate  a  year  thereafter,  he  perished  upon  the 
same  rock,  with  ship  and  cargo,  in  the  righteous  judgment  of  God."* 

But  the  glory  of  Arbroath,  as  every  reader  knows,  is  its  Abbey,  which,  as  seen 
in  the  accompanying  view,  presents  one  of  the  most  imposing  monastic  ruins  in 
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existence.  It  was  founded  in  1178,  by  King  William  the  Lion,  who  was  buried 
nere,  and  dedicated  to  St.  Thomas  h  Becket,  of  Canterbury.  The  monks,  to 
whose  ministry  this  sumptuous  temple  was  consigned,  were  of  the  Benedictine  oi 
Tyronensian  order,  and  brought  from  the  Abbey  of  Kelso,  the  abbot  of  which 
declared  tiiem,  on  their  first  instalment,  free  from  his  jurisdiction.  The  monas- 
tery, thus  tenanted,  soon  obtained  those  great  and  neculiar  nrivileges  which  it  long 
continued  to  enjoy.  Its  abbots  were  frequently  the  first  churchmen  of  the 
kingdom;  and  a  charter  from  King  John  of  England,  under  the  great  seal, 
is  still  extant,  by  which  the  monastery  and  the  citizens  of  Aberbrothock  are 
exempted  a  teloniis  et  consuetudine,  in  every  part  of  England,  except  London  and 
Oxford. 

It  was  inferior,  perhaps,  in  architectural  elegance  to  Melrose,  Elgin,  and  some 
others;  but,  with  the  exception  of  Holyrood,  it  was  probably  the  most  wealtliy 
monastic  establishment  in  Scotland.  The  monks  did  not  exceed  twenty-five  in 
number ;  and  some  idea  may  be  formed  of  the  abbot's  charity  and  hospitality  from 
this  fact,  that  one  of  the  orders  issued  for  the  yearly  provision  of  the  abbey  is 
thus  particularized: — eight  hundred  wedder  sheep,  one  hundred  and  eighty  oxen, 
eleven  barrels  of  salmon,  twelve  hundred  and  five  dried  cod-fish,  eighty-two 
rhalders  of  malt,  thirty  chalders  of  wheat,  and  forty  chalders  of  meal;  these 
supjilies,  it  is  to  be  observed,  were  in  addition  to  the  rents  paid  in  kind  by  the 
abbot's  tenants. 

The  Abbey  of  Arbroath  appears  to  have  been  demolished  some  time  previously 
to  the  general  destruction  of  the  religious  houses  at  the  Reformation.  Tradition 
ascribes  its  early  fate  to  a  quarrel  between  the  monks  and  Ochterlony,  Laird 
(if  Kelly,  at  whose  instigation  a  lawless  mob  attacked  and  set  fire  to  the  abbey, 
till  the  neighbouring  streets,  it  is  said,  "were  deluged  with  the  melted  lead  that 
streamed  from  its  roof" 

After  the  destruction  and  spoliation  of  the  abbey,  Arbroath  lost  all  its  import 
ance  as  a  royal  burgh,  and  continued  in  a  very  depressed  state  till  the  building  of 
llie  new  pier,  when  commerce  began  to  repair  the  loss  and  recover  some  portion  of 
ice  ancient  prosperity.     The  popalation  is  about  7000,  or  upwards. 


MONTROSE. 


"  Mare  ditat :   Rosa  decorat." 


"Montro8e — a  beauty  that  lies  concealed,  as  it  were,  in  the  bosom  of  Scotland;  most  delicately 
dressed  up,  and  adorned  with  excellent  buildings,  whose  foundations  are  laid  with  polished  stone,  and  her 
ports  all  washed  with  silver  streams  that  trickle  down  from  the  famous  Ask." — Eicuakd  Frank,  a.d 
1658. 

MoNTKOSE,  a  royal  burgh  and  sea-port  town  of  Forfarshire,  is  agreeably 
situated  on  a  level  plain,  or  peninsula,  bounded  on  the  north-east  by  the  German 
Ocean,  on  the  south  by  the  river  South  Esk,  and  on  the  west  by  a  large  expanse 
of  this  river,  called  the  Basin  of  Montrose.  The  erection  of  this  town  into  a 
royal  burgh  has  generally  been  referred  to  the  year  1352,  being  the  twenty-third 
of  the  reign  of  David  II. ;  but  it  apjjears  to  have  been  a  place  of  some  note  long 
before  it  acquired  this  dignity,  and  is  connected  with  many  important  events  in 
the  history  of  Scotland.  It  is  mentioned  by  Froissart,  as  the  port  from  which  the 
gallant  Sir  James  Douglas  embarked  in  1330,  for  the  Holy  Land,  attended  by  a 
numerous  and  splendid  retinue,  and  carrying  with  him  the  heart  of  King  Robert 
Bruce.  This,  as  the  reader  knows,  was  in  execution  of  the  last  charge  committed 
to  him  by  his  royal  master,  namely,  to  carry  the  heart  of  the  deceased  monarch 
to  Jerusalem,  and  there  deposit  it  in  the  holy  sepulchre.  The  disastrous  failure 
of  this  pious  enterprise  is  too  well  known  to  require  further  notice  in  this  place. 

The  principal  manufactures  carried  on  in  Montrose  are  the  spinning  and 
weaving  of  flax.  For  this  purpose  there  are  several  steam-mills  for  spinning, 
and  one  on  the  North  Esk  driven  by  water.  These  steam-mills  produce  annually 
upwards  of  800,000  spindles.  There  are  also  in  the  town  soap,  starch,  rope,  and 
sail  manufactories ;  and  others  for  making  steam-machinery.  Ship-building  is 
carried  on  to  a  considerable  extent,  and  there  is  a  patent  slip,  introduced  for 
repairing  ships.  There  are  also  in  addition  various  breweries,  tan-works,  candle- 
works,  a  foundry,  and  a  steam-mill  for  grinding  meal  and  flour. 

Montrose  is  the  port  of  the  Custom-house,  and,  as  such,  comprehends  within  its 
bounds  all  that  district  between  the  lights  of  Tay  on  the  south,  and  the  Todhead 
on  the  north,  thereby  including  Arbroath,  and  other  places  of  less  importance. 

The  principal  foreign  imports  into  Montrose  consist  of  flax,  hemp,  tallow,  whale- 
fins  and  oil,  fir-timber,  oak  and  oak-planks,  deal  and  deal-ends.     But  as  the  goods 
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manufactured  here  are  sent  coastwise  to  London,  Glasgow,  Dundee,  and  other 
towns,  there  are  few  or  no  exports  to  foreign  places  from  JMontrosc.  Owing, 
however,  to  the  bonded  system  having  been  extended  to  this  port,  nearly  all  the 
foreign  wines  and  spirits  consumed  in  the  district,  are  brought  coastwise  to  the 
bonded  warehouses,  and  pay  duty  at  tlic  Custom-house  when  taken  out  for 
consumption. 

The  exports  from  this  district  by  the  coasting-trade  consist  of  wheat,  oats, 
barley,  rye,  peas,  beans,  and  potatoes  ;  salmon,  codlish,  and  pork,  the  latter  chlelly 
for  the  London  market :  great  coal,  culm,  parret,  Hrae,  blue  slate,  iron,  tallow, 
rosin,  barilla,  kelp,  salt,  and  herrings  from  the  Moray  Frith,  chiefly  smoked  and 
sent  to  the  Hull  and  London  markets.  The  principal  import  from  the  English 
coast  is  coal ;  but  various  other  articles  are  imported  and  exported  by  regular  traders 
to  London,  Glasgow,  and  Leltli. 

Montrose  contains  several  public  edifices,  all  designed  with  considerable  taste 
and  substantially  executed.  Among  these  are  the  church,  with  a  fine  gothic  tower, 
St.  .Tohn's  church,  St.  Peter's  episcopal  chapel,  the  Town-hall,  the  Academy,  the 
Lunatic  Asylum,  and  the  JaiL  The  finest  object,  however,  and  which  combines 
ornament  with  utility,  is  the  new  Chain-bridge,  erected,  like  many  others  In  the 
United  Kingdom,  after  a  plan  by  Captain  James  Brown,  of  the  Royal  Navy. 
The  foundation-stone  of  this  admirable  structure  was  laid  on  the  18th  of  September, 
1828,  and  the  whole  was  completed  before  the  close  of  the  following  year.  Tho 
distance  between  the  towers  at  the  two  extremities  of  the  bridge,  measured  from 
the  centre,  is  four  hundred  and  thirty-two  feet.  The  height  of  each  tower  is 
seventy-one  feet,  namely,  twenty-throe  and  a  half  from  the  foundation  to  the  road- 
way ;  forty-four  from  the  roadway  to  the  top  of  the  cornice  ;  and  three  feet  and  a 
half  forming  the  cornice.  It  spans  the  river.  South  Esk,  and  is  justly  considered 
the  finest  specimen  of  the  kind  in  Scotland.  The  whole  cost  is  stated  at  twenty 
thousand  pounds. 

The  population  of  Montrose  continues  rapidly  to  increase.  The  society  is  very 
superior  to  that  of  most  country  towns,  and  includes  amongst  its  members  men 
who  have  distinguished  themselves  in  every  department  of  the  state.  It  was  for- 
merly represented  in  Parliament  by  Joseph  Hume,  Esq.,  a  native  of  the  place,  and 
BO  well  known  as  a  leading  member  in  the  House  of  Commons. 


DUNNOTTAB,  CASTLE. 

"  High  on  a  rock,  half  sea-girt,  half  on  land. 
The  castle  stood,  and  still  its  ruins  stand. 
Wide  o'er  the  German  main  the  prospect  bent, 
Steep  is  the  path  and  rugged  the  ascent : 
There  hung  the  huge  portcullis — there  the  bar 
Drawn  on  the  iron  gate  defied  the  war." 

"  Dunnottar  Castle,"  by  Mis.  Carnegie,  1 73S. 

The  view  of  Duimottar  Castle,  which  so  happily  illustrates  this  portion  of  the 
work,  represents  one  of  the  most  remarkable  features  that  are  anywliere  to  be  met 
with  on  the  coasts  of  the  British  empire.  The  drawing  was  taken  on  tlie  spot,  and 
shows  with  admirable  effect  and  precision  those  striking  combinations  of  nature  and 
art  which,  during  a  long  series  of  ages,  rendered  the  fortress  of  Dunnottai 
impregnable.  But  those  rocky  foundations  from  which  it  once  rose  in  all  the 
strength  and  grandeur  of  feudal  architecture  are  fast  yielding  to  the  encroachments 
of  the  sea ;  its  crested  summits,  once  briUiant  with  arms  and  bristling  with  cannon, 
seem  ready  to  drop  from  their  precipice.  Um-oofed,  unlatticed,  untenanted,  with 
not  an  ember  left  on  its  once  capacious  hearth,  desolation  and  ruin  ai  e  vividly 
pictured  in  its  dreary  soUtude.  The  floors  are  covered  with  crumbling  tragmenta 
of  varied  and  costly  decorations  in  sculpture,  painting,  and  fretwork.  Once  a 
palace — commanding  all  that  could  minister  to  the  security  and  luxury  of  its  ahnost 
royal  possessors,  its  battlements  gay  with  standards,  crowded  with  retainers,  mailed 
guests  in  the  hall,  and  minstrels  in  the  court — it  is  now  dark  as  a  sepulchre ; — 
banners,  retainers,  guests,  minstrels,  and  the  master  of  the  feast  himself^ — all  are 
gone !  The  hoarse  dash  of  the  waves,  the  shrill  scream  of  the  stormy  petrel,  the 
crash  of  some  disjointed  and  falhng  rock,  or  the  whisthng  of  the  coming  tempest, 
are  almost  the  only  sounds  that  now  alternate  among  these  embattled  heights, 
where  the  curious  stranger  retraces  with  melancholy  interest  the  days  and  deeds  of 
antiquity.  To  him  who  is  familiar  with  its  history,  Dunnottar  speaks  with  an 
audible  voice ;  every  cave  has  a  record — every  turret  a  tongue  ;  his  ear  is  struck 
with  "  wandering  voices,''  and  words  that  never  die  seem  at  every  step  to  arrest  his 
attention. 

The  Castle  of  Dunnottar — now  the  stately  and  magnificent  ruin  thus  feebly 
sketched — stands  on  an  isolated  rock  two  hundred  feet  perpendicular,  washed  on 
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three  sides  by  the  sea,  and  on  the  other  separated  from  the  adjacent  land  by  a  wide 
and  deep  chasm,  from  which  by  a  gate  in  the  wall,  nearly  forty  feet  high,  there  is 
an  entrance  to  the  fortress.  Leading  upwards  from  this  gate  there  is  a  long  steej) 
passage,  partly  arched  over,  and  formerly  secured  by  two  drawbridges,  the  grooves 
for  which  are  still  visible.  At  the  inner  end  of  this  passage  is  another  gate, 
opening  into  the  castle  area,  which  is  enclosed  hy  a  wall,  and  occupied  by 
buildings  of  various  epochs.  But  of  all  the  buildings  on  this  rock  the  chapel  is 
the  most  ancient,  and  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  it  originally  served  as  the 
parish  church  of  Dunnottar.  The  Castle,  or  the  peninsular  rock  on  which  it 
stands,  makes  its  first  aj)pearance  in  Scottish  history  during  the  wars  of  Bruce  and 
Baliol,  when,  it  is  alleged  by  some  modern  authorities,  the  castle  was  erected 
by  Sir  William  Keith  as  a  place  of  safety  for  himself  and  friends.  According  to 
Blind  Harry  and  Hector  Boece,  Dunnottar  was  surprised  and  taken  by  Sir 
WiUiam  Wallace  in  1297,  and  the  Blind  Historian  relates  that  Dunnottar  was 
occupied  by  four  thousand  English  troops,  who  had  fled  before  the  victorious  arms 
of  the  Liberator ;  and  that  when  Wallace  made  the  onslaught,  as  many  of  them  as 
the  church  would  contain  took  shelter  there,  in  the  hope  that  consecrated  ground 
would  not  be  violated  by  their  slaughter ;  but,  says  the  bard, — 

"  Waliace  on  fyre  gart  set  all  haistely, 
Krjnt  up  the  kyrk  and  all  that  was  thairin." 

In  the  year  1.336  Dunnottar  was  fortified  and  garrisoned  by  Edward  III.;  but 
immediately  after  his  departure  for  England  it  was  attacked  and  carried  by  the 
gallant  Sir  Andrew  Moruy,  who  destroyed  the  fortifications  of  the  Castle,  so  that 
it  might  not  again  afford  ready  protection  to  an  enemy. 


STONEHAVEN. 

"  The  flocks  are  white  upon  the  moor, 
The  forest's  filled  with  deer ; 
There's  industry  at  every  door, 
And  shipping  at  the  pier." 

Stonehavkn,  like  Aberdeen,  has  its  old  town  and  its  new ;  but  "  with  this 
distinction,  that  of  the  latter,  the  new  town  is  the  older  of  the  two."  Tlie  old 
town  of  Stonehaven,  or  Steenhive  as  it  was  formerly  wi'itten,  was  built  on  feus 
granted  by  the  "  Earls  Marischal,"  by  one  of  whom  it  was  erected  into  a  burg  of 
barony.  The  new  town,  or  "  Links  of  Arduthie,"  is  separated  from  the  old  town 
by  a  bi'ook,  called  the  water  of  Carron,  and  is  built  upon  the  estate  of  the  pal  notic 
Mr.  Barclay  Allardyce,  of  Ury.  It  is  the  county-town  ;  and  hither,  in  1660,  the 
sheriflp-court  was  removed  from  Kincardine  by  Act  of  Parliament. 

On  the  south-west  of  a  bare  rocky  promontory,  called  Garron  point,  at  the 
entrance  of  Stonehaven  Bay,  are  seen  the  ruins  of  Cowie  Chapel,  which  is  said  to 
have  been  dedicated  to  the  Blessed  Virgin.  From  this  point  on  the  north,  called 
Garron,  to  that  of  Downie  on  the  south,  is  what  is  termed  the  Bay  of  Stonehaven. 
The  town  stretches  from  the  bridge  over  the  Cowie  river,  on  the  north,  to  the 
above-mentioned  head-land,  Downie  Point,  on  the  south  ;  but  it  is  divided,  as 
already  stated,  into  two  parts  by  the  "  Carron ;"  the  north  part  being  the  new,  and 
the  south  the  old,  or  sea-town ;  close  to  which  last,  and  to  Downie  Point,  which  is 
a  protection  to  it  from  south-east  gales,  stands  the  Harbour,  erected,  like  most 
others  on  the  east  coast,  sea-ward.  It  is  a  capacious  basin,  and  would  contain  a 
great  number  of  vessels,  but  until  lately,  when  two  cross-jetties  were  built,  it  was 
very  insecure,  or  afforded  little  protection  to  vessels  during  north-east  and  east 
gales,  to  which  it  is  much  exposed,  the  entrance  being  to  the  east.  It  is  now, 
however,  comparatively  secure  ;  and  gas-lights  being  erected,  the  one  bearing  on 
the  other,  vessels  bound  southward  in  \rinter  find  it  a  very  agreeable  retreat,  and 
about  tliirty  so  situated  have  been  seen  in  it  at  one  time. 

The  exports  consist  of  grain,  timber,  herrings,  and  other  fish ;  the  imports  are 
principally  coals  and  lime,  of  which  a  great  quantity  is  required  for  agricultural 
purposes. 
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The  Harbour,  in  spring-tides,  will  admit  vessels  drawing  fourteen  feet  water, 
eoinetimes  upwards ;  but  in  ordinary  tides  the  depth  can  hardly  be  reckoned  at 
more  than  from  ten  to  eleven  feet 

The  trade  of  curing  fish  by  smoke-drying,  in  imitation  of  the  Finnan  haddies, 
is  carried  on  with  much  spirit :  several  large  houses  have  been  fitted  up  for  this 
purpose  and  for  red-herrings ;  and  a  stranger  would  scarcely  beheve  the  extent 
done  in  this  business,  the  haddocks  thus  cured  being  sent  to  London,  Edinburgli, 
and  other  markets  in  the  south,  by  all  conveyances. 

The  other  trade  of  the  place  is  principally  in  manufacturing  woollen,  linen,  and 
cotton  cloths,  a  branch  of  native  industry  in  which  great  numbers  of  people  are 
employed.  The  Glenury  distillery  is  a  large  concern,  and  close  to  the  town,  from 
which  a  great  quantity  of  whiskey  is  constantly  shipped  off. 

Among  the  disasters  which,  in  its  day,  Stonehaven  has  had  to  deplore,  we  may 
cite  the  following,  as  characteristic  of  those  unhappy  times  when  the  country  was 
torn  by  the  violence  of  faction,  and  fire  and  sword  laid  waste  this  ill-fated  district. 
On  the  20th  of  March,  1645,  the  Marquis  of  Montrose,  then  quartered  at  Stone- 
haven, addressed  a  letter  to  Earl  Marischal,  at  his  castle  of  Durmottar,  about  two 
miles  from  this,  exhorting  him  to  espouse  the  royal  cause ;  but  receiving  no  answer, 
he  proceeded  to  wreak  his  vengeance  on  the  earl's  lands  and  dependants.  "  There- 
after," says  the  historian  Spalding,  "  he  fires  the  Tolbooth,  a  prison  of  Stone- 
haven, wherein  there  was  store  of  grain,  and  the  whole  town,  with  all  the 
barnyards,  houses,  and  other  buildings,  except  those  of  James  Clark,  wherein 
Montrose  himself  was  quartered.  They  plundered  a  ship  lying  in  the  harbour, 
then  set  fire  to  her,  as  well  as  to  all  the  fishing-boats  then  in  the  harbour.  They 
burnt  up  the  whole  town  of  Cowie,  houses,  buildings,  corn,  and  corn-yards;  and 
in  like  manner  plundered  the  whole  goods,  gear,  horses,  oxen,  sheep,  which  they 
could  get ;  plundered  the  parson  of  Dunnottar's  house  and  set  it  on  fire.  The 
people  of  Stonehaven  and  Cowie,  it  is  said,  came  out,  men,  women,  and  children 
at  their  feet  and  children  in  their  arms,  crying,  howling,  and  weeping,  praying 
the  earl,  for  God's  sake,  to  save  them  from  this  fire  as  soon  as  it  was  kindled;  but 
these  poor  people  got  no  answer,  nor  knew  they  where  to  co  with  their  children 
How  lamentable  to  behold ! " 


m 
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GENERAL  VIEW. 


The  city  of  Aberdeen,  the  seai  oi'  two  celebrated  universities,  is  divided  into 
the  old  and  the  new  towns,  at  an  interval  of  about  a  mile.  Of  these,  the  former 
— now  reduced  almost  to  a  village — appears  to  have  been  a  town  of  some  note 
as  early  as  the  ninth  century,  but  gradually  fell  into  decay  after  the  great  epoch 
of  the  Reformation.  The  Cathedral  of  St.  Machar  was  founded  at  the  remote 
era  of  1164,  and  repaired  in  the  beginning  of  the  fourteenth  century.  But  a  new 
building  of  more  elegant  design  was  founded  by  Bishop  Kinnimond,  the  second 
prelate  of  that  family,  and  finished  by  Bishop  Leighton.  The  Reformation,  how- 
ever, suspended  all  further  operations,  and  left  the  pile  a  monument  of  premature 
decay.  Of  King's  College,  founded  at  the  close  of  the  fifteenth  century,  the 
learned  Hector  Boethius  was  the  first  principal. 

New  Aberdeen,  though  irregularly  built,  is  a  handsome  city,  and  beautifully 
situated  on  three  gentle  eminences  at  the  mouth  of  the  Dee.  The  streets  are 
spacious,  and  many  of  the  public  buildings  of  elegant  design.  In  ancient  times, 
several  religious  establishments  flourished  here,  belonging  to  the  different  orders 
of  Dominicans,  Carmelites,  and  Grey  Friars,  with  an  hospital,  or  maison-Dieu. 
Marischal  College,  so  named  from  its  liberal  founder,  George,  Earl  Marischal  of 
Scotland,  has,  like  its  predecessor,  been  long  celebrated  as  a  seat  of  the  muses. 
Its  professors  and  lecturers — twenty-seven  in  number — have  shone  conspicuous 
in  every  department  of  human  learning,  and  are  continually  sending  forth  in  their 
pupils  the  living  proofs  of  that  zeal  and  assiduity  with  which  their  important 
functions  are  discharged.  With  the  fame  of  this  university,  the  names  of  Camp- 
bell and  Beattie  are  more  especially  associated,  as  the  champions  of  religion  and 
the  ornaments  of  our  native  literature 

The  environs  of  this  ancient  city  exhibit  many  pleasing  indications  of  com- 
mercial improvements,  which  ■^re  daily  acquiring  fresh  impulse,  adding  new 
embelhshments  to  the  landscape,  and  evincing  an  increase  of  comfort  and  inde- 
pendence among  the  inhnbitants,  who  amount  to  about  fifty  thousand. 


ABERDEEN.-GENERAL  VIEW. 

Tliere  are  few  springs  of  anj-  consequence  in  Aberdeen  or  tlie  neighbourhood, 
iind  although  a  supply  of  water  can  be  had  in  most  places,  by  digging  to  a  depth 
of  from  ten  to  thirty  feet,  it  is  generally  so  hard  as  to  be  of  comparatively  little 
value.  Close  by  the  boundary  of  the  parish,  on  the  west  side,  are  two  springs, 
quite  contiguous,  which  have  been  long  known  as  the  "  Well  of  Spa."  Both 
these  springs,  but  especially  the  least  copious  one,  are  impregnated  with  carbonate 
of  iron,  and  on  that  account  have  been  long  noticed  as  medicinal.  Early  in  the 
seventeenth  century  an  account  of  the  properties  and  powers  of  these  springs  was 
published  by  Dr.  Barclay,  under  the  title  of  Callirh'ue,  commonly  called  the  Well  of 
Spa,  or  the  Nymph  of  Aberdene.  A  building,  which  at  that  time  protected  the 
spring,  having  fallen  into  decay,  was  repaired  by  the  celebrated  painter  George 
Jaraieson,  but  was  not  long  afterwards  demolished  by  a  flood  of  the  Den-burn, 
which  rims  close  beside  it.  In  1670,  another  building  was  erected  over  the 
spring,  which  still  remains,  consisting  of  a  stone  enclosure,  with  steps  or  benches, 
»nd  an  entablature  bearing  these  inscriptions : — 

"  As  Heaven  gives  me. 
So  give  I  thee." 

"  Hoc  fonte  derivata  salus  in  Patriam  populumque  fluat, 
Spada  Rediviva  1 670." 

Within  the  last  two  centuries  both  these  springs  have  repeatedly  disappeared 
ind  been  recovered,  and  always  retaining  their  chalybeate  qualities  till  of  late. 
Within  the  last  few  years,  however,  while  digging  upon  the  adjacent  eminence 
for  the  foundations  of  the  west  wing  of  the  new  infirmary,  it  would  seem  as  if  the 
course  of  the  water  had  been  disturbed,  or  some  other  change  produced,  the  con- 
sequence of  which  is,  that  now  the  larger  spring  appears  to  possess  hardly  any 
chalybeate  irupreguation,  whilst  the  smaller  one  is  mi;ch  weaker  than  formerly. 


ABERDEEN, 

FBOM   ABOVE   THE   CHAIN   BRIDGE. 

"  Biyth  Aberaein  !  tnou  beriaii  of  aii  tounis, 

The  lamp  of  bewtie,  bountie,  and  blythnes ; 
Unto  the  heaven  ascendit  thy  renown  is 

Off  vertew,  wisdom,  and  of  worthines  ; 
Benottit  is  thy  name  of  nobiJnes  ; — 
Be  blyth  and  blissful,  bui'gh  of  Aberdein  !" — Ddneah. 

The  Port  ov  Aberdeen  is  now  universally  known  among  seafaring  men  as 
one  of  the  safest  and  most  commodious  in  Scotland.  The  skill  and  practical  efforts 
of  both  Smeaton  and  Telford  were  successively  employed  upon  It ;  and  after  an 
arduous  and  extensive  enterprise,  the  grand  object  has  been  fully  obtained.  To 
those  who  are  only  acquainted  with  the  harbour  under  its  present  aspect  it  will  be 
difficult  to  convey  a  correct  notion  of  its  appearance  in  ancient  times.  There  is 
reason  to  suppose  that  at  a  period  beyond  the  reach  of  history,  the  river  Dee  must 
have  discharged  its  waters  into  the  sea  at  the  Craiglug — where  the  Chain  Bridge 
is  seen  in  the  engraving — and  that  by  their  alluvial  deposits,  and  the  effects  of  the 
north-east  winds,  in  accumulating  the  sands  in  the  neighbourhood,  the  ground  now 
occupied  by  the  village  of  Footdee,  the  shorelands  and  Sandilands,  the  Links  and 
the  islands  in  the  estuary  were  gradually  raised  above  the  level  of  the  sea.  At  a 
less  remote  period  it  is  believed  that  the  river  Don  poured  its  floods  into  the  frith  of 
the  Dee :  and  the  conjecture  derives  strength  from  the  notices  of  Roman  geographers. 
The  occurrence  of  great  changes  is  attested  by  various  remains  which  have  been 
disinterred  at  different  periods.  Thirteen  feet  under  low-water  mark  in  spring-tides, 
and  twenty-eight  feet  below  the  general  surface  of  the  Inches,  were  discovered  two 
human  skuUs,  a  large  piece  of  flint,  and  great  quantities  of  shells  and  other  marine 
deposits  ;  and  in  excavating  the  canal,  at  a  considerable  distance  from  the  shore, 
anchors  and  other  articles  of  shipwreck  were  found  deeply  imbedded  in  the  earth. 

The  entrance  to  the  harbour  of  Aberdeen  is  naturally  bad,  owing  to  a  bar  at 
the  mouth  of  the  river,  where,  at  ebb-tide,  the  depth  of  water  was  often  not  moi-e 
than  two  feet.  To  remedy  this  evil  was,  from  a  very  early  period,  the  ardent  desire 
of  the  citizens,  and  to  some  of  their  first  efforts  in  this  direction  we  have  alluded 
in  our  notice  of  Aberdeen  Light-house,  But  it  is  since  the  oommencement  of  the 
seventeenth  century  that  the  most  effective  improvements  have  been  made,  amongst 
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which  we  may  name  the  erection  of  a  bulwark  on  the  soutli  side  of  the  entrance, 
and  the  removal  of  a  great  stone,  called  "  Knock-Maitland,"  which  lay  nearly  in 
the  middle  of  the  river,  both  of  which  were  accomplished  in  succession  ;  the  first  in 
1008,  and  the  latter  in  1618.  Between  1623  and  1658,  the  quay  was  extended 
eastward,  towards  Futtie ;  by  which  means  a  considerable  portion  of  ground  was 
redeemed  below  the  Castle-hill,  and  is  now  covered  with  buildings.  In  1755  an 
additional  quay  was  built  a  good  way  further  down,  opposite  the  village  of  Torrie. 
In  1770,  further  improvements  were  projected  ;  and,  on  a  report  from  Mr. 
Smeaton,  recommending  the  erection  of  a  pier  on  the  north  side  of  the  entrance, 
so  that  the  influx  of  sand  from  the  north  might  be  prevented,  and  the  removal  of  tlie 
bar  effected,  by  confining  the  waters  of  the  river  Dec  within  narrower  bounds,  the 
work  was  commenced  in  1775,  and  finished  in  less  than  six  years.  The  length  of 
this  pier  was  twelve  huudred  feet,  and  it  terminated  in  a  round  head  of  sixty  feet 
in  diameter.  Owing,  however,  to  a  departure  from  Mr.  Smeaton's  plan,  by  whicli 
the  pier  was  founded  too  far  to  the  north,  it  was  found  that  a  heavy  swell  entered 
the  harbour  ;  and  to  obviate  this  formidable  Inconvenience,  a  bulwark  was  projected 
from  the  pier,  to  about  one-third  across  the  channel. 

By  these  means  considerable  improvements  were  effected  ;  but  as  the  trade  of 
the  city  increased,  inconvenience  was  still  felt  from  a  deficiency  of  water  on  the  bar; 
and  Mr.  Telford,  having  been  consulted  in  1810,  on  the  means  of  remedying  this 
evil,  recommended  that  the  pier  should  be  extended,  and  that  wet-docks  should  be 
formed  in  the  harbour.  These  works  were  commenced  forthwith,  and  the  pier, 
carried  on  to  the  extent  of  nine  hundred  feet  beyond  the  head  of  Smeaton's  pier, 
and  again  finished  with  a  round  head,  was  completed  in  1816.  In  the  course  of  the 
following  winter,  however,  this  head  was  destroyed  by  the  storms ;  but  being  rebuilt 
witli  a  slope  towards  the  sea,  it  has  since  stood  witliout  very  material  damage.  A 
breakwater,  extending  to  the  length  of  eight  hundred  feet,  was  also  built  on  the 
south  side,  by  which  the  mouth  of  the  channel  was  narrowed,  and  the  entrance  pro- 
tected from  the  storms  of  the  south-east.  Wharfs  were  built  along  the  south-west 
side  of  Futtio ;  the  pier  opposite  Torrie  was  enlarged  ;  and,  latterly,  the  quay  has 
been  extended  westward  from  the  old  quay-head ;  and  by  raising  embankments  on 
the  Inches,  a  considerable  range  of  quay-room  has  been  gained  there,  wliich  is  con- 
nected with  the  town  by  a  swivel-bridge,  opposite  Marischal-street.  By  all  these 
combined  measures,  quay-room  has  I)een  provided  to  the  extent  of  about  four 
tliousand  feet ;  a  tide-harbour  has  been  formed,  in  which,  at  spring-tides,  the  depth 
of  water  is  about  eleven  feet  at  tlie  west-end,  gradually  increasing  \m  fifteen  feet, 
where  it  joins  the  course  of  the  river  ;  while  the  depth  of  the  water  on  the  bar  has 
been  increased  to  about  nineteen  left. 
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Immediately  to  tlie  south  of  the  small  bay  of  Greyhope  stands  the  Girdlene?- 
Lighthouse;  an  erection  by  which  the  trade  of  Aberdeen  has  been  greatly  benefitted. 
The  Girdleness,  from  which  it  takes  its  name,  is  a  conspicuous  promontory  of  which 
the  Commissioners  of  the  Northern  Lights  took  advantage  to  erect  this  monitory 
beacon  :  it  was  Hghted  up  for  the  first,  time  on  the  night  of  the  1 .5th  of  October, 
1833,  and  is  a  lofty,  circular  tower,  built  of  granite,  and  crowned  with  two  copper 
domes,  ove  within  the  other,  in  order  to  prevent  the  effects  which  would  follow 
from  the  condensation  of  vapour  from  the  heated  air  of  the  lamps.  The  dwelling- 
houses  of  the  keepers  are  at  the  bottom  of  the  tower  ;  and  a  field  of  considerable 
extent  has  been  walled  in  and  cultivated  for  their  accommodation.  It  is  on  the  lar- 
board, or  left-hand  side,  as  w^e  enter  the  port,  and  is  known  to  mariners  as  a  double- 
light,  a  distinction  produced  by  placing  two  lights  in  the  same  tower,  the  one  above 
the  other.  Of  these,  the  lower  light  Is  visible  in  clear  weather  at  the  distance  of 
thirteen,  and  the  higher  at  that  of  sixteen  miles.  They  are  under  the  charge  of 
two  keepers,  one  of  whon  mounts  guard  at  sunset,  and  in  case  of  emergency  can 
summon  assistance  by  means  of  an  alarm-bell,  placed  in  the  sleeping  apartments, 
which  may  be  rung  from  the  light-room,  by  means  of  an  air-blast,  through  tubes 
l;dd  for  that  purpose.  This  edifice,  of  Incalculable  benefit  to  the  cause  of  humanity, 
was  erected  after  the  design  of  Robert  Stevenson,  Esq.,  and  does  great  honour  to 
his  talents.  The  bay  of  Greyhope,  above-named,  Is  memorable  as  the  scene  of  many 
a  disastrous  shipwreck,  particularly  that  of  the  Oscar,  In  which,  out  of  a  crew  of 
forty  men,  only  two  were  saved.     This  occurred  on  the  1st  of  April  1813. 

For  many  centuries  after  the  foundation  of  Aberdeen,  the  harbour  was  nothing 
more  than  an  open  expanse  of  water,  washing  the  base  of  the  Castle- hill  on  the  north, 
the  rising  grounds  of  Torrie  on  the  south,  and  communicating  with  the  sea  by  die 
narrow  and  shallow  mouth  of  the  river.  Of  this  basin  the  greater  part  was  left  dry 
at  ebb  of  tide  ;  while  several  large,  but  low  islands,  were  never  wholly  overflowed. 
The  most  ancient,  and  during  many  years  the  only  erection  within  the  port,  was  a 
bidwark  extending  from  the  Ship-row  southwards,  and  now  known  as  the  Shore- 
arae.  Its  extremity  was  called  the  Quay-head,  a  name  afterwards  applied  to  the 
wharfs  extending  from  the  vicinity  of  the  Trinity  Kirk  eastward,  beyond  the  present 
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weigh-house.  At  what  time  it  was  built  is  altogether  unknown;  but  it  was  in 
existence  in  the  fourteenth  century,  and  was  probably  constructed  in  the  preceding 
age.  In  1484,  having  become  ruinous,  it  was  either  repaired  or  rebuilt  ;  and  about 
the  same  time,  beacons  for  the  guidance  of  ships  were  erected,  and  the  wreck  of  a 
Spanish  galley  on  the  southern  shore,  which  had  long  obstructed  the  channel,  was 
removed.  In  1512,  the  quay  was  again  repaired  ;  and  in  1526,  still  further  opera- 
tions becaine  nirosary,  and  a  great  portion  of  the  wharfs  was  reconstructed.  In 
i549,  repairs  being  once  more  required,  a  stair  was  added  ;  and  in  1582  a  crane 
was  erected.  In  1621,  two  corn-mills  were  built  within  flood-mark  ;  and  about 
thirteen  years  later,  a  weigh-house,  wliich  served  also  for  a  custom-house,  was  erected. 
In  the  course  of  the  same  century,  various  other  additions  were  made  to  the  wharf, 
and  several  municipal  statutes  introduced  for  the  better  regulation  of  the  port.  In 
1566,  a  lighthouse,  containing  "  three  great  flaming  lights,  to  burn  from  daylight 
to  daylight,  between  the  first  day  of  September  and  the  last  day  ol  March,''  was 
erected  on  St.  Ni!}ian'E  Chapel,  on  the  (Jaetie-hiL 
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SLAINES  CASTLE. 

Slain ES  Castle,  the  feudal  residence  of  the  Hoys  of  Erroll,  covers  a  penii.- 
Bular  rock,  boldly  projecting  into  the  German  Ocean  and  forming  an  abrupt  and 
imposing  landmark  on  this  iron-bound  coast.  Its  position  is  remarkable :  the 
huge  precipice  over  which  it  projects  on  one  side,  and  of  which  it  seems  an  integral 
part,  descends  perpendicularly  to  the  sea,  where  the  water  is  so  deep  that  vessels 
of  large  burden  may  float  within  a  yard  of  the  rock.  It  is  said,  indeed,  that  a 
tankard  of  wine  may  be  lowered  down  from  the  Castle  window  to  the  vard-arm  of 
a  man-of-war  under  sail.  Whether  this  experiment  has  been  tried  we  know  not ; 
but  this  we  can  readily  admit,  that  much  good  wine  has  taken  tlie  opposite 
direction. 

The  situation  of  this  family  fortress  is  rather  bleak  and  cheerless,  presenting 
no  leafy  bovvers,  no  clumps  of  trees,  few  masses  of  verdure  or  vegetation,  to 
refresh  the  eye  or  flatter  the  imagination. 

"  La  nature  m,ariitre,  en  cet  affreux  climat, 
Ne  produit,  au  lieu  d'or,  que  du  fer  des  soldats." 

The  prospect,  however,  which  is  bounded  only  by  the  horizon  seaward,  is 
grand  and  imposing,  and  fills  the  mind  with  corresponding  ideas.  For  a  Trappist 
convent,  with  Baron  Geramb  at  its  head,  nothing  finer  could  be  imagined  ;  lor 
their  nearest  neighbour  in  one  direction  is  the  "  King  of  the  Norse;"  and  the 
hills,  on  the  other  hand,  are  wild  and  solitary  enough  to  sliut  out  the  world  and 
its  vanities. 

The  following  is  tlie  traditional  origin  of  the  Hays  of  Erroll : — In  the  year 
980,  and  reign  of  Kenneth  HI.,  the  Danes  having  invaded  the  country,  gave 
battle  to  the  Scots  at  Loncarty,  near  Perth.  The  latter,  being  worsted  in  the 
fight,  gave  way;  but,  while  passing  a  defile  in  their  flight,  were  stopped  by  a 
countryman  and  his  two  sons,  who  encouraged  the  fugitives  to  rally  and  renew 
the  struggle.  The  example,  resistance,  and  reproaches  of  these  three  brave  men, 
armed  only  with  the  implements  snatched  hastily  from  their  ploughs,  inspired  the 
routed  Scots  with  new  life.  They  rushed  back  upon  their  pursuers,  encountered 
the  Danes  afresh,  defeated  them  at  every  point,  and  delivered  their  country  from 
servitude.     The  victory  being  complete,  the  father,  afterwards  known  by  the  namt 
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of  Hay,  was  ennobled  by  the  king:,  and  rewarded  wiili  the  best  part  of  the  enemy's 
baggage,  and  a  grant  of  land  in  the  rich  Carse  of  Gowry,  containing  as  much  us 
"  a  falcon  flew  over  without  alighting."  The  march  stones,  being  about  seven 
miles  apart,  are  to  this  day  called  the  "  Falcon  Stones." 

The  first  of  this  ancient  family  who  did  honour  to  the  Scottish  peerage  was 
created  Earl  of  ErroU  by  James  II.,  in  1 452,  in  recompense  of  his  faithful  services, 
and  died  at  this  castle  in  1470. 

The  baronial  fortress  of  Slaincs  was  afterwards  demolished  by  order  of 
James  VI.,  on  the  rebellion  of  the  Earl  of  Huntly,  and  long  continued  in  ruins. 

Dr.  Johnson  thus  records  his  visit  and  reception  within  these  walls : — ''  We 
came  in  the  afternoon  to  Slaines  Castle,  built  upon  the  margin  of  the  sea,  so  that 
the  walls  of  one  of  the  towers  seem  only  a  continuation  of  a  perpendicular  rock, 
the  foot  of  which  is  beaten  by  the  waves.  To  walk  round  the  house  seemed 
impracticable ;  from  the  windows,  the  eye  wanders  over  the  sea  that  separates 
Scotland  from  Norway,  and  when  the  winds  beat  with  violence,  it  must  enjoy  all 
the  terrific  grandeur  of  the  tempestuous  ocean.  I  would  not  for  my  amusement 
wish  for  a  storm,  hut  as  storms,  whether  wished  for  or  not,  will  sometimes  happen, 
I  may  say,  without  violation  of  humanity,  that  I  should  willingly  look  out  upon 
them  from  Slaines  Castle." 

The  caves  and  grottoes  along  this  coast  are  numerous  and  interesting.  The 
Dropping,  or  White  Cave  of  Slaines,  extends  about  200  feet  underground ;  and 
through  a  natural  vault  the  water  oozes  forth,  and  forms  fantastic  pyramids  of 
incrustations  or  stalactites.  The  cave,  by  this  natural  process,  would  soon  be 
filled  up,  were  not  the  petrified  substance  frequently  cut  away  and  burnt  for  lime. 
In  this,  as  in  many  other  caves  along  the  shore,  the  ancient  inhabitants  of  the 
district  are  supposed  to  have  taken  refuge  when  repeatedly  harassed  by  the  sudden 
descent  of  Danish  marauders ;  and  in  later  times  it  may  have  often  served  as  a 
secure  retreat  for  smugglers,  who  formerly  abounded  in  this  neighbourhood,  and 
carried  on  their  illegal  traffic  in  comparative  safety. 


THE  BULLER  OF  BUCHAF. 

"  If  I  had  auy  malice  against  a  walking  spirit,  instead  of  laying  him  in  the  Red  Sea,  I  would  condemn 
him  to  reside  in  the  Buller  of  Buchan." — Samdel  Joh.nso.n. 

The  Buller  of  Buchan,  one  of  the  most  remarkable  natural  curiosities  in  Scot- 
land, is  about  six  miles  south  from  Peterhead.  It  is  a  vast  hollow  in  a  rock  pro- 
jecting into  the  sea,  open  at  the  top,  and  communicating  with  the  water  by  means 
of  a  natural  arched  passage,  about  fifty  yards  high.  The  basin  within  is  nearly 
circular,  about  thirty  yards  in  diameter ;  and  around  the  extreme  edge  of  the 
chasm  is  a  narrow  ibotpath,  from  which  to  the  water  in  the  abyss  below,  measures 
about  thirty  fathoms,*  more  or  less,  according  to  the  state  of  the  tide.  It  is  a 
scene  upon  which  all  travellers  dwell  with  feelings  of  mixed  awe  and  admiration. 
Even  Dr.  Johnson,  the  learned  philologist  from  whom  we  take  our  motto,  visited 
and  retired  from  the  spot  with  amazement.  "  We  soon  turned  our  eyes,"  he 
observes,  "  to  the  Buller,  or  Bouilloir,  of  Buchan,  which  no  man  can  see  with 
indifference,  who  has  either  sense  of  danger  or  delight  in  rarity.  It  is  a  rock  per- 
pendicularly tubulated,  united  on  one  side  with  a  high  shore,  and  on  the  other 
rising  steep  to  a  great  height  above  the  main  sea.  The  top  is  open,  from  which 
may  be  seen  a  dark  gulf  of  water,  which  flows  into  the  cavity  through  a  breach  made 
in  tlic  lower  part  of  the  enclosing  rock.  It  has  the  appearance  of  a  vast  well,  bor- 
dered with  a  wall.  The  edge  of  the  Buller  is  not  wide,  and  to  those  who  walk 
round  appears  very  narrow.  He  that  ventures  to  look  downward  sees  that,  if  his 
foot  should  slip,  he  must  fall  from  his  dreadful  elevation  upon  stones  on  one  side,  oi 
into  water  on  the  other.  AVe,  however,  went  round,  and  were  glad  when  the  circuit 
was  completed.  AVhen  we  came  down  to  the  sea,  we  saw  some  boats  and  rowers, 
and  resolved  to  explore  the  Buller  at  the  bottom.  We  entered  the  arch  which  the 
water  had  made,  and  found  ourselves  in  a  place  which,  although  we  could  not  think 
ourselves  in  danger,  we  could  scarcely  survey  without  some  recoil  of  the  mind.  The 
basin  in  which  we  floated  was  nearly  circular,  perhaps  thirty  yards  in  diameter_ 
AVe  were  enclosed  by  a  natural  wall,  rising  steep  on  every  side,  to  a  height  which 
produced  the  idea  of  insurmountable  confinement.      The  interception  of  all  latera 

»  Two  hundred  and  fifty  feet,  according  to  more  recent  admeasurement. 
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Light  caused  a  dismal  gloom,     liound  us  was  a  perpendicular  rock ;  above  us,  tlio 
distant  sky,  and  below,  an  imknown  profundity  of  water."* 

To  the  above  description,  written  in  the  autumn  of  1773,  little  needs  to  be 
added  :  the  wild  features  of  the  scene,  and  the  effect  produced  upon  the  minds  of 
traveUers,  continue  -to  present  nearly  the  same  aspect  and  to  awaken  the  same  im- 
pressions as  in  the  days  of  the  great  lexicographer.  The  scene  of  horror,  however, 
is  often  enlivened  by  pic-nic  parties  from  Peterhead,  during  the  fine  season,  and  is 
deservedly  considered  as  one  of  the  great  "  hons  "  on  this  coast,  a  title  to  which  its 
continual  "  roar  "  gives  it  a  more  especial  title. 

The  geological  features  of  this  locaUty  are  very  interesting.  The  rocks  are  of 
primitive  granite,  and  appear  to  have  been  upheaved  to  the  surface  by  some  internal 
expansive  force,  and  have  an  inclination  from  east  to  west  of  25  degrees.  Reposing 
upon  the  granite,  is  a  bed  of  diluvial  clay,  of  from  ten  to  fifteen  feet  deep,  con 
taining  numerous  small  water-worn  stones,  of  different  species  of  the  secondary 
tbrmation ;  besides  large  quantities  of  flint,  originally  imbedded  in  limestone, 
which  must  have  been  rolled  from  a  great  distance,  as  there  are  no  beds  of  lime- 
t^tone  on  this  coast,  or  in  any  of  the  neighbouring  districts.  From  atmospheric 
action  and  other  causes  the  rocks  are  rapidly  disintegrating  ;  and  great  quantities 
of  debris  are  annually  accumulating  at  the  bottom  of  the  precipices,  where  wild 
grasses  and  lichens  springing  up  produce,  by  their  decomposition,  a  vegetable 
mould  which  is  gradually  increasing. 

*  The  accompanj-ing  view  has  been  justly  pronounced  as  by  far  the  best  that  has  ever  appeared  of 
tliis  remarkable  scene,  and  is  taken  at  the  same  point  from  which  it  was  contemplated  by  Dr.  Johnson, 
after  his  walk  from  Slaines  Castle,  about  two  miles  distant.  Sir  Walter  Scott,  when  on  his  excursion  to 
the  Shetland  Isles,  and  while  becalmed  off  this  ccast,  paid  a  visit  to  the  BuUer;  and  we  are  of  opinion 
(says  Mr.  Mackie),  that  In  his  description  of  the  Cavern  of  Staffa,  we  can  discover  some  of  the  general 
features  of  the  scene  described,  shadowed  forth  in  the  Lord  of  the  Isles.  It  is  proper  to  mention,  that 
although  now  generally  written  Bu7ier,  it  is  uniformly  known  in  the  district  as  the  Bidkn  —  La 
BouilUnra,  or  boiling  caldrons. 
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"  No  scene  for  me  like  tlie  bounding  sea  ; 
No  couch  like  my  cabin  pillow  ! 
No  fair  domain  like  yon  ocean's  plain — 
And  my  coursers,  tlie  breeze  and  billow  !" 

27ie  Heliotrope. 

Peterhead,  like  the  neiglibouiing  ports  already  noticed,  has  rapidly 
increased,  within  the  last  twenty  years,  in  all  those  means  which  facilitate  atn! 
secure  the  advantao-es  of  trade  and  commerce.  Though  long  and  deservedly 
resorted  to  as  a  delightful  watering-place,  remarkable  for  the  salubrity  of  its  air, 
and  the  beauty  of  its  situation,  the  activity  of  trade  was  still  unknown  to  its 
Inhaliitants.  Its  only  harbour,  a  small  basin  dug  out  of  the  rock,  was  rarely 
enlivened  by  anything  that  could  aspire  to  the  title  of  shipping ;  for  in  Cromwell's 
time,  about  twenty  tons  of  boat-freight  was  all  that  its  diminutive  port  could  lay 
claim  to.  The  spirit  of  its  inhabitants,  however,  with  an  accurate  perception  of 
the  natural  advantages  of  the  Port,  and  aided  by  government  in  the  preparation  for 
a  new  era  in  commercial  enterprise,  has  achieved  wonders.  An  air  of  prosperity 
animates  the  whole  town:  the  harbour  is  filled  with  goodly  traders;  imports  and 
exports  cover  the  quays :  industry  has  received  a  stimulus  which  communicates  its 
happy  influence  to  everything  around ;  and  Peterliead  now  holds  an  enviable 
station  among  the  Ports  and  Harbours  of  Great  Britain. 

The  point  of  land  on  which  the  town  is  built,  is  the  most  easterly  of  the  main- 
land of  Scotland.  It  forms  the  north-east  side  of  a  bay,  and  is  connected  with  tlie 
country,  on  the  north-west,  by  an  isthmus  eight  hundred  yards  in  breadth.  On 
Keith-Inch,  so  called  from  the  Earl  Marischal,  are  many  elegant  and  substantially- 
built  houses ;  and  on  its  south-side  is  an  old  Castle,  erected  in  the  sixteenth 
century,  by  George,  Earl  Marischal,  after  the  model  of  one  which  he  had  seen  i:i 
Denmark.  Down  to  the  close  of  the  sixteenth  century,  Peterhead  was  only  a 
email  fishing-village,  and  the  stranger  who  now  passes  through  its  populous 
streets,  and  busy  harbours,  will  readily  perceive  how  much  has  been  accomplished 
in  the  interval. 

The  Harboues  are  both  handsome  and  commodious-  and,  having  two 
entrances  from  the  south  and  north,  and  being  equidistant  from  the  Forth  and 
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Moray  Fiiths.  aro  much  reported  to  by  vessels  frequenting  the  east  coast  of  Scot- 
land. The  annual  revenue  is  under  the  mannncinent  of  commissioners  incorporated 
by  Act  of  Parliament.  The  South  Harbour  has  a  depth  of  between  twelve  and 
fourteen  feet  water  at  medium  springs,  and  from  ciglit  to  ten  at  neap-tides ;  but 
the  North  Harbour,  during  spring-tides,  has  full  eighteen  feet  water,  and  at  no 
tide  less  than  fourteen.  The  Quay  extends  to  3350  feet  in  length ;  and  connected 
with  the  harbour  is  an  excellent  graving  dock.  The  shipping  belonging  to  the 
port  amounts  to  about  12,000  tons  ;  and  the  number  of  vessels  that  annually  take 
shelter  in  these  harbours,  may  be  estimated  at  two  hundred  and  forty.  The  leading 
articles  of  export  are  grain,  meal,  eggs,  butter,  cattle,  fish,  and  the  produce  of  the 
fisheries:  the  imports  are  groceries,  clothing,  flour,  salt,  iron,  timber,  coal,  hme, 
and  bone-manure.  Shipbuilding  has  long  been  carried  on  to  a  considerable  extent; 
and  in  the  present  day  no  port  of  the  kingdom  sends  out  vessels  more  remarkable 
for  fine  proportion  and  elegant  combination  of  strength  and  beauty.  During  the 
last  half  century,  Peterhead  has  carried  on  an  extensive  trade  with  Greenland,  and 
Davis'  Straits;  and  takes  rank  next  to  Hull  in  the  whale  fishery. 

The  lighthouse,  which  stands  on  the  Buclian  Ness,  at  the  extremity  of  the 
south  bay,  is  of  the  utmost  importance,  both  as  regards  ihe  interest  of  the  general 
trade  of  the  port,  and  the  prosecution  of  the  herring  fishery,  which  is  carried  on 
with  great  success. 

The  neighbourhood  of  Peterhead  is  renowned  for  its  granite,  wliich  is  of  a 
reddish  colour  and  closely  resembles  that  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Lago  JVIaggiore 
in  Italy.  The  beautiful  pillars  in  the  British  Museum,  and  the  Duke  of  York's 
column  in  Waterloo-Place,  are  specimens  of  it;  and  materials  for  many  of  our 
Dublic  buildiuirs,  such  as  the  docks  at  Sheemcss,  have  also  been  furnished  from 
the  ouarries  of  Peterneau. 
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".  . .  .  A  place,  where  industry  and  health 
Their  sure  abode  have  fofind; 
Where  want  has  ripened  into  wealth, 
And  gladdened  all  arcund. 
How  sweet  on  that  romantic  bay 
To  spend  the  live-long  summer-day ! " 

Mauduff,  which  In  the  course  of  a  century  has  emerged  from  its  humble  origin 
of  a  few  fishermen's  huts  into  a  town  and  harbour  of  no  Httle  importance  on  this 
coast,  is  now  an  object  of  increasing  interest  to  all  who  delight  in  tracing  the 
gradual  rise  and  progress  of  national  prosperity,  in  the  ramifications  of  our  trade 
and  commerce.  The  town  is  situated  about  a  mile  and  a  half  to  the  east  of  Banff; 
and  in  the  grouping  of  Its  buildings  presents  an  aspect  sufficiently  romantic  to  arrest 
the  attention  of  every  stranger  who  has  a  taste  for  the  picturesque.  The  Earl  of 
Fife,  on  whose  property  it  Is  built,  has  gieatly  contributed  to  Its  advancement  in  all 
that  regards  the  comfort  of  the  Inhabitants,  and  the  Improvement  of  its  harbour, 
which  is  now  considered  one  of  the  best  In  the  Moray  Frith.  At  the  instance  of 
this  patriotic  nobleman,  Macduff  was  created  a  burgh  cf  barony  by  his  Majesty 
George  III.;  and  from  that  time  large  sums  of  money  have  been  annually  expended 
in  improving  the  town,  encouraging  industry,  and  extending  the  harbour.  The 
import  and  export  traffic  of  this  port  continues  on  the  Increase,  and  employs 
numerous  vessels  that  carry  on  a  regular  trade  with  London  and  the  ports  of  the 
Baltic.  The  exports  consist  chiefly  of  corn,  salmon,  cod-fish,  and  granite,  for  which 
the  quarries  of  this  coast  have  been  so  long  known  and  appreciated.  It  is  also  a 
favourite  fishing-station,  and  possesses  a  numerous  fleet  of  boats  engaged  in  the 
herring-fishery,  which  Is  here  prosecuted  during  the  season  with  great  activity  and 
success  ;  an  occupation  that  has  been  the  means  of  training  up  a  larger  number 
of  hardy  seamen,  and  thus  contributing  to  the  naval  supremacy  of  our  country  in  a 
greater  degree  than  any  other  branch  of  the  coasting- trade.  It  has  at  the  same 
time  been  instrumental  In  providing  an  Important  portion  of  the  subsistence  of  the 
peasantry  in  the  district,  as  well  as  furnlsliing  a  supply  for  transmission  to  the 
metropohs  and  the  southern  part  of  the  Kingdom,  and  successfully  vieing  with  the 
fai-famed  staple  of  Yarmouth.     The  herring-fishery  on  the  coast  of  Scotland  wa.s 
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1  mg  confined,  almost  exclusively,  to  the  coasts  of  Caithness  and  Sutherland  ;  but 
owing  to  the  encouragement  afforded  by  government  at  the  termination  of  the  war, 
the  fishing  of  herrings  was  commenced  on  the  Aberdeen,  Banff,  Moray,  and  Ross- 
shire  coasts ;  and  it  was  soon  discovered  that  the  herrings  were  both  as  good  in 
quality  and  as  abundant  on  the  south  side  of  the  Moray  Frith  as  on  the  north. 
This  trade,  from  a  small  beginning,  has  now  become  flourishing  and  extensive » 
and  although  the  government  bounties  have  been  withdrawn,  it  is  still  carried  dh 
with  great  spirit  and  activity.  The  quantity  cured  within  the  district  amounts  in 
iavourable  years  to  about  thirty  thousand  barrels. 

The  town  contains  a  thriving  and  industrious  population  of  nearly  two  thousand : 
it  has  a  grammar-school,  a  town -hall,  and  a  jail.  Tlie  church,  which  forms  so 
prominent  a  feature  in  the  picture,  occupies  a  conspicuous  situation  on  the  eminence, 
and  owes  much  to  the  taste  and  munificence  of  Lord  Fife,  who  has  erected  a  fine 
massy  cross  in  its  immediate  precincts,  and  thereby  contributed  an  ornament  which, 
by  its  peculiar  elevation,  gives  additional  interest  and  effect  to  the  whole  scene. 

The  bridge  across  the  Devon,  by  wliich  Macduff  communicates  with  Banff  and 
the  surrounding  scenery,  is  described  in  our  notice  of  the  latter  town  and  harbour. 
Owing  to  the  acknowledged  excellence  of  its  accommodation  for  shipping,  Macduff 
is  gradually  acquiring  fresh  testimony  in  its  favour  as  a  seaport,  and  promises  to 
insure  to  its  inhabitants,  at  no  remote  period,  their  full  proportion  of  maritime 
prosperity.  So  be  it ;  and  in  this  wish  and  prospect  every  one,  who  is  acquainted 
with  the  place  or  the  people,  will  cordially  sympathize  ;  and  from  their  known 
energy  and  perseverance,  there  is  no  reason  to  doubt  of  their  securing  that  com- 
mercial success  which  tliey  labour  so  strenuously  to  obtain,  and  to  which  theii 
uatiiral  position  so  much  entities  them. 
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BAXFF. 

The  ancient  town  of  BaniFconsists  of  two  distinct  parts,  the  first  of  which,  called 
the  body  of  the  town,  lies  partly  on  the  lower  extremity  of  the  plain,  skirting  the 
river,  and  partly  on  the  declivity.  The  second  portion,  called  the  sea-town,  stands 
on  an  elevated  level  which  terminates  abruptly  within  a  short  distance  of  the  sea,  by 
which  it  is  bounded.  When  viewed  from  the  low  ground  beyond  the  river,  the  sea- 
town  appears  to  stand  on  a  long  elevated  ridge,  as  seen  in  the  engraving,  and  having 
the  battery  on  its  northern  extremity.  On  a  piece  of  table-land,  projecting  mid- 
way between  the  town  proper,  and  sea-town,  and  nearly  opposite  the  mouth  of  the 
river,  stands  the  Castle,  a  plain,  modem  edifice,  but  commanding  an  extensive  and 
varied  prospect  of  the  sea,  the  town,  the  hill  of  jilacdufF,  the  sweep  of  the  river,  and 
the  beautiful  slope  opposite,  surmounted  by  the  woods  of  Mount  CoflTer. 

The  streets  of  Banff,  though  composed  of  houses  varying  much  in  size,  are 
generally  straight  and  of  a  convenient  width.  The  High-street,  Castle-road, 
and  a  street  in  the  sea-town,  terminating  in  the  battery,  form  a  continuous  hne 
from  south  to  north,  of  about  half  a  mile  in  length.  In  the  progress  of  recent 
improvements,  many  of  the  old  houses  have  been  pulled  down  and  replaced  by  others, 
so  that  now  scarcely  a  feature  of  primitive  architecture  is  leit  to  remind  the  spec- 
tator of  the  olden  time — the  characteristic  dwellings  of  our  forefathers — 

"  When  walls  of  cak  and  hearts  of  steel 
Stood  surety  for  the  public  weal. 

About  twenty  years  ago  the  comfort  and  convenience  of  the  inhabitants  were  greatly 
promoted  by  the  addition  of  an  excellent  market-place,  laid  out  in  a  central  part  of 
the  town  and  furnished  with  every  necessary  accommodation.  Public  baths  have 
also  been  erected  by  a  joint-stock  company,  and  the  town  is  hghted  with  gas. 

In  the  southern  approach  to  Banff,  the  road  is  carried  over  the  Doveran  by 
means  of  an  elegant  and  substantial  stone  bridge,  consisting  of  seven  semicircular 
arches,  with  a  clear  water-way  of  one  himdred  and  forty-two  yards.  Tliis  handsome 
structure  was  finished  at  the  expense  of  government  in  1779,  and  is  higlily  orna- 
mental to  the  town  and  neighbourhood.  From  this  point  the  view  of  Duff  House, 
in  the  centre  of  a  beautiful  jiark,  is  seen  to  great  advantage.  In  proof  of  this,  the 
readei  has  only  to  cast  his  eye  over  the  engraving,  which,  to  those  who  have  not 
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Been  the  original,  conveys  a  faithful  and  striking  resemblance  to  Banff  an'1  itj: 
vicinity.  Seen  so  near  as  to  render  its  elaborately  carved  ornaments  visible,  the 
appearance  of  Duff  House  is  particularly  rich,  graceful,  and  majestic.  It  contains 
a  fine  gallery  of  paintings,  many  of  them  by  the  first  masters  of  the  art.  This 
baronial  mansion,  was  built  nearly  a  century  ago,  after  a  design  by  Adams,  in  the 
Roman  style,  but  has  never  been  finished  in  its  original  detail.  The  body  of  the 
house  is  an  oblong,  consisting  of  four  lofty  stories  ;  the  first  of  which  is  a  rustic  base- 
ment, over  which  rise  two  stories,  adorned  with  fluted  pilasters,  and  an  entablature 
in  imitation  of  that  on  the  temple  of  Jupiter  Stator,  in  the  Campo  Vaccino 
at  Rome.  Over  this  entablature,  which  surrounds  the  whole  structure,  is  an  attic 
story,  surmounted  by  a  balustrade.  The  four  corners  of  the  building  have  pro- 
jections resembling  towers,  which  break  and  vary  the  outline,  overtop  the  attic  story, 
and  are  adorned  at  the  angles  by  an  upper  range  of  pilasters  with  an  entablature  of 
the  Composite  order,  and  crowned  by  dome-like  roofs,  on  which  are  placed  octagonal 
pedestal-chimneys. 

The  town  of  Banff  has  much  to  recommend  it  as  a  residence.  It  possesses  both 
coast  and  inland  scenery  of  a  superior  description,  and  is  particularly  healthy.  It 
has  excellent  schools,  classical  and  commercird  :  various  places  of  public  worship,  as- 
observed  by  the  established  Presbyterian,  the  Episijopalian,  the  Seceder,  and  others. 
Jt  has  abundant  markets,  frequent  and  regular  mails,  public  baths,  literary,  scientific, 
and  benevolent  institutions  ;  boardintr-schoois.  and  society  equal  at  least  to  what  is 
generally  met  with  in  a  remote  urnviuciai  wwn. 
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PORT   GLASGOW. 

Here,  safely  moored,  our  vessels  ride, 

Here  plies  the  busy  oar  ; 
And  every  ship  that  stems  the  tide 

Brings  treasures  to  our  shore  : 
Here  trade  and  industry  command 
The  trusty  heart  and  steady  hand. 

The  ground  on  which  this  town  has  been  erected  belonged  originally  to  tiie 
estate  of  Newark,  and  was  purchased  by  the  magistrates  of  Glasgow,  in  1668,  in 
order  to  provide  a  convenient  harbour  for  the  merchant-vessels  belonging  to  that 
city — Whence  the  name  of  Port  Glasgow.  In  1775,  a  charter  was  obtained  from 
parliament,  conferring  on  the  town  the  privilege  of  a  burgh  of  barony,  and  granting 
a  constitution,  which  vested  tlie  management  of  its  municipal  affairs  in  a  council 
of  thirteen,  including  two  bailhes.  By  the  Burgh-Reform  Act,  the  number  was 
reduced  to  nine,  consisting  of  a  provost,  two  baiUies,  and  six  councillors.  The 
Reform  Bill  elevated  it  to  the  rank  of  a  parliamentary  burgh  ;  and,  in  connexion 
with  Kilmarnock,  Rutherglen,  Dumbarton,  and  Renfrew,  it  sends  one  member  t«F 
parliament. 

In  its  general  appearance.  Port  Glasgow  presents  an  air  of  much  neatness  and 
regularity.  The  streets  are  straight,  and  for  the  most  part  cross  each  other  at  right 
angles;  while  the  houses,  nearly  uniform  in  size,  and  generally  whitewashed,  give  to 
the  whole  a  hght  and  regular  appearance.  Among  the  modern  buildings  the  town- 
house,  and  parish-church  are  chiefly  deserving  of  notice.  The  town-hall,  of  plain 
but  substantial  workmanship,  is  ornamented  in  front  with  a  portico,  resting  on  four 
massy  fluted  pillars,  and  surmounted  with  a  handsome  spire,  wliich  rises  from  the 
centre.  Of  this  edifice,  the  ground-floor  has  been  laid  out  chiefly  in  shops ;  but 
the  upper  story,  in  addition  to  the  chambers  of  the  council  and  town-clerk,  contains 
a  large  and  commodious  reading-room,  with  several  apartments  occupied  as  mer- 
cantile counting-rooms.  The  church  wa.s  finished  seventeen  years  ago,  and  aflfords 
accommodation  for  about  twelve  hundred  persons.  It  is  square  in  form,  and  plain 
in  its  exterior  ;  but  is  much  and  deservedly  admired  for  the  simphcity  and  elegance 
of  its  internal  arrangement.  The  wealthy  inhabitants  of  the  place  did  themselves 
great  honor,  and  at  the  tame  time  set  a  valuable  example  to  others,  by  gratuitously 
contributing  a  sum  of  fifteen  hundred  pounds  to  assist  in  the  expenses  of  iti 
erection. 
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Attached  to  tW.s  Port  are  two  capacious  harbours,  substantially  built,  and  ao 
completely  sheltered  from  storms,  that  the  vessels  moored  within  them  have  rarely 
been  found  to  sutler  injury  even  in  the  severest  weather.  These  harbours  are 
furnished  with  ample  quay  and  shed-room,  and  also  with  a  commodious  graving- 
dock — the  oldest  in  Scotland.  The  largest  vessels  that  trade  to  the  Clyde  arc 
found  at  this  jjort ;  sucli  is  the  facility  of  access  to  this  harbour,  that  vessels  which 
draw  twenty-one  feet  of  water  are  towed  up  and  down  the  channel  with  the  greatest 
ease  and  safety. 

A  very  important  addition  to  the  harbour  accommodations  of  Port  Glasgow  was 
obtained  a  few  years  back  in  the  erection  of  wet-docks.  The  then  existing  harbourf 
having  been  found  much  too  small  for  the  increasing  number  of  ships  belonging  to 
the  port,  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  resolved  to  avail  themselves  of  their  local 
advantages,  by  converting  the  Bay  of  Newark,  naturally  adapted  to  the  purpose, 
into  a  spacious  dock,  where  vessels  of  the  largest  class  might  lie  securely  atioai 
in  every  state  of  the  tide.  The  trustees  of  the  harbours  obtained  an  act  of  parlia- 
ment, investing  them  with  the  necessary  powers  for  carrying  this  desirable  object 
into  effect;  and  funds  having  been  secured,  they  were  enabled  to  commence  the 
work,  which  was  soon  in  rapid  progress,  and  completed  about  twelve  years  ago. 
This  dock,  having  spacious  quays,  with  a  tucnty-five  feet  depth  of  water  alongside, 
holds  out  special  advantages  to  the  trade,  both  in  point  of  safety  and  convenience. 

The  charges  levied  at  this  port  are  on  the  most  moderate  scale,  and  considerabl)' 
below  the  rates  imposed  at  the  neighbouring  ports.  To  merchants  engaged  in  trade 
with  the  Clyde,  Port  Glasgow  thus  presents  the  double  advantage  of  low  charges 
and  very  superior  accommodation  ;  while,  at  the  same  time,  the  privileges  of  the 
warehousing  system  are  on  a  footing  equal  to  those  of  any  other  port  in  the  kingdom. 
Warehouse-room  is  provided  on  a  very  extensive  scale,  and  is  open  for  the  general 
accommodation  of  the  trade,  on  very  moderate  terms.  In  addition  to  the  regular 
bonded  warehouses,  there  is  a  large  area  for  receiving  wood  into  bond,  and  an 
excellent  warehouse  for  crushing  rulined  sugars,  in  which  large  quantities  of  tliat 
article  are  prepared  for  exportation  to  the  Mediterranean  markets. 

Shipbuilding  is  also  carried  on  at  this  port  to  a  considerable  extent :  of  late  years 
tlie  builders  have  been  chiefly  employed  in  the  construction  of  steamboats,  of  which 
they  have  produced  a  great  number,  some  of  them  of  the  largest  class,  and  all  of  very 
superior  workmanship.  From  the  nature  of  the  trade,  the  rope-work  and  canvas 
factory  arc  here  in  a  state  of  constant  activity,  and  give  employment  to  a  great 
number  of  hands.  The  vast  inprovements  effected  witluu  the  last  few  years,  by 
deepening  the  river,  and  extending  the  harbours  and  docks  as  already  mentioned, 
give  Port  Glasgow  just  cause  to  anticipate  all  the  advantages  arising  from  -i 
t^rosperous  :md  extendinfr  commerce. 
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"  The  Qyde,  always  spacious,  and  always  covered  with  its  shipping,  offers  a  scene  of  life  and  brilliancy 
onparalleled  on  any  of  our  scarshores  ;  and  enhanced  by  a  majestic  screen  of  mountains  to  the  north,  for 
ever  varying  under  the  change  of  a  restless  atmosphere,  but  under  all  these  changes,  for  ever  magnificent !" 

Among  the  principal  sea-ports  of  the  United  Empire,  Greenock  is  justly  entitled 
to  a  distinguished  place.  Although  of"  comparatively  modem  date,  it  has  left  many 
of  its  ancient  predecessors  and  modern  rivals  in  the  background,  and  at  this  moment 
continues  to  advance  rapidly  in  commercial  enterprise  and  prosperity, 

The  recent  formation  of  quays  and  docks  of  corresponding  dimensions,  affords 
to  this  harbour  every  facility  for  vessels  of  heavy  burthen.  The  town  possesses 
several  handsome  buildings,  the  principal  of  which  are  the  church,  the  Tontine,  or 
great  hotel,  and  the  Custom-house.  Of  the  latter,  with  the  immediate  scene  of 
commercial  activity  and  forest  of  masts  by  which  it  is  surrounded,  the  engraving 
opposite  presents  a  vivid  and  faithful  representation.  It  is  a  structure  of  great 
elegance,  and,  as  an  illustration  of  the  chastest  style  of  Grecian  architecture,  it  would 
be  difficult  to  point  out  a  finer  specimen  either  at  home  or  abroad.  The  quality  of 
the  materials  too  is  every  way  worthy  of  so  fine  a  monument  of  national  prosperity  : 
and  a  fair  estimate  may  be  formed  of  the  superiority  of  the  workmanship,  when  we 
state  that  a  sum  of  not  less  than  twenty  thousand  pounds  was  expended  in  its 
erection  ;  a  fact  which  evinces  at  the  same  time  the  high  importance  attached  to 
Greenock  as  a  depot  of  the  national  revenue.  The  river  Clyde  is  here  about  three 
miles  broad ;  but,  as  also  at  Port-Glasgow,  the  navigable  channel  is  little  more  than 
three  hundred  yards  across.  The  bay  is  formed  by  an  expansion  of  the  Clyde, 
into  which  several  bold  points  of  land  project  from  the  northern  bank,  over  which 
the  mountains  of  Argyll,  gradually  receding  till  their  summits  are  lost  in  the  sky, 
present  a  landscape  of  almost  Alpine  beauty  and  magnificence. 

In  conjunction  with  the  native  grandeur  of  the  scenery,  the  spirit  of  commercial 
enterprise,  which  is  everywhere  visible  on  the  banks,  as  well  as  on  the  bosom  of 
the  water — transforming  the  one  into  a  garden,  and  the  other  into  a  "  high  road  "  to 
prosperity, — impresses  every  spectator  with  the  strongest  evidence  of  its  magical 
influence.     Industry  and  activity  pervade  and  animate  everything  around,  and 
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extend  their  influence  into  the  remotest  parts  of  the  country.  For  several  years 
past,  Greenock  has  been  the  principal  port  in  iiuinediatc  connexion  with  America, 
to  which  the  annual  tide  of  emigration  from  the  Highlands  still  flows,  though  with 
abated  force,  and  a  divided  stream,  since  the  golden  hills  of  Australia  have  offered 
to  thousands  the  vision  of  wealth  to  be  acquired  in  a  few  months,  and  an  inde- 
pendence to  be  realized  in  a  single  year.  Here,  grouped  on  the  (juay,  sauntering 
along  the  streets,  or  viewing  the  distant  mountains  to  which  they  are  soon  to  bid 
adieu,  the  voice  and  features  of  the  Gael  awaken  a  lively  interest  and  attention  on 
the  part  of  every  stranger.  They  have  left  their  humble  dwellings  in  those  moun- 
tains, which  still  look  invitingly  in  the  distance,  and  which  through  innumerable 
generations  had  afibrded  shelter  and  sustenance  to  their  ancestors,  but  whence  they 
are  driven  at  last,  not  by  choice,  but  imperious  necessity. 

When  tired  or  satisfied  with  the  tumultuous  scene  on  the  quays,  the  traveller 
may  ascend  in  half  an  hour  the  heights  above  the  port,  and  there  behold  one  of  the 
finest  views  in  Scotland.  The  gigantic  screen  of  Argyllshire  mountains,  rising  peak 
over  peak  till  they  vanish  in  the  sky,  forms  a  magnificent  distance  to  the  picture ; 
while  the  middle  ground  is  occupied  by  the  broad  expanse  of  the  Clyde,  gay  and 
studded  with  shipping  in  every  direction.  Still  nearer,  the  port  of  Greenock  itself, 
crowded  with  masts  and  sails,  and  steam  chimneys  and  buildings,  forms  an  appro- 
priate foreground  to  a  panorama  a3  variegated  as  it  is  picturesque. 

That  generous  spirit  of  enterprise  which  characterises  the  merchants  of  Greenock 
has  given  birth  to  one  of  the  most  remarkable  cfiPorts  of  science  and  art  which  have 
been  accomplished  in  modem  times.  Tliis  is  the  admiration  of  every  stranger,  and 
well  known  to  the  pubHc  under  the  name  of  Shaw's  Water-works.  By  a  singular 
combination  of  Ingenuity  and  skiU,  a  small  stream  of  water  is  made  to  travel  along 
the  faces  of  mountains,  and  across  ravines,  for  the  space  of  six  miles  and  a  half,  till 
it  reaches  the  brow  of  a  hill  about  a  mile  .above  Greenock,  at  an  elevation  of  more 
than  five  hundred  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea.  Here  it  is  received  into  a  small 
reservoir,  and  managed  in  such  a  manner  as  to  produce,  by  this  stupendous  fall,  a 
two-thousan.d-horse  power,  greater,  says  Mr.  Brown,  than  that  produced  by  all  the 
united  steam-engines  in  Glasgow.  This  splendid  scheme  was  designed  and  com- 
pleted under  the  personal  superintendence  of  Mr.  Thom,  of  Rothesay,  to  whose 
scientific  and  inventive  genius  it  is  a  noble  and  lasting  monument.  The  immense 
power  thus  provided  is  rendered  more  secure  and  certain  than  that  of  steam,  because 
there  exists  no  doubt  whatever  that  a  full  supply  of  water  commensurate  with  the 
power,  can  be  had  at  all  times  and  seasons. 
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The  river  Clyde,  in  a  commercial  point  of  view,  is  of  the  greatest  importance, 
not  only  to  the  ciiy  of  Glasgow,  but  to  the  whole  western  district  of  Scotland. 
Till  the  beginning  of  the  sixteenth  century,  however,  the  channel  of  this  noble 
river  was  so  incommoded  by  fords  and  shoals,  as  to  be  hardly  navigable  even  for 
the  small  craft  of  that  day.  Sensible  of  this  great  evil,  and  aware  that  it  admitted 
of  a  remedy,  the  inliabitants  of  Glasgow,  Renfrew,  and  Dumbarton  entered  into  an 
agreement  to  excavate  the  channel  of  the  river,  and,  by  working  six  weeks  alter- 
nately, succeeded  in  their  enterprise.  The  principal  ford  and  several  others  of  less 
importance  were  removed,  so  that  by  the  middle  of  the  sixteenth  century,  flat- 
bottomed  lighters  could  be  floated  with  ease  and  safety  to  the  landing-shore  at  the 
Broomielaw,  which,  in  the  process  of  time  and  events,  has  become  the  great 
commercial  port  of  Glasgow. 

A  few  years  ago,  the  harbour  of  Broomielaw  was  only  seven  hundred  and  thirty 
feet  long  on  one  side ;  it  is  now  3340  feet  long  on  the  north  side  of  the  river,  and 
]  260  on  the  south.  Till  of  late  years  there  were  only  a  few  punts  and  ploughs  for 
dredging  the  river ;  there  are  now  four  dredging-machines,  with  powerful  steam- 
apparatus  and  two  diving-bells.  The  shed  accommodation  on  both  sides  of  the 
river  is  most  ample ;  and  one  of  the  cranes  made  by  Messrs.  Claud,  Girdwood,  and 
Co.,  for  shipping  steam-boat  boilers,  is  capable  of  sustaining  a  weight  of  thirty  tons, 
and  may,  for  the  union  of  power  with  elegance  of  construction,  challenge  all  the 
ports  in  the  kingdom.  For  the  space  of  seven  miles  below  the  city  the  river  is 
confined  within  narrow  bounds,  and  the  sloping  banks,  formed  of  whinstone,  in 
imitation  of  ashlar,  are  unequalled  as  a  work  of  beauty  and  utility. 

From  the  Broomielaw,  till  it  begins  to  expand  into  an  estuary,  the  Clyde  is 
everywhere  overlooked,  at  short  intervals,  by  the  rising  hulls  and  finished  decks  of 
steam-boats  and  other  craft  preparing  for  the  launch.  Compared  with  the  bulk  of 
its  waters,  and  the  breadth  of  its  stream,  this  river  is  unequalled  for  the  amount  and 
stir  of  its  navigation.  Here  it  is  seen  bearing  along  ships  of  heavy  burden  and 
deep  draught  of  water ;  there  plentifully  dotted  with  yawls  and  wherries,  and  kept 
in  a  constant  state  of  foaming  agitation  by  large  steam-ships,  freighted  with  heavy 
cargoes  from  the  shores  of  England  and  Ireland — by  numerous  coasting  steam- 
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vessels,  careering  over  its  surface  with  thousands  of  human  beings,  and  by  steam 
tug-boats,  dragging  behind  them  trains  of  sailing  craft,  too  unwieldy  to  pilot  their 
own  way  within  its  narrow  channel.  First  in  the  practical  working  of  steam-ship 
architecture,  the  Clyde  may  be  safely  said  to  maintain  its  pre-eminence  over 
every  otlier  river  in  the  world. 

The  Broomielaw  Bridge,  which  forms  so  prominent  a  feature  in  the 
engraving,  was  begun  after  a  design  by  Mr.  Telford,  the  late  celebrated  engineer, 
and  built  by  Messrs.  Gibb  and  Son.  It  is  faced  with  Aberdeen  granite,  and  has 
a  very  gentle  acclivity.  It  is  560  feet  in  length  over  the  newals,  and  sixty  feet  in 
width  over  the  parapets :  it  has  seven  arches,  and  is  wider  than  any  river-bridge  in 
the  kingdom. 

Tides. — The  tide  at  Greenock  is  two  hours  earher  than  at  Glasgow.  At 
places  situated  near  the  ocean,  the  tide  flows  nearly  as  long  as  it  ebbs.  At 
Greenock  it  flows  generally  about  six  hours,  but  at  Glasgow  it  flows  only  for  five 
hours  and  ebbs  in  about  seven ;  this,  however,  is  modified  by  the  winds.  High 
winds  in  the  Clyde  affect  the  time  and  elevation  of  high-water ;  and  by  considering 
the  form  and  course  of  the  Frith  of  Clyde,  it  is  obvious  that  a  gale  from  :t 
northerly  quarter,  by  opposing  the  flow  of  the  tide,  will  cause  tlie  time  of  high- 
water  to  be  earlier,  and  the  height  of  the  water  to  be  less,  than  would  otherwise  be 
the  case ;  while  a  gale  from  an  opposite  direction,  acting  in  concert  with  the 
flowing  tide,  will  produce  a  contrary  effect. 

The  merchants  and  citizens  of  Glasgow  have  ever  been  characterised  as  a  loyal, 
patriotic,  and  generous  people.  When  the  country  was  suffering  under  civil  war, 
they  raised  an  armed  force  in  defence  of  their  civil  and  religious  librrties,  and  when 
menaced  by  the  enemies  of  their  country  they  stood  nobly  forward  in  its  defence. 
In  times  of  local  distress  their  liberality  knows  no  bounds ;  and  their  support  of 
religious  and  benevolent  Institutions  his  never  been  surpassed  in  any  community. 
That  the  citizens  of  Glasgow  have  done  honour  to  departed  worth  is  abundantly 
proved  by  the  monuments  and  statues  erected  in  the  city ;  and  tliat  their  gratitude 
is  not  confined  to  the  dead  is  daily  evinced  by  their  respect  and  admiration  of 
livin<T  merit.  Such  is  the  testimony  borne  to  them  by  one  of  their  fellow-citizens. 
Sucti  they  are  known  to  be  in  their  intercourse  with  strangers;  and  none,  we  will 
venture  to  say,  have  ever  spent  a  week  in  the  precincts  of  the  Broomielaw, 
and  shared  in  its  hospit^ilitics,  without  a  cordial  assent  to  the  city  motto — 
I^t  Glasgow  Jiuuruk  I 
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FfiOM   HAERI^'GTOX   PIKE. 

"  The  sun  sets  with  a  rosy  smile 
Ou  Crifi'el's  peak  and  Jlona's  isle  ; 
The  wave  assumes  a  deeper  blue, 
The  mountain  wears  a  brighter  hue. 
And  many  a  seaman  on  the  mast 
Unfurls  his  canvas  to  the  blast  " 

Harrington  is  a  small  maritime  village,  about  two  miles  from  "Workington, 
with  a  commodious  harbour  opening  on  St.  George's  Channel,  which  is  a  prolific 
source  of  industry  to  this  portion  of  tlie  coast.  The  outward  trade  consists  cliiefly 
of  coal  and  lime,  in  both  of  which  the  immediate  district  abounds.  The  limekilns 
of  Dissington,  and  the  coal-mines  of  Workington  are  the  sources  from  which  these 
exports  are  obtained  in  excellent  quality,  and  which  employ  a  great  number  of 
hands  in  tlie  several  departments  of  mining,  burning,  carting,  and  exportation  to 
the  opposite  coasts  of  Scotland,  Ireland,  and  the  Isle  of  Man,  where  the  caro-oes 
are  readily  disposed  of,  and  such  articles  selected  for  importation  as  the  season,  or 
the  peculiar  state  of  the  markets  at  home,  appear  to  recommend.  In  this  manner 
a  degree  of  local  prosperity  is  insured,  and  another  efficient  nursery  of  seamen 
kept  up  by  the  spirited  ship-owners  in  their  regular  intercourse  with  the  neighbour- 
ing coasts.  It  is  by  the  combined  influence  of  such  nurseries  that  the  maritime 
power  of  England  first  acquired,  and  still  maintains,  her  supremacy  at  sea ;  and 
to  the  thousand  harbours  by  which  she  is  encircled  she  is  indebted  for  those  naval 
victories  which,  under  Providence,  have  preserved  her  integrity  and  independence 
amidst  the  shock  of  surrounding  nations.  The  humblest  fisherman  on  the  waters 
of  the  Solway,  if  thoroughly  skilled  in  the  management  of  his  trim-built  craft,  is 
not  without  his  importance  in  the  scale  of  national  utility ;  for  the  same  qualifica- 
tions which  give  him  superiority  among  the  comrades  of  his  hardy  callino',  would 
procure  him  distinction  on  the  deck  of  a  seventy-four.  No  eflTort  should  be  spared 
to  encourage  nautical  science  wherever  men  and  ships  are  to  be  found  on  our  coasts. 
"  Britannia  rules  the  waves  "  only  by  those  "  hearts  of  oak  "  which  have  been  -o 
long  and  devotedly  at  her  command  ,  and  her  real  strength  and  security  consist, 
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not  in  the  number  of  her  ships  or  their  weight  of  inetal,  hut  in  the  education  an<l 
discinline  of  her  native  seamen,  whose  uncompromising  gallantry  has  long  passed 
into  a  proverb.  But  from  this  digression  we  return  to  the  subject  more  particularly 
under  notice. 

Harrington,  it  appears,  was  the  hereditary  domain  of  the  ancient  and  baronial 
family  of  that  name,  the  title  of  which  became  extinct  in  1457.  It  was  proposed 
to  carry  the  railway,  alluded  to  in  our  notice  of  Maryport,  across  the  upper  part 
of  Harrington,  by  means  of  a  bridge  or  viaduct  ;  but  the  objections  to  such  a 
measure,  so  far  as  it  would  affect  the  maritime  interests  of  this  place  are  insur- 
mountable. The  report  of  the  committee  appointed  by  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury 
to  examine  this  subject  on  the  spot  is  as  follows:  "  The  whole  extent  of  this  harbour 
is  only  seven  hundred  and  sixty-two  feet  in  length,  and  two  hundred  and  twenty 
in  breadth,  and  as  it  is  used  as  well  for  a  port  of  refuge  as  for  lading,  and  there  is 
an  insufficiency  of  space  for  vessels  to  anchor  and  swing  in,  an  artificial  beach  has 
been  formed  at  the  eastern  or  upper  end,  on  which  they  are  enabled  to  bring  up. 
The  proposed  viaduct  would  cut  off  about  a  third  of  the  harbour.  This  would  not 
only  be  objectionable  on  account  of  its  diminishing  the  capacity  of  the  port,  but  also 
by  its  depriving  the  shipping  of  the  artificial  beach  to  which  we  have  just  alluded. 
The  objection  to  curtailing  the  size  of  the  harbour  will  be  apparent,  when  we  state 
that  the  harbour-master  supplied  us  with  a  return,  verified  by  the  Custom-house 
officer,  by  which  we  find  that  in  the  course  of  the  year,  1839,  no  fewer  than 
five  hundred  and  ten  vessels  used  this  port ;  and  that  during  the  gales  of  wind  it 
w^as  frequently  so  full  that  they  were  in  actual  contact  from  side  to  side.  After 
well  considering  this  part  of  the  subject,  we  are  of  opinion  that,  whatever  expense 
or  other  inconvenience  it  might  cause,  it  would  be  necessary  to  adopt  some  other 
mode  ol"  carrying  the  railway  past  Harrington  than  that  proposed." 

The  population  of  this  port  is  gradually  increasing.  The  number  of  shipping 
is  also  increased  ;  and  altogether  Harrington  may  be  pronounced  as  in  a  flourishing 
condition.  The  light  now  at  the  pier-head  was  first  used  in  1797,  and  is  alv  :ya 
exhibited  when  there  is  a  depth  of  eight  feet  water  in  the  harbour.  It  i=  ■  xed 
light,  hoisted  upon  a  mast  lorty-four  feet  above  high  water,  and  in  clear  weather 
may  be  seen  at  the  distance  of  ten  miles  at  sea. 
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"  Why  droops  my  Flower  of  AUerdale  I 
So  sad,  so  pensive,  and  so  pale ; 
Whence  the  tear  that  dims  thine  eye — 
That  downcast  look  and  frequent  sigh  I 
The  breeze  of  Allonet  shall  bring 
Back  to  thy  cheek  the  rose  of  Spring." 

The  banks  of  the  Solway  are  much  frequented  during  the  summer  months  by 
families  from  the  interior,  who  resort  thither  for  the  benefit  of  sea-bathing,  t<r 
which  great  importance  is  attached  as  a  preventive,  no  less  than  a  curative,  procest 
in  the  economy  of  health.  Among  the  various  localities  selected  lor  this  enjoy- 
ment, AUonby  bears  a  long-established  reputation,  and  is  annually  resorted  to  by 
many  families  of  distinction  and  respectability,  from  both  sides  of  the  Channel,  who 
seek,  in  the  invigorating  air  of  the  sea,  the  pleasures  of  social  intercourse,  and  in 
the  delicious  walks  and  drives  with  which  the  coast  abounds,  the  restoration  of 
health  or  temporary  relaxation  from  business.  Several  of  the  distinguished  public 
characters  of  the  day  have  here  spent  the  recesses  of  Parliament,  and  found  in  the 
tranquillising  atmosphere  of  Allonby  a  safe  remedy  ibr  the  enervating  influence  of 
the  capital,  and  the  cares  and  irritations  of  public  life.  It  was  long  a  favourite 
resort  of  the  Scottish  gentry,  and  still  maintains  a  degree  of  pre-eminence  as  an 
attractive  watering-place.  The  accommodation  at  the  hotels  is  excellent,  and 
they  are  furnished  with  every  convenience  for  hot -baths. 

Allonby  is  only  five  miles  from  Maryport,  and  ten  from  Wigton,  and  is  flanked 
by  a  fine  imdulating  country,  celebrated  as  a  field  for  rural  sports,  and  industriously 
cultivated  by  a  numerous  and  thriving  population.  The  village  itself  is  small,  its 
permanent  inhabitants  being  considerably  under  a  thousand,  most  of  whom  depend 
upon  the  annual  visitors,  and  a  share  in  the  herring-fishery,  for  the  means  of  fife. 
The  latter,  however,  has  become  much  less  productive  than  formerly ;  the  herrings 
are  very  capricious  in  their  visits,  and,  according  to  Hutchinson,  after  continuing 
the  same  annual  track  for  ten  years,  change  their  route,  and  only  resume  their 
visit  after  an  interval  of  ten  years.     In  this  respect,  says  our  authority,  they  are  as 
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rcffular  as  the  tides  or  the  vicissitudes  of  the  seasons:  but,  as  annual  "customers" 
for  the  net,  these  savoury  visitors  are  not  to  be  depended  upon ;  and  although,  Uke 
Owen  Glendower,  the  anxious  fisherman  may  call  up  "  spirits  from  the  vasty  deep," 
the  question  is,  vfiU  they  come  ? 

Allonby  has  the  benefit  of  good  assembly-rooms,  a  reading-room,  a  free  school, 
and  two  other  dally  schools ;  and  here  too  that  exemplary  body  of  men — the 
Quakers — who  are  numerous  and  influential  in  this  county,  have  a  meeting-house. 
The  character  of  these  dissenters  from  the  Established  Church  is  generally  praise- 
worthy ;  and  in  this  part  of  Cumberland,  where  they  have  long  been  established, 
their  reputation  as  a  moral,  peaceable,  and  industrious  community,  is  established 
by  the  daily  evidence  of  facts  and  the  testimony  of  all  who  have  enjoyed  their 
intimate  and  personal  intercourse.  The  Society  of  Friends — such  as  they  are  in 
this  district — bear  a  closer  resemblance  to  those  primitive  Christians  secluded 
among  the  Alps  of  Piedmont  than  to  any  other  religious  body  with  which  we  are 
acquainted. 

Allonby  enjoys  the  honour  of  having  given  birth,  in  1741,  to  Captain  Joseph 
Huddart,  of  the  Royal  Society,  a  man  of  great  scientific  acquirements,  and  eminent 
as  a  naval  engineer  and  hydrographer.  The  patronage  of  the  chapel  founded  here 
by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Thomlinson,  and  consecrated  in  the  eventful  year  1745,  is  vested 
in  the  representatives  of  that  distinguished  churchman.  The  Gill,  a  seat  of  the 
Reay  family;  West  Newton,  the  ancient  residence  of  the  Musgraves  ;  Langrigg 
Hall,  the  fortalice  of  the  Barwis  family,  are  among  the  domestic  relics  of  the 
"  olden  time,"  wiiich  give  an  interesting  character  to  this  district.  But,  with  the 
fall  of  that  despotism  from  which  they  rose,  these  feudal  mansions  have  been  left  to 
decay,  except  in  a  few  instances  where  the  progress  of  dilapidation  has  been 
arrested  by  the  taste  of  the  proprietor,  and  the  Border  tower  of  his  ancestors 
preserved  as  a  landmark  to  indicate  the  vast  progress  which  has  been  effected  since 
then  in  all  the  departments  of  civilised  life.  Crookdake  Hall,  celebrated  as  the 
residence  of  "the  worthy  warrior,  Adam  of  Crookdake,"  is  now  a  farm-house; 
and  in  the  ver}'  court,  probably,  where  the  knight  and  his  retainers  once  donned 
their  mail  for  the  onslaught,  or  displayed  their  booty  after  a  successful  raid  across 
the  "  marches,"  the  spectator  sees  only  the  homely  instruments  of  domestic  hus- 
bandry, where  the  sword  is  literally  ''  converted  to  a  ploughshare,  and  the  spear  to 
a  pruning-hooL" 


M  A  R  Y  P  O  R  T, 

CUMBEELAND. 

"  Here  Solway's  silver  wave  expands ; 
There  Scotia's  mountains  gleam ; 
Wliile  Sliiddaw's  giant  crest  commands 
Hill,  valley,  laUe,  and  stream." 

MaktpORT  derives  its  name  from  that  of  a  patriotic  lady  in  the  neighbv  ur- 
hood,  the  wife  of  Mr.  Humphry  Senhouse,  of  Netherhall,*  who,  in  1750,  took  a  I 
lively  interest  in  the  place,  and,  with  the  assistance  of  her  family  connexion  and 
the  spirited  inhabitants  of  the  place,  succeeded  in  raising  it  to  the  distinction  of  a 
port  town ;  a  title  to  which  it  has  added  many  additional  claims  within  the  last  ten 
years.  The  original  name  was  Ellenfoot,  so  called  from  its  situation  at  the 
embouchure  of  the  river  Elne  with  the  Sol  way.  It  is  a  chapelry  of  Cross 
Canonby,  or  Crosby — a  parochial  village  about  three  miles  distant ;  in  the  churcli, 
dedicated  to  St.  John,  are  several  ancient  monuments  of  the  Senhouse  family, 
already  mentioned,  one  of  whom,  Richard  Senhouse,  was  bishop  of  Carlisle  in 
1624. 

The  commerce  of  Maryport,  according  to  the  last  report,  is  decidedly  on 
the  increase ;  and  the  many  advantages  it  possesses  for  ship-building  and  refit- 
ting are  more  and  more  appreciated  by  all  trading-vessels  frequenting  this  coast. 
The  exports  consist  principally  of  «oal  for  Scotland  and  Ireland,  which  is  furnished 
in  great  abundance  by  collieries  in  this  district,  and  affords  the  means  of  comfort- 
able subsistence  to  a  hardy  race  of  seamen,  who,  in  the  hour  of  danger,  have  often 
"  done  the  state  some  service."  The  importations  consist  of  timber,  flax,  and  iron, 
from  the  Baltic,  and  various  articles  of  domestic  utility  from  the  opposite  coasts. 
The  herring-fishery  has  hitherto  been  prosecuted  with  great  success ;  upwards  of 
twenty  boats  were  lately  engaged  in  tliis  enterprise.  In  winter,  the  boat-crews  are 
employed  in  the  taking  of  cod-fish,  which  is  here  caught  in  great  abundance,  and 
finds  a  ready  sale  on  the  market-days  of  Tuesday  and  Friday.  The  river  Ellen, 
or   Elne,  affords   no  inconsiderable   supply  of  salmon-trout  during  the   season; 

•  Netherhall,  the  seat  of  Humphry  Senhouse,  Esq.,  contains  a  fine  collection  of  Roman  antiquities, 
found  at  Ellenborough.    It  was  visited,  so  far  back  as  1599,  by  Sir  Robert  Cotton  and  his  friend  Comdea 


MARYPORT,  CUMHERLANn. 

a:id  as  the  daily  steam-vessels  running  between  Carlisle,  the  Scottish  coast,  and 
Liverpool,  generally  touch  at  Maryport  for  tlie  convenience  of  passengers,  there  is 
a  constant  air  of  bustle  and  activity  about  the  pier  that  renders  the  place  very 
agreeable  as  a  sojourn  in  the  summer  months.  The  view  across  the  Frith  is  one  of 
the  finest  on  the  coast,  and  the  inland  scenery  is  proverbially  beautiful.  It  is  only 
six  miles  from  Cockermouth ;  and  is  further  enlivened  by  the  continual  traffic 
along  the  great  tA>ast-road  which  connects  it  with  Carlisle  on  the  east,  and  with 
Workington  and  Whitehaven  on  the  west. 

The  county  of  Cumberland  abounds  in  vestiges  of  Roman  domination,  and  to 
the  eye  of  the  antiquary  presents  a  fertile  field  of  investigation.  Of  all  these, 
however,  the  Roman  wall  is  the  most  remarkable.  It  was  built  by  the  Emperor 
Adrian  early  in  the  second  century,  as  a  barrier  against  the  Caledonians,  and  ex- 
tended across  the  whole  island  from  sea  to  sea.  Its  length  was  one  hundred  miles, 
and  its  breadth  six  feet,  by  twelve  in  height.  In  its  course  it  had  twenty-five 
strong  castles,  planted  at  regular  distances ;  the  foundations  of  which,  as  well  as  of 
the  wall  itself,  can  still  be  traced,  and  in  some  places  present  a  solid  mass  of 
several  feet  above  the  ground.  Besides  these  there  are  also  Roman,  Danish,  or 
Saxon  encampments,  in  various  parts  of  the  county,  as  well  as  ancient  Roman  and 
British  causeways,  and  several  remains  of  Druidical  circles. 

The  great  store  of  antiquarian  treasure  lies,  however,  at  a  short  walk  from 
Maryport,  where  the  Romans  have  left  abundant  proofs  of  their  long  sojourn  on  the 
banks  of  the  Solway.  The  character  of  the  present  work,  however,  does  not 
permit  our  enlarging  on  this  subject ;  but  to  all  those  who  visit  AUonby  or  Mary- 
port during  the  summer,  and  have  a  taste  for  antiquarian  lore,  the  scene  thus 
briefly  adverted  to  will  famish  a.  BOtirce  of  many  classical  reminiscences. 


N. 
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The  subject  of  our  engraving  is  a  ecene  but  too  often  visible  on  our  coasts, 
and  by  no  means  peculiar  to  Maryport.  The  storm  is  evidently  exhausting  its 
fury  upon  the  Pier  and  Lighthouse  in  vain,  they  are  destined  to  sustain  the  shock 
of  many  such  rude  assaults,  and  to  afford  that  shelter  and  warning  to  mariners  so 
requisite  in  the  hour  of  Ocean's  rage.  The  coast  of  Cumberland  is  at  all  times  of 
the  year  rough  and  inhospitable  to  the  sailor ;  but  at  the  equinoxes,  especially  the 
autumnal  one,  its  dangers  are  more  imminent;  and  the  trading  vessels  in  the 
Solway  Frith  and  Irish  Channel,  are  exposed  to  serious  risk.  Owing  to  the 
numerous  shoals  and  sand-banks  lying  at  various  points,  the  navigation  is  at 
all  times  intricate ;  and  even  to  those  best  acquainted  with  its  peculiarities,  the 
passage  from  Ireland  is  frequently  attended  with  greater  hazard  than  many  longer 
voyages. 

The  Town  of  Maryport  is  the  subject  of  another  view,  and  in  the  notice 
accompanying  it  will  be  found  such  particulars  as  we  could  glean  in  connection 
with  this  small  but  busthng  port.  The  Pier  itself,  though  well  adapted  for  the 
purposes  of  illustration,  is  not  a  subject  upon  which  we  can  profitably  occupy 
the  reader's  attention  ;  we  shall,  therefore,  avail  ourselves  of  the  opportunity  thus 
afforded  us  to  say  a  few  words  upon  one  of  the  finest  of  the  English  lakes,  situated 
within  a  few  miles  of  Maryport,  and  a  visit  to  which  is  a  favourite  excursion  with 
its  inhabitants  and  visitors.  It  is  to  the  far-famed  Derwent  Water  that  we  allude. 
It  occupies  a  beautiful  valley,  surrounded  by  romantic  mountains,  its  shores  and 
islands,  covered  with  luxurious  wood,  and  towards  Keswick  its  northern  extremity 
opening  to  a  spacious  and  fertile  plain.  The  mountains  on  the  eastern  side  of  the 
lake  are  finely  broken,  in  some  places  presenting  precipices  mingled  with  copse- 
wood  and  verdure  ;  the  chasms  of  the  rocks  discharging  a  great  many  streams  in 
beautiful  falls.  The  mountains  on  the  western  side  of  Derwent  Water  are  more 
regular  in  their  forms,  generally  verdant,  and  adorned  with  a  profusion  of  wood 
near  the  water's  edge.  At  the  southern  extremity  of  the  lake,  three  miles  from 
the  town,  is  Lowdore  waterfall,  the  height  of  which  is  said  to  be  not  less  than  200 
feet.  It  is  a  very  considerable  stream,  rushing  through  an  immense  chasm,  and 
bounding  over  huge  blocks  of  stone,  with  which  the  channel  is  filled.     Near  the 
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fall  is  Gowdar  Crag  and  Sheplierd's  Crag,  constituting  one  of  the  finest  Bcenos 
amongst  the  lakes. 

The  manor  of  Derwentwater  belonged  to  a  family  which  derived  their  name 
from  it.  In  the  reign  of  Henry  VI.,  the  heiress  of  Sir  John  de  Derwentwater 
married  Sir  Nicholas  RadclifFe,  of  Dilston,  in  Northumberland,  whose  descendant, 
Sir  Francis  RadclifFe,  was  created  by  King  James  II.  Earl  of  Derwentwater,  &c. 
James,  the  second  earl,  having  been  engaged  in  the  rebellion  of  1715,  was  beheaded 
on  Tower-hill ;  and  the  Derwentwater  estates,  becoming  forfeited  to  the  Crown, 
were  granted  to  Greenwich  Hospital,  by  Act  of  Parliament.  Lords'  Island,  in  the 
lake,  was  the  residence  of  the  earls. 

The  beautiful  scenery  of  Derwent  Water,  said  to  be  about  ten  miles  in  circum- 
ference, has  often  been  described.  St.  Herbert's  Island  is  named  from  a  hermitage 
dedicated  to  that  saint.  Vicar's  Island  formerly  belonged  to  Fountain's  Abbey. 
Rampsholra,  a  small  island,  is  covered  with  wood.  The  fish  in  greatest  estimation 
in  the  lake  is  a  sort  of  salmon  trout.  The  celebrated  mountain  Skiddaw,  in  this 
vicinity,  said  to  be  about  3036  feet  in  height,  extends  to  several  townships ;  that 
part  which  is  in  Crossthwaite  parish  is  within  the  townships  of  Under  Skiddaw 
and  Crossthwaite,  and  comprises  the  manor  of  Brundholm.  The  mountain  is 
easy  of  access ;  and,  standing  in  some  measure  detached,  the  view  from  the  summit, 
particularly  to  the  north  and  west,  is  not  intercepted  by  other  mountains :  it  com- 
prehends the  principal  part  of  the  county,  including  the  coast  from  St.  Bees  Head 
to  the  head  of  Solway  Frith,  with  its  several  bays  and  promontories,  the  Isle  of 
Man,  and  a  considerable  portion  of  the  southern  part  of  Scotland.  The  summit 
of  Ingleborough-hill,  in  Yorkshire,  may  be  seen  over  the  range  of  hills  bounding 
the  head  of  Ullswater ;  and  a  glimpse  of  the  sea  near  Lancaster  is  obtained  through 
the  gap  of  Dunmel  Raise.  Derwent  Water  and  Bassenthwaite  lake  are  the  only 
lakes  seen,  and  but  one  of  these  from  the  summit.  The  views  from  the 
neighbouring  mountains  may  exceed  in  grandeur  the  view  from' the  summit  of 
this,  but  in  no  other  ascent  are  the  prospects  equalled,  which  unfold  themselves 
when  overlooking  the  lake  and  vale  of  Keswick,  with  Borrowdalc  and  Newlandd 
mountains. 
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VVTien  Maet  lost  the  Scottish  throne. 
And  saw  the  Stuarts'  sceptre  fell. 
She  fled — but  found  in  Workington 
A  friend  and  hospitable  hall. 

The  town  and  harbour  of  Workington  is  situated  on  the  south  bank  of  the 
Derwent,  near  its  entrance  to  the  Irish  sea;  it  is  about  seven  miles  north  of 
Whitehaven,  and  thirty-four  south  of  Carlisle.  It  is  divided  into  the  upper  and 
lower  towns.  Leiand,  in  his  venerable  Itinerary^  describes  "  Wyrkenton"  as  "  a 
lytle  prety  fyssher-towu ;"  and  in  his  day,  indeed,  most  of  the  maritime  stations  on 
tliis  coast,  which  have  subsequently  risen  into  importance,  were  nothing  more 
than  "  pretty  Kttle  fisher-towns."  It  is  also  noticed  by  Camden  as  distinguished 
for  its  salmon-fishery,  owing  to  its  favourable  position  at  the  mouth  of  the  river 
Derwent,  whose  scenery  holds  so  distinguished  a  place  in  the  poetry  of  the 
Lakes. 

The  public  buildings  of  Workington  are  chiefly  of  modern  date,  and  the 
houses  disposed  into  two  clusters  in  that  called  the  Upper  town.  In  the  area  of 
the  new  square  is  the  corn-market,  and  at  a  short  distance  are  the  assembly 
rooms  and  theatre,  both  of  which,  though  small,  are  by  no  means  destitute  of 
taste  and  elegance.  It  has  a  weekly  market  on  Wednesday  for  corn,  and  on 
Wednesday  and  Saturday  for  butchers'  meat  The  church  of  St.  ^Michael, 
forming  a  prominent  object  in  the  centre  of  the  Engraving,  is  a  rectory  in  the 
patronage  of  the  Curwen  family,  and  contains  a  monument  of  Sir  Patrick  Curwen, 
Bart.,  who  died  in  1661.  The  chief  source  of  industry  here,  as  at  Wldtehaven 
and  other  towps  of  the  coast,  is  the  coal-mines,  which,  in  the  vicinity  of  Work- 
ington, amount  to  sixteen  or  upwards,  with  a  depth  of  from  forty  to  ninety 
fathoms.  The  coal  lies  in  bauds  or  seams,  divided  from  each  other  by  inter- 
mediate strata.  Of  these  the  uppermost  is  generally  tluuc  feet  thick,  the  second 
four,  and  the  third,  or  lowest,  from  ten  to  twelve  feet.  The  extraneous  matter 
that  separates  the  former  varies  considerably ;  but  the  covering  of  the  main  coal 
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is  of  the  finest  white  freestone,  ahout  twenty  yards  thick.  When  the  "new 
seam,"  as  it  was  then  called,  was  first  discovered  at  Chapel-bank,  the  event  waa 
celebrated  by  the  late  proprietor,  Mr.  Curwen,  by  a  splendid  festival,  and  a  vast 
concourse  of  the  inhabitants  and  neighbours  assembled  to  drink  success  to  the 
"  black  diamond." 

The  quantity  of  coal  shipped  from  this  port,  per  week,  amounted  latterly  to 
two  thousand  tons  or  upwards,  and  the  raising  of  which,  with  the  aid  of  several 
steam-engines,  afford  employment  to  between  six  and  seven  hundred  workmen. 
The  agricultural  society  of  Workington  has  contributed  much  to  the  improvement 
of  the  county,  and  owes  its  origin  to  the  spirited  and  indefatigable  example  of  the 
late  proprietor  of  these  mines.  A  staith  or  loading  stage  for  colher  vessels  is  seen 
on  the  right  hand  of  the  illustration.  It  is  an  object  more  valuable  for  its  utility 
than  for  any  beauty  in  an  artistic  point  of  view ;  but  It  is  a  distinguishing  charac- 
teristic of  all  the  ports  engaged  in  the  coal-trade,  and,  wherever  it  can  be  rendered 
available,  reduces  the  expenses  of  the  coal-owner,  by  obviating  the  necessity  for 
keels  or  lighters. 

The  mansion  of  the  Curwen  family — or  hall,  as  it  is  more  generally  designated 
—was  formerly  a  castle  of  great  strength;  and,  notwithstanding  the  numerous 
alterations  it  has  undergone  since  the  feudal  epoch,  still  presents  a  noble  and 
imposing  feature  in  the  landscape.  In  this  hospitable  fortalice  Queen  Mary 
was  received  and  entertained  by  its  generous  owner,  the  ancestor  of  the  present 
3Ir.  Curwen,  till  the  royal  pleasure  of  Elizabeth  could  be  ascertained  as  to  her 
future  disposal.  The  chamber  in  which  she  slept  is  still  a  recording  testimony  of 
the  fact,  and  retains  the  name  of  the  "  Queen's  chamber,"  where  we  may  well 
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"  Uneasy  lay  the  head  tliat  wore  a  crown." 

The  mountains  of  Cumberland — some  of  which  form  the  background  in  the 
present  view — are  exceedingly  numerous,  lofty,  and  of  striking  conformation. 
Around  the  lakes  they  are  often  finely  grouped,  generally  clothed  with  copse- 
wood:  here  pastoral,  and  dotted  with  flocks;  and  there  rugged,  precipitous,  and 
hewn  into  deep  ravines  by  those  thundering  torrents  which  convey  their  foaming 
tribute  to  the  lakes.  Every  mountain  in  Cumberland  has  its  name  celebrated  lu 
poetry — every  lake  has  been  the  subject  of  some  msplred  lyric ;  and  such  was  the 
favour  in  which  the  charming  scenery  of  this  county  was  held  by  several  of  the 
master-spirits  of  the  age,  that  the  lakes  of  Cumberland  and  the  adjoining  county 
were  adopted  as  their  residence,  and  from  their  banks  the  strains  of  Words- 
worth and  Southey  were  welcomed  as  the  genuine  emanations  of  inspired  minds. 
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"  The  town  beneath,  the  sea  before  thee ; 
Fruitful  groves  and  flow'ry  dells ; 
Rocks  and  headlands  tow'ring  o'er  thee, 
All  behind  thee — lakes  and  fells ! 

"  Look  around  thee,  gentle  stranger. 

On  harvest  fields  and  pastures  green ; — 
In  lands  where  thou  hast  been  a  ranger. 
Fairer  hast  thou  ever  seen !" 

The  town  of  Whitehaven  may  be  considered  as  a  national  monument  to  the 
creative  influenqe  of  trade.  Favoured  by  the  geological  character  of  its  soil,  and 
fostered  by  native  industry,  it  has  risen  in  the  comparatively  brief  interval  of 
a  hundred  and  eighty  years,  to  a  position  of  eminence  among  the  minor  ports  and 
harbours  of  Great  Britain.  What  in  the  middle  of  the  seventeenth  century  con- 
sisted, according  to  written  testimony,  of  only  six  fishermen's  huts  and  one  small 
bark,  is  now  a  flourishing  town,  enlivened  by  trade  and  commerce,  with  a  com- 
modious harbour,  extensive  shipping,  and  enterprising  merchants. 

The  bay  on  which  the  town  of  Whitehaven  is  erected  is  so  deeply  seated, 
that  the  adjacent  shore,  rising  like  the  grades  of  a  magnificent  amphitheatre, 
appears  to  enclose  it  on  every  side.  In  approaching  it  from  the  north,  the 
stranger  is  uniformly  struck  with  its  sheltered  position,  and  from  the  heights 
looks  down  upon  it  as  on  a  map  spread  at  his  feet.  From  the  south  the 
view  is  particularly  beautifU.  The  town  is  well  built,  the  streets  wide  and 
enlivened  with  well-furnished  shops,  and  inhabited  by  a  cheerful  and  thriving 
population.  Like  Longtown,  on  the  Border,  Whitehaven  is  built  after  a  correct 
plan ;  the  streets  cross  each  other  at  right  angles,  presenting  much  architectural 
regularity,  and  combining  with  the  air  of  internal  comfort  the  outward  signs  of 
taste  and  elegance.  The  public  improvements  continue  to  advance  in  proportion  to 
the  extent  of  commercial  intercourse,  and  to  this,  apparently,  every  succeeding  year 
throws  open  some  new  channel     The  introduction  of  steam-navigation  between  all 
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the  adjacent  as  well  as  opposite  coasts,  has  powerfully  contributed  to  stimulate  the 
native  industry  of  the  place,  by  increasing  the  demand  for  coal — its  staple  produce 
— to  which  we  shall  more  particularly  advert  in  our  notice  of  the  harbour. 

The  situation  of  Whitehaven  in  a  narrow  valley,  extending  to  the  village  of  St. 
Bees — a  distance  of  several  miles — unites  with  the  appearance  of  seclusion  much 
of  that  picturesque  beauty  for  which  the  inland  districts  of  the  county  are  so 
justly  celebrated.  St.  Bees'-head  is  a  bold  and  striking  feature,  and  contrasts 
admirably  with  the  softer  scenes  from  which  it  projects,  as  the  most  imposing 
landmark  on  this  part  of  the  Channel. 

The  popidation  of  Whitehaven  has  greatly  increased  within  the  last  ten  years. 
The  neighbouring  villages,  farms,  and  pastures,  all  indicate  progressive  advance- 
ment in  the  several  branches  of  domestic  industry.  The  land  is  highly  cultivated, 
and  in  many  instances  fertile  and  productive ;  while  the  orchards  and  gardens,  by 
the  nature  and  abundance  of  their  produce,  bear  friendly  testimony  to  the  mild- 
ness of  the  climate. 

To  the  Lowther  family,  who  have  a  handsome  castle  here,  Whitehaven  owe» 
its  foundation  as  a  borough,  and  much  of  its  prosperity  as  a  trading  port.  To 
the  munificence  of  its  patrons — and  especially  to  the  Earl  of  Lonsdale,  who  has 
spared  neither  personal  expense  nor  political  influence  to  facilitate  every  object 
which  held  out  the  promise  of  permanent  advantage  to  the  inhabitants,  it  is 
eminently  indebted.  And  in  return,  it  may  be  justly  observed,  that  whatever  the 
patron  has  expended  in  improving  the  town  and  harbour,  the  people  have  repaid 
by  increased  attachment  to  the  interests  of  their  benefactor.  The  inhabitants  of 
Whitehaven  are  noted  for  their  public  spirit,  honourable  conduct  in  trade,  and  for 
that  indefatigable  attention  to  business  which  has  so  happily  distinguished  them 
through  a  long  series  of  years.  It  has  several  schools,  two  weekly  papers,  and  the 
study  of  literature  and  science  is  much  cultivated  and  encouraged  by  the  families 
of  affluence  and  respectability  who  reside  in  the  town  and  vicinity.  Social  and 
hospitable  intercourse,  with  balls,  assemblies,  and  public  fetes,  render  the  stranger's 
residence  at  Whitehaven  extremely  agreeable.  It  offers,  in  general,  all  the 
luxuries  of  a  country  town,  with  few  or  none  of  its  disadvantages ;  and  presents 
at  all  times  the  means  of  prompt  intercourse  with  the  great  commercial  emporium 
of  Liverpool,  the  coasts  of  Scotland,  Ireland,  Wales,  and  the  Isle  of  Man.  Inde- 
pendently of  its  immediate  vicinity  to  the  Lakes,  it  would  be  difficult  to  point  out 
any  situation  in  the  northern  counties  which  enjoys  so  many  attractions  in  regard 
to  situation,  scenery,  and  society,  as  the  picturesque  and  prosperous  town  of  White- 
haven. 


WHITEHAVEN  HARBOUR. 


In  another  article  we  have  given  some  descriptive  particulars  of  the  town  of 
Whitehaven  and  its  vicinityj  and  have  therefore  in  the  present  instance  to  confine 
our  attention  to  the  harbour,  an  excellent  view  of  which  forms  the  subject  of  our 
encrraving. 

We  have  previously  stated  that  Wliitehaven  is  mainly  indebted  to  the  Lowther 
family  for  its  rise  and  progress  as  a  trading  port.  By  Sir  John  Lowther,  an 
ancestor  of  this  house,  the  lands  of  the  dissolved  monastery  of  St.  Bees  were  pur- 
chased for  his  second  son.  Sir  Christopher,  early  in  the  reign  of  Charles  the  First ; 
and,  as  the  use  of  coals  first  became  general  at  this  period,  the  new  proprietor 
determined  on  improving  his  estate  by  opening  a  colliery.  In  this,  however,  little 
progress  was  made  till  after  the  Restoration,  when  Sir  John  Lowther,  his  successorj 
formed  a  plan  for  working  the  mines  on  a  very  extensive  scale,  and  with  this  view 
obtained  considerable  grants  of  unappropriated  land  in  the  district,  which  was 
secured  to  him  in  1666.  Two  years  later  he  obtained  a  further  accession  of  pro- 
perty, including  a  parliamentary  gift  of  the  whole  sea-coast  for  two  miles  north- 
ward, between  high  and  low  water-mark.  He  next  turned  his  attention  to  the 
port,  which  was  neither  large  nor  convenient,  and  by  his  judicious  schemes  laid 
the  foundation  of  the  present  haven.  Since  that  important  epoch  it  has  been 
greatly  and  gradually  improved,  particularly  since  an  act  of  parUament  was 
obtained  to  finish  the  original  plan,  and  to  keep  it  in  repair,  by  a  moderate  tonnage 
on  shipping.  In  its  present  form  it  is  protected  and  strengthened  by  several  piers, 
or  moles,  of  compact  stonework,  three  of  which  project  in  parallel  lines  from  the 
land ;  a  fourth,  bending  in  the  form  of  a  crescent,  has  a  watchhouse  and  battery, 
with  a  handsome  lighthouse  at  its  extremity.  At  low  water,  the  port  is  nearly 
dry,  so  that  the  shipping  within  the  moles  lie  as  if  in  dry  docks. 

Adjoining  the  harbour,  on  the  west  side  of  the  town,  is  the  coa\.-staith,  or 
magazine,  where  coal  for  exportation  is  deposited  to  the  amount  of  several 
thousand  waggon-loads.  Eight  or  ten,  and  occasionally  twelve,  vessels,  each 
carrying  a  hundred  tons  and  upwards,  are  commonly  loaded  at  one  tide,  at  an 
expense  of  only  ten  shillings  each,  so  great  are  the  facilities  contrived  for  this 
purpose.     The  method  is  this :  the  greatest  part  of  the  road  from  the  pit  runs 
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along  an  inclined  plain,  on  whicli  arc  railways  communicating  with  covered 
galleries,  which  terminate  in  large  flues,  or  hurries,  placed  sloping  over  the  quay. 
When  loaded,  the  waggons  run  by  their  own  weight  from  the  pit  to  the  magazine, 
where,  their  bottoms  being  struck  out,  the  coals  are  dropped  into  the  hurries,  and 
thence  with  a  noise  like  thunder  descend  Into  the  holds  of  the  vessels. 

Whitehaven  forms  one  of  a  chain  of  ports  on  the  north-western  coast  of 
Enn-land,  which  owe  their  commercial  importance  to  the  demand  for  coals.  This 
branch  of  trade  has  long  been  famous  as  a  nursery  of  hardy  and  intelligent  seamen, 
and  the  naval  service  of  the  country  has,  in  times  of  war,  been  chiefly  indebted  to 
the  numerous  body  of  men  who  have,  either  voluntarily  or  by  compulsion, 
exchanged  their  services  from  the  humble  collier  to  a  more  distinguished,  though 
less  lucrative,  position  on  the  deck  of  a  llne-of-battle  ship.  Years  have  now 
passed  since  there  has  been  any  occasion  to  disturb  the  arrangements  of  our  com- 
mercial marine  for  this  purpose  ;  and  it  is  to  be  fervently  hoped  that  the  advancing 
civilisation  of  the  age  will  preclude  the  re-enactment  of  such  scenes  of  misery  and 
crime  as  must  ever  accompany  the  system  of  impressment  and  forced  service. 

Most  of  the  coal  exported  from  this  haven  is  conveyed  to  Ireland;  and  the 
annual  quantity  raised,  on  an  average  of  twenty  years,  was  formerly  under 
100,000  chaldrons ;  but  of  late  years  the  export  trade  in  this  department  is 
understood  to  have  greatly  increased.  In  the  Whitehaven  coal-mines  there  have 
hai)pened  from  time  to  titue  lamentable  catastrophes  by  the  explosion  of  foul  Jiir, 
attended  by  great  sacrifice  of  life.  It  is  painful  to  reflect,  that,  with  all  the  means 
which,  in  this  scientific  and  inventive  age,  have  been  recommended  and  adopted, 
no  eflTectual  plan  has  hitherto  been  devised  ibr  the  Drevention  of  these  sad  and 
appaUIng  accidents. 
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"  CTest-li  qu'amante  du  d&ert, 
La  rai5ditation  avec  plaisir  se  perd 
Sous  ces  portiques  saints." 

DELnXK. 


The  village  of  St.  Bees  is  a  place  of  great  antiquity,  and  holds  a  distinguisTied 
place  among  the  theological  seminaries  of  the  kingdom,  owing  to  the  liigh  repu- 
tation of  the  late  Dr.  Ainger,  and  his  able  and  distinguished  successor,  the  Rev. 
AV.  Buddicom,  principal  of  the  college.  The  chapel,  which  is  biiilt  of  freestone, 
is  part  of  an  ancient  church  lielonging  to  a  monastery,  foimded  here  by  St.  Bega,  a 
holy  woman  of  the  seventh  century.  The  form  of  the  building  is  that  of  a  cross. 
The  western  portion,  or  nave,  is  now  fitted  up  as  the  parish  church,  the  great  door 
of  which  is  ornamented  with  grotesque  heads,  chevron  mouldings,  and  other  orna- 
mental work  in  the  ancient  ecclesiastical  style.  It  formerly  contained  a  large 
wooden  statue  of  Antliony,  the  last  Lord  Lucy  of  Egremont. 

The  original  building  having  been  destroyed  by  the  Danes,  William,  son  of 
Ealph  de  Meschines,  Earl  of  Cumberland,  undertook  its  restoration  in  the  reign  of 
Henry  the  First,  and  made  it  a  cell  for  the  prior  and  six  Benedictine  monks  to 
the  Abbey  of  St.  ]\Iary,  at  York.  It  was  endowed,  at  the  dissolution  of  monas- 
teries and  religious  houses,  with  a  hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  and  granted  by 
Edward  the  Sixth,  along  with  the  manor,  rectory,  and  other  estates,  to  Sir 
Thomas  Challoner;  but  afterwards  revoked,  and  given  by  Queen  Mary  to  the 
Bishop  of  Chester  and  his  successors. 

The  eastern  part  of  the  abbey,  built  in  the  thirteenth  century,  was  fitted  up 
about  twenty-four  years  ago  as  a  college,  containing  a  public  hall  and  lecture-room 
for  the  students,  the  end  of  the  ancient  cross-aisle  being  converted  into  a  library, 
with  an  excellent  collection  of  approved  works  on  divinity.  This  valuable  insti- 
tution was  commenced  imder  the  auspices  of  the  late  Bishop  of  Chester,  Dr. 
Law.  Its  object  is  to  afford  such  young  men  of  the  northern  provinces  as  have 
not  the  opportunity  of  prosecuting  their  studies  at  Oxford  or  Cambridge,  the 
means  of  fitting  themselves  for  entering  mto  holy  orders  ;  and  the  success  which 
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has  already  attended  tills  pious  and  patriotic  measure  has  been  highly  gratifying. 
Previous  to  admission,  it  is  expected  that  every  candidate  shall  furnish  evidence  of 
his  havinf^  received  a  classical  school-education,  with  testimonials  of  moral  charac- 
ter ;  and,  after  two  years'  study,  he  is  entitled  to  be  received  on  trial  for  ordination. 
A  gentleman  who  lately  studied  here,  and  who  is  now  a  most  efficient  and  zealous 
minister  of  the  Church,  speaks  in  very  favourable  terms  of  the  judicious  arrange- 
ment which  has  latterly  marked  the  theological  course  at  St.  Bees;  and  improve- 
ments still  more  decided,  it  appears,  are  in  contemplation  under  its  present 
administration. 

Edmund  Grindall,  Arclibishop  of  Canterbury,  was  a  native  of  Hcnsingham, 
in  this  parish;  and,  in  1583,  obtained  letters-patent  for  the  foundation  of  a  freff 
o-rammar-school  at  St.  Bees,  in  which  gratuitous  instruction  in  the  classics  was 
provided  for  a  hundred  boys.  This  institution  is  under  the  management  of  a 
corporation  of  seven  governors,  two  of  whom  are  the  provost  of  Queen's  College, 
Oxford,  and  the  rectcfr  of  Egremont. 

It  has  produced  several  learned  characters,  among  whom  was  the  pious  Dr. 
Hall,*  bishop  of  Norwich,  whose  eventful  life  is  familiar  to  every  reader  of  eccle- 
siastical history.  Much  of  the  prosperity  of  the  village  of  St.  Bees  depends  on  the 
lodgings  which  it  supplies  to  the  students  during  term. 

The  parish  of  St.  Bees  is  of  great  extent ;  and,  judging  from  the  ruins  still 
observable,  must  have  been  fortified  by  the  Romans  at  all  the  convenient  landing- 
places  along  the  shore,  which  here,  and  particularly  to  the  northward,  presents 
many  vestiges  of  their  military  occupation.  The  village  stands  on  the  margin  of 
the  bay  formed  by  the  southern  jiromontory  of  St.  Bees'-head. 

•  Dr.  Hall  was  born  in  1574,  and,  in  )C2-1,  refused  the  see  of  Gloucester ;  but  three  years  afterwards 
accepted  that  of  Exeter,  from  which  he  was  translated,  in  1(;41,  to  that  of  Norwich.  A  few  years  sub- 
sequent to  this  event  he  was  sent  to  the  tower,  with  twelve  other  prelates,  for  protesting  against  any 
laws  passed  in  Parhament  during  their  forced  absence  from  the  House.  In  June  of  the  following  year 
he  obtained  his  release  ;  but  shortly  after  suffered  much  persecution  from  the  I'uritans,  who  plundered 
his  house  and  despoiled  the  cathedral.  His  private  estate  was  also  sequestered;  and  thus  in  his  old  age 
he  was  reduced  to  poverty,  which  he  bore  with  great  fortitude,  and  continued  to  preach  as  long  as  his 
health  permitted  He  was  author  of  the  well-known  Meditations,  was  a  poet  of  considerable  genius, 
and  with  great  wit  and  learning  united  ^  spirit  of  true  meekness  and  piety.  His  works  have  gained  for 
bim  the  appellation  of  "  the  Christian  Seneca."     He  died  in  1656. 
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"  When  tempests  rage,  and  nights  are  long  and  dark. 
The  '  Light  of  Barath '  guides  the  w-ilder'd  bark." 

This  lofty  headland,  anciently  known  as  the  "  ClifFof  Barath,"  is  a  couspicuoua 
object  to  vessels  in  the  north-east  part  of  the  Irish  channel — bold,  abnipt,  and 
precipitous  towards  the  sea ;  but  presenting,  as  it  slopes  inland,  a  fine  undulating 
and  pastoral  mass  of  verdure,  through  which,  at  intervals,  projecting  fragments  of 
rock  discover  its  geological  character.  The  succession  of  deeply  indented  and 
rugged  precipices  which  it  presents  seaward,  is  singularly  wild  and  picturesque; 
and  during  gales  from  the  southward  the  scene  is  one  of  the  most  sublime  that  can 
be  conceived. 

The  Hghthouse  which  occupies  the  summit,  was  first  erected  in  1718,  with  a 
fixed  light  at  an  elevation  of  three  hundred  and  thirty-three  feet  above  high  water, 
which  in  clear  weather  is  visible  at  a  distance  of  twenty  miles.  But  in  January, 
1823,  a  new  light,  consisting  of  nine  refiectors,  was  first  exhibited,  which  has  doubt- 
less been  the  means  of  rescuing  from  destruction  many  lives  and  much  valuable 
property. 

The  view  from  the  summit  of  this  cliff  is  particularly  striking — embracing  aU 
the  bolder  features  of  the  Scottish  shore — the  Isle  of  Man,  and  an  expanse  of  sea 
which,  however  the  wind  may  blow,  is  always  enlivened  with  shipping.  Besides 
the  exportation  of  coal,  which  is  immense,  there  are  several  vessels  employed  in  the 
exportation  of  lime,  freestone,  alabaster,  and  grain,  and  in  the  importation  of  West 
Indian,  American,  and  Baltic  produce,  flax  and  linen  from  Ireland,  and  pig-iron 
from  Wales. 

The  parish  of  St.  Bees,  is  very  e.xtensive,  and  includes  some  picturesque 
mountain  scenery,  among  which  may  be  enumerated  the  views  from  those  pecu- 
liarly named  hills  Hard-knot,  W^ry-nose,  and  Scafell.  The  highest  point  of 
this  range,  Scafell,  is  three  thousand  one  hundred  and  sixty  feet  above  the  level 
of  the  sea,  at  this  height  very  little  vegetation  is  met  with  ;  huge  masses  of  stone 
piled  one  upon  the  other,  in  alternations  of  different  strata,  give  to  the  whole  a  ridged 
or  furrowed  appearance  of  a  singular  character.  The  visitors  to  "  the  Lakes  "  may  here 
gratify  their  taste  for  the  romantic  by  visiting  the  beautiful  valley  of  Buttermere, 
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situated  about  midway  between  St.  Bees  and  Keswick.  Tliis  lake  or  mere,  so  widely 
known  and  so  highly  praised,  is  about  a  mile  and  a  quarter  in  length,  and  nearly 
hall'  a  mile  in  breadth  ;  it  is  connected  by  a  little  stream  with  Crummock  lake,  which 
lias  three  or  four  small  islands,  but  these  are  placed  too  near  the  shore  to  add  much 
to  its  beauty.  The  best  general  views  of  the  lake  are  from  the  Hause,  a  rocky  point 
on  the  eastern  side,  and  from  the  road  between  Scale-hill  and  Lowes- water.  Both 
lakes  are  well  stocked  with  trout  and  char.  Scale  Force,  near  Butterraere,  has  a  fall 
-){  more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet,  and  is  very  nearly  perpendicular,  beside.s 
uniting  its  waters  with  a  small  fall  below :  it  is  said  to  be  the  deepest  in  the  lake 
district.  The  water  is  precipitated  into  a  tremendous  chasm  between  two  mural  rocks 
of  sienite,  beautifully  overhimg  with  trees,  which  have  their  roots  in  the  crevices,  and 
the  sides  are  clad  with  a  profusion  of  plants  which  glitter  in  the  spray  of  the  faU. 
At  Buttermere  is  situated  the  Sour  Milk  Gill,  a  waterfall  so  termed  from  the  frothy 
whiteness  of  its  surface,  which  has  been  supposed  to  resemble  butter-milk  fresh  from 
the  churn.  Tlie  temptntion  to  indulge  In  reminiscences  of  the  innumerable  views 
of  interest  with  which  this  vicinity  abounds,  has  led  us  to  ramble  far  from  the  de- 
scription of  the  promontory  which  forms  our  subject ;  but  this  is  less  to  be  regretted 
as  it  has  afforded  us  an  opportunity  of  calling  the  reader's  attention  to  a  country  that 
yields  to  none  in  the  United  Kingdom  in  point  of  natural  beauties,  and  which  is 
every  succeeding  year  becoming  a  more  ia*nJOE.abi«  r»38o;t. 
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FLEET  WOOD-OX-WYRE, 

LANCASHIRE. 

"  The  day  shall  come  when  Fleetwood's  port  shall  be 
The  favour'd  Harbour  of  the  great  and  free  ; 
Hither,  when  vex'd  with  boist'rous  wave  and  wind, 
The  struggling  mast  a  safe  retreat  shall  find  ; 
Here,  from  the  sunny  land  of  conch  and  pearl, 
The  stately  bark  her  weary  sail  shall  furl." 

F/eetuood:  A  Poem. 

TiiE  name  of  Fleetwood,  is  associated,  prospectively,  with  the  first  commercia! 
ports  of  the  kingdom.  The  illustration  prefixed  sufficiently  indicates  the  use  to 
which  it  is  applied ;  but  the  rapidly  increasing  importance  of  this  new  maritime 
station  is  entitled  to  a  more  particular  notice  than  the  detached  "  scene  "  would 
appear  to  demand.  Situated  at  the  entrance  to  Morecombe  Bay,  on  the  river 
Wyre,  the  creat  natural  advantages  which  it  presents  are  hardly  to  be  surpassed : 
and  from  the  liberal  spirit  with  wiiich  the  operations  are  carried  on,  Fleetwood 
must  shortly  become  one  of  the  most  frequented  sea-ports  on  the  British  coast ; 
combining,  at  the  same  time,  all  the  recommendations  of  a  commercial  town,  and  a 
delightful  watering-place.  With  Preston,  from  which  it  is  distant  only  eighteen 
miles,  it  is  connected  by  means  of  the  railway  through  Poulton  and  Kirkham. 

The  limits  of  the  Port  of  Fleetwood,  as  determined  by  the  Commissioners 
from  the  Court  of  Exchequer,  are  to  "  commence  at  a  run  of  water  called  the 
Hundred-End,  about  two  miles  to  the  west  of  Hesketh-Bank,  continuing  up  to 
Preston ;  thence  along  the  coast,  on  the  north  side  of  the  river,  to  Lytham ;  round 
the  coast  to  Blackpool,  and  on  to  Fleetwood ;  thence  to  the  river  Broadfleet,  four 
miles  from  Sea-Dyke,  including  both  sides  of  the  Wyre,  and  the  river  Broadfleet." 

The  Commissioners  appointed  by  Government  to  investigate  the  most  eligible 
routes  by  railway,  to  facilitate  communication  between  London,  Ireland,  and 
Scotland,  reported  that  the  harbour  at  Fleetwood — which  by  the  Preston  and 
Wyre  Railway  is  put  in  commimication  with  London — appears  to  them  Ukely  to 
form  a  good  point  of  departure  for  the  north  of  Ireland  and  the  west  of  Scotland, 
Since  this  report  was  published    experiment  has  fully  justified  the  opinion  thus 
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expressed.  The  capabilities  of  Fleetwood  as  a  commercial  port  are  of  the  first 
order;  and  the  plans  to  render  it  such  can  be  executed  at  a  comparatively  small 
expense.  Its  fine  spacious  harbour,  extensive  dock,  cheap  port-dues  and  dock- 
charges,  cannot  fail  to  attract  a  large  share  of  the  American  cotton,  timber,  and 
other  foreign  trade ;  while  the  great  recommendation  of  low  charges  induce  the 
regular  Belfast  and  Glasgow  steam-vessels  to  frequent  tlie  port.  There  is  a 
custom-house,  with  bonded  warehouses  lor  all  ordinary  merchandise,  except  East 
India  goods  and  tobacco — unless  removed  coustwise  for  home  use  and  ship's  stores. 
In  a  very  advantageous  situation  seaward,  a  very  elegant  and  finely  contrived 
light-house  has  been  erected ;  and,  in  pursuance  of  the  comprehensive  schemes  of 
Sir  Hesketh  Fleetwood,  Bart.,  M.P.,  proprietor  of  the  harbour,  numerous  build- 
ings have  sprung  up  in  all  directions,  and  upon  ground  which  recently  consisted 
of  only  a  warren  for  rabbits.  Among  these  buildings  are  a  handsome  church,  and 
a  large  and  beautiful  hotel,  the  centre  of  which  has  seventy  feet  of  frontage, 
besides  two  spacious  wings  of  ninety  feet  each  ;  the  whole  forming  one  splendid 
edifice  of  two  hundted  anil  ninety  feet  in  length,  and  commanding  an  extent  of 
marine  sijenery  not  to  t>«  muf  ass^i  in  any  pan  oi  tns  Kingdom. 
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In  referring  to  this  watering-place  for  a  second  time  we  feel  some  difficulty ; 
not  that  we  have  said  all  that  can  be  put  forth  in  connexion  with  its  claims  to  the 
patronage  of  the  health-seeking  and  pleasure-loving  population  of  Lancashire  and 
the  surrounding  counties,  but  because  our  desire  has  been  to  introduce,  wherever 
possible,  some  historical  notice  of  the  places  which  form  the  subject  of  our  artist's 
pencil,  especially  where,  as  in  the  present  instance,  more  than  one  illustration  has 
been  given  of  the  same  town  or  port.  We  must,  however,  confess,  that  of  Black- 
pool, historically  considered,  we  have  nothing  to  record.  Its  chronicles,  if  ever 
it  possessed  any,  have  been  swallowed  up  by  the  encroaching  waves,  which 
have  taken  a  large  portion  of  what  was  once  dry  land  to  augment  their  liquid 
domains. 

About  half-a-mile  from  the  beach,  the  stranger's  attention  is  directed  to  a 
small  rock  in  the  sea,  called  the  "  Pennystone,"  which,  according  to  local  tradition, 
marks  the  place  where  a  public-house  once  stood  on  dry  land.  In  this  stone,  it  is 
added,  were  fixed  iron  hooks,  to  which  travellers  usually  fastened  their  horses' 
bridles  while  they  alighted  to  refresh  themselves  with  "  penny  pots  of  beer," — a 
circumstance  perpetuated  in  the  name  which  it  still  retains. 

At  the  south  end  of  the  town  is  the  now  dilapidated  building  called  Vauxhall, 
where,  in  1715,  the  Chevalier  St.  George  lay  for  some  time  concealed,  while  the 
secret  measures  were  concocting  by  his  adherents  for  a  general  insurrection.  This 
house  belonged  to  the  family  of  the  Tyldesleys,  who  at  that  time,  and  long  pre- 
viously, had  considerable  possessions  in  this  country ;  but  being  faithful  adlierents 
of  the  House  of  Stuart,  they  embraced  the  desperate  cause  of  the  royal  exile  with 
undissembled  zeal.  Sir  Thomas  Tyldesley,  the  head  of  the  family  at  that  moment, 
prepared  this  house  for  the  reception  of  the  royal  adventurer ;  but  this  open  decla- 
ration of  his  attachment  proved  ruinous  to  himself  and  his  descendants.  The  last 
male  heir  joined  the  standard  of  the  Chevalier  in  1745.  One  of  his  ancestors  waa 
slain  at  the  battle  of  Wigan  Lane,  in  that  county,  while  marching  to  the  assistance 
of  Charles  II. ;  a  monument  to  his  memory  was  erected  by  one  of  his  officers  in 
1679.     It  is  still  in  tolerable  preservation,  and  bears  an  appropriate  inscription. 
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Last  of  Blackpool  are  situated  tte  townships  of  Great  and  Little  Marten, 
where  a  subterraneous  forest  has  been  discovered,  by  digging  out  the  timber  from 
which  many  of  the  peasantry  obtain  considerable  sums.  Some  of  the  trees  are 
sound  enough  to  make  agricultural  instruments,  bare  roofs  and  fences,  and  even 
articles  of  ornamental  furniture.  Much  of  the  land  in  this  neighbourhood  has 
been  reclaimed  from  a  state  of  marsh;  and  there  are  still  remaining,  within  a  few 
miles,  a  Moss  comprising  several  thousand  acres — so  extensive,  indeed,  as  to  have 
passed  into  a  local  aphorism,  "  As  inexhaustible  as  PilUng  Moss,"  being  an 
ordinary  mode  of  expressing  anything  that  is  supposed  to  be  without  limit.  This 
moss  is  reported  to  have,  as  lately  as  1745,  altered  considerably  in  its  level,  and, 
by  a  movement  to  the  south,  to  have  destroyed  one  hundred  acres  of  improved 
land.  It  affords  a  large  supply  of  fuel  for  the  district,  and  seems  likely  to  continue 
to  do  so  for  generations  to  come. 

The  Httle  watering-place,  from  which  we  have  thus  wandered  away,  owes  its 
name  to  a  pool  of  water  of  more  than  ordinary  darkness  of  colour,  caused  by  the 
decaying  vegetation  of  the  marshes.  It  has  now,  however,  disappeared  under  the 
hand  of  modem  improvement,  and  given  place  to  a  supply  of  water  more  than 
usually  pure,  and  which  is  not  t<>  be  oiteu  iuunU  in  sucn  close  proximity  to  the 
oonrt« 
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ULACKPOOL. 

THE    SANDS. 

"  Southward — old  Cambria's  Alpine  chain 
Cast  their  broad  shadows  o'er  the  plain  ; 
Northward — the  Cambrian  summits  swell 
In  many  a  glittering  pinnacle ; 
In  frout — the  waves,  so  darkly  blue, 
Refresh  the  heart  and  cheer  the  view  ; 
While  further — Mona'a  mountains  swim 
Like  clouds  upon  the  horizon's  rim." 

Blackpool  is  a  favourable  instance  of  that  spirit  of  enterprise  which  is  at  work 
on  almost  every  point  of  the  British  coast,  and  under  the  creative  influence  of  which 
80  many  obscure  or  little-frequented  localities  have  suddenly  risen  into  provincial, 
and  even  national  importance.  Wherever  na,hu-e  had  thrown  out  any  encouraging 
hint,  it  has  been  eagerly  taken  advantage  of  by  the  hand  of  art,  and,  under  the 
guidance  of  taste  and  liberality,  been  turned  into  a  source  of  public  emolument. 
It  is,  comparatively,  only  a  few  years  ago  since  Blackpool  exhibited  in  its  appear- 
ance nothinor  superior  to  that  of  an  inconsiderable  hamlet,  with  few  visitors,  less 
trade,  and  little  opportunity  of  extending  the  sources  of  native  industry.  It  is  now 
a  fashionable  and  well-frequented  watering-place,  deriving  a  certain  annual  revenue 
from  its  visitors,  and  enjoying  a  considerable  share  of  trade,  with  every  reasonable 
prospect  of  a  progressive  increase.  These  are  gratifying  facts  which  abundantly 
prove  the  healthful  vigour  with  which  the  country  is  animated,  and  the  boundless 
resources  wiiich  are  everywhere  thrown  open  to  native  industry  and  talent. 

The  line  of  coast  at  Blackpool  runs  in  a  nearly  straight  direction  for  several 
miles ;  and  the  cliflTs  which  form  the  sea  boundary,  mostly  clay,  rise  to  various 
heights — the  greatest  elevation  above  high-water  mark  being  about  twenty  yards. 
The  sea-bank  is  lined  with  houses  at  considerable  intervals  to  the  extent  of  a  mile 
or  more;  not  grouped  together  as  in  villages,  but  each  occupying  a  position 
independent  of  its  neighbour.  Most  of  those  houses  intended  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of  visitors  have  an  aspect  due  west,  so  as  to  command  an  uninterrupted  marine 
vii^w,  which  at  this  point  presents  a  field  of  interest  of  which  the  mind  and  the  eye 
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are  never  weary.  The  land,  gradually  rising  as  it  recedes  from  the  beach,  acquires 
a  degree  of  elevation  which  excludes  the  eastern  landscape ;  but  for  this  defect  the 
ot/ier  points  of  the  compass  make  ample  amends,  and  present  landscapes  so  varied 
and  extensive  as  can  be  rarely  met  with  on  the  coast  of  Great  Britain.  To  the 
pinithward,  at  the  distance  of  tifty  miles  or  more,  and  gradually  stretching  forward 
till  lost  in  the  horizon,  the  "  Cambrian  Alps  "  present  a  grand  and  imposing  feature, 
connected  with  glimpses  of  Cheshire,  Flint,  Caernarvon,  and  the  Isle  of  Anglesea. 
On  the  north,  the  promontory  of  Furness,  the  mountainous  features  of  Westmore- 
land, Cumberland,  and  the  craggy  summits  of  Lancashire,  give  a  bold  transition  to 
the  picture ;  while  in  front  the  dimly-visioned  Mona  finishes  the  panorama,  and 
conjures  up  many  a  slumbering  image  and  recollection  of  the  past. 

Tlie  sea  on  this  point  of  the  coast  retreats  nearly  half  a  mile  at  ebb-tide,  so  that 
an  ample  space  of  nearly  twenty  miles,  on  a  bed  of  hard  sand,  is  left  for  the  enjoy- 
ment of  pedestrian,  horse,  and  carriage  exercise.  These,  indeed,  are  the  principal 
out-door  resources  during  the  fine  season,  and,  with  the  additional  luxury  of  a 
salubrious  and  bracing  atmosphere,  produce  a  highly  invigorating  effect  upon  the 
constitution  of  invalids, — particularly  dyspeptics,  who  derive  great  and  almost 
uniform  benefit  from  this  new  and  salutary  mode  of  life.  The  air  of  Blackpool  is 
proverbial  for  its  salubrious  quality ;  the  best  evidence  of  which  is  afforded  by  the 
patriarchal  age  ol  mauy  of  its  inhabitants. 
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"  All  places  that  the  eye  of  Heaven  visits 
Are  to  the  wise  man  ports  and  happy  havens." 

Shakespeaeb. 

LrTHAii  is  another  of  those  delightful  watering-places  to  wliich,  in  our  brief 
survey  of  the  Lancashire  coast,  we  have  so  often  had  occasion  to  refer.  There  is 
not  a  bay,  indeed,  along  the  whole  line  of  sand  which  forms  our  ocean  frontier  on 
the  west,  but  offers  some  pleasing  summer  retreat,  wliere  the  invalid  may  repair 
his  constitution,  and  return  with  renovated  strength  to  the  active  duties  of  life. 

Lytham  is  about  twelve  miles  west  from  Preston,  and  offers  every  accommo- 
dation to  visitors  which  is  either  usual  or  desirable  in  sea-bathing  quarters.  The 
town  is  cheerful,  well-built,  containing  about  fifteen  hundred  inhabitants,  and  is 
a  place  of  considerable  antiquity.  It  was  here,  that  in  the  reign  of  Richard  the 
First,  Baron  Fitz-Roger  founded,  in  honour  of  the  Virgin  Mary  and  St.  Cutlibert, 
a  cell  of  Benedictine  monks ;  the  annual  revenues  of  which,  at  the  dissolution  of 
religious  houses,  amounted  to  fifty-four  pounds^ — equal  in  the  present  day  to  at 
least  three  hundred  and  twenty  pounds.  The  site  of  this  ancient  cell  was  shortly 
after  granted  by  Parhament  to  Sir  Thomas  Holcroft.  Lytham  Hall,  the  seat  of 
John  Clifton,  Esq.,  is  an  object  of  considerable  interest  in  the  neighbourhood, 
and  famihar  to  all  who  have  ever  Ustened  to  the  "  Lass  of  Lytham  Hall."* 

The  country  around  Lytham  abounds  in  fine  drives ;  and,  independently  of 
the  minor  points,  which  cannot  fail  to  engage  the  attention  of  visitors,  the  ancient 
town  of  Preston  wiU  offer  a  full  day's  entertainment  to  all  who  are  curious  in 
historical  sites.     The  lordship  of  Preston  was  granted  by  Richard  the  First  to 

•  "  I've  climb'd  the  Alps, — I've  cross'd  the  seas, 

And  travers'd  many  a  land. 
Where  summer  smiles  on  spicy  isles, 

And  coral  decks  the  strand : 
But  the  fairest  spot  that  Earth  can  boast. 

Is  here,  by  the  blue  sea-wall, 
And  the  fairest  maid  on  her  native  coast 

1*  the  Lass  of  Lytham  Hall,"  &c.  &c 
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TheoLuld  Walter,  seneschal  of  Ireland,  ancestor  of  the  dukes  of  Ormond,  and 
sheriff  of  Lancashire ;  and  by  Edward  the  Third  it  was  constituted  the  chief  seat 
of  the  duchy  and  palatinate  courts.  King  James  the  First  honoured  it  with  a 
visit  in  his  progress  to  Scotland,  in  1617;  and  on  Ribbleton  Moor,  on  the  east  side 
of  the  town,  the  Scottish  forces,  under  the  Duke  of  Hamilton,  sustained  a  serious 
defeat  in  1648 — the  last  operation  of  the  civil  war  in  this  country.  In  1715  the 
Chevalier  de  St.  George  was  proclaimed  at  the  Market-cross,  by  the  title  of  James 
the  Third;  and  in  1745  the  troops,  under  Prince  Charles  Edward,  marched 
tlu'outrh  the  town  to  the  Jacobin  airof  "  The  king  shall  have  his  ain  again."  This 
lively  tune,  however,  as  tlie  reader  knows,  was  changed  into  a  melancholy  dirge  on 
his  return  through  Preston — only  a  fortnight  afterwards.  The  celebrated  Preston 
Guild,  which  is  held  once  in  twenty  years,  is  considered  to  be  one  of  the  most 
splendid  provincial  festivals  in  England.  The  institution  of  this  ancient  and 
unique  pageant  is  five  centuries  old,  the  first  having  taken  place  in  the  reign  of 
Edward  III.  It  commences  on  the  Monday  after  the  day  set  apart  by  the  Church 
in  commemoration  of  the  beheading  of  St.  John  the  Baptist  (the  29th  August),  and 
continues  about  a  fortnight.  By  the  charter  which  renders  the  celebration  neces- 
sary twenty-eight  days  are  allowed  to  all  who  are  disposed  to  renew  their  freedom. 
On  the  first  day  the  different  trades  muster  in  number,  form  processions,  and  attend 
the  mayor  and  corporation  to  church  ;  the  following  day  the  ladies  of  Preston,  with 
the  mayoress,  are  escorted  in  the  like  manner,  and  various  festivities  are  encouraged 
during  the  time.  On  Wednesday  the  races  commence ;  the  race  ground  is  about 
two  miles  distant,  on  Falwood  Moor,  anciently  a  part  of  the  royal  forest  of  the 
same  name.  Preston  Guild  was  celebrated  three  tunes  during  the  reign  of  George 
III.,  an  event  that  never  occurred  in  the  reign  of  any  other  king  of  England, 
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LANCASHIRE. 

There's  Buxton  bath  for  gout  and  spiceii ; 

There's  Cheltenham  for  wealth ; 
There's  Matlock  vale  for  Beauty's  quoea  ; 

And  SouTnpORT  Sands  for  health. 

SoUTHPORT — formerly  South  Hawes — is  about  two  miles  to  the  southwanl 
of  North  Meols,  near  the  estuary  ol'  the  Kibble,  and  opens  upon  a  magnificent 
l)ay.  Its  situation  among  the  dry  sand-hills,  or  meols,  contributes  much  to  the 
salubrity  of  the  place,  and  it  appears  to  gain  in  popularity  as  it  becomes  more 
generally  known. 

This  popular  watering-place  is  of  modern  erection,  as  in  the  year  1809  it  con- 
tained only  eigbty-eiyht  houses,  but  it  no  sooner  obtained  the  patronage  of  the 
wealthy  and  active  merchants  of  Lancashire,  than  it  sprung  up  w  itli  rapid  strides, 
and  those  numerous  appliances  of  luxury  which  its  patrons  know  so  well  how  to 
appreciate  were  produced  in  abundance,  while  the  low,  barren  sand-hills  of  this  part 
of  the  coast  were  soon  covered  with  spacious  hotels,  boarding-houses,  baths,  and 
all  the  essentials  of  a  fashionable  sea-bathing  town.  There  is  no  doubt  but  that 
at  some  period  the  sea  must  have  covered  much  of  what  is  now  dry  land,  as  in  the 
churchyard  of  North  Meols,  sea  shells,  in  considerable  numbers,  are  frequently 
found  when  the  ground  is  opened  for  graves,  to  the  depth  of  five  or  six  feet. 

In  the  vicinity  of  Southport,  and  forming  part  of  the  same  jjarish,  is  Martin 
(or  more  properly  Merton)  Meer,  once  an  extensive  morass.  In  Leland's  time,  it 
waa  four  miles  long  and  two  broad,  and  emptied  itself  into  the  sea.  About  1692, 
Mr.  Fleetwood,  of  Bank  Hall,  commenced  draining  this  meer  by  a  sluice,  shutting 
and  openmg  with  the  tide,  and  died  with  the  idea  that  he  had  completed  the 
work.  When  the  water  was  drained  ofl,  eight  canoes  were  found,  scooped  out  of 
the  trunks  of  trees,  in  the  same  mode  as  they  are  made  among  the  Indians  of  the 
Pacific  at  this  day;  one  of  them  had  plates  of  iron  fixed  upon  it,  and  all  were  con- 
structed probably  before  the  Koman  possession  of  Biitain.  In  1 755,  the  Meer  was 
iigain  inundated  by  a  very  high  tide,  owing  to  tu.-"  in.«'.fiiciency  of  the  sluice- 
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gates,  and  Mr.  Eccleston,  of  Scarisbrick,  mude  a  second  attempt  to  drain  it,  and 
succeeded  until  1789,  when  a  partial  inundation  from  tlie  river  Doiif^las  did  some 
mischief,  but  more  extensive  injury  was  prevented  by  the  action  of  some  floods;ates, 
wliich  had  been  erected  to  guard  against  such  accidents.  In  1813,  the  sua-gates 
v/ere  again  swept  away,  but  the  land  was  protected  by  the  stop-gates  as  before. 
Since  that  time  a  great  improvement  has  taken  place  in  the  jNIeer,  and  much  of  it 
is  now  good  land. 

The  practice  of  sea-bathing — if  we  may  judge  by  the  much  improved  accom- 
modations at  Southport  and  along  the  coast  —appears  to  be  on  the  increase.  There 
are  many,  indeed,  who  a  few  years  ago  would  hardly  have  been  persuaded  to  dip 
their  fingers  in  salt-water ;  but,  having  once  become  converts  to  that  salutary  habit, 
ihey  would  now  suffer  many  privations  rather  than  forego  their  annual  visits  to 
the  cheerful  "  sands"  and  sea-breezes  of  their  native  coast.  After  an  indulgence 
of  this  nature,  the  man  of  business  returns  fresh -braced  to  his  counting-house,  the 
student  to  his  books,  each  witli  renewed  strength  and  resolution  to  perform  their 
several  duties  in  the  great  drama  of  active  life.  We  are  in  liopes  that  those  of  our 
compatriots  who  have  really  the  means  of  such  enjoyment  at  their  command,  will 
at  length  do  justice  to  the  beauty  of  their  own  shores.  The  millions  that  are 
squandered  in  perambulating  foreign  lands,  under  the  specious  pretext  of  recover 
ing  health,  or  in  pursuit  of  amusement,  if  spent  in  England  would  secure  for  their 
owners  at  least  something  like  an  equivalent  for  their  money,  and  testify  in  their 
own  persons  and  in  everything  aroimd  them,  not  only  proofs  of  good  judgment, 
but  praise  for  their  patriotism.  This  mania,  which  for  so  many  years  has  depiived 
our  native  watering-places  of  their  legitimate  revenue,  is  certainly  on  the  decline  ,• 
and  we  speak  from  much  experience  in  foreign  travel,  when  we  state  that,  to  a 
well  regulated  mind,  England  alone  presents,  in  the  greatest  proportion,  the  true 
requisites  for  health  and  rational  enjoyment.  In  no  other  country  of  the  world  is 
the  word  "  comfort"  so  well  understood ;  and  in  no  other  cUraate — "  damp  and 
dripping"  as  it  has  been  pronounced  by  certain  morbid  peripatetics — can  we  pro- 
mise ourselves  so  much  out-door  luxury  and  enjoyment  as  at  "  home."  But  to  him 
who  still  entertains  a  doubt  on  this  point,  and  prefers,  with  Lucullus,  to  change 
his  quarters,  we  recommend  Southport  by  way  of  experiment,  and  have  no  doubt 
that  he  will  soon  make  a  voluntai^v  surrender  of  his  prejudices. 
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BERWICK.— LIGHTHOUSE  ON  THE  PIER. 

The  view  of  the  Lighthouse,  at  the  head  of  Berwick  Pier  (which  forms  the 
vignette  to  our  Second  Volume),  is  taken  from  the  entrance  t(j  the  harbour,  about 
half  a  mile  below  the  bridge.  This  Pier,  the  building  of  which  was  commenced 
in  1810,  stands  on  the  north  side  of  the  river,  and  is  chiefly  erected  on  the  foun- 
dations of  au  old  one,  which-  is  said  to  have  been  built  in  the  reign  of  Queen 
Elizabetli.  From  the  lighthouse,  which  was  finished  in  1826,  two  lights  are 
exhibited  at  night,  the  one  above  the  other.  The  upper  one,  which  is  of  a  pale, 
white  colour,  is  Hghted  from  sunset  to  sunrise;  the  lower  one,  which  is  of  u 
bright  red,  is  a  tide-light,  and  is  only  displayed  during  the  time  that  there  is  ten 
feet  water  on  the  bar. 

Berwick  Harbour  is  not  well  adapted  for  vessels  of  large  burthen,  for  the 
greater  part  of  the  shore,  in  front  of  the  quay,  is  dry  at  low  water.  On  the 
Tweedmouth  side,  near  tlie  Car  Rock,  is  the  best  water  within  the  bar;  and  a 
vessel  drawing  from  sixteen  to  eighteen  feet  v^ater  may  lie  there  at  all  hours 
of  the  tide  without  touching  the  ground.  The  entrance  to  the  harbour  is  narrow, 
as  a  bank  of  sand  stretches  out  to  the  eastward,  from  the  Spittal  shore,  to  the 
extent  of  nearly  half  a  mile,  and  approaches  to  within  a  cable's  length  of  the  rocks 
on  the  north.  When  the  wind  is  from  the  eastward,  there  is  always  a  swell  oa 
the  bar;  and  the  ebb-tide — more  especially  when  there  is  a.  frf.sh  in  the  river,  in 
consequence  of  rain — runs  out  with  such  velocity  that  it  is  impossible  for  a  vessel 
to  make  head  against  it.  Vessels  bound  for  Berwick,  which  cannot  take  the 
harbour  in  bad  weather,  usually  seek  shelter  in  Leith  Roads. 

1  I 


BERWICK.— LIGHTHOUSE  UN  THE  TIER. 

Tlio  salmon  fishery  foniis  a  most  importiuit  braiitli  oC  tlic  trado  of  Berwick. 
About  the  middle  of  the  last  century,  the  fish  used  chiefly  to  be  conveyed  to 
London  by  small  vessels  of  about  forty  tons  burtheu,  belonj^'ing  to  Harwich  and 
Gravesend,  engaged  by  the  London  dealers;  the  flesh-caught  salmon  and  gilse  were 
conveyed  in  wells  in  the  hold,  but  a  large  portion  was  sent  pickled  in  kits.  About 
1787,  the  practice  of  packing  salmon  in  pounded  ice  was  suggested  by  George 
Dempster,  Esq.,  of  Dunnichen,  then  M.P.  for  Cupar,  to  Mr.  John  Richardson, 
ii  salmon-dealer,  of  Perth,  wiio  immediately  adopted  it ;  and  the  next  year  the 
salmon-dealers  of  Berwick  followed  his  example. 

Most  of  the  salmon  sent  from  Berwick  to  London  are  caught  between  the 
mouth  of  the  Tweed  and  Norham,  which  is  about  eight  miles  up  the  river,  and 
the  highest  point  to  which  the  tide  flows.  In  1799,  the  yearly  rental  of  the  fisheries 
within  this  distance,  on  both  sides  of  the  river,  was  estimated  at  £10,000;  and  in 
1817  it  was  nearly  double  that  sum.  In  consequence  of  the  decline  of  the  salmon 
fishery  since  1820,  it  does  not  at  the  present  time  exceed  £'9,000.  Various  causes 
have  been  assigned  for  the  decline  of  the  salmon  fishery  in  the  Tweed ;  such 
as  the  building  of  the  New  Pier  a.1  the  north  side  of  the  harbour ;  with  the  draining 
of  lands  and  the  destruction  of  fish  in  close  time  towards  the  upper  parts  of  the 
river.  How  tlie  building  of  tlie  Kew  Pier,  and  tlie  draining  of  lands  in 
Selkirk  and  Roxburghshire  affect  the  breed  of  salmon,  has  not  been  clearly  shown ; 
and  poaching  inclose  time  has  not  prevailed  to  a  greater  extent  during  the  last 
twenty  years  than  in  the  twenty  years  previous  to  1816.  The  unremitting  manner 
in  which  the  river  was  legally  fished  between  the  mouth  of  the  Tweed  and 
Norham,  from  1800  to  1817,  is  more  likely  to  iiave  been  one  great  cause  of  the 
decline ;  but  the  proprietors  of  the  fisheries  seem  unwilling  to  admit  that  a  river 
may  be  over-fished,  as  well  as  land  exhausted  by  over-cropping. 

It  can  scarcely  be  said  that  there  is  a  public  market  for  salm<5n  in  Berwick, 
almost  all  that  are  caught  being  engrossed  by  factors  or  fishcurers,  and  sent  to 
London;  and  salmon  is  generally  as  dear  there  as  in  tiie  metropolis.  The  fish,  ns 
soon  as  cauglit,  are  packed  in  large  boxes,  between  layers  of  pounded  ice,  and  in 
this  manner  conveyed  to  the  metropoiiii 
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THE     M  E  R  S  K  t 

FBOM  LITEBPOOI.. 

-  -'  *  A  thousand  keels  the  subject  wave  divide,— 

Float  with  the  flow,  or  stem  the  ebbing  tide, — 
Winged  messengers  that  haste,  with  sails  unfurPd, 
To  barter  produce  with  some  distant  world  ! — 
With  oar  and  paddle,  sail  and  thundering  steam, 
They  row — they  cleave — they  plough  the  Mersey's  stream  ; 
That  stream,  which,  fretted  by  a  thousand  prows. 
No  silent  rest,  no  liquid  slumber  knows  ; 
Whate'er  the  hour,  whatever  wind  prevail, 
Behold  the  outward  and  the  homeward  sail !  " 

The  Mersey  is  to  Liverpool  what  the  Tliames  is  to  London — the  grand  channel 
of  mercantile  prosperity — the  main  artery  that  carries  health  and  vigour  into  the 
heaxt  of  the  city,  and  thence  distributes  them  by  a  thousand  ramifications  througb 
all  classes  of  the  community.  The  navigation  of  this  river  has  long  been  an  object 
of  primary  import  to  the  prosperity  of  our  national  trade;  and  therefore  every 
suggestion  which  promised  to  obviate  and  remove  those  impediments  which  nature 
had  thrown  in  the  way,  has  been  met  vrith  the  greatest  promptness  and  liberality. 
Wliatever  it  was  possible  for  art  to  accomplish  has  been  attempted,  and  that  so 
successfully  that,  if  the  ultimate  object  has  not  yet  been  obtained,  the  navigation 
of  the  Mersey  has  at  least  been  rendered  comparatively  safe  and  expeditious.  The 
grand  enterprise  for  facihtating  the  intercourse  between  Liverpool  and  Manchester 
was  commenced  in  1720,  when  a  canal  was  formed,  and  the  navigation  of  the 
Mersey  and  L:weU  was  so  greatly  improved,  that  the  "  flats" — which  were  pre- 
viously ten  or  eleven  days  in  going  from  one  town  to  the  other — could  now,  by 
taking  iidvantage  of  the  tide,  accomplish  the  same  distance  in  as  many  houi"s  How 
amazingly  this  distance  has  been  again  shortened  in  our  own  times,  by  the  intro- 
duction of  steam  power,  is  familiar  to  every  one. 

The  rise  and  expansion  of  Liverpool— in  all  that  regards  it  as  a  mercantile 
emporium — have  taken  place  within  the  last  two  centuries.  In  1650,  the  town-  a 
mere  fishing  hamlet — consisted  of  only  five  or  six  streets.  A  pool,  brandling  from 
the  river,  extended  over  the  space  now  occupied  by  the  new  Custom-house  and 
the  three  streets  adjoining    and,  for  the  convenience  of  intercourse,  a  ferry-boat 


THE  SIEHSEY. 

v/afl  kept  at  the  corner  of  Church-street  and  Whitechapel.  This  ferry  was  at  h'A 
superseded  by  a  bridge,  erected  by  the  proprietor  of  the  land,  Lord  Molyneux ; 
ana  since  tliat  period  the  advancement  of  the  Mersey  in  the  list  of  great  navigable 
rivers  has  been  unprecedentedly  rapid  and  successful  The  grand  municipal  im- 
provements, however,  have  all  been  effected  within  the  last  century.  During  that 
interval,  splendid  squares,  streets,  .-lad  })ublIo  monuments  have  sprung  up  into 
existence.  Previously  to  that  epoch  there  was  no  spirit,  no  scope  for  commercial 
enterprise,  and  consequently  no  harbour,  nor  dock,  nor  warehouse.  But  now 
spacious  harbours  extend  for  several  miles  along  the  bank  of  the  Mersey  :  on  the 
bosom  of  the  river  stately  merchantmen,  outward  or  homeward  bound,  laden  with 
the  produce  of  every  clime,  are  continually  passing  and  repassing  ;  while  the  usual 
embellishments  which  follow  a  train  of  successful  industry  are  apparent  at  every 
step  of  our  progress,  adding  ever  varying  features  of  beauty  and  animation  to 
the  landscape.  He  who  would  form  a  just  estimate  of  the  vast  and  unhmited 
resources  of  this  great  commercial  city,  should  spend  at  least  a  day,  partly  in  a 
promenade  along  the  banks,  and  partly  on  the  spring-tide  of  the  ^Mersey. 

This  river  is  navigable  for  vessels  of  considerable  burden  so  far  as  the  mouth  of 
the  Irwell, — a  distance  of  thirty-five  miles  from  Liverpool.  It  derives  its  source 
from  the  confluence  of  several  small  streams  on  the  Cheshire  and  Derbyshire 
frontier,  and  pursues  a  serpentine  course,  gradually  incUning  to  the  south-west. 
Its  largest  tributary  is  the  Irwell,  which  falls  into  it  near  the  village  of  Flixton, 
seven  miles  from  Manchester.  A  little  below  Warrington,  the  Mersey  expands 
into  a  broad  arm  of  the  sea,  and  turning  abruptly  to  the  south-west,  contracts  its 
channel  as  it  passes  Liverpool  to  about  three  quarters  of  a  mile  in  breadth  ;  but  in 
proceeding  farther  inland,  it  again  increases  its  width  to  more  than  three  miles. 
This  peculiarity  is  very  advantageous  to  the  port,  as  the  great  body  of  water,  passing 
and  repassing-  at  every  tide,  keeps  the  navigation  of  the  Mersey  always  open.  A 
rano'eof  sand  banks  run  parallel  with  the  coast  for  many  miles,  but  several  channels 
intervene,  giving  sufficient  depth  for  vessels  of  the  heaviest  draught  at  high  water, 
at  which  time  the  Mersey  presents  the  most  interesting  and  striking  scene, — par- 
ticularly when  a  westerly  wind  favours  the  arrival  of  the  numerous  fleets  destined 
to  this  port,  bearing  the  flags  and  freighted  with  the  produce  of  all  nations  that 
have  found  a  olace  in  the  chart  of  commercial  enterpripe. 
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CANNING  DOCK  AND  CUSTOM-HOUSE, 

LIVEKPOOL. 

Liverpool  presents  one  of  the  most  remarkable  instances  on  record  of  the 
vast  influence  of  commercial  speculation,  when  pursued  with  steady  vigour, 
prudence,  and  resolution.  Commerce  is  the  first  step  to  empire,  and,  successfully 
prosecuted,  never  fails  to  consolidate  the  strength  and  independence  of  tlie  state. 
To  this  important  end  no  city  in  the  kingdom  has  so  amply  contributed  as 
Liverpool ;  none  of  our  rivers,  the  Thames  excepted,  has  wafted  to  our  shores  so 
many  precious  cargoes  as  the  Mersey,  nor  exported  so  much  of  the  produce  of  our 
native  manufactures  to  all  parts  of  the  world.  This  great  commercial  city,  rapid 
as  its  progress  has  been,  is  still  advancing  in  the  career  of  prosperity ;  hardly  a 
month  passes  without  some  local  improvement, — some  substantial  proof  that  hei 
trade  is  on  the  increase,  stimulating  domestic  industry,  and  affording  the  means  of 
unlimited  intercourse  with  every  shore  of  the  commercial  world. 

Canning  Dock,  with  the  Custom-house,  forms  one  of  the  finest  points  of 
view  in  Liverpool,  presenting  at  one  view  a  buifding  of  elegant  design  and 
execution,  and  a  forest  of  masts  which  sufficiently  indicate  the  bustle  of  trade,  and 
the  air  of  business  that  pervade  every  feature  of  the  place — animate  or  inanimate. 
Canning  Dock — so  distinguished  in  honour  of  Mr.  Canning,  a  name  happily 
identified  with  Liverpool  and  the  prosperity  of  its  trade, — covers  a  space  of  five 
hundred  yards  in  length.  On  the  west  side  it  communicates  with  three  graving 
docks,  where  vessels  are  laid  up  for  repairs,  and  is  chiefly  occupied  by  vessels 
trading  to  the  northen  coast.  It  is  the  first  of  the  seven  docks  extending  south- 
ward, and  is  generally  filled  by  vessels  in  the  act  of  discharging  or  taking  in  their 
cargoes.  It  presents  a  scene  of  great  bustle  and  activity,  and,  though  only  one  out 
of  many,  affords  the  stranger  a  very  clear  idea  of  the  vast  amount  of  traffic  that  is 
daily  shipped  or  entered  at  this  emporium. 

The  CuSTOM-HoDSE  is  of  recent  date,  and  replaced  the  old  official  buildings, 
which  were  found  quite  inadequate  to  the  purposes  of  a  daily  extending  commerce. 
Through  the  united  interest  of  Canning  and  Huskisson,  ncgociations  were  entered 
into  with  Government  as  to  the  necessity  of  a  new  Custom-house;  and  after  a 
short  time  arrangements  were  concluded  for  its  immediate  erection.     ]\Ir.  Foster, 


CANNING  DOCK  AND  CLSTOM-HOUSE. 

architect  to  the  Liverpool  corporation,  was  engaged  to  prepare  tlie  designs,  and 
made  choice  of  the  present  site  as  the  most  appropriate  for  a  commercial  building 
of  this  size  and  characte:. 

The  lower  apartments  of  the  Custom-lionse  consist  of  spacious  vaults  for  the 
safe  custody  of  bonded  and  other  goods;  and  in  the  centre  is  the  apartment  known 
as  the  Long  Room.  The  offices  of  customs  occupy  the  whole  extent  of  the  west 
wing ;  and  it  is  intended  that  part  of  tiie  east  wing  shall  be  appropriated  to  the 
use  of  the  general  post-office.  Above  these  are  the  excise  offices  and  those  of  the 
dock- treasurer  and  secretaries.  The  remaining  portions  of  the  edifice  are  sub- 
divided into  the  board-room,  the  dock-committee's  offices,  and  the  stamp-office. 

The  chasteness  and  beauty  of  the  Ionic  style  of  architecture  adopted  in  this  mag- 
nificent edifice  have  been  much  and  justly  admired.  The  centre,  and  the  east  and 
west  fronts  are  adorned  by  lofty  porticos,  each  supported  by  eight  Ionic  columns. 
The  centre  of  the  building  is  surmounted  by  a  magnificent  dome,  hghted  by 
sixteen  windows,  and  ornamented  round  by  pilasters.  Inclosed  within  the  outer 
dome  is  a  smaller  one  encircled  by  twelve  windows,  so  as  to  afford  sufficient  hght 
to  the  Long  Room.  The  interior  of  this  building  will  amply  repay  the  stranger 
for  a  visit.  The  grand  front  is  opposite  Castle-street ;  and,  entering  in  this 
direction,  the  first  object  which  claims  attention  is  the  massive  grouping  of  the 
pilasters  which  support  the  floor  of  tlie  Long  Room  over  head.  The  stairs,  flanked 
by  handsome  iron  balustrades, — the  landing-places  supported  by  eight  Ionic  8ton(! 
columns,  each  of  a  single  piece,— the  four  pilasters,  and  the  elaborate  ceilings. -- 
are  all  deserving  of  particular  attention.  The  Long  Room  is  altogether  splendidly 
designed  and  executed ;  lighted  by  fourteen  windows  on  the  sides,  and  by 
twelve  as  already  observed,  in  the  inner  dome.  The  ceiling  is  divided  by  lateral 
and  transverse  beams  into  regular  compartments,  all  beautifully  ornamented.  At 
each  of  the  opposite  ends  of  this  noble  apartment  are  a  corresponding  flight  of 
stairs  and  landing-places.  But  to  convey  a  just  description  of  this  monument  to 
the  genius  of  commerce  is  at  once  difficult  and  tedious ;  we  therefore  recommend 
all  who  may  visit  Liverpool,  as  admirers  of  its  docks,  harbours,  and  spjlendid 
edifices,  to  devote  an  hour  to  the  Custom-liouse — a  building  wliich  reflects  great 
lionour  u]ion  tlie  architect,  and  serves  as  a  lasting  ornament  to  the  second  city  of 
the  empire. 
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ST.   NICHOLAS'  CHURCH  AND  ST.  GEORGE'S  BASIN, 

LIVERPOOL. 

"  Here  have  the  wild  deer  bounded, — here  the  trees 
Waved,  a  wide-spreading  forest,  in  the  breeze  ' 
Then  came  the  woodman's  axe, — the  forest  felL— 
The  shrine  arose,  and  peal'd  the  chapel  bell ; — 
The  crowd  of  pilgrims  and  the  sound  of  prayer 
Disturbed  the  woodland  savage  in  his  lair  .... 
What  hear  we  now  ? — what  see  we  in  the  gale  ? 
The  city's  shout, — the  far-expanding  sail, — 
The  crowded  mart, — the  tramp  of  busy  feet — 
And  wheels  that  shake  the  densely-peopled  street." 

St.  Nicholas,  or  the  Old  Church,  is  supposed  to  stand  upon  the  site  of  an 
ancient  chapel  built  about  the  time  of  the  Conquest.  But  whether  this  be  correct 
or  not,  there  is  at  least  evidence  to  prove  that,  in  1361,  license  for  burial  here  was 
granted  by  the  Bishop  of  Lichfield-  It  was  endowed  by  Queen  Elizabeth  with  a 
small  sum,  under  five  pounds,  to  be  paid  annually  out  of  the  chantry  rents  to  the 
minister ;  and  another  sum,  between  five  and  six  pounds,  as  a  yearly  grant  to  the 
schoolmaster.  In  the  olden  time  a  statue  of  the  patron,  St.  Nicholas,  erected  in 
the  churchyard,  was  much  frequented  by  mariners,  who  believed  that  an  ofiering 
made  to  the  saint  would  conciliate  the  winds  in  their  favour,  and  secure  a  pros- 
perous voyage.  Time,  however,  put  an  end  to  this  confederacy  between  the  saint 
and  seamen.  St.  Nicholas  was  dethroned ;  and  for  a  time  the  winds  "  blew  as  if 
they  would  have  cracked  their  cheeks"  at  the  downfal  of  one  who  had  so  long 
laid  them  under  arrest.  But  at  length  a  better  knowledge  of  the  compass  and  the 
coast  made  the  seaman  ample  compensation  for  the  loss  of  his  ghostly  patron,  and 
showed  him  that  a  skilful  mariner  and  a  stout  bark  are  better  securities  against 
storm  and  tempest  than  any  saint  in  the  calendar. 

In  1774  this  church  was  rebuilt, — "  The  old  roof,  walls,  and  Gothic  pillars, 
the  old  blue  ceiling,  black  and  white  clouds,  golden  sun,  moon,  and  stars,  painted 
and  gilt  thereon,"  were  removed,  and  the  re-edification  completed,  imder  the 
direction  of  Joseph  Brooks,  Esq.  In  1810  this  church  was  the  scene  of  a  dreadful 
catastroph'; ;  the  steeple  suddenly  gave  way  as  the  children  of  the  charity-school 


ST.  NICHOLAS'  CHURCH  AND  ST.  UEORGE'S  BASIN.  LH'ERPOOL 

were  entering  the  church.  It  fell  upon  the  body  of  the  building,  and  twenty, 
four  lives  were  sacrificed,  seventeen  of  which  were  girls  belonging  to  the  school- 
Many  others  were  severely  wounded.  The  accident  was  attributed  to  the  weak- 
ness of  an  old  arch  upon  which  a  modem  spire  had  been  erected.  The  spire  was 
subsequently  restored  by  Mr.  Harrison,  of  Chester,  with  a  degree  of  taste  and 
execution  which  does  him  credit.  It  consists  of  an  ornamented  Gothic  tower, 
surmounted  by  an  open  lantern,  with  an  air  of  great  lightness  and  elegance,  and 
Conning  a  very  striking  feature  among  the  many  architectural  objects — civil  and 
ecclesiastical — by  which  it  is  surrounded.  The  height  of  the  tower  is  one  hundred 
and  twenty  feet,  and  that  of  the  lantern  sixty ;  so  that  together  the  steeple  has  an 
elevation  of  not  less  than  one  hundred  and  eighty  leet.  During  the  night  the 
clock  opposite  the  river  is  illuminated,  so  that  it  may  serve  as  a  landmark  to 
assure  the  mariner  that  St.  Nicholas  is  still  on  the  watch  for  his  safety,  as  in  tlie 
good  olden  time. 

St.  George's  Dock,  from  which  the  view  of  the  Church  is  taken,  was  con- 
structed according  to  an  act  of  parliament  obtained  in  17G2,  and  completed  at  an 
e.xpenditure  of  twenty-one  thousand  pounds.  It  is  two  hundred  and  sixty-four 
yards  in  length,  one  hundred  in  breadth,  and  lined  on  the  east  side  by  a  row  of 
very  large  warehouses,  with  footpaths  under  the  piazzas.  Extending  along  both 
sides  are  sheds  for  merchandise;  and  on  the  pier-head,  at  the  west  side  of  the 
dock,  are  the  public  baths.  The  latter,  comprised  in  a  large  building  of  plain  but 
classical  design  and  execution,  were  erected  by  the  corporation  at  an  expense  of 
thirty-six  thousand  pounds,  and  opened  to  the  pubHc  in  the  month  of  June,  1829. 
Nothing  could  be  better  adapted  to  its  purpose  than  this  great  public  edifice,  in 
which  the  twofold  recommendation  of  ornament  and  utiUty  are  happily  combined. 
The  water  is  constantly  flowing  through  the  baths  in  a  fresh  current ;  being 
supplied  from  the  river  at  high-tide,  filtered,  and  contained  in  a  reservoir  of  eight 
hundred  tons  under  the  centre  of  the  building.  Private,  cold,  shower,  warm, 
tepid,  medicated,  and  vapour  baths  are  to  be  had  at  all  hours;  and  from  the 
excellent  manner  in  which  every  department  is  arranged  and  conducted,  the 
inhabitants  possess  in  this  establishment  one  of  the  great  means  of  promoting 
health  and  avertinj^  diseaiie. 


NEW  BRIGHTOIN. 

New  Beighton  has  already  taken  a  prominent  station  in  tlie  list  of  fashionable, 
■watering-places,  and  in  several  respects  bids  fair  to  eclipse  even  the  attractions  of 
its  celebrated  namesake  in  Sussex.  Highly  favoured  by  nature  in  a  romantic  point 
of  view,  the  striking  features  of  this  locality  have  been  duly  taken  advantage  of  in 
constructing  a  series  of  marine  villas,  all  in  harmony  with  the  native  landscape. 
These,  with  the  most  picturesque  effects  as  viewed  from  a  distance,  combine  every 
accommodation  that  can  be  desired, — either  for  families  of  distinction,  or  private 
individuals ;  while  the  air,  which  the  invalid  inhales  from  the  atmosphere  around 
him,  produces  a  degree  of  vigour  and  exhilaration,  which  is  rarely  experienced  in 
sit'iations  more  inland  or  less  elevated. 

"  The  rural  wilds 
Invite ;  the  mountains  call  you ;  and  the  vales. 
The  woods,  the  streams,  and  each  ambrosial  breeze 
That  fans  *>•«  ever-undulating  sky — 
A  kindly  sky !" 

The  honour  of  founding  New  Brighton  belongs  to  James  Atherton,  Esq.  A 
bold  design,  as  it  at  first  appeared,  but  which  judgment,  taste,  and  a  liberal  hand 
have  converted  into  a  lasting  monument, — creditable  alike  to  the  originator  and  to 
the  discriminating  public,  who  have  manifested  a  decided  preference  for  the  situation, 
and  thus  amply  justified  the  enterprise.  The  first  step  taken  by  Mr.  Atherton  was 
to  purchase  nearly  two  himdred  acres  of  land,  including  the  site  of  the  future  town. 
These  were  put  under  the  care  of  persons  well  instructed  in  the  plan  of  operations. 
The  design  was  prosecuted  with  unremitting  zeal ;  houses  sprang  up,  streets  were 
laid  out,  and  in  a  comparatively  short  time  the  skeleton  of  New  Brighton  was  com- 
pleted, y  trangers  resorted  to  the  spot  ;  the  citizens  of  Liverpool  became  eager  for 
its  completion,  and  for  those  enjoyments  which  it  presented  as  a  summer  retreat,  as 
well  as  for  tlie  many  advantages  which  it  offered  to  the  invalid.  Thus  encouraged 
by  the  vote  of  public  approbation,  the  works  made  rapid  progress,  and  shortly 
after  assumed  the  name  and  consideration  of  a  favourite  watering-place. 

In  the  design  and  execution  of  the  various  embellishments  of  the  place,  the 
architect  has  never  stepped  aside  from  the  rules  of  good  taste.     The  pleasure  and 
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acconmiotlatioii  of  tlio  visitors  have  liocn  carefully  studied.  Spacious  bireets, 
fifteen  yards  in  breadth  and  nearly  a  mile  in  length,  insure  a  free  circulation  of  air, 
and  throw  open  an  agreeable  promenade  to  the  public,  who  resort  thither  in  srreat 
numbers  during  the  summer  and  autumn.  The  partiality  evinced  for  this  watering 
place,  (of  which  the  inhabitants  can  so  readily  t:ike  advantage,)  is  every  day  adding 
to  the  number  of  its  visitors,  and  thereby  contributing  to  the  further  extension  of  the 
original  plan.  A  commodious  and  elegant  hotel  has  been  erected,  where  casual 
visitors  and  others,  in  conjunction  with  the  allurements  of  a  well-served  table,  can 
enjoy  the  exhilarating  prospect  of  the  sea,  and  the  numberless  vessels  of  all  deno- 
minations that  stud  and  traverse  its  waters.  For  the  accommodation  of  the  resident 
population,  a  reservoir,  containing  nearly  two  thousand  gallons  of  water,  has  been 
constructed,  and  supplied  from  a  fine  spring  on  the  beach. 

The  Fort  and  Lighthouse  are  objects  well  deserving  of  attention.  The  formei 
18  very  strongly  built,  and  covers  a  space  of  nearly  four  thousand  yards.  It  is 
approached  from  the  main  land  by  means  of  a  drawbridge,  and  mounts  sixteen 
pieces  of  cannon  with  others  in  the  embrasures  of  the  towers.  On  account  of  the 
great  sandbank  at  the  entrance  of  the  river,  it  is  ordered  that  every  ship  of  heavy 
burden  shall  pass  mthin  nine  hundred  yards  of  the  Fort. 

The  Lighthouse  is  constructed  of  Anglesey  marble,  and  is  considered  a  master- 
piece of  its  kind.  It  rises  about  ninety  feet  above  the  rock  ;  each  stone  is  worked 
to  a  given  geometrical  form,  and  made  to  lock  and  dovetail  with  those  adjoininf 
with  great  accuracy.  The  whole  is  cemented  together  by  a  liquid  volcanic  sub- 
stance brought  from  the  vicinity  of  INIount  2Etna,  which,  in  the  course  of  time, 
becomes  as  hard  as  marble.  The  lantern  is  illuminated  by  revolvino-  lio-hts — two 
of  which  are  brilliantly  white,  and  the  other  of  a  deep  red.  Tlie  work  is  from  the 
design  of  j\Ir.  Foster,  and  executed  by  Mr.  Tomkinson.  at  an  expense  to  the  Liver- 
pool Corporation  of  twentj-seven  thousand  five  hundred  pwuiKis. 


M  A  T  L  0  0  K, 

DERBYSHIRE. 

"  To  Matlock's  calm,  sequester'd  vale- 
Bear  that  maiden,  faint  and  pale  ! 
There — 'mid  streams  like  music  flowing, 
There — 'mid  flowers  profusely  blowing. 
Health  and  beauty  shall  retuni. 
And  snatch  a  victim  fi'om  the  urn." 

The  reputation  of  the  Matlock  water  is  supported  by  tlie  recorded  testimony 
of  more  than  a  century  ;  while  the  picturesque  scenery  in  which  the  village 
is  embosomed  forms  no  small  addition  to  its  medicinal  attractions.  The  number  of 
invalids  who  resort  annually  to  this  salubrious  spring  appears  to  be  on  the  incrense, 
— the  best  criterion  of  the  value  attached  to  it.  In  the  superior  accommodation 
wliich  it  now  offers  to  every  class  of  visitors,  nothing  has  been  neglected  that  even 
the  most  fastidious  can  desire.  Those  domestic  comforts,  in  particular,  which  are 
often  of  more  real  importance  to  valetudinarians  than  the  skill  of  the  physician,  have 
been  provided  with  a  scrupulous  exactness,  which  makes  the  stranger  at  Matlock 
feel  completely  at  home. 

Matlock,  however,  though  so  friendly  to  the  invalid,  is  neither  gloomy  nor  iso- 
lated ;  but  to  those  who  delight  to  mix  in  the  gayer  scenes  of  artificial  life,  it  possesses 
every  attraction  which  refined  society  and  social  intercourse  can  bestow.  He  who 
seeks  health,  and  he  who  seeks  relaxation  and  pleasure,  may  enjoy  every  facility 
which  science  or  fashion  can  offer  ;  and  nowhere  are  the  amusements  better  con- 
ducted, or  the  rules  of  society  more  strictly  observed,  than  at  Matlock. 

The  environs  embrace  some  of  the  most  striking  and  romantic  scenery,  as  well 
as  historical  sites,  in  England  ;  and  so  close  at  hand  that  many  of  the  finest 
features  enter  into  the  same  picture.  Washed  by  the  crystal  Derwent  and  finely 
wooded, — with  rocks,  and  fountains,  and  precipices,  scattered  at  random  through 
the  charming  landscape, — the  visitor  is  tempted  to  pass  much  of  his  time  in  the 
open  air,  which  accelerates  the  cure  the  water  has  begun.  Romantic  foot-paths, 
meandering  along  the  rocky  acclivities,  and  opening  at  short  intervals  u[>on 
enchanting  points  of  view,  allure  the  indolent  to  that  salutary  exercise  wliich  seldom 
fails  to  reward  the  piefor.  with  increased  strength  and  exhilaration  of  spirits      The 

B 


MATLOCK. 

roads  in  the  vkanity  are  kept  in  the  best  possible  order ,  and,  owing  to  the  nature 
of  the  soil,  rain  is  so  speedily  carried  off,  or  absorbed,  that  the  invalid  may  indulge 
in  out-door  exercise  without  apprehension. 

That  portion  of  Matlock  in  wliich  the  invalid  is  most  interested  consists  of  tlie 
Old  Bath,  the  New  Bath,  the  Hotel,  ana  several  commodious  lodging-houses, 
situated  on  the  south-east  side  of  the  Derwent.  These,  with  the  various  additions 
and  iraprovenients  recently  eifected,  offer  to  his  choice  all  that  can  be  desired  in 
point  of  comfort  and  convenience.  The  buildings  are  of  stone,  elegantly  constructed 
externally,  and  presenting  internally  an  arrangement  admirably  adapted  to  the 
purposes  of  their  erection.  The  servants  of  the  establishments  are  well  conducted, 
and  attentive  to  their  several  duties ;  and  the  vigilance  with  which  every  department 
is  regulated  is  a  subject  of  commendation  with  every  visitor. 

The  water  of  Matlock  is  remarkable  for  its  sparkling  purity;  it  springs  from 
limestone  rock  in  a  copious  stream  ;  and,  ha\-ing  a  temperature  of  si.xty-eight 
det'rees  of  Fahrenheit,  is  to  be  considered  as  a  thermal  water.  It  has  been  found 
to  contain  a  small  portion  of  neutral  salt— probably  muriate  of  soda — and  an 
earthy  salt,  chiefly  calcareous.  Of  the  latter,  when  the  water  is  exposed  to  the  air, 
a  deposition  is  quickly  effected,  and  incrustations  formed  upon  every  substance 
immersed  in  it — some  curious  specimens  of  which  are  seen  at  what  are  called  the 
Petrifying  Wells. 

In  a  medical  point  of  view,  the  water  of  Matlock  may  be  employed  in  all  those 
cases  in  which  a  pure  diluent  drink  is  advisable ;  but  it  is  chiefly  used  as  a  tepid 
bath— or  at  least  as  one  which  exceeds  the  extreme  limits  of  a  cold  bath.  On 
this  account,  it  produces  only  a  slight  shock  on  immersion,  and  is,  therefore, 
peculiarly  fitted  for  those  delicate  and  languid  habits  that  cannot  exert  sufficient 
reaction  to  overcome  the  effects  of  the  common  cold-bath,  and  on  which  the  benefit 
it  produces  chiefly  depends.  It  forms  a  good  intermediate  bath  between  that  of 
Bath  or  Buxton  and  the  sea,  and  may  be  recommended  as  a  preparative  for  the 
latter.  The  abundant  supply  of  water  always  at  the  same  temperature  is  a 
circumstance  in  favour  of  natural  baths  ;  while  the  purity  of  the  air  and  exquisite 
beauty  of  tlie  situation  must  always  render  Matlock  a  favourite  resort  for  the 
invalid  and  man  of  taste.  To  the  geologist  it  presents  a  wide  and  interesting  field 
of  observation.  Few  districts  in  England  comprise  within  the  same  limits  »  great 
B  proportion  of  poetical  and  historical  scenes. 


CONWAY    CASTLE, 

NOETH    WALES. 

"  Tantdt  c'est  un  vieux  fort,  qui,  du  haut  des  coUiDea. 
T\Tan  de  la  contrie,  effrei  de  ses  vassaux, 
Portait  jusqu'au  ciel  I'orgueil  de  ses  cr^naux; 
Qui,  dans  ces  temps  affreux  de  discorde  et  d'alarmea, 
Vit  les  grands  coups  de  lance  et  les  noble  faits  d'armea 

De  nos  preux  chevaliers 

Aujourd'hui  la  moisson  flotte  sur  ses  d^ris." 

CONWAT,  or  more  properly  Aberconway — so  called  from  its  position  on  the 
river  of  that  name — makes  no  inconsiderable  figure  in  the  page  of  ancient  history. 
It  appears,  on  the  testimony  of  Suetonius,  the  Roman  governor  in  Britain,  that 
the  chief  motive  entertained  by  his  coimtrymen  in  their  occupation  of  this  coast 
was  a  pearl  fishery  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  Conway;  a  specimen  of  which, 
presented  by  Sir  R.  Wynne  to  the  Queen  of  Charles  the  Second,  is  said  to  have 
found  a  place  among  the  jewels  that  now  adorn  the  British  diadem. 

The  town  of  Conway  is  large,  though  not  populous,  and  in  situation  and 
appearance  highly  picturesque.  It  is  surrounded  by  lofty  embattled  walls,  a  mile 
and  a  half  in  circumference,  well  preserved,  defended  by  twenty- four  round-towers 
and  four  gates,  and  presenting  at  all  points  a  striking  picture  of  the  ancient  style 
of  fortification.  From  the  side  towards  the  river  ran  two  curtain-walls,  terminating 
in  watch-towers,  but  of  which  only  one  remains. 

The  castle,  a  truly  grand  and  imposing  structure,  was  built  in  1284 ;  an  epoch 
which  gave  origin  to  so  many  of  those  native  fortresses,  which  will  long  continue 
to  be  the  subject  of  interest  and  admiration  to  every  traveller  in  this  romantic 
country. 

Conway  had,  uidike  Carnarvon  and  other  fortresses  situated  on  a  level,  no 
imposing  portal  to  usher  into  the  interior.  Its  two  entrances  were  small,  both 
practised  for  security,  between  an  advanced  work  flanked  by  two  small  towers, 
>ne  ascending  by  winding  stairs  from  the  river,  the  other,  from  the  interior  ot  the 
town,  crossed  the  defensive  moat  by  means  of  a  drawbridge,  and  passed  through  a 
Donal  and  outwork  of  small  turrets  into  the  great  court  of  the  castle.     This  stands 


CONWAY  CASTLE. 

on  a  rock,  its  courts  flanked  by  eight  enormous  battlementcd  round-towers  of 
unequalled  beauty  of  proportion,  those  next  the  river  having  in  addition  small 
turrets.  Of  these  towers,  all  are  perfect  as  to  their  exterior  save  one,  called  Twr 
Dwu,  or  the  broken  tower,  of  which  the  lower  portion,  with  the  rock  that  sup- 
ported it,  has  fallen  away,  exposing  to  view  the  immense  solidity  of  its  fiactured 
walls.  The  interior  of  each  tower  was  occupied  by  several  stages  of  spacious 
apartments,  the  flooring  and  roof  of  which  are  entirely  gone,  with  the  fire-places, 
and  lancet  windows,  the  interior  yawning  in  vacant  desolation,  blackened,  weather- 
stained,  and  overgrown  with  rampant  weeds  and  briers.  There  were  stairs  to 
ascend  to  the  upper  apartments  from  the  courts  below,  and  a  way  round  the 
battlements  which  may  still  be  followed  out.  The  interior  of  the  castle  consists 
of  two  courts,  comprising  the  different  apartments.  As  we  enter  tiic  grassy  area, 
surrounded  bv  ivied  walls,  and  picturesquely  surmounted  by  the  battlemented 
turrets,  the  great  hah  appears  on  the  right ;  three  spacious  windows  of  pointed 
architecture,  and  formerly  highly  enriched  with  mullions  and  tracery,  lighted  it  on 
the  side  next  the  court,  and  the  side  wall,  furnished  with  six  lancet  windows,  with 
recessed  and  raised  seats,  looking  out  upon  the  creek,  which,  running  up  I'rom  the 
Conway,  defended  the  walls  on  the  south.  Two  carved  fire-places  of  ample 
dimensions  warmed  the  immense  and  royal  apartment,  supported  by  several  gothic 
arches,  some  of  which,  clothed  with  ivy,  still  span  the  vacant  space  above,  while 
beneath,  among  nettles  and  brambles,  yawn  the  ofliices  below.  At  the  extremity 
of  the  hall  is  a  noble  arched  window.  The  walls  are  now  mantled  thick  with  ivy, 
and  the  nettle  and  bramble  overgrow  what  remains  of  the  floor  of  this  royal 
apartment,  where  Edward,  whose  statue  m  Westminster  Abbey  is  of  unequalled 
beauty,  and  Queen  Eleanor,  with  masque  and  antique  pageantry,  entertained  the 
throng  of  knights  and  barons  bold,  who  had  assisted  in  the  subjugation  of  the 
Welsh,  who  besieged,  however,  the  potent  monarch  in  his  own  castle,  and  would 
have  starved  him  into  a  surrender,  but  for  the  timely  arrival  of  a  fleet  bearing 
soldiers  and  provisions.  Since  that  period,  its  history  is  little  remarkable.  It 
was  held  in  the  civil  war,  for  Charles  I.,  by  Archbishop  Williams,  who,  being 
superseded  by  Jr'riace  Rupert,  assisted  the  Parliamentarians  in  cfTcctmg  ihe 
reauctioD  ot  tiie  place. 
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CONWAY  QUAY. 

TuE  district  of  Conway  is  mostly  agricultural,  and  possesses  no  distinct  manu- 
factures by  which  the  prosperity  of  the  town  and  its  population  can  be  greatly 
promoted.  A  few  small  trading -vessels  belong  to  the  port ;  and  here  also  ships  ol 
burden  are  occasionally  repaired.  The  great  improvement  to  the  harbour  is  the 
erection  of  the  quay  ;  and  the  channel  of  the  river  having  been  deepened,  and  every 
impediment  to  the  navigation  removed,  it  may  be  anticipated  that  a  speedy 
increase  of  trading  intercourse  vn.[]  succeed  its  former  languor  and  inactivity.  The 
exports  consist  chiefly  of  timber,  slate,  and  lead  ;  and  the  imports,  of  coal  from 
FHnt  and  Liverpool,  and  of  tea,  sugar,  cotton,  with  various  other  articles  of 
domestic  consumption. 

The  chain-bridge,  which  constitutes  so  beautiful  a  feature  in  the  picture  of 
Conway,  was  erected  by  JNIr.  Telford,  of  whose  genius  Wales  possesses  several  of 
the  noblest  monuments.  That  immediately  under  notice — constructed  on  the  same 
principles  as  the  bridge  over  the  Menai,  but  much  smaller  in  its  proportions — is 
three  hundred  and  twenty  feet  between  the  supporting  towers,  and  eighteen  feet 
above  high-water  mark.  Nothing  can  be  more  elegant  and  beautiful,  as  it  appears 
lightly  spanning  the  river,  and  suffering  the  eye  to  penetrate  its  net-like  fabric,  sr> 
as  scarcely  to  offer  an  obstruction  to  the  landscape  which  shines  through  it.  The 
scenery  at  this  point  is  exceedingly  interesting,  and  presents  the  works  of  nature, 
and  art,  and  human  genius,  in  striking  combination. 

The  town  of  Conway,  before  the  formation  of  the  railroad,  was  one  of  the  most 
old-world  places  imaginable,  unique  for  its  faded  and  forlorn  appearance,  small  as  is 
the  area  enclosed,  a  considerable  portion  being  occupied  by  open  spaces  and  gardens. 
Everywhere  entered  by  gothic  portals,  and  as  its  interior  was  traced,  with  the 
defensive  wall  everywhere  in  sight,  it  transported  the  beholder  back  to  the  middle 
ages,  more  than  any  other  walled  city  in  England.  There  Is  a  singular  and  ])ic- 
turesque  variety  of  ancient  houses ;  some  at  the  head  of  the  street  leading  to  the  castle, 
curiously  carved,  appear  almost  as  old  as  the  castle  itself ;  others  with  their  gable 
roofs,  and  black  rafters,  are  of  later  date,  and  the  Plas  Mawr,  or  great  mansion,  in 
the  principal  street,  prominently  challenges  the  traveller's  attention  with  its  air  ot 
faded  magnificence  and  singular  construction.  It  is  of  Elizabethan  architecture, 
«nu  the  arms  of  England,  with  initial  letters  E.   R.  and  R.  D.,  supposed  to  be 
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Robert  Dudley,  Earl  of  Leicester,  as  well  as  those  of  R.  W.,  Robert  Wynne  of 
(iwydir,  shcrift' of  Carnarvon  in  1591,  and  (ounder  of  the  house,  occur  frequently, 
and  the  place  is  lavishly  adorned  with  various  decorative  devices  of  the  age — swans, 
owls,  ostriches,  mermaids,  ragged  staves,  &c.  The  church  contains  little  to  interest 
beyond  its  front,  and  an  inscription  to  a  certain  Nicholas  Hooker,  of  Conway,  gen- 
tleman, of  a  very  anti-Malthusian  import,  the  said  Nicholas,  though  the  father  of 
twenty-seven  cliildreu,  being  but  a  degenerate  copy  of  his  father,  who  could  boast 
—  O  si  sic  omnia .' — of  no  less  than  forty-one. 

Numerous  and  delightful  are  the  rambles  about  this  most  picturesque  place, 
which  is  backed  by  bold  heathy  hills  and  green  sequestered  valleys.  One  of  the 
prettiest  is  to  GyfEn,  about  a  mile  distant,  which  may  be  reached  by  following  up 
the  shores  of  the  creek,  south  of  the  castle,  and  the  small  stream  coming  down  into 
it.  The  little  church  is  very  ancient,  and  contains  some  curious  paintings  wortliy 
of  inspection ;  it  is  half  buried,  and  so  unpretending  is  the  building  in  aspect,  that 
it  may  be  passed  almost  without  noticing  its  sacred  character.  There  is  an  excellent 
view  of  the  town  and  castle  from  the  upper  road  on  the  return  ;  the  long  line  of  walls 
may  be  traced  from  the  highest  point,  as  they  sweep  round  and  join  the  castle,  the 
whole  space  thus  enclosed  resembling  in  its  outline  the  Welsh  harp,  as  often  sug- 
gested. The  liver  and  hills  appear  finely  beyond.  The  artist  especially  should  not 
omit  to  view  Conway  from  this,  perhaps  its  finest  point  of  view. 

So  unique  is,  or  rather  was,  Conway  Castle  in  picturesque  effect,  that  it  is  difficult 
to  mention  any  particular  point  from  which  it  ai)pears  to  greater  advantage  than 
another.  From  thequay,  or  the  river,  from  every  eminence  around,  seen  in  front  or 
flank,  near  or  distant,  either  by  itself,  or  where  the  walls  of  the  town  prominently 
enter  into  the  composition,  it  is,  or  rather  was,  alike  unequalled.  The  tourist  who 
is  not  pressed  for  time,  and  delights  to  hover  around  so  magnificent  a  memorial  of 
past  ages,  will  study  it  at  every  point.  On  taking  a  solitary  walk  round  the  walls, 
he  may  fancy  himself  tracing  the  abandoned  battlements  of  some  old  gothic  town 
of  tlie  Orient,  Rliodcs,  or  Antioch,  or  the  Saracenic  defences  of  Jerusalem  ;  a  dream 
which  may  hardly  be  long  indulged  at  present ;  for  now,  as  Hood  says, 

*'  Tiiat  iron  age,  which  some  have  thought 
Of  mettle  rather  overwrought, 
Is  now  all  ovevcast*' 

and  its  crumbling  memorials  are  sharing  the  same  fate.  Furness  Abbey  is  turned 
into  a  railway  station,  and  the  passing  train  thunders  through  the  very  centre  of  old, 
castellated  Conway,  reminding  us,  whiie  it  indeed  scares  away  all  romantic  day- 
dreams, of  the  happj'  change  from  feudal  oppression  and  border  warfare,  to  the  fusion 
of  jarriiij;  interests,  and  the  progress  of  enlightened  civilization. 


THE  MENAI  BRIDGE. 

The  Menal  Bridge,  one  of  the  many  triumphs  of  modem  engineering,  arose 
from  the  following  circumstances.  During  the  summer  of  1818,  Mr.  Telford,  the 
engineer,  was  engaged  on  a  survey  of  the  extensive  line  of  road  from  the  metro- 
polis to  Holyhead — that  point  of  the  Welsh  coast  nearest  to  Ireland,  and  situated 
in  the  Island  of  Anglesea.  Between  this  island  and  the  Caernarvon  coast  flows 
that  arm  of  the  sea  familiar  to  every  reader  as  the  Menai  Straits,  through  which 
the  tide  rushes  with  great  velocity,  owing  to  local  peculiarities  well  known  to  all 
who  have  navigated  that  portion  of  the  ChanneL  There  were  at  this  time  five  or 
six  ferries  across  the  strait;  but  these,  owing  to  the  circumstances  mentioned, 
were  generally  difiicult,  and  seldom  without  danger ;  so  that  the  intercourse 
between  the  opposite  shores  being  much  impeded,  was  a  source  of  dally  incon- 
venience to  the  inhabitants.  This  was  more  particularly  felt  from  the  fact  that 
one  of  the  staple  productions  of  Anglesea  was  its  cattle,  which,  when  sold  for  the 
inland  counties  or  the  London  market,  had  to  be  driven  into  the  water,  and  com- 
pelled to  cross  the  strait  by  swimming,  which  was  attended  with  risk  of  property 
as  well  as  inconvenience.  These  circumstances  were  brought  before  the  eyes  of 
Telford,  and  his  ever-active  and  ingenious  mind  set  instantly  to  work,  in  order  to 
remedy  the  evil  by  providing  new  facilities  of  intercourse.  The  result  of  his 
reflections  and  mature  calculations  on  this  engrossing  topic  was  the  possibility  of 
throwing  a  bridge  across  the  Menai. 

The  grand  obstacle  was  a  deep  rapid  tide-stream  with  high  banks.  To  have 
erected  a  bridge  of  the  usual  materials  would  have  obstructed  the  navigation ;  and 
any  attempt  to  erect  piers  in  the  shifting  bed  of  the  sea  must  have  inevitably 
proved  a  failure.  Telford  therefore  recommended  the  erection  of  a  suspension 
bridge ;  and  the  plan,  after  due  consideration,  being  approved  by  government,  the 
work  was  commenced  in  1820,  carried  on  with  great  spirit,  and  in  1826  brought 
10  a  most  successful  termination.  It  is  partly  of  stone,  partly  of  iron,  and  consists 
of  seven  stone  arches.  These  arches  connect  the  land  with  the  two  main  piers  > 
which  rise  on  an  elevation  of  fifty-three  feet  above  the  level  of  the  road,  over  tl  e 
top  of  which  the  chains  are  suspended,  each  of  which  measures  from  its  fasteninj^s 
m  the  rockj  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fourteen  feet.     The  topmasts  of  the 
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first  three-masted  vessel  which  passed  under  the  bridge  were  nearly  as  high  as 
those  of  a  frigate,  but  they  cleared  twelve  feet  and  a  half  below  the  level  of  the 
roadway.  The  suspending  power  of  the  chains  is  calculated  at  two  thousand  and 
sixteen  tons ;  and  the  total  weight  of  each  chain  is  one  hundred  and  twenty-one 
tons. 

Since  the  day  it  was  first  opened,  the  Menai  Bridge  has  been  the  wonder  of 
every  traveller,  an  object  of  pilgrimage  for  scientific  men  of  all  countries,  and  a 
source  of  daily  advantage  to  the  United  Kingdom,  which  no  other  work  would 
have  supplied.  "  The  visiting  of  the  Menai  Bridge,"  says  Mr.  Smith,  in  his  Guide 
to  Snowdonia^  "  forms  a  new  era  in  the  lives  of  those  who  have  not  had  that 
pleasure,  and  is  a  renewed  luxury  to  those  who  have.  There  is  something  to  be 
admired  at  every  step :  the  effect  of  a  passing  carriage ;  the  vibration  caused  by  the 
mere  appHcation  of  the  hand  to  the  suspending-rods ;  the  depth  of  a  hundred  feet 
to  the  level  of  the  water ;  the  fine  view  of  the  Straits  in  both  directions ;  the  lofty 
pillar  erected  in  honour  of  Lord  Anglesey  ;  the  diminutive  appearance  of  persons 
on  the  shore ;  the  excellence  and  strength  of  the  workmanship,  the  beauty  of  the 
arches  over  the  road  tlirough  the  suspension-piers,  and  the  echo  in  them,  all  con- 
spire to  fascinate  and  detain  the  spectator.  There  is  so  much  elegance,  beauty, 
and  magnificence,  in  this  grand  work  of  art,  that  it  harmonizes  and  accords  per- 
fectly with  the  natural  scenery  around;  and  although  in  itself  an  object  of  admi- 
ration, still,  in  connexion  with  the  features  of  the  landscape,  it  heightens  the  effect 
of  the  general  view." 

"  Seen,  as  I  approached  it,"  says  Mr.  Roscoe,  "in  the  clear  light  of  an 
autumnal  sunset,  which  threw  a  splendour  over  the  wide  range  of  hills  beyond, 
and  the  sweep  of  richly  variegated  groves  and  plantations  which  covered  their 
base;  the  bright  river,  the  rocky  picturesque  foreground;  villas,  spires,  and 
towers  here  and  there  enlivening  the  prospect — the  Menai  Bridge  appeared  more 
like  the  work  of  some  great  magician  than  the  mere  result  of  man's  skill  and 
industry."  Such  were  the  encomiums  lavished  upon  the  first  bridge  which 
crossed  the  Menai;  but  men  have  since  learned  to  view  this  structure  with 
diminished  admiration.  Telford's  great  work  no  longer  stands  alone.  The 
tubular  bridge  of  his  great  successor,  Stephenson,  has  taken  its  place  beside  the 
older  and  lighter  work,  and  the  very  fact  of  its  existence  tends  to  diminish  the 
wonder  with  which  the  first  was  looked  upon. 


PORT  PENRHYN  AND  BANGOK. 

Bangok,  although  a  city  and  the  oldest  sec  in  tlic  iirinci[(ality,  is  inconsi- 
derable in  size  and  population ;  but  the  natural  beauty  of  its  situation,  the 
advantages  which  it  commands  from  its  iuland  as  well  as  maritime  connexion, 
and  its  excellent  societ}',  render  the  town  and  environs  a  most  desirable  place  of 
residence,  as  well  as  a  favourite  resort  for  those  families  and  individuals  who 
employ  the  summer  months  in  the  pursuit  of  health,  recreation,  or  improvement. 
The  numerous  walks,  rides,  and  drives  in  the  vicinity,  all  enhanced  by  their 
immediate  and  varied  prospects  of  the  sea,  ofter  those  facilities  to  health  and 
enjoyment  which  cannot  be  too  higlily  appreciated  either  by  the  tourist  or  resident. 
The  city  consists  principally  of  one  irregular  street,  fully  a  mile  in  length,  with  a 
fine  vista  towards  the  Menai — a  name  which  the  genius  of  Telford  has  rendered 
tiimiliar  to  all  the  admirers  of  science  and  art.  The  houses  are  well-built,  of  a 
moderate  size,  neat  in  their  appearance,  and  present  to  the  stranger's  eye  a  pleasing 
air  of  domestic  comfort  and  progressive  improvement.  In  the  latter  respect,  no 
year  passes  away  without  contributing  something  to  the  public  ornament  or  utility 
— objects  which  are  zealously  patronised  by  the  influential  inhabitants,  and 
encouraged  by  those  numerous  and  spirited  visitors,  estimated  at  fifty  thousand 
annually,  whom  business  or  relaxation  attract  to  the  place.  But  to  convey  the 
best  proof  of  the  advances  which  Bangor  has  realised  in  the  scale  of  provincial 
importance,  and  in  all  that  has  immediate  reference  to  social  and  local  improve- 
ments, we  need  only  state  tiiat  at  the  commencement  of  the  present  century  the 
number  of  houses  was  only  ninety-three,  but  that  now  It  amounts  to  nine  hundred 
or  upwards.  During  three-quarters  of  the  year  a  regular  communication  between 
Bangor  and  Liverpool  is  kept  up  by  the  steamboats  that  ply  along  this  romantic  and 
much-frequented  coast,  and  which  contribute  greatly  to  the  interests  of  the  place. 
Tiie  environs  are  enlivened  by  many  picturesque  villas,  and  every  accommodation 
is;  provided  in  I  lie  hotels  and  private  lodging-houses  for  the  reception  of  visitors. 

The  great  object  of  general  interest  at  Bangor  is  its  cathedral, — a  very  ancient 
and  venerable  structure, — the  foundation  of  which  was  among  the  earhest  of 
those  primitive  temples  which  marked  the  triumphant  progress  of  Christianity  on 
the  British  soil.     It  is  understood  to  have  been  founded  by  St.  Da'^iel,  at  the 
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pommencement  of  the  sixth  century,  and  bears  the  sainted  name  of  the  founder. 
The  choir  was  built  by  Bishop  Deane,  in  or  about  1496,  and  is  used  only  for  the 
cathedral  service.  The  nave,  built  by  Bishop  Skivington  in  1532,  is  fitted  up  as 
A  parish  church  ;  and  in  one  of  the  transepts  the  sc:"vice  is  read  in  tlic  Welsh 
tongue. 

The  free  school, — founded  in  1557  by  Dr.  Glynn,  brother  of  the  bishop  of 
that  name, — five  daily  schools  within  the  parish,  the  central  National  school, 
lour  Sunday-schools,  and  almshouses,  give  a  most  favourable  impression  of  the 
religious  and  civil  advantages  enjoyed  by  the  inhabitants  of  Bangor,  who  evince  a 
spirit  and  zeal  worthy  of  those  blessings  which,  in  compajison  with  other  and  lar 
more  populous  towns,  place  them  in  so  enviable  a  position. 

The  principal  export  is  the  product  of  the  slate-quarries,  which  is  conveyed 
on  a  railway  from  Llandegai,  six  miles  distant,  to  port  Penrhyn,  at  the  egress  of 
the  river  Cegid  into  the  Menai.  This  port  is  now  capable  of  receiving  vessels  of 
large  burden.  It  is  nine  hundred  feet  in  length,  and  in  all  respects  well  adapted 
for  the  trading-craft  which  here  take  in  their  cargoes.  The  slates  are  of  all 
dimensions,  from  large  tombstone  slabs  down  to  the  smallest  size  for  roofing.  For 
cyphering-slates,  inkstands,  and  other  fancy  articles,  there  is  a  manufactory  near  the 
port.  At  a  short  distance  is  a  handsome  building  containing  hot  and  cold  sea- 
water  baths,  with  rooms  for  dressing  and  refresliinent.  The  construction  of  this 
establishment,  with  its  terrace  and  other  appurtenances,  is  said  to  have  cost  the 
late  Lord  Penrhyn  tliirty  thousand  pounds.  In  the  straits  of  Menai  there  is  a 
good  fishery,  near  Garth  Ferry.  There  is  a  weekly  market  every  Friday  ;  and 
fairs  are  held  in  April,  June,  September,  and  October.  No  stranger  should 
neglect  to  visit  Penrhyn  Castle,  one  of  tlie  finest  baronial  mansions  in  Europe. 


BEAUMARiy, 


ANGLESEA. 


«  I  have  stood  gazing  on  Snow  don  and  Plinlimmon,  the  vale  of  Clwvd,  the  straits  of  Menai — lake, 
river, sea,  and  land— till  they  seemed  of  themselves  to  say,  Stranger,  well  mayst  thou  gaze!  we  merit 
thine  admiration — we  are  of  God  !" 

Beaumaris  is  finely  situated  on  the  picturesque  banks  of  the  Menai,  where 
it  opens  into  the  bay,  and  presents  many  attractions  derived  from  its  historical 
monuments,  its  natural  advantages,  and  modem  improvements.  As  the  principal 
town  in  the  island  and  county  of  Anglesea,  it  has  long  been  a  place  of  fashionable 
resort,  and  being  at  the  same  time  the  borough  and  market-town,  it  is  a  scene  of 
considerable  activity,  cheerfulness,  and  animation.  It  is  in  general  well  built ; 
particularly  one  street,  the  houses  of  which  are  large  and  commodious,  and  of 
superior  design  and  execution.  Of  the  original  wall  by  which  it  was  once  en- 
closed, considerable  portions  still  remain — sufficient  to  demonstrate,  by  their 
massive  strength  and  durability,  the  iron  features,  and  the  no  less  iron  policy  of 
feudal  times.  The  castle — erected  by  Edward  the  First,  and  now  an  imposing  ruin 
close  to  the  town — covers  a  large  space  of  ground,  but  stands  too  low  to  produce 
that  effect  upon  the  spectator  which  it  would  have  done  had  it,  like  so  many  of  its 
cotemporaries,  occupied  an  isolated  and  commanding  position.  It  is  surrounded 
by  a  deep  fosse,  with  an  entrance  between  two  embattled  walls  on  the  east,  with 
round  and  square  towers.  The  gate  opens  into  a  spacious  court,  measuring  fifty- 
seven  yards  by  sixty,  with  four  square  towers,  and  an  advanced-work  on  the  east, 
called  the  Gunner's  Walk.  Within  these  was  the  keep — the  body  of  the  castle — 
nearly  square,  having  a  round  tower  at  each  angle,  and  another  in  the  centre  of 
each  facade.  The  area  forms  an  irregular  octagon,  of  the  dimensions  above  named. 
In  tlae  middle  of  the  north  side  is  the  hall,  twenty  yards  long  by  twelve  broad, 
with  two  round  towers,  and  several  others  about  the  inner  and  outer  walls,  built 
of  a  bluish  stone  intermixed  with  square  stones,  which  produce  a  rather  novel  and 
pleasing  effect. 

There  appears  to  have  been  originally  a  communication  round  the  whole 
buildings  of  the  inner  court  by  means  of  a  gallery  two  yards  broad,  and  which  still 
remains  nearly  entire.     In  various  recesses  in  different  parts  of  the  sides  of  this 
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gallery  are  square  apertures,  which  appear  to  have  had  trap-doors  or  openings  into 
a  dungeon  heneath.  The  two  eastern  towers  served  also  as  dungeons,  with  a  dark 
and  narrow  descent  to  each — sufficiently  characteristic  of  the  dark  and  despotic 
pur[)i)ses  to  which  tiiey  were  applied.  On  the  oast  side  of  this  building  are  the 
remains  of  a  very  small  chapel,  arched  and  ribbed  with  painting  and  intersecting 
arches  ;  also  some  Gothic  pilasters  and  narrow  lancet-headed  windows,  and  various 
compartments,  with  closets  constructed — after  the  manner  of  those  times — in  the 
centre  of  the  massive  walls. 

When  Edward  the  First  built  the  town,  and  erected  it  into  a  corporation,  he 
endowed  it  at  the  same  time  with  various  lands  and  privileges  of  considerable 
value,  in  order  to  secure  more  firmly  his  possessions  in  the  island,  and  changed 
its  name  from  Bonover  to  Beaumaris,  in  allusion,  it  is  supposed,  to  its  low  but 
pleasant  situation.  He  caused  also  a  canal  to  be  cut,  in  order  that  vessels  might 
be  brought  up  close  under  the  battlements  to  discharge  their  cargoes,  as  the  iron 
mooring-rings  affixed  to  the  walls  clearly  indicate. 

The  church,  which  forms  a  prominent  feature  in  the  picture  of  Beaumaris,  is  a 
spacious  and  very  elegant  structure,  having  a  lofty  square  tower,  visible  at  a  great 
distance,  and  presenting  in  all  its  proportions  and  compartments  a  fine  specimen  of 
ecclesiastical  architecture.  The  other  public  buildings  consist  of  the  county-hull, 
the  town-hall,  the  free-school,  and  the  custom-house  ;  each  possessing,  in  an 
eminent  degree,  every  ornament  and  accommodation  befitting  buildings  of  their 
class  and  destination.  The  view  from  the  green  commands  a  striking  ])rospect  oi 
the  most  interesting  portion  of  the  Menai  Strait,  bounded  in  the  distance  by  the 
Caernarvon  mountains,  which  gradually  overtop  each  other  till  they  unite  in  the 
majestic  Snowdon,  whose  summit — now  belted  with  clouds,  and  now  glittering  in 
the  sunshine — asserts  his  claim  to  undivided  empire  as  "  Sovian  "  of  the  British 
Alps. 

With  respect  to  trade,  Beaumaris  can  hardly  be  said  to  enjoy  any  exclusive 
advantages:  the  vessels  belonging  to  the  port  are  generally  hired  by  neighbouring 
merchants  and  others,  who  have  trading  connexions  with  Liverpool  and  other 
ports  on  the  English  and  Tri.-h  sides  of  the  Channel.  The  bay,  though  not 
spacious,  is  safe  and  commodious,  and  affords  shelter  and  good  anchorage  for 
vessels  that  take  refuge  here  in  tempestuous  weather.  The  town  has  a  weekly 
market  on  Wednesdays,  and  three  annual  cattle  fairs  in  February,  September,  an<l 
December.  During  the  season  it  is  much  resorted  to  as  bathing-quarters,  and  has 
everything  to  recommend  it  as  a  summer  residence.  A  steam-boat  plies  regularly 
between  this  and  Liverpool,  thereby  affording  every  facility  to  visitors,  and  jire- 
sentinf  in  the  passage  a  rich  succession  of  beautiful,  picturesque,  and  sublime 
sceacry,  which  successively  invites  and  fascinates  the  eye  of  the  spectator 
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Holyhead  is  familiar  to  every  reader  as  the  favourite  point  of  rendezvous 
for  all  who  are  on  their  way  to  the  Irish  capital.  By  the  admirable  arrange- 
ments of  the  Post-office,  and  the  sure  and  swift-sailing  packets  tliat  ;ire  here  in 
regular  attendance,  a  passage  across  the  Channel  is  now  a  matter  of  as  much 
certainty,  as  to  time,  as  that  of  the  mail  from  London.  The  perfect  order  and 
the  surprising  expedition  with  which  passengers  and  despatches  ma}-  thus  be 
forwarded  to  and  from  Dublin  are  the  general  theme  of  admiration  amongst 
foreigners,  and  a  means  of  vast  accommodation  to  our  own  commercial  houses. 
During  a  long  series  of  years  the  improvement  of  Holyhead  has  engaged  the 
special  attention  of  Government ;  every  suggestion,  entitled  to  the  approbation  of 
skilful  and  experienced  engineers,  has  been  liberally  carried  into  effect :  so  that 
in  the  present  day  it  seems  hardly  possible  that  any  packet-station  can  offer  greater 
facilities  for  all  the  purposes  of  Government,  or  for  the  interests  of  social  and 
commercial  intercourse,  than  Holyhead.  The  steam-vessels  which  carry  the  daily 
mails  are  of  the  best  possible  construction,  commanded  by  experienced  naval 
officers,  and  affording  excellent  accommodation  for  the  passengers  who  are  con- 
stantly passing  to  and  fro  between  the  British  and  Irish  shores. 

The  harbour  of  Holyhead  is  shaped  by  the  natural  cliffs  which  overhang  the 
sea,  on  the  verge  of  which  stand  the  ancient  sanctuary  of  the  place  and  its 
cemetery.  The  foundation  of  tlus  church — originally  a  small  monastery — 
dates  from  the  close  of  the  fourth  century:  it  was  long  afterwards  remodelled 
into  a  college  of  presbyters  by  one  of  the  Lords  of  Anglesey ;  and,  after  under- 
going many  alterations  suitable  to  the  varying  taste  of  the  ages  through  which  it 
has  passed,  it  assumed  its  present  appearance — that  of  an  embattled  edifice  built 
m  the  shape  of  a  cross. 

Under  the  Head — the  mountain  from  which  the  harbour  takes  its  name,  and 
which  overshadows  the  town  —  are  two  rocky  eminences  nearly  opposite  tlie 
church,  both  of  which  are  crowned  with  ruins  which  carry  the  mind  far  back 
among  the  bright  days  of  Cambrian  independence.  In  the  rock  is  a  wide  and 
lofty  cavern,  supported  by  natural  columns,  on  which  tradition  has  conferred  the 
title  of  the  Parliament-house ;  and  it  is  not  to  be  denied  that  patriotic  legislators 
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have  been  often  worse  accommodated.  This  curiosity  requires  to  be  visited  in  a 
boat.  On  the  highest  point  stands  an  uncemented  circular  stone  wall,  about  ten 
feet  in  circumference,  which  is  conjectured  to  have  served  as  a  pharos  in  ancient 
times;  for  this  coast  has  a  perilous  celebrity  attached  to  it,  and  no  vessel  could 
safely  approach  the  haven  by  night  without  a  warning  signal  of  this  kind. 

The  pier  of  Holyhead  is  admirably  constructed.  It  is  built  on  a  small  island 
north  of  the  harbour,  called  Inys-halen,  and  combines  in  an  eminent  degree  the 
requisites  of  security  and  accommodation  in  a  work  of  such  importance  to  the 
interests  of  trade.  The  foundation  was  laid  in  1809,  under  fortunate  au?pices; 
and  the  grand  object,  which  had  been  so  long  and  anxiously  cherished,  was  haj)pily 
accomplished,  under  the  able  direction  of  Mr.  Rennie,  within  a  comparatively 
short  period.  It  has  a  depth  of  four  fathoms  water,  so  that  vessels  of  heavy 
burden  can  ride  at  anchor  in  perfect  safety.  At  the  extremity  is  a  lighthouse, 
finely  proportioned,  substantially  built,  and  highly  ornamental  as  well  as  useful 
to  the  pier  and  harbour. 

The  pier  extends  a  thousand  feet  in  length ;  and  close  adjoining  to  it  are  the 
Custom-house,  with  several  respectable  family  houses,  among  which  are  those  for 
the  harbour-master  and  resident  engineers.  The  lighthouse  contains  twenty  lamps 
and  reflectors,  at  an  elevation  of  more  than  fifty  feet  above  the  sea,  and  exhibiting 
in  every  direction  a  steady  blaze  of  light.  At  the  present  time,  works  for  im- 
proving and  enlarging  the  harbour  are  proceeding  on  a  very  extensive  scale,  and 
bid  fixir,  uj^on  conivhtion,  to  ruEder  Holyhead  one  of  the  first  h&rbours  of  the 
United  KicgdoiH. 


THE  SOUTHSTACK  LIGHTHOUSE, 

HOLYHEAD. 

"  Aoproaching  it  from  the  water,  its  singular  aspect,  its  wild  site  and  deserted  air — the  lighthoow 
l<  wering  seventy  feet  in  heigni — the  neat,  comfortable  dwellings  close  under  its  guardian  wing — the  gonnds 
of  life  and  industry  mingled  with  the  lashing  of  the  sea — and  the  cry  of  innumerable  birds,  ever  circling 
above  and  around — were  altogether  of  so  unwonted  a  character,  that,  had  I  been  transported  to  the 
antipodes,  I  could  not  have  felt  more  unfeigned  surprise." — RoscOE. 

Few  objects  on  the  British  coast  excite  more  indi  vidual  interest  than  the 
subject  of  this  ilhistration.  The  singularity  of  its  position,  the  difficulties  which 
attended  its  erection,  the  grand  objects  of  humanity  to  which  it  has  been  made  sub- 
servient, are  all  calculated  to  interest  the  heart,  and  aiford  scope  for  the  imagination. 

The  Southstack  islet  is  about  thirty  yards  from  the  rock  known  as  the  Head; 
and  on  this  the  lighthouse  was  erected  in  1809,  under  the  direction  of  Captain 
Evans,  of  the  Royal  Navy.  Its  form  is  that  of  a  round  tower,  the  foundation  of 
which  is  a  hundred  and  forty  feet,  and  the  light  two  hundred  feet  above  the  sea  — 
so  that  It  embraces  within  its  sphere  the  whole  bay  of  Caernarvon.  The  approach 
by  water  to  this  remarkable  sanctuary  of  human  life  is  well  calculated  to  make  a 
lasting  impression  upon  every  visitor,  and  should  never  be  omitted  where  a 
favourable  opportunity  is  presented  by  the  state  of  the  weather.  It  is  here  that  the 
extremes  of  natural  desolation  and  human  industry  are  brought  into  juxtaposition ; 
where  human  enterprise  has  established  an  asylum  amidst  the  ruins  of  nature,  the 
war  of  waves,  the  wreck  of  tempests,  to  shed  the  "  light  of  hope  "  over  the  heart 
of  many  a  despairing  mariner. 

Happily  for  the  cause  of  humanity,  vast  efforts  have  been  made,  and  are 
continually  making,  to  diminish  where  they  cannot  entirely  remove  the  dangers 
which  have  so  long  invested  our  native  coast ;  and  it  is  impossible  to  calculate  the 
number  of  lives  and  the  amount  of  merchandise  which  have  thus  been  saved  from 
imminent  destruction.  Much,  however,  still  remains  to  be  effected — much  that  is 
really  practicable — and  it  is  earnestly  to  be  desired  that  the  attention  of  Government 
should  be  constantly  directed  to  those  points  on  which  the  science  of  the  engineer 
can  be  most  beneficially  employed.     Holyhead  in  particular  is  still  susceptible  of 
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vast  improvements ;  and  with  the  addition  of  a  capacious  outer  harbour,  sufficient 
to  admit  merchant-vessels  and  others  of  larger  size  than  those  now  frequenting  the 
port,  it  would  speedily  realize  all  that  could  be  wished  for  by  those  most  interested 
in  the  welfare  of  the  place,  and  in  the  prosperity  of  trade.  This  is  also  a  subject 
well  deserving  of  attention  on  the  part  of  the  Admiralty  ;  for,  with  proper  accom- 
modation, her  Majesty's  ships,  in  the  event  of  a  war,  might  be  advantageously 
stationed  at  this  port,  so  as  to  secure  free  intercourse,  and  serve  as  a  protection  to 
the  coast,  which  is  now  in  a  defenceless  condition  and  open  to  ary  attempt  at 
hostile  aggression.  We  are  happy  that  this  question  has  received  the  consideration 
of  lier  Majesty's  Government ;  and  feel  assured  that  the  steps  which  are  now 
making  towards  the  accomplishment  of  so  great  a  desideratum  will  ensure  the 
grateful  approbation  of  the  public,  and  the  increased  prosperity  of  Holyhead. 

The  Southstack,  as  already  mentioned,  is  cut  off  from  the  promontory  by  a 
deep  cha.sm  thirty  yards  in  width,  through  which  the  sea  roars  and  bolls  with  great 
Ibrce  and  impetuosity.  To  cross  this  formidable  ravine  an  oriental  rope-bridge 
was  formerly  employed,  that  is — a  sliding  basket  was  attached  to  the  cable,  which 
was  secured  at  either  side  of  the  abyss ;  the  passenger  entered  the  basket,  and  by 
the  ingenious  working  of  lateral  pulleys  it  was  sent  off  or  hauled  in,  according  to 
the  arrival  or  departure  of  visitors.  This  hempen  apparatus  was  replaced  in  1827 
by  a  handsome  suspension-bridge,  on  the  same  principles  as  that  over  the  Menai. 
It  was  suggested  by  the  intelligent  veteran  already  mentioned.  Captain  Evans,  and 
has  answered  every  purpose  contemplated  in  its  erection.  The  roadway  is  five 
feet  in  widtli,  and  its  height  above  high-water  mark  is  about  seventy  feet.  The 
airy  span  of  this  bridge  is  highly  graceful  and  picturesque,  and  adds  greatly  to  the 
interest  of  the  picture.  On  the  rock,  close  under  the  walls  of  the  lighthouse,  are 
several  cottages  for  the  use  of  the  Superintendent  and  those  under  his  command. 
Tlie  different  points  of  view  which  it  comprises  are  all  deeply  interesting  to  a 
stranger,  particularly  from  the  lighthouse,  where  the  sphere  of  vision  is  greatly 
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EAGLE  TOWER, 

CAERNARVON   CASTLE 

Caernarvon  Castle,  of  which  the  Engraving  annexed  presents  so  faithful 
and  striking  a  resemblance,  is  a  subject  of  no  ordinary  interest:  it  generally 
engrosses  the  attention  of  all  strangers  in  these  parts,  and  is,  in  every  sense,  one 
of  the  noblest  specimens  of  castellated  architecture  in  existence.  Like  so  many 
others  of  similar  design  and  execution,  this  fortress  owes  its  origin  to  the  policy  of 
Edward  the  First,  who  built  it,  according  to  contemporary  history,  by  appro- 
priating the  revenues  of  the  See  of  York,  then  vacant,  to  the  purposes  of  warlike 
enterprise  and  ambition.  The  town  is  understood  to  have  arisen  under  the  same 
auspices.  The  Castle  defends  it  on  the  south  by  means  of  a  narrow,  deep  moat  in 
front.  In  its  west  wall  are  three  circular  towers,  with  two  others  on  either  side, 
and  a  narrow  gate  or  entrance,  over  which  is  placed  a  bare-headed  figure  with 
flowing  locks, — the  statue  of  the  founder, — holding  in  his  left  hand  a  sword,  which 
he  draws  with  his  right  hand, — or  rather,  perhaps,  is  returning  to  its  scabbard,  in 
allusion  to  the  subjugation  of  the  Welsh, — and  a  defaced  shield  under  his  feet. 
This  gate  leads  to  a  narrow,  oblong  court.  At  the  west  end  is  a  polygon,  or  many- 
sided  tower,  with  three  others  of  hexagonal  form  above,  and  eagles  sculptured  on 
the  battlements,  from  which  it  received  the  name,  preserved  in  the  Engraving,  of 
the  ''  Eagle  Tower."  It  is  a  noble  structure,  having  ten  sides,  and  a  staircase  of 
three  hundred  steps  to  the  battlements.  In  this  tower  is  the  birth-chamber  of 
Edward  the  Second, — the  first  Prince  of  VVales,* — whose  nativity,  on  the  25th  of 
April,  1284,  was  an  humiliating  epoch  to  the  spirit  of  Cambrian  freedom.  The 
room  measures  only  eleven  feet  by  seven, — dimensions  little  in  accordance  with 
the  importance  attached  to  that  event, — but  still  in  some  measure  characteristic  of 

*  The  origin  of  the  motto  IcH  Dien — I  serve — is  generally  attributed  to  Edward  the  Black  Prince 
who,  in  leading  the  vanguard  of  his  army  to  the  battle  of  Cressy,  slew  John  of  Luxemburg,  King  of 
Bohemia,  and  then  deplumed  his  helmet  of  those  ostrich  feathers  which,  in  memory  of  this  victory,  became 
his  coffnisance., — sometimes  using  one  feather,  at  others  three,  as  appears  on  his  seals  and  tomb,  with 
scrolls  containing  this  motto,  IcH  Dien.  But  the  ancient  arms  of  the  princes  of  Wales,  while  they  were 
independent  sovereigns,  were  quarterly  gules  and  or,  four  liona  paesan'.,  counterchanged.  The  Charter  of 
Edward  the  First  to  liis  son  ia  dated  Mareii  24111,  1305,— i.e.  when  the  Prince  had  attained  his  majority 
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the  fortunes  of  the  royal  heir,  who,  after  an  eventful  reign,  was  destined  at  last  to 
perish  by  a  horrible  death  in  the  dungeon-room  of  Berkeley  Castle.  Adjoining 
this  chamber  is  a  semicircular  apartment,  traditionally  described  as  the  King's 
Xurscry. 

The  Castle  and  the  court  which  it  encloses  are  very  nearly  a  mile  in  circum- 
ference. From  the  outside,  twelve  towers  are  seen ;  out  of  which,  as  observed  in 
those  of  Conway  Castle,  issue  several  smaller  angular  turrets,  which,  relieved 
against  the  horizon,  produce  a  very  picturesque  effect.  A  gateway  on  the  south 
side  of  tlie  Castle  is  called  the  Queen's  Gate,  from  the  circumstance  of  Queen 
Eleanor  having  entered  tlie  fortress  through  this  gate,  by  a  temporary  bridge 
erected  for  the  occasion. 

Our  limits  do  not  permit  us  to  indulge  in  more  minute  description  of  this  vast 
and  imposing  fortress,  which,  from  the  state  of  repair  in  which  it  is  still  kept,  may 
brave  the  changes  of  season  and  the  fury  of  the  elements  for  many  generations  to 
come.  Externally  it  is  still  entire,  and  challenges  the  admiration  of  all  who  have 
the  least  taste  for  what  is  sublime  and  striking  in  architecture.  The  castle-walls 
are  still  washed  by  the  sea  on  the  north  and  west,  as  they  formerly  were  on  the 
south.  Founded  upon  a  rock,  and  occupying  so  strong  a  position,  it  might  well 
have  been  considered  Impregnable  in  the  absence  of  gunpowder.  Immense  as  the 
structure  appears,  it  is  said  to  have  been  liuilt  within  the  short  space  of  twelve 
months ;  a  fact  which  would  appear  Incredible,  did  we  not  reflect  that  in  those 
days  of  bitter  vassalage  the  mil  of  the  sovereign  was  a  law  that  could  not  be 
transgressed  without  certain  destruction  to  the  offenders.  If  a  work  was  considered 
Impracticable,  or  of  doubtful  accomplishment,  all  hesitation  was  removed — all 
difficulties  cancelled — by  these  expressive  words,  Le  Roi  Fa  voulu!  And  under 
the  more  than  magical  Influence  of  this  laconic  phrase,  the  "towery  fortress  "of 
Caernarvon  may  have  sprung  into  sudden  existence 
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-  "  Rifled  towers 


That,  beetling  o'er  the  rock,  rear  the  grey  crest 
Embattled." 

The  first  royal  charter  granted  in  the  Principality  of  Wales  was  that  con- 
ferred on  the  town  ot  Caernarvon  by  Edward  the  First.  It  is  a  place  of  great 
historical  interest  and  importance,  and,  in  connexion  with  its  magnificent  castle, 
presents  one  of  the  most  imposing  features  on  the  British  coast.  The  town  is  not 
large ;  but  the  recent  improvements — public  and  private — which  have  been  carried 
into  effect  have  materially  contributed  to  its  internal  convenience  and  outward 
embellishment.  Of  these  the  Baths  demand  especial  notice,  as  one  of  the  principal 
recommendations  to  strangers  and  invalids  who  resort  to  this  part  of  the  Cambrian 
shore  either  for  health  or  relaxation.  The  building  in  itself  is  a  good  specimen 
of  classical  taste — combining  elegance  of  design  with  excellent  workmanship,  and 
presenting,  in  the  distribution  of  its  apartments,  every  convenience  for  the  recep- 
tion of  visiters  and  invalids,  a  choice  of  hot  and  cold  sea-water  baths,  with  Uie 
appendage  of  comfortable  dressing-rooms.  For  those  who  have  the  pleasure  in 
the  "  cold  plunge,"  as  the  means  of  bracing  the  relaxed  system  by  the  exercise  of 
swimming,  there  is  excellent  accommodation  in  a  capacious  bath,  appropriated  to 
that  salutary  purpose,  which  is  refreshed  by  a  constant  supply  of  water  drawn  by 
a  steam-engine  from  the  sea  through  iron  pipes,  and  received  into  large  reservoirs 
of  the  same  metal.  This  edifice,  which  combines  in  an  eminent  degree  the  useful 
and  ornamental,  was  built  at  the  expense  of  the  Marquess  of  Anglesey,  and  is  said 
to  have  cost  upwards  of  ten  thousand  pounds. 

■\Vithin  the  walls  this  ancient  town  is  intersected  by  ten  streets,  crossing  each 
other  at  right-angles,  which,  at  various  points,  fix  the  stranger's  attention  by  those 
features  and  recollections  of  "  other  times"  with  which  they  are  so  closely  asso- 
ciated. Of  these,  the  main  or  high  street  runs  from  the  land  to  the  Water-o-ate 
and  is  a  very  fair  specimen  of  that  architecture  which  characterises  almost  all 
town  buildings  of  the  feudal  period.  Beyond  the  walls  the  town  assumes  a  very 
different  cliaracter;  elegance,  taste,  and  comfort,  and  those  features  which  mark 
the  progress  of  art  and  refinement,  are  brought  into  immediate  view;   while 


CAERNARVON  CASTLE. 

numerous  cottages,  and  several  villas  of  handsome  design  and  finely  situated, 
throw  an  air  of  luxury  and  domestic  comfort  over  the  rural  suburbs,  the  natural 
character  of  which  is  highly  favourable  to  buildings  of  this  description.  The 
town  is  well  paved,  lighted  with  gas,  and  abundantly  supphed  with  water. 

Tlie  Port  of  Caernarvon  has  accommodation  for  shipping  not  exceeding  four 
hundred  tons  burden,  and  is  frequented  by  a  great  number  of  vessels  in  the 
coasting-trade,  as  well  as  by  others  in  connexion  with  London,  Liverpool,  Glasgow, 
Dublin,  Cork,  Bristol,  and  various  port-towns  in  the  United  Kingdom.  The 
principal  exports  consist  of  slate  and  copper-ore,  the  inland  transport  of  which 
has  been  greatly  facilitated  since  the  construction  of  the  railway.  The  imports 
are  chiefly  colonial  produce,  Birmingham  and  Manchester  goods,  and  various 
articles  of  home-consumption  from  the  London  markets.  The  quay  and  harbour 
of  Caernarvon,  which  formerly  presented  serious  obstacles  to  the  shipping  interest 
on  account  of  the  bar  at  the  entrance,  have  been  so  improved  that  the  danger,  if 
not  entirely  removed,  is  at  least  so  far  diminished  as  to  excite  little  apprehension 
ibr  the  safety  of  the  ordinary  craft  in  connexion  with  this  port.  To  defray  the 
expense  of  these  public  works.  Government  has  levied  additional  port-dues ;  and 
it  is  much  to  be  wished  that,  in  all  other  harbours  of  difficult  or  dangerous  access, 
the  same  advantages  could  be  obtained  on  similar  conditions. 

Tlie  town  is  now,  agreeably  to  the  Municipal  Act,  divided  into  two  wards, 
and  governed  by  a  mayor,  six  aldermen,  and  eighteen  councillors.  In  addition 
to  the  picturesque  civic  retreats  already  alluded  to,  as  giving  so  much  animation 
to  the  native  scenery,  the  neighbourhood  is  embellished  with  the  baronial  seats  of 
the  Marquess  of  Anglesey,  Lord  Boston,  and  Lord  Newborough.  The  ruins  of 
iSegontium,  several  Koman  stations,  part  of  a  military  road,  and  a  considerable 
number  of  primitive  domestic  edifices,  are  among  the  chief  objects  of  antiquity 
■which  deserve  the  attention  of  visiters  to  tiiis  neighbourhood. 
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HARLECH     CASTLE, 


NORTH   WA.LE8. 


"  The  tower  that  long  had  stood 
'i  he  crash  of  thunder  and  the  warriDj;  wid'k, 
Shook  by  the  slow  but  sure  destroyer — Tinif, 
Now  hangs  in  doubtful  ruins  o'er  its  base." 


Harlech  Castle,  according  to  the  Welsh  historians,  derives  its  origin  from 
Maelgwyn  Gwynedd,  prince  of  North  Wales,  who  flourished  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  sixth  century.  The  present  castle  appears  to  have  been  rebuilt  by 
Edward  L,  on  the  foundations  of  the  original  fortress,  portions  of  which  are  still 
observable  in  the  masonry  of  the  latter  epoch,  so  well  known  as  the  "  castle-building 
reign"  in  England.  In  the  reign  of  Henry  IV.  the  castle  was  seized  by  Owen 
Glendower,  but  was  retaken  four  years  later  ;  and,  after  the  battle  of  North- 
ampton, in  1460,  afforded  temporary  shelter  to  Margaret  of  Anjou. 

In  1468,  the  castle  of  Harlech  was  captured,  after  a  short  siege,  by  the  Earl  ol 
Pembroke;  of  whom  Sir  John  Wynne,  in  his  history  of  the  Gwydir  family, 
quotes  some  Cambrian  lines  expressive  of  the  ravages  committed  by  iiim  in  the 
counties  of  Merioneth  and  Denbigh  at  that  imhappy  period.  The  last  of  the 
many  tempestuous  scenes  with  which  this  fortress  has  been  visited  occurred  in 
1647,  when  William  Owen,  with  a  garrison  of  only  twenty  men,  surrendered  it 
to  Cromwell's  forces  under  General  Mytton;  but  this  was  not  accomplished  till 
every  other  castle  in  Wales  had  deserted  the  royal  cause. 

This  castle  is  a  strong  square  building,  with  a  round-tower  at  each  angle,  and 
one  of  the  same  form  at  each  side  of  the  gateway.  Besides  these  there  are  four 
other  turrets,  smaller  and  higher,  which  rise  above  the  towers  at  the  angles,  and 
are  in  a  more  dilapidated  state.  The  entrance  is  under  a  pointed  arch,  which 
formerly  contained  six  gates  of  massive  strength  and  construction.  Although 
the  roofs,  doors,  and  casements  of  this  interesting  stronghold  have  long  dis- 
apiieared,  it  still  presents  in  the  distance  an  air  of  even  habitable  preservation. 
There  are  the  remains  of  stone  staircases  in  every  tower,  and  in  the  area  one  of 
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tliese,  leading  to  the  top  of  the  battlements,  is  ftill  entire.  In  all  the  rooms  firo- 
{iluces,  witii  pointed  arches,  are  visible,  as  well  as  window  recesses,  which  in  the 
state  apartments  arc  three  in  a  row,  and  of  spacious  dimensions;  while  those  in 
the  smaller  rooms  gradually  contract  outwards  till  they  terminate  in  a  "  slit"  or 
loophole,  as  in  most  otlicr  castles  of  this  style  and  period. 

The  view  of  Harlech  Castle  is  among  the  finest  in  this  picturesque  and  inter- 
esting country;  the  situation  is  commanding,  and  the  effect  of  these  venerable 
towers  and  battlements,  as  they  first  burst  upon  the  traveller's  eye,  is  strikingly 
hold  and  impressive.  His  fancy  is  hurried  back  to  the  d;iys  of  other  times :  the 
shades  of  native  harpers  and  native  heroes  flit  before  his  eye  ;  liistory  and  romance 
divide  the  empire  of  liIs  mind ;  and  for  a  time  he  rests  with  mute  but  intense 
interest  on  tliese  castellated  landmarks  of  Cambrian  history. 

The  rock  upon  which  the  fortress  is  built  rises  from  the  Gamlas, — a  level 
marsh,  resembhng  water  in  the  distance,  nearly  a  mile  in  breadth,  and  which  it  is 
probable  was  once  covered  by  the  sea.  On  the  side  overlooking  this  marsh,  the 
rock  is  precipitous,  and  steep  at  either  end.  In  front  it  is  on  a  level  with  the  town 
<)l  Harlech,  from  which  it  is  separated  only  by  a  deep  trencli  or  moat,  and  over- 
looked by  a  group  of  magnificent  mountains  in  the  rear,  from  which  the  view  is 
sublime.  The  whole  platform  of  the  rock  is  occupied  by  the  castle,  except  a 
narrow  belt  of  about  four  or  five  feet  in  width,  forming  a  beautiful  green  path, 
which  winds  round  the  outer  walls,  skirting  the  very  brink  of  the  precipice. 

The  town  of  Harlech  is  an  ancient  free  burgh,  and  originally  one  of  the  chief 
places  in  the  county  of  Merioneth.  It  is  now  reduced  to  the  condition  of  a 
secondary  village,  has  a  corporation  governed  by  a  mayor,  is  one  of  the  polling- 
places  for  the  county  members,  and  is  enlivened  during  the  year  by  several 
periodical  fairs  and  weekly  markets. 

Various  objects  of  antiquity  have  been  discovered  from  time  to  time  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Harlech.  In  1692  an  ancient  gold  torque  was  dug  up  in  a 
garden  near  the  castle.  It  is  in  the  form  of  a  wreathed  bar,  or  several  rods 
twisted  together,  about  four  feet  long,  flexible,  bent  in  the  form  of  a  hat-band, 
neither  sharp  nor  twisted,  but  plain,  evenly  cut,  an  inch  in  circumference,  and  in 
weight  about  eight  ounces.  This  interesting  relic  is  an  heir-loom  in  the  Mostyn 
family.  Several  coins  of  the  Roman  empire  have  also  been  found  in  and  near 
this  town,  which  afford  indisputable  evidence  of  its  great  antiquity.  The  distance 
of  Ilarlcch  from  London  is  two  hundred  and  twenty-nine  miles. 


BARMOUTH; 

OR,  ABERMAW. 

•Here,  beneath  the  mountain's  brow, 
Hygeia  hears  the  pilgrim's  vow ; 
Here  the  breath  of  sammer  seas. 
The  halm  of  mom,  the  evening  breeze, 
The  charms  of  a  romantic  land, 
Refresh  and  gem  the  Cambrian  strand, — 
Where  still  the  muse  of  Cymry  lingers, 
And  strikes  the  harp  with  raptured  fingers." 

Barmocth,  the  only  port  in  Merionethsliire,  occupies  a  romantic  situation  at 
tlio  mouth  of  the  river  IMawddach,  where  the  tide  at  his;h-water  I'orms  a  bay  of 
about  a  mile  across,  but  rather  hazardous,  owing  to  the  shifting  sandbanks  by 
uhrch  the  channel  is  interrupted.  Overhung  by  lofty  mountains,  which  leave  no 
adequate  space  for  the  horizontal  expansion  of  the  village,  the  houses  appear  to 
hang  almost  perpendicularly  from  the  steep  side  of  the  cliffs,  so  that  the  chimneys 
of  the  one  appear  to  be  the  foundation  of  the  other.  They  form  eight  successive 
tiers  or  terraces,  to  which  there  is  no  better  approach  than  by  steps  hewn  in  the 
rock. 

This  romantic  village,  which  consists  of  only  one  irregular  street,  is  mucli 
frequented  as  sea-bathing  quarters,  for  which  it  has  every  accommodation,  and,  in 
respect  to  bold  and  picturesque  scenery,  has  few  rivals  in  the  whole  Principality. 
The  sea-beach  affords  every  facility  for  pedestrian  exercise ;  the  walks  along  the 
l)anks  of  the  river  are  numerous,  and  command  the  most  striking  points  of  view ; 
wliile  regular  assemblies,  and  some  of  the  best  Cambrian  harps,  promote  social 
intercourse  and  hilarity  among  the  visitors,  and  give  a  stir  and  animation  to  the 
whole  neighbourhood. 

Barmouth,  says  Mr.  Roscoe,  is  considered  to  the  north-west  part  of  th*? 
kingdom,  much  like  Weymouth  and  other  fashionable  watering-places  to  the 
south,  and  is  resorted  to  during  the  summer  months,  not  only  bv  numbers  of 
famihes  in  the  Principality,  but  by  many  others  residing  in  the  surrounding 
counties.  The  sands  are  very  fine  and  hard,  extending  along  the  beach  for 
several  miles,  and  the  bathing  is  at  all  times  as  excellent  as  can  be  desired.     Ths: 
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restless  tides  of  tlie  Channel  daslilng  against  the  surrounding  coast  produce  that 
constant  and  salubrious  motion,  which  is  extended  to  the  waters  of  the  bay.  There 
are  two  convenient  inns,  the  "  Commercial,"  and  the  "  Cors  y  Gedol  Arms," 
besides  a  number  of  respectable  lodging-houses. 

The  town  has  the  benefit  of  weekly  markets,  with  an  excellent  supply  of  fish 
and  poultry,  at  a  cheap  rate,  and  is  further  enlivened  by  two  annual  fairs,  in 
October  and  November.  The  native  manufactures  consist  chiefly  of  flannel  and 
hosiery,  a  great  quantity  of  which  is  exported.  The  other  exports  consist  of  corn, 
butter,  cheese,  oak-bark,  timber,  &c. ;  the  imports,  of  coal,  culm,  and  other  articles 
for  the  use  of  the  interior. 

The  number  of  small  coasting-vessels,  and  others  belonging  to  this  ha\cn  that 
trade  with  Ireland,  is  stated  at  a  hundred  or  upwards ;  and  commercial  business, 
upon  the  whole,  is  considered  to  be  in  a  flourishing  state. 

The  distance  of  Barmouth  from  London  is  two  hundred  and  twenty-two  miles, 
and  it  communicates  with  Caernarvon  by  a  cross-mail.  The  resident  population 
is  considerably  under  two  thousand,  but  is  greatly  augmented  during  the  bathing 
season.  The  shipping  at  the  pier  communicates  to  tne  place  a  particular  air  of 
prosperity  and  cheerfulness,  and  gives  employment  to  a  very  considerable  portion 
of  the  inhabitants. 

"  The  beauties  of  the  road  from  Llanilltyd  to  Barmouth,"  says  Mr.  Pratt, 
"are  so  manifold  and  extraordinary  that  they  literally  beggar  descri[)tion.  New 
pastures  of  the  most  exuberant  fertility,  new  woods  rising  in  all  tlie  majesty  of 
foliage,  the  road  itself  curving  in  numberless  unexpected  directions, — at  one 
moment  shut  into  a  verdant  recess,  so  contracted  that  there  seems  ncitlicr 
carriage  nor  bridle-way  out  of  it,  and  at  another  the  azure  expanse  of  the  main 
ficean  filling  the  eye.  On  one  side,  rocks  glittering  in  aU  the  colours  of  that 
beauty  which  constitutes  the  sublime,  and  of  a  height  which  diminislies  the  wild 
herds  that  browse,  or  look  down  ujjon  you  from  the  summit,  where  the  largest 
animal  appears  insignificantly  minute.  On  the  other  hand,  ])lains,  villas,  cottages, 
or  copses,  with  whatever  belongs  to  that  milder  grace  which  appertains  to  '.ha 
beaTilifuL" 


SWANSEA     BAT. 

GLAMORGANSHIRE. 

"  In  front,  the  Bay  its  crystal  wave  expands, 
Whose  rippling  waters  kiss  the  glittering  sands 
Far  o'er  its  bosom,  ships  with  spreading  sails 
Export  the  ores  from  Cambria's  sunny  vales. 
Above — yon  feudal  bulwarks  crown  the  steep, 
Whose  rocky  base  repels  the  stormy  deep  ; 
Here  health  is  found, — there  Industry  resides,— 
And  Freedom  on  her  native  shore  abides." 

The  reputation  which  Swansea  has  long  enjoyed  as  a  delightful  watenng- 
piace  has  suffered  no  diminution  in  consequence  of  the  numerous  rivals  with 
which  this  coast  is  so  agreeably  diversified.  As  bathing  quarters,  it  enjoys  peculiar 
advantages  in  its  shore,  which  is  admirably  adapted  for  that  purpose ;  while  the 
adjacent  scenery,  and  the  various  objects  of  interest  or  curiosity  with  wliich  it 
abounds,  serve  as  pleasing  incentives  to  exercise  and  recreation, — the  happy  effects 
of  which  are  soon  observable  in  the  health  and  appearance  of  invalids  who  make 
choice  of  Swansea  as  their  summer  residence.  Every  resource  which  visitors  can 
desire,  for  promoting  either  health  of  body  or  agreeable  occupation  for  the  mind,  is 
here  amply  provided.  Warm,  sea-water,  and  vapour,  baths, — public  rooms,  billiard- 
tables,  reading-rooms,  circulating  libraries, — with  comfortable  private  lodgings 
and  excellent  hotels,  are  among  the  list  of  daily  luxuries  at  their  command. 

The  Harbour  of  Swansea  is  capacious, — well  constructed,  defended  by  two 
strong  stone  piers,  about  eighteen  hundred  feet  in  length,— and  affords  accom 
modation  to  a  great  many  trading-vessels.  On  the  west  pier,  a  light-house  and 
watch-tower  offer  additional  security  to  the  shipping;  and  every  facility  is 
provided  for  lading  and  unlading.  The  tide  flows  a  considerable  way  up  the  river, 
which  is  navigable  to  the  extent  of  two  miles  for  vessels  of  burden.  The  canal, 
running  parallel  with  the  river,  extends  to  Brecknockshire,  a  distance  of  sixteen 
miles;  and  in  its  course  passes  through  thirty-six  locks,  and  over  several  aque- 
ducts. Its  head  is  nearly  four  hundred  feet  higher  than  its  mouth,  which  readily 
accounts  for  the  great  number  of  locks.  There  is  also  a  canal  from  the  Swansea 
to  the  Neath  canal,  on  which  a  packet-boat  is  established,  and  a  tram-iosid  from 
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the  former  to  Oystermoutli.  With  Bristol  and  Ilfracombe  there  is  a  regular  com  • 
munication  kept  up  by  means  of  steam-vessels,  which  leave  and  arrive  according 
to  the  state  of  the  tide. 

The  public  buildings  of  Swansea — ancient  and  modern — are  numerous  in  pro- 
j)ortion  to  the  population.  The  Town-hall,  erected  in  1829,  is  an  elegant  structure, 
approached  by  two  flights  of  steps,  and  adorned  with  columns  of  the  Doric  order. 
The  castle,  situated  nearly  in  the  centre  of  the  town,  was  originally  a  building  of 
great  extent,  and  of  a  strength  well  suited  to  the  purposes  of  its  erection.  A 
massive  tower,  surmounted  by  a  range  of  light  arches  which  support  a  parapet,  is 
the  principal  part  now  remaining  of  this  once  redoubtable  fortress.  It  appears  to 
have  been  founded  at  the  remote  epoch  of  1113,  by  Henry  Beaumont,  Earl  of 
Warwick, — a  Norman  leader  who  conquered  Gowerland ;  but  being  soon  after 
laid  siege  to  by  a  Welsh  chief, — Griffith  ap  Rhys  ap  Theodore, — a  considerable 
portion  of  the  outworks  was  destroyed.  It  is  now  in  the  possession  of  the  Duke  of 
Beaufort,  "Earl"  of  Glamorgan,  who  is  hereditarily  entitled  to  the  "prisage  and 
butlerage"  of  all  wines  brought  into  the  harbours  of  Swansea  and  Chepstow. 

The  public  rooms  of  Swansea  stand  on  the  north  side  of  the  promenade,  called 
the  Burrows,  which  consist  of  several  acres  tastefully  laid  out  in  parterres.  Here 
also  are  an  excellent  House  of  Industry  and  an  Infirmary,  estabUshed  in  1817  and 
situated  on  the  beach.  Besides  the  free  Grammar-school,  founded  in  the  seven- 
teenth century,  by  Hugh,  Bishop  of  Waterford  and  Lismore,  there  are  the  Lan- 
casterian  and  National-schools,  which  are  incalculable  blessings  to  the  increasing 
population  of  Swansea. 


OYSTERMOUTH  CASTLE. 

•Here — the  ' grim-visor'd  knight,'  at  the  bead  of  liia  haaH, 
Has  cased  him  in  armour,  and  girt  on  hia  braud  ; 
While  Beauty  looked  down  from  her  lattice  on  high. 
With  the  *  smile  on  her  lip  and  the  tear  in  her  eye.' 
But  victor  nor  vassal  shall  hither  return  : — 
The  castle  is  roofless, — the  chiefs  in  his  urn  ; 
And  those  ramparts,  that  frown  o'er  the  surf-beaten  rucks, 
Are  the  haunt  of  the  sea-fowl, — the  lair  of  the  fox." 

This  stately  relic  of  the  feudal  ages  overlooks  the  picturesque  Bgy  of 
Swansea,  and  attracts  many  strangers  to  its  gate, — not  only  for  its  venerable 
antiquity,  but  for  its  bold  position  on  the  verge  of  lofty  and  abrupt  limestone  cliiFs, 
which  command  a  magnificent  view  of  the  subjacent  scenery.  It  is  supposed  by 
some  to  have  been  erected  by  the  Earl  of  Warwick,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  the 
First ;  by  others,  to  have  been  the  family  fortress  of  the  Lords  of  Gower,  in  the 
reign  of  King  John.  But  to  which  of  the  two  the  credit  of  founder  belongs  is 
matter  of  conjecture.  Like  the  Castle  of  Swansea,  already  mentioned,  it  is 
now  the  property  of  the  Beaufort  family,  whose  mineral  possessions  in  this 
district  are  said  to  be  of  incalculable  value. 

The  principal  walls  of  this  domestic  fortress  have  suffered  comparatively  little 
from  the  lapse  of  time,  or  the  hand  of  violence.  ]\Iost  of  tlie  original  apartments 
may  be  easily  traced  out,  so  as  to  give  a  tolerably  correct  idea  of  their  shape  and 
dimensions,  and  the  internal  economy  with  which  they  were  arranged.  The 
general  figure  of  the  main  body  is  polygonal ;  the  ramparts  are  lofty  and  massive, 
but  not  flanked  with  towers,  except  at  the  entrance,  which  appears  to  have  been 
strongly  secured  by  double  gates  and  a  portcullis. 

In  many  parts  along  this  picturesque  coast,  the  limestone  rocks  swell  over  a 
■  fine  sandy  beach  into  perpendicular  chfFs  of  great  boldness,  exhibiting  vast 
quantities  of  organic  remains,  and  worn  in  many  places  into  deep  and  lofty  caverns. 
Built  on  a  cliff  of  this  description,  and  with  all  the  necessary  accessories  of  vigilance 
and  security,  it  could  have  been  hardly  possible  to  have  selected  anything  more 
eligible  for  a  feudal  keep,  whose  chiefs  generally  chose  their  fortalices  as  the  eagle 
chooses  his  eyry, — to  secure  a  wide  field  for  himself,  and  exclude  lesser  birds  of 
prey. 
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Tiie  village  of  Oystcrmouth — about  half  a  mile  to  the  south  of  the  castle — 
occupieg  a  beautiful  position  on  the  verge  of  the  Bay.  A  lofty  rock  throws  its 
shadow  over  it ;  the  headland  of  which,  called  the  Mumble  Point,  stretches  far 
into  the  sea,  and  afTords  a  safe  anchorage  for  shipping.  The  village  is  chiefly 
inhabited  by  fishermen,  who,  as  the  name  implies,  are  mostly  employed  in  dredging 
for  oysters,  which  are  found  of  superior  quality  in  the  adjoining  bay.  During 
summer,  it  is  much  resorted  to  by  strangers,  for  the  benefit  of  sea-bathing, — a 
source  of  annual  revenue  to  the  inhabitants,  who,  by  letting  their  apartments, 
secure  very  good  returns. 

This  is  understood  to  be  the  natal  soil  of  Gtjwer, — the  father  of  EngUsh 
poetry, — and  therefore  classic  ground: — 

"  Here,  in  the  olden  fime  the  'moral'  Gower 

Attuned  his  harp  upon  that  rocky  strand  ; 
Gather'd  the  shell,  and  pluck'd  the  vernal  flower, 

And  struck  the  wild  chord  with  a  master's  hand. 
To  him  the  summer  sea,  the  stormy  wave, 

Were  heaven-born  music  in  their  various  keys  ; 
As,  thundering  through  yon  subterranean  cave, 

The  billows  sang  in  chorus  with  the  breeze." 

The  railway  from  Oystcrmouth  to  Swansea  is  a  source  of  great  convenience  to 
the  inliabitants,  as  a  means  of  ready  intercourse  between  the  most  frequented 
points  of  the  coast  adjacent.  Newton,  proverbially  known  as  a  healthy  station  for 
invalids  and  sea-bathers,  and  Caswell  Bay,  within  half-an-hour's  walk  of  Oyster- 
mouth,  are  well  deserving  of  a  stranger's  attention.  The  latter  is  remarkable  for 
the  number  and  extent  of  the  marine  caverns  already  alluded  to,  as  well  as  for  the 
beauty  and  variety  of  the  sea-skellb  with  which  the  sands  at  low  water  are  profusely 
enamellei 
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••  Amidst  the  storms, — wben  winds  ana  waves  are  higli, 
Unmoved  I  stand, — undimm'd  I  shed  my  light ; 
And  through  the  biackDess  of  December's  sky 
I  pour  effulgence  on  the  seaman's  sight." 

Inscription  for  a  LiGHiHonsE. 

The   Mumbles'  Lighthouse  is  much   frequented   by  visitors   from   Swansea 
during  the  season.     Few  jaunts  of  this  character  can    be  productive  of   more 
enjoyment  than  a  trip  from  Swansea  to  Oystermouth  Castle  and  the  Mumbles' 
rocks.     The  road,  issuing  from  the  western  extremity  of  Swansea,  follows  the 
shore  of  the  bay,  with  the  open  sea  on  the  left,  and  on  the  right  a  range  of  wooded 
hills ;  of  which  advantage  has  been  taken  for  the  site  of  numerous  pretty  villas. 
Some  gentlemen's  seats  occupy  the  intervening  level,  and  their  plantations  skirt  the 
high-road.     Of  these  Singleton  Abbey  and  Woodlands  are  the  principal.     As  we 
near  the  extremity  of  the  bay  the  scene  is  indeed  beautiful.     Oystermouth  Castle, 
and  the  pretty  village  of  the  same  name,  lead  the  visitor  onwards  till  he  reaches 
a  broken,  breezy  headland,  the  only  ascent  to  which  is  by  a  kind  of  eheep-path, 
which  zig-zags  its  way  to  the  summit  of  a  narrow  promontory  terminating  in  two 
islands,  and  on  the  farther  of  which  is  situated  the  Mumbles'  Lighthouse.     It  is 
a  structure  admirably  adapted  for  the  purpose  to  which  it  is  devoted.     To  every 
building  of  this  description,  devoted  to  the  preservation  of  human  life,  a  profound 
interest  is  attached ;  and  we  cannot  but  observe  at  a  single  glance  how  invaluable 
these  Lights  have  been,  and  ever  must  be,  where  the  danger  of  shipwreck  is  so 
greatly  increased  by  the  rugged  nature  of  a  coast — here  walled  in  by  precipitous 
cliffs,  and  there  scattered  with  rocks  that  appear  and  disappear  according  to  the 
tide.     The  means  thus  happily  adopted  along  the  Welsh  coast  have  been  crowned 
with  success ;   and  how  comfortable  is  it  to  reflect,  when  calmly  seated  at  our 
winter  hearths,  that — while  the  "  winds  howl  round  our  steady  battlements,"  and 
"ships  break  from  their  moorings," — there  are  friendly  lights  sparkling  around 
our  coasts,  to  cheer  and  direct  the  bewildered  mariner  in  his  course,  to  show  him 
his  danger,  and  to  point  out  •'  a  way  to  escape." 

To  understand  the  importance  of  lighthouses,  we  need  only  remind  the  reader 
of  the  published  "  Statement,"  that  the  number  of  British  vessels  alone,  which 
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have  been  annually  returned  as  wrecked,  amounts  to  Jive  huvilr>>(l  and  fifty ;- — 
namely,  "  three  shipwrecks  every  two  days  throughout  the  year."  Tlie  average 
burden  of  merchant-vessels  is  about  one  hundred  and  ten  tons ;  and  if  we  value 
old  and  new  together  at  half  the  price  of  building,  we  have  £330,000  for  the  worth 
of  the  whole,  which,  by  deducting  the  value  of  sails,  masts,  and  other  materials 
eaved  from  some  of  those  stranded,  may  be  reduced  to  £300,000.  If  we  add  an 
equal  sum  for  the  cost  of  the  cargoes,  the  whole  loss  from  shipwrecks  will  amount 
to  £600,000.  This  statement  proceeds  on  an  old  estimate  from  1793  to  1829; 
but  M'CuUoch,  in  the  supplement  to  his  Dictionary,  says  that  the  number  of  ships 
actually  lost,  or  driven  ashore,  in  1833,  amounted  to  eight  hundred.  It  is  probable, 
then,  that  the  annual  lost  by  shipwreck  is  not  much  short  of  a  million  sterling.  If 
one-fifth  of  this  loss  could  be  prevented  by  additional  lighthouses,  the  saving  of 
money  would  amount  to  a  million  in  five  years, — to  say  nothing  of  the  still  more 
important  saving  in  human  life.  We  are  anxious — not  on  the  score  of  economy 
only,  but  of  humanity — to  place  these  lamentable  facts  before  the  eyes  of  Govern- 
ment, from  whose  hands  the  mitigation  at  least,  if  not  the  removal,  of  such  disasters 
is  confidently  expected. 

In  the  rock  immediately  under  the  lighthouse  is  a  large  cavern,  called  Bob's 
Cove, — a  very  characteristic  feature,  and  a  chief  attraction  to  pleasure-parties, 
who  resort  hither  at  low  water  for  the  sake  of  the  view,  which  from  this  isolated 
point  is  very  striking  and  variegated : — 

"  Town  and  hamlet,  sea  and  shore, 
Wooded  steep  and  mountain  hoar  ; 
Ships  that  stem  the  waters  blue, 
All  concentrate  in  the  view." 

Expanding  to  the  eastward,  is  the  beautiful  curve  of  Swansea  Bay  and  the 
distant  mountains ;  on  the  westward,  the  broken  coast  of  Gower ;  in  front,  the 
boundless  expanse  of  ocean.  The  bracing  sea  breezes  Inhaled  upon  this  exposed 
promontory,  its  elastic  turf,  and  the  magnificent  prospect  It  everywhere  commands 
never  fail  to  produce  a  most  agreeable  and  salutary  exhilaration,  and  constitute  the 
finest  medical  and  physical  tour  in  the  world. 
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"  After  our  ship  did  split. 
When  you,  and  that  poor  number  saved  with  yon, 
Hung  on  our  driving  boat,  I  saw  your  brother, 
Most  provident  in  peril,  bind  himself — 

Courage  and  hope  both  teaching  him  the  practice 

To  a  strong  mast  that  lived  upon  the  sea, 
Where,  like  Orion  on  the  dolphin's  back, 
I  saw  him  hold  acquaintance  with  the  wnves 
So  long  as  I  could  see." 

Twelfth  Night. 

The  Nass  Lights  were  erected  by  the  late  Mr.  Nelson,  in  1832,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Trinity  House.  The  eastern,  or  upper  Light,  bums  at  the  height 
of  one  hundred  and  sixty-seven  feet,  and  the  western,  or  lower  one  at  one  hundred 
and  twenty-three  feet  above  high-water  mark.  Tliey  are  one  thousand  feet  apart, 
built  of  the  stone  of  the  country,  and  stand  on  Nass  Point,  near  Dunraven  Castle, 
Glamorganshire. 

It  unfortunately  was  not  merely  the  dangers  oi  the  ocean  to  which  the  luckless 
mariner  was  in  past  times  exposed  upon  this  iron-bound  coast,  to  them  was  too 
frequently  added  the  infamous  deceptions  of  the  wreckers,  who  were  accustomed 
to  resort  to  the  artifice  of  driving  to  and  fro  an  ass  bearini^  two  lanterns  so  as  to 
represent  a  distant  vessel  in  motion,  and  thus  lured  many  a  ship  to  destruction 
among  the  rocks  and  sands.  Numerous  are  the  legends  of  fearful  interest  which 
the  older  inhabitants  relate  descriptive  of  the  accidents  attendant  upon  these 
murderous  practices,  now  happily  only  matters  of  history. 

The  erection  of  lighthouses,  beacons,  and  other  means  for  the  prevention  of 
shipwreck,  is  every  year  becoming  an  object  of  greater  importance  to  the  members 
of  that  excellent  corporation,  the  Trinity  House.  Within  the  last  thirty  years, 
great  and  permanent  advantages  have  been  secured  to  commerce  by  the  vigilance 
and  activity  of  that  body.  Much,  however,  is  still  left  to  call  aloud  for  the 
exercise  of  their  high  privilege,  skill,  and  humanity.  The  navigation  of  our  coasts 
is  still  attended  in  many  parts  with  imminent  danger.  Rocks,  and  shoals,  and 
quicksands,  indeed,  cannot  be  obliterated  by  the  hand  of  man ;  but  the  perils  they 
involve,  in  respect  to  the  shipping,  may  be  greatly  diminished  by  increasing  the 
number  of  those  monitory  beacons  to  which  the  eye  of  the  mariner  is  so  often 
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turned  with  intense  anxiety.  The  erection  of  the  two  lighthouses  which  here 
ilhistratc  thesubject,  has  been  attended  with  the  happiest  consequences.  Many  a 
shipwreck,  we  will  venture  to  say,  has  been  prevented  by  a  timely  regard  to  these 
friendly  beacons.  The  Bristol  Channel  has  often  been  the  scene  of  sad  catas- 
trophes in  the  chronicles  of  seafaring  life  ;  but  at  present  the  danger  to  the  foreign 
and  coasting-trade  has  been  greatly  obviated  by  those  judicious  measures  which 
have  emanated  from  the  above  society. 

The  voyage  up  the  Bristol  Channel  is  singularly  romantic  and  beautiful ;  but 
the  coast  is  exposed  to  all  the  fury  of  the  Atlantic,  and  the  surf  against  the  clitt's 
is  distinctly  visible  at  Swansea.  The  steamers  now  keep  close  along  shore,  in  a 
channel  iiigide  the  Nass  Sands,  which  form  an  extensive  and  dangerous  bank  to 
seaward.  The  contrast  between  the  tumultuous  masses  of  breakers  over  these 
sands,  when  the  wind  is  fresh,  and  the  calmness  of  the  narrow  channel  we  are 
traversing  in  security,  is  very  striking.  These  sands,  and  another  large  shoal, 
called  the  Skerweathers,  have  been  fatal  to  many  vessels.  A  large  West  Indiaman, 
with  a  cargo  of  rum  and  other  valuable  produce,  was  lost  a  few  vears  ago  on  a 
rock  called  the  Tusca,  which  disappears  at  high-water;  and  in  18.31,  this  coast  was 
fatal  to  the  steamer  Frolic,  in  which  all  the  crew  and  passengers,  amounting  to 
nearly  eighty  persons,  perished.  The  coast  near  Porthcaul  appears  at  Swansea  to 
be  the  eastern  extremity  of  the  bay ;  but  the  bluff  point  called  the  Nass,  about 
eight  miles  further,  is  literally  so.  The  coast  onwaids,  past  the  Nass-point,  as 
observed  in  the  admirable  Engraving  annexed,  is  almost  perpendicular,  so  as  closely 
to  resemble  a  lofty  wnll,  in  which  the  limestone  rock  is  disposed  in  horizontal 
strata.  Whsn  the  sea  runs  high  in  this  quarter,  the  scene,  as  may  be  readily 
conceived,  is  truly  terrific  — 

"  Aad  not  one  vessel  'scapes  the  dreadful  Much 
Of  mnrchant-marrine  rocks." 

MUCDAMT  OP  Vkkice. 


CAEDIFF, 

GLAMOBGANSHIBE. 

"  Here  British  hearts  the  arms  of  Rome  withstood. 
Repulsed  her  cohorts  with  their  native  blood; 
Till  Caradoc  and  independence  fell. 
And  freedom  shrieked  in  Cabdifp's  citadel— 
And  Cambria's  heroes,  rushing  on  the  glave, 
Died  gloriously  for  her  they  could  not  save  !" 

The  county  of  Glamorgan,  of  whicli  the  principal  town  i?  represented  in  the 
accompanying  plate,  abounds  in  historical  sites  well  adapted  for  the  pencil,  and 
furnishing  the  reader  with  many  interesting  facts  and  traditions.  The  southern 
portion  of  the  country  is  remarkably  fertile,  highly  cultivated,  and  presents  to  the 
stranger  a  long  succession  of  luxuriant  corn-fields,  verdant  pastures,  and  animated 
pictures  of  rural  happiness  and  independence.  It  would  be  difficult  to  find  any 
tract  of  land  in  Great  Britain  that  can  surpass  the  Vale  of  Glamorgan  in  richness 
of  soil,  or  in  soft  and  graceful  scenery.  This  favoured  region  extends  the  whole 
length  of  the  county — from  the  base  of  the  mountains  on  the  north  to  the  shore 
of  the  Bristol  Channel  on  the  south-west.  It  presents  throughout  a  most  gratifying 
proof  of  what  may  be  accomphshed  by  judicious  management,  when  soil  and 
climate  are  both  in  favour  of  agricultural  operations. 

As  a  fair  proof  of  the  mild  and  salubrious  nature  of  the  atmosphere,  we  need 
only  observe  that  the  magnolia,  the  myrtle,  and  other  delicate  exotics,  not  only 
live  but  flourish  in  this  auspicious  climate.  Equally  favourable  to  health  and 
longevity,  this  district  has  numerous  H\-ing  testimonies  in  the  vigorous  health  and 
protracted  age  of  its  inhabitants,  who  are  fully  sensible  of  the  blessings  they  enjoy. 
The  valley,  at  its  greatest  breadth,  measures  about  eighteen  miles;  in  various 
places,  however,  it  is  contracted  into  less  than  the  half  of  this  space,  and  presents 
in  its  outline  a  constant  variety  of  picturesque  and  graceful  windings. 

The  town  of  Cardifi"  is  built  on  the  eastern  bank  of  the  river  Taff,  ovei  which 
there  is  a  handsome  bridge  of  five  arches,  leading  to  Swansea.  It  is  a  tnriving 
town,  possessing  considerable  trade ;  and,  by  means  of  a  canal  fron  Pennarth  to 
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Merthvr-Tjdvll,  has  become  the  connecting  medium  between  these  extensive 
iron-wcrks  and  the  English  market,  and  is,  in  fact,  the  j)ort  of  the  latter.  The 
Taff,  which  falls  into  the  sea  at  Cardiff,  forms  a  principal  outlet  for  the  mining 
districts  of  Glamorganshire,  the  produce  of  which  has  hitherto  found  its  way  to 
market  through  the  Glamorganshire  canal;  but  its  sea-lock,  constructed  about 
fifty  years  ago,  has  long  been  found  inadequate  to  the  demands  for  increased 
accommodation,  in  consequence  of  the  great  prosperity  of  trade  since  the  canal 
was  opened. 

The  Marquess  of  Bute,  possessing  lands  in  this  neighbourhood,  obtained,  in 
1830,  an  act  for  constructing  a  new  harbour,  to  be  called  the  Bute  ship-canal, 
and  completed  the  work  at  his  own  expense.  The  great  advantages  of  this  entei- 
prise  are — a  straight,  open  channel  fiom  Cardiff-roads  to  the  new  sea-gates,  which 
are  forty-five  feet  wide,  with  a  depth  of  seventeen  feet  at  neap,  and  thirty  feet  at 
spring-tide.  On  passing  the  sea-gate,  vessels  enter  a  capacious  basin,  having  an 
area  of  about  an  acre  and  a  half,  sufficient  to  accommodate  large  trading-vessels 
and  steamers.  Quays  are  erected  along  the  side  of  the  canal,  finished  with  strong 
granite  coping,  and  comprising  more  than  a  mile  of  wharfs,  with  ample  space  for 
warehouses,  exclusive  of  the  wharfs  at  the  outer  basin.  This  great  work  was 
finished  in  the  summer  of  1839,  at  an  expense  to  the  proprietor  of  three  hundred 
thousand  pounds. 

Cardiff  Castle,  which  stands  insulated  on  a  high  mound  of  earth,  was  partially 
restored  and  modernised  by  the  late  Marquess  of  Bute.  Tliis  ancient  fortress  is 
connected  with  several  interesting  events  in  history.  In  one  of  its  towers,  or 
dungeons,  Robert  Duke  of  Normandy  was  twenty-five  years  imprisoned  by  his 
younger  brother,  Henry  the  First,  who  had  previously  usurped  the  throne  and 
deprived  him  of  his  eyesight.  In  the  reign  of  Charles  the  First  it  was  bombarded 
by  the  Parhamentary  forces  during  three  successive  days,  and  only  surrendered  in 
consequence  of  treachery  on  the  part  of  the  garrison. 
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"  I  which  am  the  qucene 
Of  all  the  British  vales,  and  so  have  ever  been 
Since  (iomer's  giant  brood  inhabited  this  isle, 
And  that  of  all  the  rest  myself  may  so  enstyle." 

Deaito.v.     Vale  of  Glouceiter, 

Caer-Glow,  or  the  "  fair  city  "  of  the  ancient  Britons,  is  a  name  happily 
characteristic  of  Gloucester.  The  beauty  of  its  situation,  on  a  gentle  eminence 
overlooking  the  Severn,  where  its  stream  is  divided  into  two  channels  by  the 
Isle  of  Alney ;  the  richness  and  fertility  of  the  surrounding  districts  ;  its  highly 
picturesque  scenery ;  its  splendid  cathedral  and  numerous  public  buildings ;  and 
latterly  the  tide  of  prosperity  occasioned  by  the  vast  improvements  in  regard  to 
its  inland  port,  present  a  combination  of  attractions  for  which  it  would  be  difficult 
to  find  a  parallel  in  the  British  provinces.  Commercial  enterprise  has  now  a  fixed 
residence  in  the  place,  and  within  the  last  ten  years  has  made  great  and  important 
advances  in  the  several  departments  of  foreign  and  domestic  industry. 

The  Port  of  Gloucester  and  the  Cathedral,  of  which  the  accompanying  plate 
gives  a  most  correct  and  interesting  view,  are  the  two  principal  features ;  and  to 
these,  in  accordance  with  the  plan  of  the  work,  our  descriptive  text  will  be  more 
strictly  confined.  The  Port  is  of  great  antiquity, — so  much  so  as  to  have  existed 
as  an  inland  harbour  long  prior  to  any  written  document  of  the  place, — but  it  is 
only  of  late  years  that  ships  of  burden  could  be  anchored  in  the  city  basin.  A 
century  ago,  as  recorded  in  the  Magna  Britannia,  the  Port  of  Gloucester  had  a 
large  quay  and  wharf  on  the  banks  of  the  river,  very  commodious  for  trade,  to 
which  belonged  a  custom-house,  with  officers  proper  for  it ;  but  the  business  was 
not  great,  as  the  city  of  Bristol,  only  a  few  miles  distant,  had  engrossed  all  the 
foreign  trade  in  this  part  of  the  country.  The  vessels  which  at  the  period  in 
question  navigated  the  Severn  were  generally  small  trading-craft,  of  between  fifty 
and  two  hundred  tons  burden,  so  that  Gloucester  was  deprived  of  all  those 
advantages  which  have  been  so  happily  secured  to  it  by  modem  enterprise  and 
improvement.  Of  these,  the  Berkeley  ship-canal  is  a  noble  monument.  By  the 
vast  faciUties  thus  afibrded,  the  commerce  of  Gloucester  has  enjoyed  a  course  of 
uninterrupted  prosperity,  and  bids  fair  to  eclipse  even  Bristol  itself  in  the  extent 
and  ramifications  of  its  still  increasing  trade.     Ships  of  heavy  burden  are  now 
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safely  moored  in  the  basin,  and  discharge  those  cargoes  in  the  heart  of  the  city 
which  had  formerly  to  be  transhipped  at  Bristol,  and  conveyed  to  their  destination 
by  means  of  barges  and  lighters. 

The  Gloucester  Spa,  which  is  now  become  a  place  of  fashionable  resort,  has 
contributed  in  no  small  degree  to  the  many  attractions  of  the  city  and  its  vicinity. 
This  saline  chalybeate  was  first  opened  to  the  public  by  a  grand  fete,  in  May, 
1815.  The  establishment  contains  every  requisite  lor  the  health  and  recreation  of 
the  visitors,  and  vies  as  much  with  Cheltenham  and  Leamington  in  its  appropriate 
and  tasteful  arrangements,  as  it  does  in  the  salubrious  qualities  of  its  spring — in 
proof  of  which  numerous  testimonies  are  daily  added  as  the  result  of  experience. 
There  is  a  very  handsome  pump-room,  with  hot,  cold,  and  vapour  baths,  and  an 
abundant  supply  of  water.  The  Spa  is  in  the  centre  of  grounds  tastefully  laid  out, 
embellished  with  all  the  care  and  effect  of  landscape-gardening,  and  presenting  to 
the  pieton  and  equestrian  a  pleasing  variety  of  shady  walks  and  rides, 

"  Mid  rural  scenes  that  fascinate  the  gaze, 
And  conjure  up  the  deeds  of  other  days." 

The  Cathedral  of  Gloucester  is  deservedly  considered  one  of  the  noblest 
specimens  of  ecclesiastical  architecture  in  Christendom.  It  is  a  grand  object  with 
every  traveller  who  enters  upon  a  tour  of  the  English  provinces,  and  makes  a 
strong  impression  on  the  mind,  even  after  he  has  visited  the  gorgeous  temples  of 
Rome  and  Milan. 

In  the  interior  of  the  cathedral  are  numerous  specimens  of  monumental  sculp- 
ture ;  among  which  the  most  remarkable  are  those  of  Robert,  Duke  of  Normandy, 
and  Richard  the  Second.  The  present  altar,  of  the  Corinthian  order,  is  placed 
before  the  rich  tracery  of  the  original  liigh-altar,  which,  except  from  the  side- 
galleries  of  the  choir,  is  concealed  from  view.  The  great  elevation  of  the  vault 
overhead,  the  richness  and  variety  of  its  designs,  the  elaborate  and  minute  tracery 
with  which  the  walls  are  adorned,  added  to  the  vast  dimensions  of  the  great  oriel — 
ei*'hty-seven  feet  in  height — render  the  choir  an  almost  unrivalled  specimen  of 
what  is  styled  the  florid  Gothic,  and  leave  an  impression  upon  the  stranger's  mind 
never  to  be  obliterated. 


BRISTf>l.. 

FROM   KOWNHAil   FKRET. 

*  But  Avon  marched  ia  more  stately  path, 
Froud  of  his  adamants  *  with  which  he  shiues, 
And  glistens  wide ;  as  aJs  of  wondrous  Bath 
And  Bristow  faire,  which  on  his  waves  he  buildeth  hath." 

Spenser 

The  city  of  Bristol  has  enjoyed  a  celebrity  of  many  centuries,  and  is  con- 
tinually adding  to  her  power  and  affluence  by  that  spirit  of  enterprise  which  has 
drawn  tribute  from  the  remotest  shores  and  peopled  her  harbour  with  the  ships 
of  all  nations.  The  commercial  Importance  which  she  acquired  at  so  early  a 
period  of  our  history,  and  which  gave  her  for  a  time  so  preponderating  an  in. 
fluence  over  the  other  ports  and  harbours  of  the  kingdom,  has  been  sustained  by 
her  spirited  citizens  with  a  skill  and  industry  rarely  equalled  and  never  surpassed. 
To  the  great  facilities  formerly  enjoyed  by  the  merchants  of  Bristol  another 
advantage  has  been  added  by  the  construction  of  the  Great  Western  Railway, 
which  has  opened  a  rapid  channel  of  intercourse  between  the  Thames  and  the 
Severn, — the  London  docks  and  the  harbour  of  Bristol.  This  event  has  been 
still  further  advantageous  in  having  given  origin  to  various  ramifications  of  the 
same  means  of  conveyance,  so  that  the  products  of  our  native  manufactures  can  be 
thrown  into  this  channel,  and  an  interchange  effected,  with  a  cheapness  and 
facility  quite  unprecedented  in  the  history  of  our  inland  commerce.  That  Bristol 
has  recently  extended  her  commercial  interests  by  her  connexion  with  the  West 
Indies,  Russia,  France,  and  Germany,  is  abundantly  indicated  by  the  numerous 
traders  from  those  countries  which  are  to  be  seen  Jading  and  unlading  in  her 
ji&it. 

Bristol  possesses  no  less  than  nineteen  parish  churches,  with  a  population - 
not  including  the  suburbs — considerably  under  sixty  thousand.     The  cathedrul, 
an  aijcient  and  most  venerable  pile,  was  founded  about  the  middle  of  the  twelfth 
century  by  the   mayor  of  Bristol,   and,  till  tlie  reign  of  Henry  the  Second,  it 

•  In  allusion  to  the  ci'vstal-bnlliaiits,  long  kuuwi  as  "  Bristol  diamonds." 
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served  as  a  priory  of  Black  Canons.  It  was  then  converted  into  an  abbey,  and 
subsequently,  on  the  dissolution  of  monastic  establishments,  under  Ilenry  the 
Eighth,  it  underwent  the  further  change  into  a  cathedral,  dedicated  to  the  Holy 
Trinity.  A  bishop,  dean,  six  secular  canons  or  prebendaries,  one  archdeacon,  six 
minor  canons  or  priests'-vicars,  a  deacon  and  subdeacon,  six  lay  clerks,  six 
choristers,  two  grammar-schoolmasters,  four  almsmen,  and  others,  were  endowed 
with  the  site,  church,  and  greatest  part  of  the  lands  of  the  old  monastery.  The 
various  changes  it  has  undergone  exhibit  the  finest  specimens  of  English  archi- 
tecture peculiar  to  the  several  periods  at  which  they  took  place.  All  the  orna- 
mental work  is  of  the  purest  design,  and  elaborately  executed,  but  on  which  our 
limited  space  vrill  not  permit  us  to  enlarge.  Several  of  the  lateral  chapels  are  in 
fine  taste  and  preservation,  containing  monuments  of  the  founder,  of  several  abbots, 
and  bishops ;  also  those  erected  to  the  memory  of  Mrs.  Draper — the  "  Eliza"  of 
Steme,  Mrs.  Mason,  and  Lady  Hesketh,  which  awaken  feelings  of  deep  interest 
in  every  mind  imbued  with  the  literary  history  of  the  last  century. 

On  the  east  bank  of  the  Avon  is  Redcliff  Parade,  affording  a  beautiful  prospect 
of  the  city,  shipping,  and  surrounding  country.  The  quay,  which  extends 
from  St.  Giles's  to  Bristol  Bridge,  exceeds  a  mile  in  length,  and  is  known  by 
the  quaint  names  of  the  Back^  the  Grove,  and  the  Gib.  On  the  banks  of  the 
river  below  the  city  are  numerous  dockyards,  as  well  as  the  merchants'  floating 
dock.  The  several  squares  in  Bristol  are  handsome :  Queen's-square  has  a 
spacious  walk,  shaded  with  trees,  and  an  equestrian  statue  of  William  III.,  by 
Rysbrach,  in  the  centre ;  King's-square  is  well  built  on  an  agreeable  slope ;  on 
the  north-west  side  of  the  city  is  Braudon-hill,  where  the  laundresses  dry  their 
linen,  as  they  profess,  in  virtue  of  a  charter  from  Queen  Elizabeth. 

Clifton,  two  miles  west  of  Bristol,  is  charmingly  situated  on  the  summit  of  the 
northern  cliffs  above  the  river  Avon  ;  many  of  the  houses  are  occupied  by  in- 
valids, who  seek  the  aid  of  Bristol  Hot  Wells,  situated  at  the  western  extremity 
of  Clifton,  near  the  stupendous  rock  of  St.  Vincent.  From  its  summit  above  the 
banks  of  the  Avon  there  is  a  fine  prospect  of  the  river  and  its  environs,  embracing 
some  of  the  most  fertile  land  in  Somersetshire,  as  well  as  the  western  part  o£ 
BristoL 
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The  church  of  St.  Mary  Redcliffe's,  Bristol,  was  founded  in  1249,  and  not 
completed  till  1375,  an  interval  of  a  hundred  and  twenty-six  years.  The  founder 
was  Simon  de  Burton,  mayor  of  Bristol.  It  is  pronounced  by  Camden  as  "  on  all 
accounts  the  first  oarish  church  in  England."  It  has,  of  course,  undergone,  in  the 
long  lapse  of  generations,  many  changes,  reoairs.  and  perhans  improvements.  In 
the  middle  of  the  fifteenth  century,  after  having  been  seriously  damaged  in  a  stomi, 
it  was  repaired  by  William  Cannynge  the  mayor  ;  and,  owing  to  the  extent  of 
these  repairs,  he  has  established  a  just  claim  to  the  gratitude  of  posterity  as  the 
second  founder,  and  to  commemorate  the  restoration  thus  effected,  two  beautiiul 
monumental  statues  were  erected  to  the  memory  of  himself  and  his  wife  in  the 
church.  This  patriotic  and  pious  individual  was  five  times  mayor  of  Bristol,  and 
makes  a  prominent  figure  in  the  Chatterton  controversy.  It  is  to  be  regretted,  how- 
ever, that  the  spire  was  never  restored,  which,  with  the  tower,  was  originally  two 
hundred  and  fifty  feet  high.  So  great  was  the  beauty  of  this  sacred  edifice,  that  it 
was  celebrated  over  the  whole  coimtry  as  a  masterpiece  of  art,  and  attracted  numerous 
visitors ;  nor  has  that  admiration  diminished  with  the  lapse  of  time,  for  there  are 
very  few  individuals,  curious  in  the  mystery  of  ecclesiastical  architecture,  who  have 
not  visited  or  studied  the  specimen  here  preserved. 

The  church  is  built  in  the  form  of  a  cross;  and  the  nave,  which  rises  above  the 
aisles  in  the  manner  of  a  cathedral,  is  lighted  by  a  series  of  lofty  windows  on  each 
side,  and  supported  by  flying-buttresses.  The  tower  is  large  and  richly  orna- 
mented, hke  the  remaining  part  of  the  spire,  with  carved  work,  niches,  and  statues. 
The  principal  entrance  is  from  the  west  front ;  but  there  are  porches  both  to  the 
northern  and  southern  sides.  Of  the  first  of  these  the  interior  is  very  beautiful ;  and 
it  was  over  this  porch  that  the  room  was  situated  in  which  Chatterton,  whose  father 
was  sexton  of  the  church,  pretended  to  have  found  the  poems  which  he  attributed 
to  Rowley,  The  length  of  the  church  is  two  hundred  and  thirty-nine  feet,  that  of 
the  transept  one  hundred  and  seventeen  feet.  It  is  remarkable  that  the  transept 
consists  of  three  divisions  or  aisles,  like  the  body  of  the  church  ;  and  the  effect  thus 
produced  is  fine  and  striking,  when  the  spectator  places  himself  in  the  centre  and 
looks  around  him.     The  breadth  of  the  nave  and  aisles  is  fifty -nine  feet;  the  height 
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of  the  nave  is  fifty-four  feet,  and  that  of  the  aisles  twenty-five  feet.  The  roof,  which 
is  nearly  sixty  feet  in  height,  is  arched  with  stone,  and  ornamented  with  various 
devices.  Although  externally  this  church  has  all  the  appearance  of  a  massive 
structure,  it  has  nevertheless,  from  its  loftiness  and  the  peculiar  beauty  of  its  masonry, 
a  light  and  airy  appearance  both  within  and  without ;  and  justifies  the  high 
eulogiura,  which  we  have  already  quoted,  as  pronounced  upon  it  by  Camden. 
Among  the  sepulchral  treasures  contained  in  this  church,  is  the  tomb  of  Sir  Wilham 
Penn,  father  of  the  celebrated  founder  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  business  of  shipbuilding  is  carried  on  to  a  very  considerable  extent  in 
Bristol;  and  stimulated  by  that  spirit  which  has  always  characterized  the  magis- 
trates and  merchants  of  Biistol,  added  to  the  vast  improvements  which  have  been 
so  recently  affected,  it  is  confidently  beUeved,  that  this  ancient  city  and  port  are 
now  entering  upon  a  fresh  epoch  in  their  commercial  prosperity. 

The  principal  exports  are  derived  from  the  neighbouring  manufactures;  and  the 
imports  consist  cliiefly  of  sugar,  rum,  wine,  wool,  tobacco,  coffee,  turpentine,  hemj), 
and  timber.  Tlie  quay  extends  upwards  of  a  mile  along  the  banks  of  the  rivers 
Frome  and  Avon.  Owing  to  the  serious  inconvenience  and  frequent  damage 
sustained  by  large  vessels,  when  lying  at  low  water  in  the  river,  a  floating  harbour 
was  formed  here  at  great  expence  in  1 804.  To  accompHsh  so  important  a  design 
the  course  of  the  Avon  was  changed  ;  the  old  channel  was  dammed  up  to  form  the 
new  harbour,  which,  communicating  with  the  river,  is  accessible  at  all  times,  with 
sufficient  depth  of  water  for  vessels  of  the  largest  size.  This  great  work,  comprising 
the  elegant  iron  bridges  over  the  Avon,  was  the  result  of  five  years'  labour,  and  an 
enormous  expenditure  ;  and,  although  much  benefit  has  accrued  to  the  port  from  the 
success  of  so  spirited  an  undertaking,  still  the  expectations  to  which  it  naturally  gave 
rise,  as  to  the  extension  of  commerce,  have  not  been  realized.  This  is  attributable 
to  various  local  causes. 


CLIFTOX. 

THE    SUSPENSION   BRIDGE. 

*  Scared  at  thy  presence,  start  the  train  of  Death, 
And  hide  their  whips  and  scorpions ;  thee,  confosed, 
Slow  Fever  creeps  from ;  thee  the  meagre  fiend 
Consumption  flies,  and  checks  his  rattling  cough  ! " 

Address  to  the  Bristol  Founta;n. 

The  village  of  Clifton  has  long  been  distinguished  among  our  native  watering- 
places  as  the  Montpelier  of  England.  In  point  of  situation,  and  the  beautiful 
and  varied  scenery  it  commands,  it  is  without  a  rival  among  those  numerous 
springs  which,  from  their  medicinal  virtues,  have  risen  into  universal  renute.  It 
occupies  a  very  elevated  position ;  and  from  the  windows  of  his  apartment  the 
visitor  may  enjoy  enchanting  views  of  the  western  part  of  Bristol,  the  Avon,  and 
the  numerous  vessels  that  ghde  to  and  fro  upon  its  waters.  The  plateau,  which 
terminates  a  gradual  ascent  from  the  river,  is  covered  with  elegant  bmldino-s, 
that  furnish  excellent  accommodation  to  the  numerous  visitors  who  annually 
resort  to  these  salubrious  fountains.  Many  private  families  of  opulence  and 
respectability  make  this  their  principal  residence,  and  with  justice,  for  few  situa- 
tions in  the  British  empire  can  supply  more  varied  and  rational  sources  of 
enjoyment.  Those  who  seek  to  combine  the  blessings  of  health  with  rational 
amusement  and  mental  cultivation,  will  very  rarely  be  disappointed  in  selectintr 
the  now  "  classic"  shades  of  Clifton  as  a  residence. 

The  Bristol  hot-well — "  Bristoliensis  aqua" — is  a  pure  thermal,  sliffhtly  acidu- 
lated spring.  The  fresh  water  is  inodorous,  perfectly  limpid  and  sparkling,  and 
sends  forth  numerous  air-bubbles  when  poured  into  a  glass.  It  is  very  agreeable 
to  the  taste,  and  in  specific  gravity  approaches  very  nearly  to  that  of  distilled 
water ;  a  fact  which  proves  that  it  contains  only  an  extremely  minute  admixture 
of  foreign  ingredients.  The  temperature  of  this  water,  taking  the  average  of  the 
most  accurate  observations,  may  be  reckoned  at  74°;  a  degree  of  temperature 
which  is  scarcely,  if  at  all,  influenced  by  the  difference  of  season.  The  water 
contains  both  solid   and  gaseous  matter,  and   the  distinction  between  the  two 
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requires  to  be  attended  to,  as  it  is  owing  to  its  very  minute  proportion  of  solid 
matter  that  it  deserves  the  character  of  a  very  fine  natural  spring.  To  its  excess 
in  gaseous  contents  it  is  principally  indebted  for  its  medicinal  properties, — what- 
ever these  may  be, — independently  of  those  of  mere  water  with  an  increase  of 
temperature.  The  principal  ingredients  of  the  hot-well  water  are  a  large  propor- 
tion of  carbonic  acid  gas — fixed  air — a  certain  portion  of  magnesia  and  lime 
in  various  combinations  with  the  muriatic,  sulphuric,  and  carbonic  acids.  The 
general  inference  is  that  it  is  remarkably  pure  for  a  natural  fountain,  from  the 
fact  of  its  containing  no  other  solid  matter — and  that  in  less  quantity — than  what 
is  contained  in  almost  any  common  spring-water.  Much,  however,  of  the  merit 
ascribed  to  the  Bristol  and  Clifton  wells  is  due  to  the  mild  and  temperate  climate 
of  the  place,  which  of  itself  is  suflBcient  to  recommend  Bristol  as  a  desirable 
residence  for  invalids. 

Independently  of  its  medicinal  waters,  Clifton  has  many  attractions,  which  from 
time  to  time  have  been  the  subjects  both  of  painting  and  poetry,  and  made  it  the 
favoured  residence  of  many  distinguished  individuals.  Of  the  latter,  none  have 
deserved  better  of  their  country  than  Mrs.  Hannah  More,  whose  writings  breathe 
the  purest  sentiments  of  religion  and  morality,  and  whose  personal  Memoirs  form 
one  of  the  most  interesting  volumes  in  English  biography. 

The  Suspension  Bridge,  which  forms  so  prominent  a  feature  in  our  engraving, 
IS  unfortunately  still  far  from  that  state  of  completion  in  which  the  artist  has  been 
pleased  to  depict  it  Many  years  have  passed  since  its  commencement,  and  still 
more  thousands  of  pounds  have  been  expended  in  preparation,  and  yet  this  great 
and  useful  work  remains  a  monument  of  misapplied  capit"'  and  wasted  labour. 


BATH. 

"  O'er  sncient  Baden's  mystic  s(>rirx 
Hygeia  broods  with  watchful  wing. 
And  speeds  from  its  sulphureous  source 
The  steamy  torrent's  secret  course ; 
And  fans  the  eternal  sparks  of  latent  fir? 
In  deep  unfathomed  beds  below, 
By  Bladud's  magic  taught  to  flow — 
Bi.AJ)UD,  high  theme  of  Fancy's  Gothic  lyre !" 

Wartos. 

The  origin  of  Bath,  like  that  of  other  celebrated  towns,  is  involved  in  obscurity. 
To  its  medicinal  springs,  however,  it  is  solely  indebted  for  the  great  reputation  it 
has  enjoyed  for  centuries,  as  a  sanctuary  for  the  afflicted,  a  cheerful  asylum  for  the 
invalid,  and  as  a  favourite  point  of  reunion,  where  social  pleasure  and  mental 
cultivation  were  sure  of  a  kindred  reception  among  the  many  gifted  spirits  who 
have  sought  health  or  relaxation  in  its  shades.  The  comparative  quiet  which  here 
prevails  is  not  without  its  importance  to  the  invalid  ;  after  the  dissipation  of  a 
season  in  Town,  a  retreat  to  Bath  is  like  the  tranquillity  of  a  monastery  after  the 
excitement  of  a  military  campaign.  This  was  more  particularly  felt  and  acknow- 
ledged as  long  as  the  continent  remained  shut ;  but  during  the  last  twenty  years 
the  temptation  to  foreign  travel  and  tlie  fame  of  certain  continental  spas  have 
annually  diverted  from  home  a  great  many  of  those  whose  cases,  it  is  probable, 
would  have  benefited  in  an  equal  measure  by  resorting  to  the  thermal  waters  of 
Eath.  Travelling,  however,  is  of  itself  a  sanatory  process ;  and  to  this,  to  the 
changes  of  scene,  of  society,  of  diet,  and  to  the  mental  excitement  produced  by  a 
succession  of  new  scenes  and  incidents,  the  Invalid  is  more  indebted  than  to  any  of 
the  numerous  spas,  to  which  the  credit  of  a  cure  is  so  generally  ascribed  by  the 
recruited  votary.  This  is  a  fact  well  known  to  the  physician,  and  corroborated  by 
the  results  of  daily  experience.  When  such  means  are  impracticable,  however,  the 
society  and  the  waters  of  Bath  furnish  excellent  substitutes ;  and  the  testimonies 
in  their  favour  are  too  well  supported  by  ancient  and  "  modern  instances "  to 
require  any  eulogium  in  a  work  like  the  present. 

The  trade  of  Bath,  like  that  of  most  great  watering-places,  is  greatly  dependent 
on  its  visitors.    Hotels  and  lodging-houses  are  numerous,  elegant,  commodious,  and 
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fitted  for  the  accommoaation  of  all  classes  of  society.  Property,  nevertheless,  has 
suffered  much  depreciation  of  late  years,  owing  to  various  causes,  and  not  a  little 
to  the  preference  given  to  those  continental  spas  already  alluded  to,  by  which  many 
of  the  streams  which  used  to  flow  in  upon  Bath  as  a  regular  source  of  prosperity 
have  been  greatly  diminished  or  entirely  dried  up. 

The  public  amusements  of  Bath  are  numerous  and  liberally  conducted.  Of 
these  the  most  important  are  the  subscription  assemblies  and  concerts,  at  which  a 
master  of  the  ceremonies  presides — a  functionary  of  high  authority,  who  holds  his 
office  in  regular  descent  from  the  hands  of  the  celebrated  Beau  Nash.  The  latter 
gentleman,  by  a  peculiar  union  of  good  sense,  "effrontery,  wit,  vivacity,  and 
perseverance,  acquired  an  ascendancy  among  the  votaries  of  rank  and  fashion  which 
rendered  him  a  species  of  modish  despot,  to  whose  decrees  it  was  deemed  a  part 
of  the  loyalty  of  high  breeding  to  yield  in  silent  submission."  The  assemblies  are 
held  in  the  Upper  Rooms,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Circus,  which  were  erected  in 
1791,  at  an  expense  of  twenty  thousand  pounds.  The  Ball-room  is  one  hundred 
and  five  feet  long,  forty-three  feet  wide,  and  forty-two  high.  The  Lower  Assembly- 
rooms  stood  near  the  Parade,  and  were  also  very  elegantly  fitted  up,  though  on  a 
less  extensive  scale,  but  were  destroyed  by  fire  in  1820.  The  theatre  is  a  hand- 
some edifice,  fitted  up  in  splendid  style,  with  three  tiers  of  boxes,  and  the  roof 
divided  into  compartments,  containing  the  beautiful  paintings  by  Cassali  which 
formerly  occupied  a  similar  place  in  Fontliill  Abbey. 

In  the  vicinity  of  Bath,  especially  on  Lansdown  and  Claverton  Downs,  there 
are  delightful  spots  for  equestrian  exercise.  Eaces  take  place  on  the  former  of 
these  the  week  after  Ascot  races. 

Bath  is  eminently  distinguished  for  its  numerous  public  charities,  its  literary 
and  scientific  institutions,  its  society  for  the  encouragement  of  agriculture,  the  arts, 
manufactures,  and  commerce ;  its  clubs,  subscription-rooms,  libraries,  schools,  and 
hospitals. 

The  diseases  in  which  the  waters  of  Bath  are  resorted  to  are  very  numerous, 
and  in  many  instances  consist  of  such  as  are  the  most  difficult  and  important  of  all 
that  come  under  medical  treatment.  In  most  cases  the  bath  is  used  along  with 
the  waters  as  an  internal  medicine — first  adopted  in  the  case  of  King  Charlcb. 
The  general  indications  of  the  propriety  of  using  these  medicinal  waters  are  chiefly 
m  cases  where  a  gentle,  gradual,  and  permanent  stimulus  is  required.  Bath  water 
may  certainly  be  considered  as  a  chalybcnte,  in  which  the  iron  is  very  small  in 
quantity,  but  in  a  highly  active  form,  whilst  the  degree  of  temperature  is  in  itsoll 
a  stimulus  of  considerable  power. 


TINTAGEL  CASTLE. 

This  Engraving,  after  Mr.  Jendles'  spirited  sketch,  embraces  not  only  Tintagel 
Castle,  but  one  of  rnose  more  useful  erections  wliicli  modern  science  has  rendered 
available  to  commercial  purposes,  and  intended  for  the  shipment  of  ores  from  the 
neio-hbouring  mine.  The  different  character  of  the  erections  which  crown  the 
opposing  chfFs  mark  the  widely  separated  eras  of  their  erection,  while  both  become 
objects  of  deep  interest  to  those  who  see  in  the  ruins  of  the  one  hand,  and  the 
progressively  improving  mechanism  of  the  other,  a  type  of  the  spirit  which 
animated  our  warlike  ancestors  to  maintain  their  dominant  power  over  their  native 
soil,  converted  in  their  more  peaceful  descendants  into  a  determination  to  make 
the  best  use  of  the  treasures  it  contains. 

Tintagel  Castle  is  situated  partly  on  tne  extroniity  of  a  tohl  rock  of  slate,  on 
the  coast,  and  partly  on  a  rocky  island,  with  which  it  was  formerly  connected  by 
a  drawbridge,  and  is  of  great  antiquity.  This  castle  is  said  to  have  been  the 
birthplace  of  King  Arthur,  but  his  history  is  so  blended  with  the  marvellous, 
that  his  very  existence  has  been  doubted,  and  the  circumstances  connected  with 
his  birth  are  certainly  not  amongst  those  parts  of  the  relation  which  are  most 
entitled  to  credit.  It  was,  however,  said  by  Lord  Bacon,  that  there  was  truth 
enough  in  his  story  to  make  him  famous  besides  that  which  was  fabulous. 

In  the  year  1245,  Eichard  Earl  of  Cornwall,  brother  to  King  Henry  III.,  was 
accused  of  having  afforded  an  asylum  in  Tintagel  Castle  to  his  nephew  David, 
Prince  of  Wales,  and  in  the  reign  of  Henry  III.  the  castle  and  manor  of  Tintagel 
were  annexed  to  the  Duchy  of  Cornwall.  So  little  remains  of  the  walls  of  this 
ancient  and  formerly  impregnable  castle,  that  the  date  of  its  erec  ion  cannot  even 
be  conjectured  from  the  style  of  the  architecture :  it  is  certain  that  the  castle  was 
in  a  dilapidated  state  in  1337,  in  which  year  a  survey  was  made.  There  was  then 
no  governor,  but  the  priest  who  officiated  in  the  chapel  of  the  castle  had  the 
custody  of  it,  without  fee.  It  is  described  as  a  castle  sufficiently  walled,  in  which 
were  two  chambers  beyond  the  two  gates,  in  a  decayed  state.  A  chamber,  with  a 
small  kitchen  for  the  constable,  in  good  repair ;  a  stable  for  eight  horses,  decayed ; 
and  a  cellar  and  bakehouse,  ruinous.     The  timber  of  the  great  hall  had  been  taKen 
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^own  by  command  of  John  of  Eltham,  Ear!  of  Cornwall,  because  the  hall  wag 
ruinous,  and  the  walls  of  no  value. 

In  the  reign  of  Richard  II.,  Tintagel  Castle  was  made  a  state  prison,  and  in 
1385,  John  Northampton,  lord  mayor  of  London,  was  committed  to  this  castle. 
Thomas  Beauchamp,  Earl  of  Warwick,  was  also  a  prisoner  here  in  1397.  "  The 
ruins  of  Tintagel  Castle,"  says  the  Rev.  R.  Warner,  "  claim  dominion  over 
unqualified  desolation ;  over  one  wide  and  wild  scene  of  troubled  ocean,  barren 
coimtry,  and  horrid  rocks :  its  situation  and  aspect  quite  chilled  the  tourist,"  and 
in  continuation  of  his  description,  he  introduces  the  less  sublime  remark,  "  tliat  to 
look  at  it  was  enough  to  give  one  the  tooth-ache." 

Tintagel  was  made  a  free  borough  by  Richard  Earl  of  Cornwall,  and,  as  well 
as  Trevenna,  about  a  mile  distant  from  each  other,  forms  part  of  the  borough  of 
Bossiney,  which  formerly  sent  two  members  to  parliament.  Although  not  incor- 
porated, it  is  governed  by  a  mayor.  At  Trevenna  is  an  annual  fair  for  horned 
cattle  on  the  first  Monday  after  the  19th  of  October  ;  and  at  Tintagel  is  a  school 
supported  by  the  mayor  and  free  burgesses.  The  church,  dedicated  to  St.  Sim 
phorian,  is  a  vicarage,  in  the  patronage  of  the  dean  and  chapter  of  Windsor.  It 
was  formerly  appropriated  to  the  abbey  of  Fonteverard,  in  Normandy,  but  having 
passed  in  the  same  manner  as  Leighton  Buzzard,  in  Bedfordshire,  was  given,  by 
King  Edward  IV.,  to  the  collegiate  chapel  of  St.  (ieorge  at  Windsor. 
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iBK  View  of  Plymouth  is  taken  from  the  grounds  of  Mount  Ed<.ecumbc, 
look.njr  across  the  lower  part  of  the  Sound.     About  the  middle  distance  is  St. 
.Niclioks'    Island;    beyond  which   are   perceived   the   ramparts   of   the   citadel 
Between  the  citadel  and  the  point  of  land  to  the  right,  where  several  small  vessels 
are  seen,  is  the  entrance  of  the  creek  called  the  Cutwater. 

The  towns  of  Plymouth  and  Devonport-the  latter  until  1824  having  usually 
been  called  Plymouth  Dock,  or  briefly,  Dock-stand  nearly  in  the  same  relation 
to  each  otl^er  as  Portsmouth  and  Portsea,  except  that  they  are  not  conti^nious  the 
distance  between  them  being  about  a  mile  and  a  half  Plymouth  i°s  the  old 
borough,  and  Devonport  is  the  modem  town  ;  the  latter,  indeed,  has  been  entirely 
l.ui  t  withii,  tlie  last  hundred-and-htty  yoai3,  since  the  establishment  of  the  royal 
dockyard  by  William  III.,  in  1691.  Each  town  returns  two  members  to  Par- 
liament, this  privilege  having  been  conierred  on  Devonport  by  the  Keform  Bill- 
and  the  municipal  government  of  each  is  vested  in  separate  authorities.  Plymouth 
«nd  Devonport,  with  Stonchouse,  which  lies  between  them,  may  be  considered  as 
tonn.ng  one  large  town,  which  occupies  a  parallelogram  about  two  miles  and  a  half 
m  length  by  one  in  breadth,  and  contains,  with  the  suburbs  of  Morice-town  and 
.Stoke,  about  a  hundred  thousand  inhabitants. 

Plymouth  harbour,  or,  as  it  is  generally  called,  Sutton  Pool,  is  on  the  land 
side  nearly  surrounded  by  houses,  and  the  entrance  to  it  from  the  Catwater  U 
pn,teeted  by  two  stone  piers,  about  ninety  feet  apart.     Plymouth  has  a  consi- 
clerable  coasting  trade  with  London,  Bristol,  Hull,  Newcastle,  and  other  parts  of 
Lngland,  an,]  also  carnes  on  a  direct  trade  with  the  Baltic,  the  Mediterranean 
Anier.ca.  and  the  West  Indies.     The  principal  exports  are  copper,  tin,  and  lead- 
O.V,  manganese,  -rranite,  and  pilchards.     There  are  about  fifty  decked  fishin.r-boat« 
b  longing  to  Plymoutli,  which  not  only  supply  its  market  and  that  of  Devonport 
u-.ta  plenty  of  excellent  fish,  but  also  furnish  a  considerable  quantity  for  Bath 
L.mdon,  -and  other  places.     The  fish  most  common  in  Plymouth  market  arc  hake 
ius-e.  gurnards,  pipers,  tub-fish,  uhiting-pouts,  soles,  mullets  red  and  .^rey,  and 
.f-'ui-Dones.     Quin,  that  ho  might  enjoy  the  latter  fish  in  perfection:  took  an 
e.xpix.s  j,>ur„ey  from  Bath  to  Plymouth.      The  export  of  granite.  az.<l  other  kind.. 
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of  stone  for  the  purposes  of  building,  is  greatly  facilitated  by  a  railway,  which 
extends  from  about  the  middle  of  Dartmoor  to  the  quays  at  Sutton  Pool  and  Cat- 
water.  The  larger  class  of  merchant-vessels  generally  anchor  in  the  Catwater ;  and 
in  time  of  war  it  is  the  usual  rendezvous  for  transports.  It  is  sheltered  from 
south-westerly  gales  by  Mount  Battan,  and  is  sufficiently  spacious  to  afford 
anchorage  for  six  or  eight  hundred  sail  of  such  ships  as  are  usually  employed  in 
the  merchant  service.  Tliere  are  about  320  ships  belonging  to  Plymoutli,  the 
tonnage  of  which^according  to  the  old  admeasurement,  is  about  26,000  tons. 

Though  the  neighbourhood  of  Plymouth  affords  so  many  beautiful  and 
interesting  views,  the  town  itself  presents  but  little  to  excite  the  admiration  of  the 
stranger.  It  is  very  irregularly  built ;  and  most  of  the  old  houses  have  a  very 
mean  appearance,  more  especially  when  contrasted  with  some  of  recent  erection. 
Several  large  buildings,  within  the  last  twenty  or  thirty  years,  have  been  erected 
at  Plymouth  and  Dcvonport,  in  the  pure  Grecian  style;  and  the  two  towns  afford 
ample  evidence  of  the  imitative  genius  of  the  architects.  At  the  corner  of  almost 
every  principal  street,  the  stranger  is  presented  with  reminiscences  of  Stuart,  and 
Revctt's  Athens. 

Plymouth  citadel  is  situated  to  the  southward  of  the  town,  and  at  the  eastern 
extremity  of  the  rocky  elevation  called  the  Hoe.  It  commands  the  passage  to  the 
Hamoaze,  between  St.  Nicholas'  Island  and  the  main-land,  as  well  as  the  entrance 
of  the  Catwater.  It  was  erected  on  the  site  of  the  old  fort,  in  the  reign  of 
Charles  II.,  and  consists  of  five  bastions,  which  are  further  strengtliened  with 
ravelins  and  homworks.  The  ramparts  are  nearly  three-quarters  of  a  mile  in 
circuit ;  and  there  are  platfoims  for  a  hundred-and-twenty  cannon.  The  entrance 
to  the  citadel  is  on  the  north,  through  an  outer  and  an  inner  gate.  Within  the 
walls  are  the  residence  of  tlie  lieutenant-governor,  officers'  houses  and  barracks  for 
the  garrison,  with  a  magazine,  chapel,  and  hospital.  In  the  centre  of  the  green 
is  a  bronze  statue  of  George  II.,  the  work  of  an  artist  named  Robert  Pitt,  and 
erected,  in  1728,  at  the  expense  of  Louis  Dufour,  Erq.,  an  officer  of  the  garrison. 
An  excellent  panoramic  view  of  Plymouth,  Saltram,  the  Catwater,  the  Sound, 
Mount  Edgecumbe,  and  other  places,  is  to  be  obtained  from  the  ramparts,  round 
which  visitors  are  permitted  to  walk. 
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MOUNT  EDGECUMBE. 

The  view  of  Mount  Edgccumbe  is  taken  from  Cremliill  point,  a  little  to  tlie 
south-east  of  the  entrance  of  Stonehouse  Creek.  About  the  centre  of  the  view  is 
perceived  a  battery,  near  to  the  Old  Blockhouse  which  was  erected  in  the  reign  of 
Queen  Ehzabeth  ;  between  the  masts  of  the  brig,  which  is  sailing  in  towards  the 
Hamoaze,  the  house  is  seen  ;  and  to  the  left,  in  the  distance,  is  Cawsand  Bay. 

For  upwards  of  two  hundred  years  the  situation  of  Mount  Edgecumbe,  whether 
looking  towards  it  or  from  it,  and  the  beauty  of  the  grounds  in  its  vicinity  have 
been  the  subject  of  general  admiration.  In  visiting  Mount  Edgecumbe  from 
Plymouth  or  Devonport,  the  most  usual  way  is  to  cross  at  the  ferry  from  Cremhill 
point.  The  gardens  generally  first  claim  the  visitor's  attention.  Near  the  lodge, 
on  the  left,  is  a  garden  laid  out  in  the  Italian  style,  and  surrounded  by  a  bank 
planted  with  evergreens.  In  this  garden  is  the  orangery,  and  opposite  to  it  is 
a  beautiful  terrace,  on  which,  and  in  the  grounds  below,  are  several  statues. 
The  %'isitor  is  next  shown  the  French  flower-garden,  which  is  planted  with  the 
most  beautiful  shrubs  and  flowers,  and  was  the  favourite  retreat  of  Sophia,  Countess 
of  Mount  Edgecumbe,  who  died  in  1806,  and  to  whose  memory  a  cenotaph, 
consisting  of  an  urn  and  a  tablet,  is  erected  within  its  bounds.  The  Enghsh 
garden  and  shrubbery  display  less  art,  but  are  no  less  beautiful  than  the  imitative 
gardens  of  Italy  and  France.  In  it  is  a  bath  of  the  Doric  order,  and  a  secluded 
walk  leads  to  a  rocky  excavation,  overspread  with  ivy  and  other  creeping  plants, 
amidst  lofty  evei'greens  :  fragments  of  antiques  are  scattered  amidst  heaps  of  stones 
in  this  romantic  dell.  In  the  pleasure-grounds,  a  path  continued  along  the  edge  of 
a  cliff,  which  aflFords  interesting  views  of  the  picturesque  sinuosities  of  the  coast,  leads 
to  a  verdant  lawn,  from  which  the  sides  rise  with  a  gentle  ascent  in  a  semicircle. 
The  acchvity  above  the  lawn  is  thickly  shaded  by  a  succession  of  trees,  which 
form  a  magnificent  amphitheatre,  and  display  an  endless  variety  of  foliage.  From 
different  parts  of  the  amphitheatre,  Bam  Poole  presents  the  appearance  of  an 
extensive  lake,  without  any  visible  communication  with  the  sea,  from  which  it 
appears  to  be  separated  by  the  diversified  hue  of  coast,  that  forms  its  boundary  on 
every  side.  At  the  entrance  of  a  wood  near  this  spot  is  an  Ionic  circular  temple 
dedicated  to  Milton,  whence  the  path  continues  on  the  margin  of  the  cliff,  through 
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plantations  and  shrubs,  which  fringe  the  rocky  coast  down  to  the  brink  of  the  soa. 
In  the  more  open  part  of  the  park  is  a  mock  ruin,  intended  as  a  picturesque  object 
from  the  grounds  and  from  the  opposite  shore.  A  cottage  near  the  cliff  is  overhung 
with  beautiful  evergreen  oaks,  the  windows  of  which  command  pleasing  sea  views 
in  opposite  directions.  After  ascending  a  perpendicular  rock,  by  a  winding  path  of 
perilous  appearance,  the  gi-eat  terrace  at  the  arch  presents  itself,  having  the 
appearance  of  a  perforation  in  the  cliff,  the  base  of  which  is  washed  by  the  waves 
of  tlie  Sound. 

The  walks  round  the  grounds  are  extremely  pleasing,  and  from  many  points 
excellent  views  are  obtained  of  Plymouth  Sound,  the  Hamoaze,  Devonport,  and 
the  surrounding  country.  It  seems,  however,  doubtful  if  the  circumstance  of 
a  nobleman's  seat  commanding  a  view  of  a  large  town,  at  the  distance  of  less  than 
a  mile,  be  an  advantage  to  it.  It  is  perhaps  not  altogether  pleasant  to  have 
a  country  seat  overlooked  by,  and  overlooking,  a  large  town.  Dr.  Johnson, 
alluding  to  the  view  of  Mount  iJdgecumbe,  has  observed,  that  ''  though  there  is 
the  grandeur  of  a  fleet,  there  is  also  the  Impression  of  there  being  a  dock-yard, 
the  circumstances  of  which  are  not  agreeable." 

The  house  at  Mount  Edgecumbe  was  erected  about  the  year  1550,  by  Sir 
Richard  Edgecumbe,  who  was  sheriff  of  Devonshire  in  the  thirty-fifth  year  of  tiie 
reign  of  Henry  VIII.,  in  the  castellated  style,  with  circular  towers  at  the  corners. 
About  seventy  years  ago,  those  towers  were  pulled  down,  and  rebuilt  In  their 
present  octangular  form.  In  the  principal  rooms  is  a  collection  of  family  portraits, 
including  a  few  by  Sir  Joshua  ReynoUs. 
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BRIXHAM. 


Here  IjUsv  Doaca  are  seen  :  some  overhaul 
Their  loaded  nets ;  some  shoot  the  lightened  trawl ; 
And,  while  their  drags  the  slimy  bottom  sweep, 
Stealthily  o'er  the  face  o'  the  waters  creep ; 
While  some  make  sail,  and  singly  or  together 
Furrow  the  sea  with  merry  wind  and  weather." 

W.  Stewart  Rose. 


In  the  Engraving  of  Brixham  Quay,  from  a  painting  by  Edward  Duncan,  the 
view  is  taken  from  the  eastward.  To  the  right,  from  the  end  of  the  pier,  several  of 
the  larger  class  of  fishing  vessels  belonging  to  the  place  are  perceived  lying  aground ; 
while,  further  in  the  harbour,  a  merchant  brig  is  seen  discharging  her  cargo.  In 
the  foreground,  to  the  left,  the  attention  of  a  group  appears  to  be  engaged  by  a 
small  ship  which  a  young  fisherman  holds  in  his  hands. 

Brixham  lies  about  a  mile  and  a  half  to  the  westward  of  Berry  Head,  the 
southern  extremity  of  Torbay,  in  the  county  of  Devon,  and  is  about  twenty-eight 
miles  south  of  Exeter,  and  one  hundred  and  ninety-eight  west-south-west  of 
London.  As  a  fishing  town,  Brixham  is  one  of  the  most  considerable  in  the 
kingdom.  The  total  number  of  fishing  vessels  belonging  to  the  place  is  nearly 
two  hundred,  of  which,  about  one  hundred  and  ten  are  from  thirty  to  forty  tons 
burden,  and  the  rest  from  six  to  eighteen  tons.  Besides  these,  there  are  several 
yawls  and  smaller  boats  which  are  employed  in  the  fishery  near  the  shore.  For 
years  past  about  seventy  of  the  larger  class  of  fishing  vessels  have  been  accustomed 
to  proceed  to  Ramsgate,  for  the  purpose  of  catching  fish  in  the  North  Sea  for  the 
supply  of  the  London  market.  They  usually  leave  Brixham  in  November  and 
December,  and  return  again  towards  the  latter  end  of  June.  The  Brixham 
fishermen  send  a  great  quantity  of  fish  to  the  Exeter,  Bath,  Plymouth,  and 
Bristol  markets.  The  principal  fish  which  they  take  are  cod,  ling,  conger-eels, 
turbot,  whitings,  hake,  soles,  skate  and  plaice,  with  herring  and  mackerel  in  the 
season.  A  quantity  of  whitings  are  generally  salted  and  dried  at  Brixham.  On 
the  coast  of  Devonshire  dried  whitings  are  called  "  buckhorn,"  a  name  sufiiciently 
expressive  of  their  hardness  and  insipidity.  Besides  the  vessels  employed  in  the 
fishery,  there  are  ships  belonging  to  Brixham  which  are  chiefly  engaged  in  the 
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West  Iiulia,  Mediterranean,  and  coasting  trades.  A  weekly  market,  with  a 
market-house  at  the  water-side,  was  estabHshed  here  in  1799,  and  in  1804  a  stone 
pier  of  gi'eat  strength  was  erected  at  the  expense  of  tlie  nation.  The  population 
of  the  place  is  about  5,000.  One  of  the  most  memorable  events  in  its  history  is 
the  landing  there  of  William  Prince  of  Orange,  afterwards  William  III.,  on  the 
5th  of  November,  1688.  The  view  of  Torbay,  from  the  cliffs  above  the  town,  is 
in  the  highest  degree  interesting,  especially  when  enlivened,  as  it  frequently  is, 
by  a  fleet  of  fishing-boats  dotting  its  placid  waters,  and  stretching  far  into  the 
British  Channel. 

At  an  early  period  the  manor  of  Brixham  was  held  by  the  Nevants  and  the 
Valletorts;  but  after  divers  ownerships  it  was  divided  into  twelve  quarters,  one 
of  which  was  purchased  by  twelve  fishermen  of  Brixham  Quay,  and  divided  into 
as  many  shares ;  some  of  these  have  been  much  farther  subdivided,  yet  their 
owners,  be  their  shares  ever  so  small,  have  the  local  denomination  of  Quay 
Lords. 

Brixham  Giurch  Town  is  about  a  mile  distant  from  the  quay.  The  church 
is  a  spacious  structure  of  the  date  of  the  fourteenth  century,  with  an  embattled 
tower,  and  the  peculiarities  of  the  architecture  of  that  period.  It  is  dedicated  to 
the  Virgin  Mary,  and  contains  several  monuments  of  considerable  antiquity,  the 
inspection  of  which  will  repay  the  antiquarian  for  the  visit. 

Torquay,  one  of  the  most  fashionable  watering-places  on  the  Devonshire 
coast,  is  situated  on  the  opposite  side  of  Torbay,  at  a  distance  of  about  five  miles 
by  water ;  but  if  the  journey  be  made  by  land,  the  curve  of  the  bay  extends  it 
upwards  of  nine.  It  is  sheltered  from  the  north  winds  by  the  promontory  of 
Hope's  Nose,  and  a  range  of  lofty  hills  which  form  its  northern  boundary.  It  is 
rapidly  increasing  in  extent,  and  is  spoken  of  in  terms  of  the  highest  admiration 
by  most  of  the  visitors.  The  houses  are  chiefly  built  of  a  kind  of  marble  found 
in  the  vicinity,  and  are  so  scattered  among  the  hills  and  dales  as  to  command 
delightful  views  of  the  surrounding  country.  On  the  coast  the  rock  scenery  is 
truly  magnificent,  and  from  the  heights  the  eye  ranges  over  a  wide  extent  of  cul- 
tivated land,  abounding  in  every  variety  of  nature,  and  terminated  by  the  distant 
outline  of  the  mountain  tope. 


E  X  M  O  U  T  H. 

The  town  of  Exmoutli,  as  its  name  imports,  is  situated  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Ex,  one  of  the  largest  rivers  in  Devonshire,  which,  rising  in  Exmoor,  in  Somer- 
setshire, flows  past  Tiverton,  Exeter,  and  Topsham,  and  after  a  course  of  about 
seventy  miles  discharges  itself  into  the  sea.  It  lies  on  the  left  bank  of  the  river, 
and  is  about  eleven  miles  to  the  south-eastward  of  Exeter,  and  one  iiundred  and 
sixty-eight  from  London.  It  is  sheltered  from  the  north-east  and  south-east 
winds ;  and  the  temperature  of  the  air  is  mild  and  highly  favourable  to  invalids. 
As  the  bathing-machines  are  placed  within  the  bar,  which  breaks  tlie  violence  of 
the  sea,  visiters  are  thus  enabled  to  bathe  in  safety  at  all  times.  There  are  also 
excellent  warm  sea- water  baths  in  the  town  for  such  as  require  them.  There  is 
a  convenient  market-place  at  Exmouth ;  and  a  new  church  was  erected  by  Lord 
Eolle  in  1825.  Exmouth  and  Littleham  constitute  a  united  parish,  the  popula- 
tion of  which  is  about  3,400.  In  1814,  the  late  Admiral  Sir  Edward  Pellew  was 
created  a  peer,  with  the  title  of  Baron  Exmouth;  and  in  1816,  after  his  expedition 
to  Algiers,  he  was  further  advanced  to  the  rank  of  Viscount. 

In  the  reign  of  lung  John,  Exmouth  appears  to  have  been  a  port  of  some 
consequence;  and  in  1347  it  furnished  ten  ships  and  one  hundred  and  ninety- 
three  mariners  to  the  grand  fleet  assembled  by  Edward  III.  for  his  expedition 
against  France.  In  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.,  Leland  calls  it  "  a  fisschar  tounlet," 
in  which  state  it  appears  to  have  continued  till  about  the  middle  of  the  last 
century,  when  it  began  to  increase,  in  consequence  of  the  number  of  persons 
visiting  it  for  the  sake  of  sea-bathing.  It  is  said  that  Exmouth  first  came  into 
repute  aa  a  watering-place  from  one  of  the  judges  of  assize  going  there  to  bathe, 
and  returning  -with  his  health  very  much  improved.  The  following  account  of 
the  place,  and  of  the  manner  in  which  the  visiters  passed  their  time  about  sixty 
years  ago,  is  from  a  letter  published  in  Polwhele's  History  of  Devon : — "  The 
village  is  a  very  pretty  one,  and  composed,  for  the  most  part,  of  cot-houses,  neat 
and  clean,  and  consisting  of  four  or  five  rooms,  which  are  generally  let  at  a  guinea 
a  week.  We  have  from  some  of  the  houses,  when  the  tide  is  in,  a  beautiful  view 
of  the  river,  which,  united  with  the  sea,  forms  a  fine  sheet  of  water  before  cur 
doors  of  large  extent.     Lord  Courtenay'a  and  Lord  Lisburne's  grounds,  rismg  in 
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inequalities  on  the  otl.cr  shore,  complete  the  perspective.  This  is  the  most  gay 
part  of  the  village;  but  then  its  brilliancy  is  only  temporary— for,  the  tide 
returned,  instead  of  a  line  sheet  of  water,  we  are  presented  with  a  bed  of  mud, 

whose  perfumes  are  not  equal  to  those  of  a  bud  of  roses Exmouth  boasts 

no  public  rooms  or  assemblies,  save  one  card  assembly,  in  an  inconvenient  apart- 
ment at  one  of  the  inns,  on  Monday  evenings.  The  company  meet  at  half  aftei 
five,  and  break  up  at  ten ;  they  play  at  shilling  whist,  or  twopenny  quadrille. 
We  have  very  few  young  people  here,  and  no  diversions;  no  belles  dames  amusing 
to  the  unmarried,  but  some  beldames  uuamusing  to  the  married.  Walking  on  a 
hill  which  commands  a  view  of  the  ocean,  and  bathing,  with  a  visit  or  two,  serve 
to  pass  awa}'  the  morning,  and  tea-drinking  in  the  evening." 

From  the  preceding  account  it  would  appear  that  Exmouth,  "  sixty  years 
since,"  was  but  a  dull  place,  even  at  the  height  of  the  season,  and  more  hkely  to 
induce  lowness  of  spirits  than  to  prove  a  remedy  for  care,  "  the  busy  man's 
disease;"  lor  what  temperament,  however  mercurial,  could  bear  up  against  the 
daily  round  ol'  tea-parties — where  silence  was  only  broken  by  the  "  beldame's" 
scandal — diversified  once  a  week  with  shilling  whist  or  twopenny  quadrille  ? 
Since  the  period  when  the  above-quoted  letter  was  written,  Exmouth  has  been 
greatly  improved,  and  many  large  houses  have  been  built  for  the  accommodation 
of  visiters.  But  since  the  cot-houses  have  been  elevated  to  handsome  three-storied 
dwellings,  it  is  only  fair  to  add  that  the  rate  of  lodgings  has  also  been  raised  in 
the  same  proportion ;  "  five  or  six  rooms,  neat  and  clean,"  are  no  longer  to  be 
obtained  at  a  guinea  a  week.  There  is  now  a  commodious  assembly-room  in  the 
town,  where  the  young  and  the  fair — who  are  not  so  scarce  at  Exmouth  as  they 
appear  to  have  been  sixty  years  ago — occasionally  meet  to  enjoy  the  amusement 
of  dancing ;  while  the  more  elderly  have  still  the  opportunity  of  cheating  time  at 
"  shilling  whist  or  twopenny  quadrille."  There  are  also  several  billiard  and 
reading-rooms,  which  are  places  pleasant  enough  to  while  away  an  hour  or  two 
in  when  it  rains;  and  tlie  monotony  of  the  morning  walk  on  the  hill,  and  the 
dulness  of  th<?  evening  tea-drinking,  are  now  frequently  diversified  with  cxcursitins 
bv  wat«r  t";  Powderham  Castle,  Dawlish,  Topsham,  and  places  adjacent. 


BLiDLEIGH-SALTERTON. 

The  village  of  Budleigli-Salterton  lies  about  half-way  between  Sldmoutli  and 
Esmouth,  and  at  a  short  distance  to  the  westward  of  the  mouth  of  the  river  Otter. 
It  is  pleasantly  situated  by  the  sea-shore ;  and  the  beauty  of  the  country  in  its 
vicinity,  and  the  convenience  afforded  for  sea-bathing,  have  caused  it  of  late  years 
to  be  much  frequented  as  a  watering-place. 

Of  the  many  watering-places  with  which  the  requirements  of  fashion  have 
sprinkled  our  southern  coasts,  there  are  few  which  can  boast  of  a  more  dehghtliil 
situation  than  the  subject  of  our  present  engraving.  Protected  on  both  sides  by 
the  surrounding  hills,  it  is  completely  sheltered  from  the  severity  of  those  winds 
which  are  frequently  the  bane  of  some  of  our  otherwise  most  eligible  retreats; 
while  its  view  of  the  ocean  is  uninterrupted  by  any  of  those  obstacles  which  add 
more  to  the  utility  than  the  beauty  of  our  older  sea-bathing  towns.  The  coast 
of  Devonshire  offers  peculiar  advantages  to  the  invahd ;  it  has  a  southern  aspect ; 
the  winters  are  milder  than  in  any  other  part  of  England,  and  the  north-east  wind, 
with  its  concomitant  evils,  is  less  felt  than  in  the  more  exposed  though  more 
popular  ports  of  the  Isle  of  Thanet.  In  addition  to  a  genial  climate,  Devonshire 
is  entitled  to  some  preference  on  the  score  of  economy  with  that  large  class  to 
whom  the  cost  of  even  an  occasional  residence  at  the  coast  is  a  serious  considera- 
tion ;  and  although  a  temporary  sojourn  at  any  watering-place  must  necessarily 
be  more  expensive  than  the  same  time  spent  in  a  rural  district,  the  visiter  will 
find  that  in  none  can  a  greater  share  of  the  comforts  and  even  luxuries  of  life  be 
obtained  upon  moderate  terms  than  in  Budleigh-Salterton  and  its  neighbotiring 
towns  of  Exmouth  and  Sidmouth. 

Another  advantage  which  these  smaller  towns  possess  is  the  freedom  from 
restraint  in  which  they  allow  their  patrons  to  indulge.  The  almost  slavish 
deference  which  the  higlier  classes  of  society  are  compelled  to  pay  to  certain  con- 
ventional rules  of  fashion  and  etiquette  may  be  quietly  laid  aside  during  a  resi' 
dence  at  such  towns  as  the  one  now  before  us,  and  this,  too,  without  fear  of 
forfeiting  that  claim  to  exclusiveness  which  every  grade  is  so  anxious  to  maintain 
against  the  "ue  below  it.  Few  persons  will  deny  the  gratification  that  they  have 
derived   from  an  occasional   relaxation   of  those   social   laws   tliat   restrict   our 
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actions  in  everyday  life ;  and  not  the  least  of  the  benefits  which  they  receive  from 
their  summer  visits  to  the  coast  may  be  traced  to  the  opportunities  which  they  affora 
for  their  becoming  again,  though  but  for  a  few  weeks,  or  even  days,  "  children  of 
a  larger  growth." 

The  village  of  East  Budleigh,  which  is  also  the  name  of  one  of  the  hundreds 
into  which  Devon  is  divided,  Hes  about  two  miles  above  Budleigh-Salterton,  on 
the  banks  of  the  river  Otter.  Leland,  in  his  Itinerary,  thus  notices  East  Budleigh : 
"  On  the  west  side  of  the  haven  is  Budelegh,  right  almost  against  Oterton,  but  it 
is  somewhat  more  from  the  shore  than  Otertou.  Lesse  then  an  hunderith  yeres 
sins,  ships  usid  this  harbour,  but  it  is  now  clene  barrid.  Some  call  this  Budeley 
Haven,  of  Budeley  town."  It  has  been  supposed  by  Polwhele  that  the  name 
Budleigh,  or  Budely,  is  derived  from  the  British  budelle,  a  stream,  and  that  it 
had  originated  from  the  number  of  springs  or  small  brooks  which  run  through 
every  valley  in  the  parish ;  for  scarcely  a  house  can  be  found  that  is  more  than  a 
furlong  distant  from  a  rivulet. 

Hayes,  near  East  Budleigh,  is  celebrated  as  the  birtliplace  of  Sir  Walter 
Raleigh.  This  fact  is  mentioned  in  our  notice  of  Ladram  Bay ;  but  the  following 
circumstance,  which  has  since  come  to  our  knowledge,  will  confirm  the  remarks 
we  then  made,  by  showing  the  hero's  love  for  the  place  of  his  birth,  and  its  pro- 
bable eflect  upon  his  after  life.  His  father  having  only  a  lease  of  the  property,  it 
subsequently  came  into  the  possession  of  a  person  named  Duke,  to  whom  Sir 
Walter  addressed  a  letter,  dated  "  From  the  Court,  26th  July,  1584,"  wherein 
he  expresses  a  wish  to  purchase  the  farm  and  house  of  Hayes,  and  says  that  from 
"  the  natural  disposition  he  has  to  that  place,  being  born  in  that  house,  he  would 
rather  seat  himself  there  than  any  where  else."  The  proprietor,  not  wishing  to 
have  so  great  a  man  lor  a  neighbour,  did  not  comply  with  Sir  Walter's  request 
The  letter,  about  fifty  years  ago,  was  to  be  seen  at  Otterton  House,  pasted  on  a 
piece  of  board  for  its  better  preservation.* 

At  St.  Mary  Ottery,  about  six  miles  above  East  Budleigh,  on  tlie  opposite 
side  of  the  river,  the  poet  Coleridge  was  born,  in  1772.  When  young  he  went 
to  London,  where  he  was  educated  at  Christ's  Hosjiltal ;  and  few  reminiscences  of 
the  place  of  his  birth  are  to  be  found  in  his  poems,  though  he  has  dedicated  one 
sonnet  to  his  "  Dear  native  brook,  wild  streamlet  of  the  west," — the  river  Otter. 

•  Polwhele's  ///story  of  Deron,  voi.  ii.  p.  2li). 
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STEW  FROM  THE   BEACH   AT   SIDMOUTHs 

LOOKING   TOWARDS   THE   SOUTH-WEST. 

In  this  view,  from  a  painting  by  J.  D.  Harding,  the  characteristic  features  of 
the  coast  of  Devon  are  moat  happily  expressed;  and  the  manner  in  which  the 
subject  is  treated  at  once  displays  the  feeling  of  the  artist  to  appreciate,  and  his 
ability  to  depict,  the  most  beautiful  scenery  of  the  English  coast.  The  simplicity 
of  truth  is  not  here  outraged  for  the  sake  of  pictorial  effect,  but  the  whole  compo- 
sition is  at  the  same  time  appropriate,  natural,  and  pleasing. 

Sidmouth  is  situated  on  the  southern  coast  of  Devonshire,  about  15  miiee 
soutii-east  of  Exeter,  and  158  south-west  of  London.  It  derives  its  name  from 
the  little  stream  called  the  Sid,  which  there  discharges  itself  into  the  sea.  The 
town  is  situated  at  the  end  of  a  beautiful  vale,  and  is  sheltered  on  the  east,  west,  and 
north  by  ranges  of  hills,  which  are  cultivated  to  their  very  summits.  It  occupies 
the  margin  of  a  small  bay,  bounded  on  the  east  by  Salcombe  Hill,  and  on  the  west 
by  Peak  Hill,  each  more  than  600  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea  at  low  water. 
The  undulating  and  richly-cultivated  vale  through  which  the  Sid  meanders  ia 
screened  towards  the  north  by  the  Gittisham  and  Honiton  Hills.  On  the  south 
it  commands  an  extensive  view  of  the  .«ea.  It  has  a  bold  and  open  shore,  and 
many  of  its  newest  houses  are  built  near  the  beach,  which  is  protected  from  the 
encroachments  of  the  sea  by  a  natural  rampart  of  shingly  pebbles,  that  rises 
in  four  or  five  successive  stages  from  near  low-water  mark,  and  terminates  in  a 
broad  and  commodious  promenade  about  one- third  of  a  mile  in  length.  Sidmouth 
has  two  suburbs,  respectively  called  the  Western  Town  and  the  Marsh.  It  has  a 
weekly  market  on  Saturday,  and  two  annual  fairs — the  one  on  Easter  Tuesday, 
the  other  on  the  Wednesday  after  September  1.  The  church  is  dedicated  to 
St.  Nicholas.  Its  revenues  were  granted,  in  1205,  by  Bishop  Marshall,  to  the 
monastery  of  St.  Michael,  in  Normandy,  to  which  the  priory  of  Otterton  was  a 
cell,  but  afterwards  reduced  with  those  of  the  other  alien  priories.  The  beauty  of 
its  situation,  the  mildness  and  salubrity  of  the  air,  and  the  conveniences  afforded 
for  sea-bathing,  have  caused  Sidmouth  to  be  much  frequented  within  the  last  forty 
years  as  a  watering-place ;    and  there  are  now  many  private  residences  or  the 

o 


VIEW  FROM  THE  BEACH  AT  SIDMOUTH. 

nobility  and  gentry  erected  in  its  immediate  vicinity,  the  proprietors  of  which, 
attracted  by  the  beauty  of  the  scenery,  and  the  mild,  sheltered  character  of  the 
situation,  reside  there  during  the  greater  part  of  the  year ;  thus  giving  a  superiority 
to  the  society,  which  the  visitor  cannot  alwavs  find  in  sea-bathing  towns  of  a  much 
larger  population. 

Sidmouth  is  a  place  of  great  antiquity  ;  and  in  1348  it  supplied  three  ships  and 
sixty-two  mariners  to  the  great  fleet  of  Edward  III.  It  has  been  said  that  there 
was  formerly  a  good  harbour  at  Sidmouth,  but  that  it  became  so  choked  up  with 
sand,  that  no  ships  could  enter.  This  account,  however,  is  considered  by  the 
Rev.  Edmund  Butcher  to  be  inaccurate.  He  says  that  no  sand  has  destroyed  its 
harbour ;  and  he  is  of  opinion  that  there  never  was  one  of  any  magnitude  at  the 
place.  He,  however,  thinks  that  there  might  have  been  a  kind  of  natural  basin, 
in  which  the  small  vessels  of  former  times  might  have  rode,  or  even  discharged 
their  cargoes,  with  less  risk  than  is  at  present  incurred  by  vessels  which  unload 
on  the  bejcn. 


CAVES  AT  LADRAM  BAY. 

Ladram  Bay  is  on  the  southern  coast  of  Devonshire,  and  lies  between 
Sidmouth  and  the  mouth  of  the  river  Otter.  It  is  of  small  extent,  and  is  neither 
noticed  by  any  of  tbe  historians  of  the  country,  nor  described  in  any  crmde-book. 
The  Lade  rock  forms  its  eastern  extremity;  and  to  the  westward  it  is  bounded  by 
a  similar  promontory,  near  to  which  are  the  caves  represented  in  the  eno-ravino-. 
The  bay  is  only  accessible  to  pedestrians  proceeding  from  Sidmouth  at  low  watei 
through  a  cave  at  its  eastern  point ;  and  its  approach  from  the  westward  is  also 
through  a  perforated  rock.  Tliis  small  and  secluded  bay  is  extremely  romantic,  and 
the  cliiFs  between  its  extreme  points  are  lofty  and  nearly  perpendicular.  It  is 
frequently  visited  in  summer  by  pic-nic  parties  from  Sidmouth,  Otterton,  and 
Budleigh  Salterton ;  and  it  is  said  that  smugglers,  availing  themselves  of  its  retired 
situation,  occasionally  manage  to  land  a  cargo  there,  notwithstandino'  the  vigilance 
of  the  preventive  men.  who  have  a  look-out  near  the  bay,  but  not  a  reoTilar  station. 
The  only  house  in  its  immediate  vicinity  is  a  fisherman's  cotta"-e,  near  the  end  of 
the  road  leading  to  it  from  Otterton. 

There  are  several  curious  caverns  and  perforated  rocks  on  the  southern  coast  of 
Devon.  Just  within  the  promontory  called  the  Bolt-head,  at  the  western  end  of 
Salcomb-bar,  is  a  cavern  called  the  Bull-hole,  which  is  believed  by  many  persons 
of  the  neighbourhood  to  extend  for  about  three  miles  to  a  similar  cavern  in  a  creek 
near  Sewer-mill.  The  tradition  is  that  a  bull  entered  at  one  cavern,  and  came  out 
at  the  other ;  and  hence  the  name  of  the  BuU-hole.  Nearly  at  the  top  of  the  cHfF 
of  Bolberry  Down,  about  a  mile  to  the  eastward  of  the  Bolt-tail,  is  a  cavern  called 
Ealph's-hole,  which  is  about  twenty  feet  long,  seven  feet  wide,  and  eight  feet  hio-h. 
It  is  nearly  four  hundred  feet  above  the  sea ;  and  the  rock  by  which  it  is 
approached  is  within  three  feet  of  the  precipice,  and  only  admits  of  one  person 
passing  at  a  time.  It  is  said  that  a  man  named  Ralph  made  this  cave  his  abode 
for  many  years  in  order  to  avoid  being  arrested,  and  that  with  a  hay-fork  as  a 
weapon  to  defend  the  entrance  he  set  the  bailiffs  at  defiance ;  his  residence,  how- 
ever, was  more  remarkable  for  its  security  than  its  convenience ;  and  if  the  blessing 
of  freedom  is  not  included  in  the  balance  of  advantages  and  evils,  Ralph  would 
probably  have  found  a  more  comfortable  home  in  any  of  her  Majesty's  gaols  than  in 


CAVES   AT   LADRAM   liAY. 

his  sea-beaten  fortress.  A  few  miles  further  westward,  directly  off  Thurlston  sands, 
in  Bigberry  bay,  is  a  perforated  rock,  about  thirty  feet  high,  called  Thurlston  rock. 
At  very  low  ebb-tides  it  is  left  dry,  but  as  the  flood  increases,  the  sea  washes  over 
it,  making  a  noise  in  stormy  weather  that  is  heard  at  a  great  distance. 

Tlie  village  of  Otterton,  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  these  caves,  is  remarkable 
for  the  peculiarity  of  possessing  a  church  with  a  tower  at  the  eastern  end.  At 
this  place  there  was  formerly  an  alien  priory  subject  to  St.  Michael's,  in  Normandy. 
The  river  Otter  is  a  fine  trout  stream,  and  affords  much  amusement  to  the  patrons 
of  the  rod  and  line ;  but  it  is  navigable  for  boats  only  at  high-water,  when  small 
craft  can  ascend  as  far  as  Otterton,  about  two  and  a  half  miles  from  its  mouth. 
A  view  from  Peak-hill,  an  eminence  in  this  neighbourhood,  frequently  excites  the 
admiration  of  visitors,  commanding  as  it  does  the  beautiful  vale  of  Sidmouth,  with 
tlie  village  and  beach  on  the  east,  the  vale  of  the  Otter  on  the  west,  bordered  by 
Haldon  and  other  hills,  and  extending  to  the  sea  on  the  south. 

Bicton  House,  on  the  banks  of  the  Otter,  is  the  seat  of  Lord  Rolle ;  it  is  a 
spacious  edifice,  standing  in  a  park  plentifully  stocked  with  beach,  elm,  and  oak, 
and  abounding  in  deer.  At  the  time  of  Domesday  survey,  this  manor  was  held 
by  the  somewhat  burdensome  tenure  of  maintaining  the  county  gaol ;  but  from  this 
service  it  has  been  many  years  relieved  by  Act  of  Parliameiit.  Sir  Walter 
Raleigh  was  born  at  Hayes,  in  the  parish  of  East  Budleigh,  a  small  village  about 
four  miles  from  Sidmouth ;  and  much  of  his  love  for  maritime  enterprise  was 
orobably  derived  from  his  early  associations  with  this  romantic  coast,  so  well 
calculated  to  imnress  the  youthful  mind  with  a  pussion  for  the  sea  and  its  wonders. 
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WEYMOUTH 


Weymouth  and  Melcombe-Regis  lie  on  opposite  sides  of  the  same  river,  the 
latter  on  the  east,  and  the  former  on  the  west.  They  are  connected  by  a  bridge, 
the  central  part  of  which  can  be  swung  open,  to  allow  of  the  passing  and  repassing 
of  ships.  The  name  of  Weymouth  is  generally  given  to  the  united  towns,  which 
are  both  in  the  county  of  Dorset,  and  about  130  miles  to  tlie  south-westward  of 
London. 

Weymouth  derives  its  name  from  the  Wey,  or  Way,  a  small  river  which  there 
discharges  itself  into  the  sea.  It  is  a  place  of  great  antiquity  ;  it  is  mentioned  in 
a  charter  granted  by  Ethelred,  about  the  year  880,  giving  certain  lands  there  to 
his  Ikithful  minister,  Altsere.  In  the  Domesday  Survey  there  are  no  less  than 
eight  places  in  tlie  county  with  the  name  of  fVai  or  Waia  ;  tliat,  however,  which 
is  described  as  having  twelve  salterns,  or  salt  ponds,  was  undoubtedly  the 
Weymouth  of  the  present  time.  In  the  reign  of  Edward  II.  Weymouth  returned 
two  members  to  Parhament;  and  in  1.347,  probably  m  conjunction  with  Alelcombe, 
it  supplied  15  ships  and  263  mariners  to  the  grand  fleet  of  Edward  III. 

Melcombe  owes  its  adjunct,  "  Regis  "—King's-to  its  having  been  a  part  of 
the  demesne  lands  of  the  crown  in  the  time  of  Edward  I.  It  is  not  mentioned  in 
the  Domesday  survey ;  but  it  appears  to  have  been  summoned  to  return  two 
members  to  Parhament  several  years  eariier  than  Weymouth,  though  the  latter, 
in  all  charters,  has  precedence  as  the  more  ancient  town.  The  inhabitants  of  the 
two  places  had  frequent  quarrels  respecting  their  rights  to  the  harbour  and  the 
profits  thence  accruing;  and,  in  consequence  of  those  dissensions,  the  towns  were 
deprived  of  the  privileges  of  a  staple  port  by  Henry  VI.  In  the  thirteenth  year 
of  the  reign  of  Elizabeth  the  two  towns  were  united  into  one  borough,  havin-r  tlieir 
privileges  in  common,  and  jointly  returning  four  members  to  Pariiament.  Ey  the 
Reform  Bill  the  number  of  members  returned  by  the  united  towns  has  been  limited 
to  two. 

The  following  is  Leland's  account  of  the  two  places  at  the  time  of  his  visitino- 
them,  m  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII. :  "  Ther  is  a  townlet  on  the  hither  side  of  the 
haven  of  Waymouth  caullid  Mihon  or  Melcombe],  beyng  privilegid  and  having 
a  mair.     This  town,  as  it  is  evidently  ■  eene,  hathe  beene  far  bigger  then  it  is  now. 


WEVMOUTH. 

The  cause  of  this  13  layid  on  to  the  Frenchmen,  that  in  tymes  of  war  rasid  this 
towne  for  lak  of  defence.  For  so  many  liouses  as  be  yn  the  town,  they  be  welle 
and  strongly  buildid  of  stone.  There  is  a  chapelle  of  east  in  Mihon.  The 
paroch  church  is  a  mile  of:  a  manifest  token  that  IMilton  is  no  very  old  town.  .  . 
Milton  standith  as  a  peninsula,  by  reason  of  the  water  of  the  haven  that  a  little 
aliove  the  toun,  spreedith  abrode  and  makith  a  bay,  and  by  the  bay  of  the  raayne 
6(\i  that  gulfith  it  in  on  the  other  side.  The  tounlet  of  Waymouth  lyith  strait 
agaynst  Milton  on  the  other  side  of  the  haven,  and  at  this  place  the  water  of  the 
haven  is  but  of  a  small  brcde ;  and  the  trajectus  is  by  a  bote  and  a  rope  bent  over 
the  haven,  so  that  in  the  fery  bote  they  use  no  oars.  Waymouth  hath  certein 
liberties  and  privileges,  but  ther  is  no  mair  yn  it.  Ther  is  a  key  and  warf  for 
shippes."  * 

In  the  same  manner  as  at  many  other  towns  on  tlie  southern  coast,  the  trade  of 
AVeymouth  appears  to  have  declined  considerably  from  the  time  that  the  English 
ceased  to  have  any  possessions  in  France ;  and  the  comparatively  small  depth  of 
water  in  the  harbour  has  tended  to  prevent  the  increase  of  its  shipping  in  modern 
times.  The  harbour  at  Weymouth  is  what  is  called  a  tide-harbour.  The  channel 
is  about  fourteen  feet  deep  at  high  water ;  and  at  the  quays  on  each  side  the  ships 
lie  aground  at  low  water.  The  large  lake  at  the  westward  of  Melcombe-Regis 
receives  at  spring  tides  a  vast  body  of  water,  which  on  its  return  scours  the  liarbour 
and  prevents  the  accumulation  of  sand.  The  number  of  ships  belonging  to  the 
port  of  Weymouth  is  about  eighty-five,  the  aggregate  tonnage  of  which  is  7175 
tons. 

The  increase  of  Weymouth  within  the  last  forty  or  fifty  years  is  chiefly  owing 
to  the  number  of  persons  who  take  up  a  temporary  residence  there  to  enjoy  the 
benefit  of  sea-bathing,  for  which  the  excellent  beach  affords  the  greatest  conve- 
nience- It  is  said  that  the  place  first  began  to  obtain  celebrity  on  this  account 
about  1763,  in  consequence  of  Ralph  Allen,  Esq.,  of  Prior  Park,  near  Bath, 
having  derived  great  benefit  while  residing  there,  and  recommending  it  to  his 
friends.  Weymouth  was  visited,  in  1789,  by  George  III.,  who  resided  there  for 
about  ten  weeks,  and  was  so  much  pleased  with  the  place  that  in  several  succeeding 
years  it  was  honoured  with  a  royal  visit. 

•  Leiaud's  Itinerary,  vol.  lii.,  p.  lH      Edition  1769. 


HUKST    CASTLE 

"  Here  Walter  Scott  has  woo'd  the  Northern  rauso ; 
Here  he  with  me  has  joyed  to  walk  or  cruise; 
Hence  have  we  ranged  by  Celtic  camps  and  barrowS; 
Or  climb'd  the  expectant  bank,  to  thread  the  Narrow 
Of  HoRsT,  bound  westward  to  the  gloomy  bower 
Where  Charles  was  prisoned  in  yon  island-tower." 

W.  Stewart  Rose. 

Among  the  numerous  objects  which  confer  particular  interest  and  beauty  on 
the  neighbourhood  of  Lymiugton,  the  most  prominent  is  Hurst  Castle,  of  which 
a  striking  view  is  presented  in  the  annexed  Engraving.  It  was  erected  by  Henry 
the  Eighth,  as  a  fortress  for  the  protection  of  this  part  of  the  Channel  from 
piratical  inroads  and  hostile  aggression,  and  to  give  his  "  loving  subjects "  a  strong 
and  lasting  pledge  of  his  "  paternal  solicitude  "  for  their  welfare.  It  is  situated 
near  the  extremity  of  a  remarkable,  natural  causeway,  or  point  of  land,  which  runs 
boldly  into  the  sea  to  a  distance  of  nearly  two  miles,  and  exhibits  these  massive 
battlements  to  great  advantage.  Its  works  of  defence  consist  of  a  circular  tower, 
strengthened  by  semicircular  bastions ;  and  when  armed  and  garrisoned  in  a 
manner  becoming  the  important  trust  confided  to  it,  must  have  presented  a  very 
ibrmidable  appearance. 

Lymington,  to  whose  neighbourhood  this  formidable  stronghold  serves  as  an 
attractive  feature,  is  now  well  known  and  much  frequented  as  a  delightful 
watering-place.  It  stands  about  a  mile  from  the  narrow  channel  which  separates 
the  main  land  from  the  Isle  of  Wight.  Owing  to  the  daily  increasing  facilities  of 
communication,  the  picturesque  scenery  of  the  New  Forest,  the  various  objects  of 
interest  and  notoriety  with  which  the  vicinity  abounds,  and  the  delightful  pros- 
pects whicli  may  be  enjoyed  from  the  windows  of  the  apartments  as  well  as  from 
the  adjoining  walks,  Lymington  is  well  deserving  of  the  commendation  which  it 
has  uniformly  received  from  all  strangers.* 

Among  the  many  tempting  rides  and  walks  which  are  open  to  the  public,  and 
present  a  continual  variety  of  sea  and  inland  views,  the  most  interesting  are  those 
to  Mudiford,  Miliurd,  Boldre,  Beaulieu,  and  High  Cliff.     On  the  latter  the  late 

•  The  cliffs  which  extend  towards  Hurst  Castle  abound  in  murine  fossils,  shells,  and  petrifactions, 
from  which  many  excellent  collections  have  been  ni&de. 


HURST  CASTLE. 

Envl  of  Bute  erected  a  magnificent  edifice,  in  consequence  of  an  early  and  strong 
partiality  to  the  spot ;  for  here,  he  observed,  he  had  always  slept  soundly,  when 
be  could  find  that  luxury  nowhere  else.  The  view  from  this  point  is  one  of  the 
finest  in  the  kingdom.  The  house,  though  much  reduced  in  size,  and  modernized 
by  the  present  owner,  has  rather  gained  than  lost  by  the  change ;  while  the 
salubrious  quality  of  the  air  has  certainly  not  deteriorated.  Boldre  contains  much 
picturesque  scenery,  which  will  be  still  more  highly  appreciated  when  the  stranger 
is  informed  that  in  the  vicarage  of  this  parish,  and  amidst  the  scenes  which  daily 
niet  his  eye,  the  late  Rev.  and  pious  William  Gilpin  composed  his  popular  work 
on  Forest  Scenery.*  Beaulieu  is  interesting  as  having  been  the  seat  of  a  rich  abbey, 
founded  in  1204 ;  the  refectory  of  which  has  been  long  used  as  a  parish  church. t 
Mudiford  possesses  a  fine  level  sandy  beach,  of  wide  extent,  admirably  adapted  for 
sea-bathing,  and  commanding  a  variety  of  scenes  and  objects  of  great  beauty.  It 
was  a  favourite  with  George  the  Third  and  Queen  Charlotte,  when  at  Weymouth, 
who  honoured  Mr.  Rose  with  a  visit  at  his  picturesque  cottage  on  the  beach. 

*  Remarks  on  Forest  Scenery  and  other  Woodkaid  Views,  Ulustrattd  by  tht  Scenery  of  New  Forest. 
1791.  The  Picturesque  Tours,  by  the  same  author,  display  a  deep  and  correct  feeling  of  the  beauties  of 
nature.  At  his  death,  in  1804,  he  appropriated  a  collection  of  his  Sketches  to  the  endowment  of  t.  school 
at  Boldre. 

f  The  pulpit  belonihnc;  to  this  aseieut  refoctory  is  the  moec  perfect  and  elegant  relic  uf  its  kind  la 
Enf^lAud. 


COWES 

East  and  'West  Cowes,  in  the  Isle  of  Wight,  He  on  opposite  sides,  and  neai 
the  mouth  of  the  river  Medina,  which  rises  on  the  southern  side  of  the  island,  and 
after  passing  Newport,  discharges  itself  into  the  strait — usually  called  the  Solent  Sea 
— that  separates  the  Isle  of  Wight  from  the  main  land.  The  view  of  the  harbour 
in  the  engraving  is  taken  from  West  Cowes. 

In  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.,  two  castles  were  built  at  the  mouth  of  the  river 
Medina  to  defend  the  passage  to  Newport.  The  old  castle  at  West  Cowes  is  still 
standing,  but  that  of  East  Cowes  has  long  been  demolished.  The  castellated  building 
seen  in  the  engraving  is  a  gentleman's  seat,  and  is  of  modern  erection,  combining 
the  interior  comforts  of  modem  civilization  with  the  exterior  grandeur  of  a  baronial 
residence  of  the  middle  ages ;  but  whether  such  a  combination  is  lawful,  admits  of 
a  doubt.     Beheld   from    the  sea,  with  its  towers  and   battlements  rising  above 
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the  luxuriant  plantations  around  it,  has  a  fine  and  imposing  effect.  The  grounds 
are  extensive  and  well  designed,  possessing  at  once  the  scenery  of  a  park  and  the 
cultivated  beauty  of  a  pleasure-ground. 

Cowes  harbour  is  spacious  and  commodious ;  and  the  roads  off  the  mouth 
of  the  river,  which  afford  excellent  anchorage,  used  frequently  to  De  crowded, 
in  time  of  war,  with  luerchant-vessels  waiting  for  convoy ;  and  the  towns  derived 
great  advantage  from  supplying  ships,  while  thus  detained,  with  provisions  and 
small  stores.  The  loss  of  a  great  part  of  this  trade,  on  the  termination  of  the  war, 
has  perhaps  been  more  than  compensated  by  Cowes  having  become  the  rendezvous 
of  the  Royal  Yacht  Squadron,  which  was  first  established  under  the  name  of  the 
Yacht  Club,  in  1815.  The  number  of  vessels  belonging  to  the  squadron  is  about 
a  hundred,  and  their  aggregate  tonnage  is  nearly  9,000  tons.  The  members  have 
a  club-house  at  Cowes;  and  at  the  annual  regatta,  which  generally  takes  place 
about  the  last  week  in  August,  there  are  usually  upwards  of  two  hundred  vessels 
assembled  in  the  roads,  to  witness  the  sailing  for  the  different  prizes. 

The  town  of  West  Cowes  is  situated  on  the  dechvity,  and  at  the  base  of 
a  hill,  on  the  summit  of  which  stands  the  church.  The  streets  are  mostly 
narrow,  and  irregularly  built  ;  but  recently  the  town  and  its  vicinity  have 
been   much   improved  by    the   erection  of  several  large   houses    and  beautiful 
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villa.3.  There  is  a  regular  communica,tion  between  Cowea  and  Southampton,  by 
eteam-boats,  which,  in  summer,  leave  each  place  twice  a  day,  East  Cowes  is 
a  much  smaller  j)lace  thnn  West  Cowes;  but,  like  the  latter,  it  has  been  greatly 
enlarged  within  the  last  twenty  years. 

In  the  vicinity  of  East  Cowes  is  situated  Osborne  House,  the  marine  residence 
of  her  Majesty  and  the  royal  family,  for  whose  accommodation  great  additions 
and  improvements  have  been  made  to  the  house  and  grounds,  and  what  was 
formerly  the  seat  of  a  private  gentleman,  lias  now  been  rendered  a  palace  worthy 
of  the  royalty  of  England.  The  brief  limits  to  which  our  notices  are  confined 
preclude  us  from  entering  upon  a  description  of  an  edifice  to  which  we  could  do 
but  very  imperfect  justice,  and  which,  after  all,  must  derive  its  chief  interest  from 
the  illustrious  fiimily  who  occupy  its  walls,  and  avail  themselves  of  its  peculiarly 
advantageous  situation  as  ihe  starting  point  for  those  marine  excursions  in  which 
the  Queen  and  her  Consort  so  frequently  indulge.  The  presence  of  royalty  in  its 
neiffhbouihood  has  rendered  Cowes  one  of  the  most  fashionable,  as  nature  had 
previously  made  it  one  of  the  most  beautiful,  of  the  watering  places  on  our  southern 
coast,  while  the  facilities  afforded  by  the  competing  lines  of  the  London  and 
South  Western,  and  London  and  South  Couat  Railways,  reccJer  it  at  :i!i  times 
caiiy  of  access  Iroui  tiie  metropoiis. 


SOUTHAMPTON. 

The  town  of  Southampton  is  situated  in  the  county  of  the  same  name,  or,  as 
it  is  more  frequently  called,  Hampshire.  It  is  built  on  a  point  of  land  at  the 
confluence  of  the  river  Itchin  with  the  estuary  called  the  Anton,  but  which  is 
more  generally  known  as  Southampton  Water.  The  origin  of  the  name  of  the 
town — which  has  unquestionably  given  its  name  to  the  county — does  not  appear 
to  have  been  satisfactorily  ascertained ;  some  writers  supposing  it  to  be  composed 
of  the  Saxon  words,  ham  and  tun  or  ton — which  are  nearly  synonymous,  and  each 
equivalent  to  the  modern  English  town — with  the  prefix  South  to  distinguish  it 
more  emphatically  from  Northampton.  Others,  however,  consider  that  the  name 
has  been  derived  from  the  river  Anton,  on  the  banks  of  which  the  town  is  situated. 
"  The  town  of  ^ndover,"  says  Sir  Henry  Englefield,  "  the  village  of  Abbot's-^/i, 
the  farm  of  Northanfow,  and  the  hamlet  of  Southawton,  both  near  Overton,  and 
not  far  from  the  eastern  source  of  the  river  Anton  or  rather  Ant,  are  abundant 
proofs  of  the  probability  of  this  etymology." 

Southampton,  as  a  chartered  borough,  may  rank  with  the  oldest  in  the 
kingdom.  Madox,  in  his  Firma  Burgi,  says  that  Henry  II.  "  confirmed  to  his 
men,  or  burgesses  of  Southampton,  their  guild,  and  their  liberties  and  customs  by 
sea  and  land ;  he  having  regard  to  the  great  charges  which  the  inhabitants  thereof 
have  been  at  in  defending  the  sea-coasts."  From  a  grant  by  the  same  king  to 
the  oriory  of  St.  Dionysius,  it  appears  that  there  were  then  four  churches  in 
Southampton.  While  the  English  were  in  possession  of  Guienne,  the  merchants 
of  Southampton  carried  on  a  considerable  trade  with  Bayonne,  Bordeaux,  and 
other  towns  in  the  south  of  France. 

In  1338  the  town  was  assaulted  and  burnt  by  a  party  of  French  or  Genoese ; 
and  in  the  next  year  an  act  was  passed  for  its  better  fortification.  Whatever 
injury  the  town  might  have  sustained  from  the  attack  of  the  French  or  Genoese, 
it  would  seem  that  its  trade  as  a  port  was  not  diminished  by  it ;  for,  nine  years 
afterwards,  Southampton  supplied  twenty-one  ships  and  four  hundred  and  seventy- 
six  mariners  to  the  great  fleet  of  Edward  IIL  In  consequence  of  another  attack 
by  the  French,  in  the  reign  of  Richard  II.,  the  fortifications  were  further 
Btrengthened,      In   1415  the  army  of  Henry  V.,  destined  for  the  invasion  of 
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France,  assembled  at  Southampton,  where,  previous  to  their  embarkation,  the 
Karl  of  Cambridge,  Lord  Scrope,  and  Sir  Thomas  Grey,  were  executed  for 
liigh  treason.  The  result  of  this  m.emorable  expedition  was  the  victory  of  Agin- 
court.  While  the  English  continued  to  hold  possession  of  part  of  France,  the 
trade  of  Southampton  appears  to  have  been  very  flourishing,  and  the  port  was  one 
of  the  principal  in  the  south  of  England  for  the  import  of  wine.  Camden,  writing 
about  1586,  describes  it  as  a  town  famous  for  the  number  and  neatness  of  its 
buildings,  the  wealth  of  its  inhabitants,  and  the  resort  of  merchants;  "  but  now," 
adds  Camden's  translator,  writing  about  a  hundred  year.s  afterwards,  "  it  is  not  in 
the  same  flourishing  condition  as  formerly  it  was;  for  having  lost  a  great  part  of 
its  trade,  it  has  lost  most  of  its  inhabitants  too ;  and  the  great  houses  of  merchants 
are  now  dropping  to  the  ground,  and  only  show  its  ancient  magnificence."* 

For  the  last  fifty  years  the  trade  of  Southampton,  as  a  port,  has  been  gradually 
reviving;  and  at  present  there  is  no  port  in  the  south  of  England  in  a  more 
flourishing  condition.  The  arrival  and  departure  of  the  numerous  large  steamers 
belonging  to  the  Oriental  and  Peninsular  and  the  West  India  Mail  Packet  Com- 
panies, give  it  an  air  of  activity  and  importance  very  diSerent  from  the  character 
given  of  it  in  the  preceding  paragraph.  The  splendid  docks,  and  the  facilities 
afforded  by  tiie  railway,  have  induced  the  government  of  the  day  to  se.ect  it  as 
Bn  eligible  point  for  the  embarkation  of  a  largo  portion  of  the  emigrants  sent  out 
with  free  or  assisted  passages  to  the  Austrahan  colonies. 

*  C^Aideii's  Britannia.  tTan«leted  by  Bicbuji)  OiV«on,  vol.  l ,  p.  21Jl 


SOUTHAMPTON. 

THE  WALLS,      . 

=*  Of  yore,  SouiHAMrroN,  by  thy  briny  flood, 
Girt  with  his  courtly  train,  great  Canute  sluoJ  ; 
And,  taming  from  the  disobedient  wave, 
A  check  severe  to  servile  flattery  gave." 

The  accompanying  View  shows  a  portion  of  those  ancient  fortifications  witliin 
which  the  town  of  Southampton  was  originally  enclosed.  The  walls  are  in  many 
places  quite  demolished;  but  in  others  they  still  present  a  venerable,  though 
dilapidated  appearance,  with  the  remains  of  several  towers  at  regular  intervals, 
after  the  manner  of  fortified  cities.  The  circuit  of  the  walls  is  computed  at  nearly 
two  miles.  With  regard  to  the  precise  date  at  wliich  the  walls  were  erected,  there 
is  no  certain  record.  The  north,  east,  and  south  walls  bear  every  mark  of  uniform 
regularity  in  their  structure :  the  gates  of  the  town  are  apparently  of  the  same 
date  with  the  walls,  and  much  resemble  each  other  in  the  massy,  fiat  form  of  their 
pointed  arches,  which  rise  at  an  angle  from  their  piers,  being  struck  from  centres 
below  the  level  of  their  spring — a  mode  of  construction  chiefly  used  in  the  reign 
of  Edward  the  First.  Yet  the  remains  of  semicircular  towers,  still  visible  on  the 
Bargate,  and  which  flanked  its  round  arch,  very  much  resembling  the  towers  on  the 
north  and  east  walls,  lead  us  to  suspect  that  the  wall,  on  the  land  side  at  least,  is  of 
higher  antiquity  than  the  time  of  the  Edwards,  and  that  the  present  gates  were, 
built  later  than  the  wall.  The  very  singular  position  of  the  Water-gate,  which 
retires  thirty  feet  behind  the  eastern  part  of  the  south  wall,  and  the  awkward  position 
of  the  South-gate,  at  the  very  angle  of  the  wall,  seem  to  indicate  that  these  gates 
were  not  parts  of  the  original  design.  From  the  south-west  angle  of  the  wall,  quite 
to  the  Bridle-gate,  which  was  close  to  the  vallum  of  the  Castle,  the  whole  wall  is 
a  mass  of  irregular  and  almost  inexplicable  construction.  It  is  conjectured  that 
the  side  of  the  town,  protected  as  it  was  by  the  Castle,  and  covered  by  the  sea,  was 
not  at  all,  or  but  very  slightly  fortified,  until  the  fatal  experience  of  the  sack  of 
the  town  by  the  French  proved  that  some  further  defence  was  necessary.  The  hue 
of  the  town  wall,  south  of  the  West-gate,  is  irregular  in  its  construction  ;  and  the 
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wall  between  the  West  and  Bridle-gates  bears  evident  marks  of  having  been  buili 
m  the  most  hasty  manner,  and  with  the  greatest  economy  of  materials.  This  w.iU, 
in  its  present  form,  Sir  Henry  Englefield  supposes  to  have  been  built  about  the 
period  when,  according  to  the  old  historians,  Richard  the  Second  fortified  the  town, 
and  built,  or  probably  repaired  and  strengthened,  the  Castle,  for  it  had  evidently 
been  built  several  centuries  before  his  reign. 

At  the  accession  of  Henry  the  Eighth,  the  port  of  Southampton  was  much 
frequented  by  foreign  merchant  vessels,  particularly  those  of  Venice,  which  traded 
largely  in  wool  and  tin.  But  the  exportation  of  wool  being  prohibited  by  the 
legislature,  the  Levant  merchants  gradually  resorted  to  other  ports,  and,  now 
deserted  by  her  commercial  friends,  Southampton  found  her  resources  greatly  im- 
poverished. About  the  commencement  of  the  last  century,  however,  the  tide 
flowed  once  more  in  her  favour,  and,  continuing  to  increase,  has  at  length  placed 
her  in  a  position  of  unprecedented  prosperity.  But  to  this  happy  result  the 
erecting  of  new  docks,  an  improved  harbour,  and,  above  all,  communication  with 
London  by  railway,  have  mainly  contributed.  Tlie  terminus  to  the  latter,  begun 
and  completed  in  1839,  is  a  very  pleasing  piece  of  Italian  composition,  with  a  pro- 
jecting rusticated  arcade  of  five  arches  below,  and  the  same  number  of  pedimentai 
windows  to  the  upper  floor.  Tlie  fa9ade,  nearly  seventy  feet  in  length,  is  consi- 
derably extended  in  its  lower  part  by  screen-walls,  which  take  a  sweep  from  the 
building. 

The  principal  trade  of  Southampton  is  with  Portugal  and  the  Baltic,  and  with 
the  islands  of  Guernsey  and  Jersey.  Hemp,  iron,  and  tallow  are  imported  from 
Russia ;  tar  and  pitch  from  Sweden  ;  and  from  Portugal,  wine  and  fruit. 

Tlie  environs  of  Southampton  are  particularly  interesting  and  agreeable — en- 
livened with  elegant  seats,  romantic  ruins,  picturesque  villages,  and  much  beautiful 
scenery,  wliich  never  fail  to  attract  a  great  confluence  of  visitors  during  the  fine 
season.  Among  these  Netley  Abbey  is  the  grand  attraction.  The  town  itself  is 
rich  in  vestiges  of  antiquity ;  and,  in  its  modern  character,  presents  all  the  agremins 
to  be  met  with  in  our  most  fashionable  watering-places. 
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ENTKAJfCK   TO   THE   HAKBOUK. 


In  the  I'rout  of  this  view,  and  towards  the  right,  a  man-of-war  cutter  is  seen 
running  out  of  the  harbour ;  and,  from  her  heel  to  leeward,  and  the  agitated  state 
of  the  water,  we  may  perceive  that  it  is  blowing  a  stiff  breeze.  Vessels  of  her  class 
are  chiefly  employed  in  the  coast-guard  service  and  as  admirals'  tenders,  or  as 
packets  on  short  voyages,  or  in  communicating  between  one  naval  depot  and  another. 
In  the  distance,  to  leeward  of  her,  the  Dock-yard  semaphore  is  perceived ;  and 
more  to  the  right,  but  nearer  to  the  eye  of  the  spectator,  is  seen  the  Round  Tower , 
from  which,  in  former  times,  an  immense  chain  used  to  extend  to  the  Block-house 
at  Gosport,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  channel,  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  the 
entrance  to  the  harbour,  in  the  event  of  its  being  assailed  by  the  ships  of  an  enemy. 
Towards  the  centre  of  the  engraving  a  broad-side  view  is  presented  of  the  Port- 
Admiral's  flag-ship,  a  first-rate,  which,  from  the  flags  at  her  mast-head,  appears  to 
be  making  a  signal ;  ahead  of  her,  in  the  distance,  the  liulls  are  perceived  of  two 
ships  of  war,  laid  up  in  ordinary ;  and  further  to  the  left  is  seen  part  of  the  Block- 
house Fort,  at  Gosport,  with  a  beacon,  to  direct  vessels  in  making  the  harbour. 

Portsmouth  harbour  is  one  of  the  most  secure  and  commodious  in  the  kingdom: 
and  from  the  depth  of  water,  both  within  it  and  at  its  mouth,  ships  of  the  line  can 
enter  or  depart  at  all  times  of  the  tide.  From  the  narrowness  of  its  entrance, — 
which,  between  the  old  Round  Tower  at  Portsmouth  and  the  Block-house  Fort  at 
Gosport,  is  not  wider  than  the  Thames  at  London-bridge, — it  is  protected  from 
the  swell  of  the  sea ;  while  it  is  sheltered  from  the  violence  of  -^vinds  blowing  off 
the  land,  by  the  range  of  hiUs  to  the  northward.  Immediately  above  its  entrance 
the  harbour  begins  to  expand,  and  about  a  mile  and  a  half  above  the  old  Round 
Tower  it  is  nearly  two  miles  in  breadth.  It  then  branches  off  into  three  principal 
creeks,  or  leatu,  as  they  are  frequently  called  ;  one  of  which  runs  up  to  Fareham, 
another  to  Porchester  Castle,  and  the  third  to  Portsbridge.  In  these  creeks  most 
of  the  men-of-war  in  ordinary  are  moored.  As  those  ships,  when  laid  up,  are  each 
covered  over  with  a  large  wooden  roof,  to  protect  them  from  the  effects  of  the 
weather,  they  appear,  when  seen  from  Portsdown  Hill,  which  commands  an  excel- 
lent view  of  the  harbour,  not  so  much  like  floating  castles  as  like  immense  floating 


PORTSMOUTH.  ENTRANCE  TO  THE  HARBOUR. 

Sams — ample  garners,  which  would  contain  more  com  than  the  swords  and  cutlasses 
of  their  former  gallant  crews,  beat  into  reaping-hooks,  will  ever  cut  down  ! 

At  Portsmouth  the  tide  flows  about  seven  hours  and  ebbs  about  five  ;  and  the 
velocity  with  which  the  ebb  tide  runs  out  effectually  scours  the  channel  at  the 
mouth  of  the  harbour,  and  prevent*  the  accumulation  of  sand.  It  is  high  water  m 
the  harbour  at  half-past  1 1  o'clock  at  the  full  and  change  of  the  moon ;  and  the  rise 
of  spring  tides  is  about  eighteen  feet,  and  of  neaps  about  twelve.  In  the  months 
of  March  and  April  the  specific  gravity  of  the  water  in  Portsmouth  harbour 
becomes  so  much  increased,  that  ships  lying  there  are  observed  to  float  about  two 
inches  lighter  than  at  other  times  of  the  year.  The  latitude  of  the  Observatory  in 
the  Dock-yard  is  50°  48'  3"  north;  longitude  1°  5'  59"  west. 

Thoucfh  Portsmouth  does  not  appear  to  have  been  a  place  of  much  consideration 
ftfi  a  naval  station  previous  to  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.,  who  may  be  regarded  as 
tlie  first  English  King  that  established  a  permanent  royal  navy,  it  was  yet  un- 
doubtedlv  a  town  of  some  consequence  long  before  that  time.  In  1194,  Richard  I. 
granted  a  charter  to  the  inhabitants,  wherein,  after  declaring  that  he  retains  the 
town  of  "  Portsmue  "  in  his  own  hands,  he  estabUshes  an  annual  fair  to  be  held 
therein  for  fifteen  days,  to  which  all  persons  of  England,  Normandy,  Poictou, 
Wales,  Scotland,  and  all  others,  either  foreigners  or  his  own  people,  might  freely 
resort,  and  enjoy  the  same  privileges  as  at  the  fiiirs  of  Winchester,  Hoiland,  or 
elsewhere  in  his  dominions.  The  burgesses  of  "  Portsmue,"  as  the  place  was  then 
called,  were  also  allowed  to  have  a  weekly  market,  with  the  same  privileges  and 
immunities  as  those  of  Winchester  and  Oxford ;  with  freedom  from  all  tolls  of 
portage,  passage,  and  stallage,  and  exemption  from  suit  and  service  at  hundred  and 
county  courts.*  This  charter  was  confirmed  in  1201  by  King  John,  and  in  1230 
by  Henry  II.  ;  and  in  1256  the  latter  monarch  granted  another  charter,  establish- 
in"'  a  guild  of  merchants  at  Portsmouth.  The  privileges  of  the  burgesses  were  at 
several  different  times  confirmed  by  succeeding  kings;  and,  in  1627,  Charles  I. 
granted  them  a  charter,  whereby  a  mayor  and  twelve  aldermen  were  appointed  for 
the  civil  government  of  the  town.  This  charter,  which  was  renewed  by  Charles  II., 
has  since  been  modified  by  the  Municipal  Kef'orm  Bill  of  1835,  which  directs  that 
the  borough  shall  be  divided  into  six  wards,  which  shall  elect  a  town  council  of 
forty-two  members.  In  1298  the  borough  was  summoned  to  send  two  members  to 
Parliament,  a  privilege  which  it  continues  to  enjoy. 

•  Anderson's  History  of  Commerce,  vol.  i.,  p.  180.,  edit.  1787. 


P  O  K  T  S  M  0  U  T  H. 

IIIGGING-HULK,    WITH    A    NEW    FRIGATE    ALONGSIDE. 

In  this  engraving  wo  have  a  view  of  a  new  frigate,  with  only  her  lower  masts 
in,  lying  alongside  of  tiie  Topaze  rigging-hulk.  The  latter  vessel — which  now 
presents  so  clumsy  an  appearance,  from  her  bows  and  sides  being  sheathed  with  a 
stout  doubling  of  timber,  and  from  a  wooden  house  beins  built  over  her  stem — 
was  formerly  a  French  frigate,  and,  when  she  first  came  into  our  possession,  she 
was  much  admired  by  nautical  men  for  the  beauty  of  her  build.  Further  in  the 
distance,  to  the  right,  is  seen  a  first-rate  lying  off  the  Dockyard  Quay,  partly 
rigged  ;  and,  beyond  her,  are  perceived  the  immense  wooden  roofs  which  cover 
the  building-slips.  The  line  of  building  to  tlie  right  is  the  rigging-house,  and 
the  tower  erected  above  it  is  the  Dockyard  Semaphore.  On  the  extreme  right, 
towards  the  front,  is  seen  the  forepart  of  a  mooring-lighter,  with  one  of  the 
numerous  spar-booms  lying  afloat  near  the  Common  Hard.  The  original  picture 
was  exhibited  in  the  Gallery  of  the  British  Institution,  where  it  excited  general 
admiration. 

The  great  naval  depot  at  Portsmouth  is  partially  described  in  connection 
with  otlier  engravings  in  this  work,  and  we  have  therefore  thought  it  mighi  be 
interesting  to  occupy  our  present  space  with  some  details  respecting  the  peculiar 
mode  in  which  one  very  important  portion  of  the  rigging  is  manufactured  in  this 
yard,  and  which  forms  a  principal  ol)ject  of  curiosity  to  all  persons  visiting  it. 
We  allude  to  tlie  machinery  for  manufacturing  blocks,  invented  by  Mr.  Brunei, 
the  celebrated  engineer. 

After  the  wood — generally  elm — f()r  the  shell  of  the  block  is  cut  into  proper 
sizes  by  circular-saws,  its  complete  formation,  including  the  pin  and  the  sheave, 
is  effected  by  means  of  several  different  machines,  all  contrived  with  the  greatest 
mechanical  skill,  and  put  in  motion  by  a  steam-engine.  The  first  process  is  that 
of  the  boring-machine,  which,  by  means  of  a  contre-bit,  pierces  a  hole  to  receivu 
the  pin,  and  at  the  same  time,  according  as  the  block  is  intended  to  be  single  or 
double,  forms  one  or  two  similar  holes,  at  -ight  angles  to  the  former,  to  receive 
the  first  stroke  of  the  chisel  which  cuts  oi  t  the  space  for  the  sheave.  By  the 
second,  called    the  mortising-machine,  this   space  is  cut  out  by  a  chisel  actiug 
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vertically,  and  making  about  a  hundred  and  twenty  strokes  a  minute,  and  under 
which  the  block  is  caused  to  move  gradually,  so  that  at  each  stroke  a  thin  piece  of 
tlic  wood  is  cut  away.  After  this  tlie  block  is  taken  to  a  circular-saw,  which  cuts 
off  tlie  corners,  and  reduces  it  to  the  form  of  an  octagon.  Tiie  sliaping-miichine, 
to  whicli  it  is  next  taken,  consists  of  two  equal  and  parallel  wheels  moving  on  the 
same  axis,  to  which  one  of  them  is  permanently  fixed,  while  the  other  is  moveable 
in  the  line  of  the  axis,  so  that,  by  sliding  it  nearer  to  the  former,  or  more  apart,  as 
may  be  required,  the  shells  of  blocks  of  all  sizes  may  be  fixed  between  their  two 
parallel  rims.  Ten  shells  of  the  same  size  being  firmly  fixed  at  regular  intervals 
between  those  rims,  the  wheels  are  put  into  motion  witli  extreme  velocity,  and  the 
shells  are  rounded  by  striking  against  a  cutting  instrument,  which  at  the  same 
time  moves  in  such  a  manner  as  to  give  to  each  block  its  proper  shape  and 
curvature.  When  one  half  of  the  side  has  thus  been  finished,  the  motion  of  the 
wheels  is  reversed,  and  the  other  half  finished  in  the  same  manner.  When  one 
side  has  been  rounded,  the  shells  are  reversed,  and  the  other  side  completed  as 
above.  The  last  process  which  the  shell  undergoes  consists  in  scooping  out  the 
groove  for  the  strap,  or  "  strop,"  as  the  rope  is  called,  which  goes  round  the  block. 
The  shell  is  now  completed,  and  the  visitor  is  next  shown  the  different  processes 
in  forming  the  sheave  and  the  pin. 

The  sheaves  are  generally  made  of  lignum-vitjE ;  and  the  first  operation  in 
performed  by  a  circular-saw,  which  cuts  the  wood  into  pieces  of  a  proper  thickness. 
By  a  second  machine  the  holes  for  the  pins  are  bored,  and  they  are  formed  into 
perfect  circles  by  means  of  a  crown-saw.  The  third,  called  the  coaking-machine, 
is  an  admirable  specimen  of  mechanical  ingenuity.  By  its  operation,  a  small  cutter 
drills  out  round  the  pin-hole — to  a  certain  deiitli  from  the  flat  surface  of  the  sheave — 
three  semicircular  grooves,  for  the  reception  of  the  metal  coak,  or  bush,  which 
sustains  the  friction  of  the  pin.  So  truly  are  those  grooves  formed,  that  the 
slight  tap  of  a  hammer  is  sufficient  to  fix  the  coak  in  its  place.  The  fourth 
operation  consists  in  casting  the  coaks.  By  a  fifth,  after  being  fitted  in  tlie 
grooves,  holes  are  drilled  in  the  coaks,  for  the  reception  of  the  pins  which  tastcn 
them  to  the  sheaves  ;  and  by  a  sixth  the  pins  are  rivetted.  By  the  seventii 
operation,  the  central  hole  in  the  coak  for  the  pin,  on  which  the  sheave  turns,  is 
drilled  out.  By  the  eiglith,  the  groove  for  the  rope  is  turned  round  the  circum- 
ference of  the  sheave,  and  its  sides  polished.  In  the  ninth,  the  iron  pins,  on  which 
the  sheaves  revolve,  are  cas*',  turned,  and  polished  ;  and  on  their  being  inserted, 
tJie  block  is  complete  and  ready  for  use. 


PORTSMOUTH. 

VIEW    FROM    THE    SALUTING    PLATFOKU 

The  correctness  of  this  view  will  be  immediately  recognised  oy  every  person 
in  the  least  acquainted  with  Portsmouth.  The  platform,  from  which  it  is  taken, 
forms  the  grand  promenade  of  the  inhabitants,  and  is  usually  the  first  place  visited 
by  strangers,  on  account  of  the  prospect  which  is  thence  obtained.  Immediately 
in  front  of  the  engraving  is  seen  the  northern  extremity  of  the  platform,  on  which 
are  two  soldiers,  who  seem  indulging  themselves  with  a  leisurely  inhalation  of 
the  fresh  breeze  from  the  water,  after  having  liberally  expended  a  portion  of  their 
own  breath  in  sounding  their  bugles  at  parade.  Beyond  the  platform,  tlie  most 
conspicuous  object  is  the  Governm.ent  Semaphore,  with  three  flags  displayed  as  a 
signal ;  and  to  the  left,  the  landing-place  called  the  King's  Stairs.  Beyond  the 
old  round  tower  is  seen  the  flag-ship  of  the  Port  Admiral ;  and,  between  her  and 
the  gun-brig  which  is  running  in,  a  distant  view  is  obtained  of  the  Town  Hall  oi 
Gosport. 

Portsmouth,  one  of  our  greatest  naval  depots,  is  situated  near  the  south-western 
extremity  of  the  island  of  Portsea,  in  the  county  of  Hampshire,  and  is  about 
seventy  miles  S.S.W.  of  London.  Adjoining  to  it,  on  the  northward,  is  the 
town  of  Portsea;  and  to  the  south-east,  without  the  walls,  lies  the  suburb  of 
Southsea.  The  three  places  may  be  considered  as  forming  one  large  town,  under 
the  general  name  of  Portsmouth,  the  aggregate  population  of  which  is  about  50,000. 
The  population  of  Gosport,  which  lies  to  the  westward  of  Portsmouth,  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  harbour,  is,  •svith  that  of  the  adjacent  hamlet  of  Stoke,  about 
12,000.  The  docks  and  naval  storehouses  are  within  the  precinct  of  Portsea  ;  the 
hospital  and  the  victualling  establishment  are  at  Gosport ;  and  the  offices  of  the 
Port  Admiral  and  the  residence  of  the  Lieutenant-Governor  are  at  Portsmouth, 
within  the  hnes  of  which  are  also  the  barracks  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
garrison.  Portsmouth  is  strongly  fortified  by  a  circuit  of  bastions  and  a  moat, 
which  enclose  the  town  on  the  landslde,  and  which  are  connected  with  a  similar 
line,  extending  in  a  semi-circular  form  round  the  landslde  of  Portsea.  In  the 
event  of  a  siege,  it  would  require  14,000  men  to  form  an  efficient  garrison  for  the 
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unit.ed  towns.  The  situation  of  Portsmouth  is  low  and  marshy  ;  and  the  peculiar 
smell  which  arises  from  the  mud  at  low  water,  and  from  the  moat,  may  be  per- 
ceived at  the  distance  of  two  or  three  miles,  in  approaching  the  town  from  the 
northward. 

The  principal  church  at  Portsmouth  stands  in  St.  Thomas'-street,  and  nearly 
in  the  centre  of  the  town.  It  is  dedicated  to  St.  Thomas  h  Becket,  and  was 
erected  between  1210  and  1220,  by  Peter  de  Rupibus,  Bishop  of  Winchester. 
The  transept  and  the  chancel  are  the  only  parts  which  remain  of  the  original 
structure,  the  nave  and  side-aisles  having  been  rebuilt  in  1692.  At  the  same 
time  the  old  tower,  which  formerly  stood  above  the  intersection  of  the  transepts 
and  the  nave,  was  taken  down,  and  the  present  one  erected  at  the  western 
entrance.     It  is  surmounted  with  a  cupola,  and  its  height  is  about  120  feet. 

With  the  exception  of  the  older  parts  of  St.  Thomas'  Church,  which  afford  one 
or  two  good  specimens  of  the  Gothic  style,  Portsmouth  contains  but  little  in  the 
shape  of  architectural  antiquities  that  is  likely  to  attract  the  notice  of  the  stranger. 
The  building,  above  which  the  Semaphore  is  erected,  near  the  northern  extremity 
of  the  saluting  platform,  was,  in  former  times,  the  residence  of  the  governor  of 
the  town.  Previous  to  the  suppression  of  the  monasteries  and  religious  houses,  it 
belonged  to  a  Domus  Dei,  or  hospital,  which  was  founded  in  1238.  A  part  of  the 
church  of  this  hospital  is  yet  standing  at  a  short  distance  to  the  south-east  of  the 
Semaphore,  and  near  to  the  grand  parade.  It  is  now  the  garrison  chapel ;  and 
against  its  walls  are  placed  numerous  monuments  erected  to  the  memory  of 
officers,  both  naval  and  military,  who  have  died  in  the  service  of  their  country. 

**  A  tomb  is  theirs  on  every  ])age, 
An  epitaph  on  every  tongue  ; 
The  present  hour,  the  futuiv  age, 
For  them  bewail,  to  them  belong. 

For  them  the  voice  of  festal  mirth 

Grows  hushed, — their  name  the  only  sound  ; 
While  deep  remembrance  pours  to  worth 

The  goblet's  tributary  round. 

A  theme  to  crowds  who  knew  them  not. 

Lamented  by  admiring  foeb  , 
Who  would  not  share  their  glf.rious  lot ! 

Who  -Rould  not  die  the  death  they  chose  !"* 

•  Line*  by  Lord  Byron  "  On  the  Death  of  Sir  Peter  I'arker 
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GOSPORT. 

GoSPORT,  of  which  our  engraving  represents  a  view,  is  a  small,  but  important 
town,  adjoining  Portsmouth,  from  which  it  is  separated  by  a  wide  channel,  forming 
part  of  the  extensive  basin  known  as  Portsmouth  Harbour,  and  containing  a  lar<je 
number  of  our  ''  wooden  walls ;"  some  in  a  condition  ready  to  put  to  sea  at  a  few 
hours'  notice,  others  lying  in  ordinary,  as  it  is  termed,  that  is,  without  rigging,  sails, 
or  other  fittings  requisite  to  render  them  complete  and  efficient  for  service,  but 
which  are  speedily  provided  when  required.  Portsmouth,  Gosport,  and  the  neigh- 
bouring towns — including  Portsea  and  Landport  —  form  one  extensive  fortified 
position,  protected  at  every  jjoint  from  the  attacks  of  an  enemy  ;  they  are  enclosed 
by  broad  earthworks,  along  the  extent  of  which  are  mounted  heavy  guns, 
commanding  the  various  drawbridges  which  cross  the  moat  surrounding  the  works. 
At  a  short  distance  from  the  town  is  a  large  range  of  barracks  for  the  marines,  capable 
of  accommodating  upwards  of  a  thousand  men — a  portion  of  the  building,  including 
the  house  of  tlie  commandant,  has  but  recently  been  completed.  Near  this  is  a  new 
prison,  devoted  entirely  to  military  occupation ;  it  is  a  substantial  building  of  red 
brick,  and  well  adapted  for  the  accommodation  of  its  inmates  consistent  with  its 
character  as  a  penal  establishment. 

Close  to  the  harbour,  and  within  the  fortifications,  is  an  immense  pile  of  imposing 
appearance,  called  the  Clarence  Victualling-yard ;  the  most  interesting  feature  of 
which  is,  the  admirable  but  simple  steam-machinery  employed  in  making  biscuits 
for  the  navy.  In  the  precincts  of  this  immense  depository  are  also  included  a 
cooperage,  brewhouse,  and  slaughterhouse,  which  supply  the  navy  with  the  stores 
requisite  for  their  various  destinations,  including  wines  and  spirits,  of  which  a  large 
stock  is  constantly  kept  here.  The  quay  at  which  her  Majesty  embarks  tor  her 
private  residence,  Osborne  House,  in  the  Isle  of  Wight,  is  situated  in  this  yard, 
which  is  connected  with  the  main  line  of  the  South-Western  Railway,  by  a  small 
branch  running  from  the  terminus,  devoted  solely  to  the  use  of  her  Majesty  and  the 
Lords  of  the  Admiralty.  'I  here  are  two  churches  in  the  town,  St.  Mathew's,  near 
the  entrance  to  the  Clarence-yard,  and  Trinity;  the  former  consists  entirely  of  free 
sittings,  the  latter  is  a  chapel  of  ease  to  the  parish  church,  situated  at  Alverstoke,  a 
small  village,  at  a  distance  of  little  more  than  a  mile  from  the  town.     There  aro 
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also  a  Catholic  clwDcl,  two  Wesleyan  cKapels,  and  two  Congregational  chapels  in 
the  town. 

Of  late  years  the  neighbourhood  of  Gosport  has  much  improved;  many  hand- 
some and  commodious  villas,  and  other  residences,  having  been  erected  at  various 
times.  Anglesea,  which  adjoins  Alverstoke,  is  quite  a  new  neighbourhood,  and  has 
but  recently  come  into  existence,  consisting  principally  of  residences  for  the  gentry 
during  the  summer  months.  The  town  of  Ryde,  in  the  Isle  of  Wight,  is  situated 
opposite  to  this  spot,  and  between  them  lies  the  Solent,  which  at  times  is  enlivened 
bv  the  appearance  of  some  ships  of  war  lying  at  anchor,  and  frequently  of  large  fleets 
of  merchant  ships  detained  here  from  stress  of  weather,  or  waiting  a  favourable  wind 
to  convey  them  to  their  respective  destinations.  At  the  mouth  of  the  harbour,  on 
the  Gosport  side,  is  situated  Blockhouse  Fort,  opposite  to  a  similar  one  on  the 
Portsmouth  side,  embrasured  with  heavy  guns  for  protecting  the  entrance  to  the 
harbour,  which  is  approached  only  by  a  circuitous  channel,  commanded  on  the  one 
side  by  the  guns  of  Southsea  Castle,  and  on  the  other  by  those  of  Fort  Monckton, 
at  a  short  distance  from  which  has  recently  been  erected  another  fort,  to  protect  the 
entrance  to  the  Southampton  Water.  Adjoining  Blockhouse  Fort  are  barracks  for 
the  Royal  Artillery,  and  at  Fort  Monckton,  barracks  for  infantry.  Near  the  latter 
is  Haslar  Hospital,  devoted  to  the  reception  of  sick  members  of  the  navy  and  marines, 
it  is  a  handsome  quadrangular  building  of  red  brick,  and  affords  accommodation  for 
a  large  number  of  patients ;  within  its  walls  arc  included  a  church,  and  a  IMuseum 
uf  Natural  History,  which  is  well  supplied  with  specimens,  and  to  which  additions 
are  being  continually  made  by  the  officers  and  gentlemen  connected  with  the 
service.  At  the  foot  of  the  High-street,  Gosport,  is  the  landing-place  for  passengers 
by  the  steam  ferry,  or  floating  bridge,  as  it  is  called,  which  plies  between  Gosport 
and  Portsmouth  every  half-hour,  and  forms  the  only  means  of  communication  for 
carriages  and  vehicles  of  all  kinds.  In  addition  to  the  steam  ferry  is  a  staff  of 
watermen,  busily  plyins;  their  calling  during  the  absence  of  the  bridge,  and  securing 
the  stray  passengers  that  may  prefer  their  mode  of  transport,  or  have  arrived  too  late 
for  the  other  conveyance.  During  certain  states  of  the  weather,  the  danger  and 
difficulty  of  managing  their  boats  entitle  the  watermen  to  increased  fares,  which 
are  indicated  by  certain  coloured  flags  hoisted  conspicuously  over  the  town  hall, 
near  the  beach,  and  regulated  by  a  person  appointed  by  the  licensing  magistrates. 
The  climate  of  this  part  Is  healthy,  and  well  adapted  for  persons  with  weak  iimgs, 
or  affections  to  which  a  cold,  keen,  air  would  be  uuiavourable. 


MEN-OF-WAR  AT  SPITHEAD. 

In  this  Engraving  (a  vignette)  is  presented  a  stern-view  of  a  seventy-four, 
with  her  guess-warp  booms*  out,  moored  at  Spithead.  To  the  right  is  a  vic- 
tualling hoy,  dropping  alongside  of  the  seventy-four  ;  and  in  the  distance  is  seen  a 
first-rate.  The  time  is  evening,  which  invests  the  whole  scene  with  its  calm. 
We  may  conclude  that  the  day  has  been  fine,  as  both  ships  seem  to  have  availed 
themselves  of  the  opportunity  thus  afforded  of  "drying  hammocks;"  they  are 
seen  suspended  from  their  yards  and  between  their  masts. 

The  roadstead  of  Spithead,  which  is  sufficiently  large  to  afford  convenient 
anchorage  for  nearly  all  the  ships  of  the  British  navy,  lies  between  Portsmouth 
and  the  Isle  of  Wight ;  and  the  usual  place  in  which  ships  of  war  ride  is  about 
three  miles  distant  from  Portsmouth  harbour.  It  derives  its  name  from  the  Spit, 
or  end  of  a  sand  bank,  extending  from  the  western  shore  of  the  estuary 
towards  Southsea  Castle,  about  a  mile  below  Portsmouth.  The  channel  for  the 
harbour,  from  Spithead,  is  comparatively  narrow,  and  is  commanded  by  the 
batteries  at  Southsea  Castle.  To  the  westward  of  Spithead  is  the  sand  called 
the  Motherbank,  on  the  edge  of  which  merchantmen  generally  anchor  ;  and  to 
the  north-eastward  are  St.  Helen's  roads,  a  frequent  rendezvous  as  well  for  ships  of 
war  as  for  vessels  in  the  merchant  service.  All  these  roadsteads  are  protected 
from  southerly  winds  by  the  high  laud  of  the  Isle  of  Wight. 

Within  the  laut  few  years  considerable  interest  has  been  excited  by  the 
attempts  which  have  been  made  to  raise  the  guns,  and  various  other  articles, 
belonging  to  the  lloyal  George,  which  sank  at  Spithead  on  29th  August,  1782. 
This  ship  carried  108  gun?,  and  was  considered  one  of  the  finest  in  the  navy, 
had  just  returned  from  sea,  and,  as  she  had  made  more  water  tlian  usual  for 
some  time  before,  it  was  at  first  intended  that  she  should  go  into  dock.  The  sur- 
veying ofiicers,  however,  having  discovered  that  the  leak  was  not  very  far  below 
the  water-line,  it  was  resolved  to  repair  the  defect,  with  a  view  to  saving  time,  by 
giving  the  ship  a  heel  as  she  lay  at  lier  moorings  at  Spithead.     On  subsequent 

•  The  gucss-warii  booms  are  the  spars  suspended  at  riglit  aiiglia  from  a  sliiji's  side,  t-i  which  th« 
boats  !i'.-    made  fast  when  slie      moor,;d. 
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examination,  it  was  found  that  a  pipe  which  supplied  tlie  water  for  washing  the 
decks  required  to  be  replaced,  and,  as  it  lay  considerably  below  the  water-line,  it 
became  necessary  to  give  her  a  greater  heel  tlian  had  been  at  first  contemplated. 
For  the  purpose  of  effecting  this,  some  of  her  guns  and  part  of  her  ballast  were 
removed  to  the  opposite  side.  As  the  ship  lay  thus  considerably  inclined  on  her 
side,  she,  from  some  cause  that  has  not  been  cltarly  ascertained,  gave  an 
additional  heel,  and  the  water  rushing  in  through  her  lower-deck  ports,  which 
had  been  carelessly  left  open,  she  almost  instantly  filled  and  sank,  carrying  down 
with  her  a  victualling  hoy  that  was  lying  alongside.  At  the  time  of  the  acci- 
dent there  were  nearly  twelve  hundred  persons  on  board,  of  which  number  about 
nine  hundred,  including  two  hundred  and  fifty  women,  were  drowned.  Among 
the  sufferers  were  Admiral  Kempenfelt  and  several  of  the  oflicers.  About  three 
hundred  persons,  chiefly  belonging  to  the  ship's  crew,  were  saved.  Admiral  Sir 
P.  Durham,  at  that  time  one  of  the  lieutenants  of  the  Royal  George,  was  on  board 
when  the  accident  happened,  and  saved  hinself  by  swimming  to  the  shore. 

Mr.  Kingstone,  of  the  Portsmouth  dockyard,  who  went  down  to  the  wreck  in 
a.  diving-bell  in  1817,  gives  the  following  account  of  its  appearance  at  that  time: 
— "  The  quarter-deck,  forecastle,  and  roundhead,  with  the  larboard  topside  as  low 
down  as  the  range  of  the  upper  deck,  are  entirely  gone.  The  oak-strakes  and 
midships  of  tlie  flat  of  the  upper  deck  are  much  decayed  by  worms  in  several 
places  so  as  to  show  the  beams  and  framing  beneath.  The  whole  of  the  fir 
appears  as  sound  as  when  first  laid.  The  deck  is  much  twisted,  from  the  ship's 
falling  so  much  fore  and  aft.  The  wreck  has  a  beautiful  appearance  when  viewed 
about  a  fathom  above  the  deck,  being  covered  with  small  weeds,  interspersed  with 
sliclis,  star-fish,  and  a  species  of  polypus,  lying  on  a  thin,  greasy,  grey  sediment. 
AH  below  the  deck  Is  a  perfect  solid  of  fine  black  mud ;  and,  when  suspended  over 
the  larboard  side,  she  appears  a  rude  mass  of  timber  lying  in  all  directions." 

During  the  summer  of  1853,  Splthead  was  the  scene  of  a  grand  marine  review 
and  sham  fight.  Her  Majesty  and  Prince  Albert  were  present,  with  a  numerous 
suite  of  naval  officers.  The  nautical  skill  displayed  on  the  occasion  received  tlie 
highest  encomiums  from  those  best  qualified  to  judge  of  its  value ;  and  the  merit 
of  the  screw  propeller,  as  attached  to  vessels  of  war,  was  strikingly  manifested. 
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Brighton  is  in  the  county  of  Sussex,  and  lies  about  fifty-two  miles  south  oi 
London.  The  old  name  of  the  town  was  Brighthelmstone,  which  some  antiquaries 
suppose  to  have  been  derived  from  Brighthelm,  a  Saxon  bishop ;  while  others 
suppose  that  it  may  be  derived  from  the  Saxon  beorlit,  hrilU,  berht,  and  bi/rt, 
signifying  bright;  heal,  a  light-house  or  watch-tower,  a  corner  or  point  of  a  wedge, 
a  hall ;  and  the  word  tun,  or  ton,  signifying  a  town. 

The  name,  spelled  Bristelmstune,  occurs  in  Doomsday-book.  Three  manors 
are  described  under  this  name,  and  they  all  appear  to  have  been  formerly  in 
the  possession  of  Earl  Godwin,  the  father  of  King  Harold.  Brighton,  or 
Brighthelmstone,  until  it  began  to  be  frequented  as  a  watering-place,  about  the 
middle  of  the  last  century,  is  seldom  noticed  by  historians  ;  and  until  that  period 
it  never  appears  to  have  risen  above  the  condition  of  a  small  fishing  town.  In  1313, 
John  de  "Warren,  then  lord  of  the  manor,  obtained  a  charter  to  have  a  market  at 
Brighthelmstone  every  Thursday;  andm  1513  the  place  was  pillaged  by  the  French. 
In  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.  a  block-house  was  erected  at  Brighton  ;  and  this 
defence  appears  to  have  been  either  rebuilt  or  further  strengthened  in  1558. 

About  1750,  Brighton,  which  was  then  recovering  from  the  depressed  state  in 
which  it  had  bet- n  for  upwards  of  a  century,  began  to  be  visited  during  the  summer 
as  a  bathing-place.  In  1782,  the  Duke  of  Cumberland,  brother  to  George  III., 
when  residing  at  Brighton,  received  a  visit  from  the  Prince  of  Wales,  afterwards 
George  IV.,  and  his  royal  highness  was  so  much  pleased  with  the  place,  that  he 
determined  to  build  for  himself  a  marine  residence  there.  The  Pavilion  was 
accordingly  commenced  in  1784  ;  but  from  the  alterations  and  additions  which  the 
royal  owner  was  almost  constantly  making,  it  would  be  difficult  to  say  when  it  was 
finished.  On  the  decease  of  George  IV.,  the  Pavilion  became  the  property  of  his 
successor,  AA'illiam  IV.,  from  whom  it  has  descended  to  her  present  Majesty,  who, 
disapproving  of  it  as  a  marine  residence,  it  was  allowed  to  fall  into  decay,  and  was 
ultimately  purchased  from  the  crown  by  the  corporation  for  upwards  of  £50,000. 
It  is  now  open  to  the  public  for  a  small  fee,  and  the  larger,  rooms  are  occasionally 
used  for  balls,  concerts,  and  public  meetings.  The  grounds  are  at  aU  times  available 
as  promenades;  and,  whatever  the  architect  may  say  of  its  merits,  there  can  be  no 
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doubt  that  the  edifice  adds  one  to  the  many  attractions  of  Brighton,  and  forms  a 
favourite  lounge  for  the  visitors  in  weather  which  will  not  permit  of  recreation  in 
the  open  air. 

The  Chain  Pier  is  within  a  few  minutes'  walk  of  the  Pavilion  :  it  ia  constructed 
upon  the  suspension  principle  ;  the  chains  are  supported  by  four  pairs  of  towers, 
placed  at  a  distance  of  nearly  two  hundred  feet  apart.  It  terminates  in  a  circular 
platform  furnished  with  an  awning  and  seats,  for  the  convenience  of  those  who  are 
desirous  of  inhaling  the  invigorating  breeze  from  so  advantageous  a  position  ; 
commanding,  as  it  does,  not  only  a  prospect  of  the  entire  bay,  but  also  an  excellent 
view  of  the  town.  The  expense  of  its  erection  was  about  £30,000 ;  but  it  has,  on 
several  occasions,  suffered  from  tempests,  to  which  its  great  length  and  exposed 
position  render  it  at  all  times  peculiarly  liable,  yet  the  public  spirit  and  liberality 
of  the  inhabitants  have  on  each  occasion  speedily  repaired  the  damage. 

There  is,  perhaps,  not  another  watering-place  in  the  kingdom  which  can  exliibit 
so  imposing  a  front  to  the  ocean.  For  an  extent  of  nearly  three  miles  Brighton 
displays  a  continuous  line  of  handsome  buildings,  interspersed  with  squares, 
crescents,  and  terraces — all  commanding  views  of  the  sea.  The  district  of  Kemp 
Town,  at  the  eastern  extremity  of  this  line,  deserves  especial  notice.  Many  of  its 
mansions  comprise  all  the  luxuries  and  conveniences  of  the  metropolis,  with  the 
sanitary  advantages  of  marine  villas ;  leaving  nothing  to  be  desired  by  the  most 
fastidious  taste,  and  affording  accommodation  for  large  estabUshments  conducted 
upon  a  scale  befitting  the  highest  ranks  of  our  aristocracy. 

The  proximity  of  Brighton  to  London,  the  short  time  in  which  the  transit 
between  the  towns  is  accomplished — less  than  two  hours,  and  the  numerous  trains 
which  run  during  the  day,  give  it  at  all  times  a  decided  advantage  over  other  sea- 
bathing towns  on  the  south  coast,  and  make  a  popular  excursion  for  those  whom 
business  or  taste  confines  to  the  capital,  and  who  cannot  enjoy  a  lengthened  stay  at 
the  coast. 

The  high  grounds  on  the  land  side  of  Brighton  afford  unusual  facilities  for 
horse  and  carriage  drives,  and  thus  agreeably  diversify  the  amusements  of  the  day — 
f.n  opportunity  of  which  the  inhabitants  and  visitors  freely  avail  themselves.  Of 
the  bathing  accommodations  we  have  left  ourselves  no  room  to  speak ;  but  we  may 
say  they  are  of  the  highest  character,  replete  with  every  convenience,  and  on 
a  scale  becomiu?  a  town  of  sixty  iliousand  permanent  residents. 
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The  town  of  Hastings  is  situated  on  the  coast  of  Sussex,  about  sixty-four  miles 
S.  S.  E.  of  London.  It  has  been  supposed  that  the  place  was  so  called  from 
Hastings,  a  Danish  pirate,  "  who,  where  he  landed  for  booty,  built  sometimes  little 
fortresses  ;  as  we  read,  in  Asserius  Menevensis,  of  Beamflote  Castle  built  by  him  in 
Essex,  and  of  others  at  Appledore  and  Middleton  in  Kent  "*.  This  conjecture, 
however,  does  not  appear  to  be  well  founded  ;  for  there  can  be  little  doubt  of  the 
place  having  been  called  Hastings  about  the  year  780,  in  the  reign  of  King  Ofta, 
whereas  Hastings,  the  pirate,  did  not  invade  England  till  about  880,  in  the  reign 
of  Alfred  the  Great.  "  Some  there  are,"  says  Camden,  "who  ridiculously  derive  the 
name  from  the  English  word  haste;  because,  as  Matthew  Paris  writes,  'apud 
Hastings  ligneum  arjiliter  castrum  statuit  Gulielmus  Conquestor' — at  Hastings 
William  the  Conqueror  liastily  set  up  a  fortress  of  timber."  Truly,  as  old  Fuller 
might  have  said,  there  has  been  more  haste  than  speed  in  the  endeavour  to  provide 
this  place  with  a  godfather. 

It  is  said  that  the  old  Saxon  town  of  Hastings  stood  considerably  to  the  south- 
ward of  the  present  one,  and  that  it  was  destroyed  by  the  incursions  of  the  sea 
previous  to  the  Conquest.  The  town,  however,  would  appear  to  have  been  in  a  short 
time  rebuilt ;  for  William  the  Conqueror,  soon  after  landing  at  Pevensey,  marched 
to  Hastings,  from  whence  he  advanced  about  eight  miles  into  the  country,  where  he 
encountered  the  English  army  under  Harold,  at  the  place  since  called  Battle, 
in  commemoration  of  the  event. 

Hastings,  though  not.  the  oldest,  is  considered  to  hold  the  first  rank  among  the 
ancient  maritime  boroughs  called  the  Cinque  Ports,  which  were  originally  instituted 
for  the  defence  of  the  coast,  and  endowed  with  special  privileges  on  condition  of  sup- 
plying a  certain  number  of  ships  and  manners  for  that  purpose.  Dover,  Sandwich, 
and  Romney  are  considered  the  oldest  of  tlie  Cinque  Ports,  as  they  are  the  only  ones 
which  are  mentioned  in  Domesday  as  privileged  ports.  Hastings  and  Hythe  are 
supposed  to  have  been  added  by  William  the  Conqueror ;  and  the  number  being 
thus  increased  to  Jive,  occasioned  the  community  to  be  called  the  Cinque  Ports. 

•  Camden's  Dritannia,  Bitihop  Gibson's  Tnuisliitioa. 
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Altliough  Wiachelsea  and  Rye,  which  had  previously  been  members  of  Hastings, 
were  constituted  principal  ports  at  some  period  between  the  Conquest  and  the  reign 
of  King  John,  the  name  of  Cinque  Ports  still  continued  to  be  given  to  the  community. 
The  Cinque  Ports  are  governed  by  a  lord  warden,  who  is  also  governor  of  Dover 
Castle.  A  certain  number  of  persons  (called  Barons)  deputed  from  the  Cinque  Ports, 
have  the  privilege  of  supporting  the  canopies  above  the  king  and  queen  at  coro- 
nations. 

There  was  formerly  a  pier  at  Hastings,  at  which  vessels  could  unload  ;  but  it 
was  destroyed  in  a  violent  storm,  about  the  commencement  of  the  reign  of  (^ueen 
Elizabeth,  and  never  rebuilt.  From  the  remains  of  this  pier,  which  are  still  to  be 
seen  at  low  water,  it  appears  to  have  run  out  in  a  south-eastern  direction  from  the 
icntre  of  the  Marine  Parade,  below  where  the  fort  now  stands.  The  fort,  in  a  great 
measure,  answers  the  purpose  of  a  breakwater  in  resisting  the  waves,  which  in  hi^h 
tides,  accompanied  with  a  strong  wind  from  the  seaward,  would  otlierwisc  be  likely 
to  do  serious  damage  to  the  lower  part  of  the  town. 

The  trade  of  Hastings  is  very  inconsiderable  ;  its  imports  being  chiefly  coals  for 
the  consumption  of  the  town,  and  its  exports  principally  oak  timber  and  plank, 
for  the  purposes  of  ship-building.  The  great  supports  of  the  town  are  the  numerous 
visitors  who  take  lodgings  there  during  the  bathing  season,  and  the  fishery,  which 
gives  employment  to  about  500  persons.  What  may  now  be  considered  the  old  town 
of  Hastings  is  situated  in  a  hollow  between  two  liills,  the  East  and  the  Castle-hill, 
and  consists  chiefly  of  two  streets,  which  run  nearl}'  parallel  to  eacli  other,  and  are 
called  High-street  and  All- Saints-street.  Tlie  new  town  of  Hastings,  which  has 
been  almost  wholly  erected  within  the  last  thirty  years,  lies  to  the  south  and  west- 
ward of  the  Castle-hill,  so  called  from  the  ruins  of  the  old  castle  on  its  top.  There 
are  two  old  churches  at  Hastings,  St.  Clement's  and  All- Saints',  and  a  modern 
chapel,  St.  Mary's,  in  Pelhara-cresccnt,  immediately  under  the  Castle-hiU.  From 
the  accommodation  which  it  affbrds  to  visitors,  and  the  beauty  and  interest  of  the 
walks  and  rides  in  its  vicinity,  Hastings  is  one  of  the  most  atcreeahle  watering-plaies 
ou  the  southern  coast  ot  Eniftand. 


HASTINGS, 


FROM     THE     BEACH. 


We  have  elsewhere  remarked  upon  the  origin  and  early  history  of  this 
fashionable  watering-place,  and  at  the  same  time  traced  its  connexion  with  those 
once  important  towns,  the  Cinque  Ports :  on  the  present  occasion  we  propose  to 
occupy  our  space  with  its  modern  features,  and  to  include  a  brief  notice  of  its 
more  aristocratic  neighbour,  St.  Leonards.  The  older  streets,  that  lie  close  under 
the  hill  and  stretch  up  towards  London,  are  narrow  and  inconvenient ;  they  are 
mostly  occupied  as  shops,  but  new  ranges  of  smart  and  commodious  dwelling- 
houses  have  been  built  on  every  hand.  For  many  years  the  visiters  to  Hastings 
had  to  submit  to  the  inconveniences  attendant  upon  a  residence  in  a  small  fishing- 
town  ;  but  these  have  now  been  removed,  and  hotels  and  private  lodging-houses, 
provided  with  all  the  luxuries  oi  modern  requirement,  are  to  be  found  in 
abundance.  The  rapidity  with  which  Hastings  can  be  reached  from  the  metro- 
polis, while  it  has  greatly  increased  the  number  of  its  visiters,  has,  perhaps, 
robbed  it  of  part  of  that  exclusiveness  for  which  it  was  formerly  distinguished. 
It  is  now  the  summer  resort  of  a  large  and  constantly-increasing  number  of  the 
middle  class,  who  derive  a  new  stock  of  health  from  its  genial  breezes  and  bracing 
waves,  wliile  their  expenditure  forms  the  support  of  the  large  and  constantly- 
increasing  resident  population. 

Of  St.  Leonards,  we  may  remark  that  it  is  quite  a  creature  of  our  own  day. 
Mr.  Burton,  the  architect  of  a  large  part  of  the  buildings  about  the  Kegent's-park, 
commenced  the  formation  of  a  new  town  here  in  1828.  His  plan  was  conceived 
on  a  bold  scale,  and  was  very  fairly  carried  into  execution.  A  noble  esplanade 
extends  for  more  than  half  a  mile  along  the  beach.  A  handsome  range  of  build- 
ings, called  the  Marina,  some  five  hundred  feet  in  extent,  stretches  along  the  sea- 
front  of  the  town,  with  a  covered  colonnade  of  the  same  length.  Other  terraces 
and  scattered  villus,  bearing  in  character  a  considerable  resemblance  to  those  in 
the  Regent's-park,  were  also  erected,  together  wich  a  church,  assembly-rooms, 
bath-houses,  and  hotels  of  large  size  and  the  most  complete  arrangements.  There 
fre  also  pleasure-grounds  and  ocher  contrivances  for  the  amusement  or  comfort  oi 
visiters.     St.  Leonards  has  been  able  to  boast  of  a  large  array  of  noble  and  dis- 
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fingiiishod  vis^itcrs  from  its  earliest  infancy,  llcr  present  Maiesty  heads  tlie  list, 
.<lie  having,  when  Princess  Victoria,  resided  with  her  mother,  in  1834,  at  the 
western  end  of  the  Marina.  Thj  Queen  Dowager  is  also  among  the  names  it 
delights  to  remember.  The  house  in  which  she  lived  is  now  called  Adelaide 
House.  Among  its  literary  visitants  Campbell  has  perhaps  the  first  place,  he 
having  left  a  permanent  record  of  his  residence  at  it  in  the  Liues  on  the  View  from 
St.  Leonards: — 

"  Hail  to  lliy  face  and  odours,  glorious  Sea  ! 
'Twere  thauklessness  in  me  to  bless  thee  not, 
Great,  beauteous  being  !  in  whose  breath  and  smile 
My  heart  beats  calmer,  anil  my  very  mind 
Inhales  salubrious  thi)ughts.     How  welcomer 
Thy  murmurs  than  the  murnuirs  of  the  world  ! 
Though  like  the  world  thou  fluctuatest,  thy  din 
To  me  is  peace,  thy  restlessness  repose. 
Ev'n  gladly  I  exchange  yon  spring-green  lanes, 
Willi  all  the  darling  field-flowers  in  their  prime. 
And  gardens  haunted  by  the  nightingale's 
Long  trills  and  gushing  ecstacies  of  song. 
For  these  wild  headlands  and  the  sea-mew's  clang. 

"  With  thee  beneath  my  windows,  pleasant  Sea  ! 
I  long  not  to  o'erlook  earth's  fairest  glades 
And  green  savannahs — Earth  has  not  a  plain 
So  boundless  or  so  beautiful  as  tliine." 

St.  Leonards  was  originally  a  mile  and  a  hidf  distant  from  Ilastinn-s;  but  the 
'lid  town  has  stretched  out  its  arms  to  its  youthful  progeny.  The  Grand  Parade 
was  the  first  step  towards  uniting  them;  and  now  other  places  have  sprun"  up, 
and  they  are  fairly  joined  together.  The  esplanade  now  reaches,  with  hardly  an 
interruption,  from  the  Marine  Parade  at  Hastings  to  the  Marina  at  St.  Leonards, 
and  forms  probably  the  finest  walk  of  the  kind  in  the  kingdom. 

The  vicinity  of  Hastings  is  replete  with  objects  of  interest,  and  amongst  them 
we  may  mention  Fiulverhythe,  a  short  distance  from  St.  Leonards,  generally 
assigned  as  the  landing-place  of  William  of  jS'ormandy.  East  Hill,  or  Camp 
Hill,  was  probably  the  site  chosen  for  his  first  encampment,  whence,  after  a  brief 
stay,  he  marched  to  meet  the  English  troops  under  Harold.  Of  the  events  of  that 
day  our  readers  are  already  well  informed ;  but  should  anv  of  tliem  feel  disposed 
to  spend  a  day  in  visiting  the  old  town  of  Batdi',  they  will  find  their  labour  well 
repaid  by  an  inspection  of  the  ruins  of  Battle  Abbey;  tiiough  we  must  caution 
them  against  the  supposition  tliat  the  existing  remains  are  those  of  the  edifice 
erected  by  the  Conqueror  in  commemoration  of  his  victory :  they  are  of  a  later 
date,  yet  stiil  deber\'ing  of  a  better  late  than  seems  to  have  tallen  to  their  share. 
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SUSSEX. 

To  the  Cinque  Forts,  of  which  Rye  and  Winchilsea  are  appendages,  we  have 
already  adverted  in  several  articles  of  this  work.  As  places  where  strength  and 
vigilance  were  particularly  necessary,  and  from  which  ships  might  put  to  sea  in 
cases  of  sudden  emergency,  these  ports  were  entitled,  in  former  times,  to  the 
special  attention  of  government,  and  performed  great  and  important  services  to  the 
country.  Their  privileges  are  numerous,  and  they  are  within  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  Constable  of  Dover  Castle,  Warden  of  the  Cinque  Ports. 

Until  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.,  the  crown  seems  to  have  had  no  permanent 
navy,  but  to  have  depended  almost  entirely  on  the  Cinque  Ports  for  the  protection 
of  our  maritime  frontier ;  and  hence  the  origin  of  those  privileges  conferred  upon 
them  by  successive  sovereigns,  in  acknowledgment  of  services  rendered  to  the 
State.  Among  these  are  the  exemption  from  toll  and  harbour-dues,  still  recognised 
at  several  ports,  and  various  other  rights  of  minor  consideration.  In  ancient  times 
there  were  several  courts  of  jurisdiction,  extending  over  all  the  ports  and  their 
members,  and  intended  either  as  courts  of  appeal,  for  persons  who  considered 
themselves  aggrieved  by  any  of  the  separate  and  local  tribunals,  or  for  regulating 
the  grand  affairs  of  the  whole  association ;  but  these  may  now  be  considered  as 
obsolete — their  functions  have  dwindled  to  mere  matters  of  form. 

Rye  is  a  town  and  harbour  of  great  antiquity,  near  the  borders  of  the  Kentish 
marshes.  It  occupies  the  declivity  of  a  hill,  on  a  peninsula,  bounded  on  the  south 
and  west  by  the  sea,  and  on  the  east  by  the  river  Rother.  The  town  is  composed 
of  several  well-formed  and  regularly  built  streets,  and  lighted  with  gas ;  and  from 
various  points  the  eye  wanders  over  the  channel  and  adjacent  country,  where  rural 
and  marine  scenery  conspire  to  form  some  of  the  most  delightful  views  on  the 
coast  of  England.  The  ancient  history  of  Rye,  during  the  height  of  its  prosperity 
as  a  sea-port,  abounds  in  incidents  of  a  martial  and  romantic  interest,  as  trans- 
mitted to  us  by  Froissart  and  the  ancient  chroniclers  of  those  times  when  the  star 
of  chivalry  was  still  dominant  in  the  kingdoms  of  Europe. 

In  the  reign  of  Richard  II.,  and  again  in  that  of  Henry  VI.,  Rye  was  burnt 
by  the  French,  when  the  early  records  of  the  town  are  supposed  to  have  been 
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consumed ;  for,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  fragments,  all  the  old  writinirs  and 
charters  which  have  hcen  discovered  are  subsequent  to  that  calamity.  In  the 
same  conflagration,  the  old  church  is  supposed  to  have  fallen  a  sacrifice,  and  to 
have  been  rebuilt  in  its  present  form — a  capacious  cruciform  structure  with  a 
central  tower — but  in  a  different  situation,  the  original  having  stood  on  the  spot, 
near  Ypres  lower,  called  the  Old  Church-yard.  This  tower,  now  appropriated  to 
the  purposes  of  a  gaol,  has  recently  undergone  several  alterations  and  improve- 
ments. 

The  old  harbour  of  Rye,  which  in  former  days  presented  so  stirring  a  scene  of 
coramercial  activity,  has  dwindled  like  that  of  Sandwich,  Winchllsea,  and  many 
of  its  prosperous  contemporaries,  into  comparative  insignificance.  But  in 
accounting  for  this  melancholy  fact,  we  must  Icok  to  natural  causes,  rather  than 
to  the  decay  of  native  enterprise.  The  present  harbour  is  situated  on  the  east 
side  of  the  town  ;  and  on  tiie  north — a  mile  and  a  half  from  the  sea  entrance — 
vessels  of  two  hundred  tons  burden  can  still  lade  and  unlade  close  to  the  quay. 
Under  spirited  management,  and  with  proper  funds  for  such  an  enterprise,  it  is 
believed  that  it  might  still  be  made  to  accommodate  vessels  of  every  draught  and 
tonnage.  By  means  of  the  three  rivers,  Rother,  Tillingham,  and  Brede,  which 
traverse  the  country,  great  facilities  are  afforded  to  commercial  intercourse.  Coal, 
com,  hops,  bark,  wood,  and  timber,  constitute  the  chief  articles  of  trade;  and 
several  sloops  are  constantly  employed  in  conveying  chalk  from  the  cliffs  at  East- 
bourne, for  the  burning  of  lime.  During  the  season,  the  herring  and  mackarel 
fisheries  employ  a  good  many  hands,  the  produce  of  which  is  chiefly  sent  to  the 
London  market. 

The  Borough  of  Rye  has  exercised  the  elective  franchise  from  the  earliest 
date  of  parliamentary  representation.  Previous  to  the  enactment  of  the  Reform 
Bill,  it  returned  two  members;  but  by  that  great  public  measure  the  town  and  its 
electoral  district  were  limited  to  one  representative.  The  government  of  the  town 
is  vested  in  a  mayor,  four  aldermen,  and  twelve  councillors.  The  mayor  is 
coroner  for  the  borough  and  liberty,  and  also  a  justice  of  the  peace.  Courts  of 
quarter  sessions  are  held  before  a  recorder,  nominated  by  the  crown;  and  a 
commission  of  the  peace  has  been  conferred  on  four  gentlemen,  residents  of  the 
borough,  who  meet  in  petty  session  twice  a  week  in  the  Court-hall.  The  church- 
living,  a  discharged  vicarage,  is  in  the  gift  of  the  Earl  of  Burlington.  The 
charitable  institutions  consist  of  a  Free  Grammar  School,  a  British  School,  an  alms- 
house, and  some  minor  bequests  for  benevolent  purposes.  Corn  and  provision- 
markets  are  licld  twice  a  week — a  cattle-market  every  fortnight — and  annual  fairs 
on  Whitmonday  and  the  tj^nth  of  August, 
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FOLKSTONE. 

FoLKSTONE  is  in  the  county  of  Kent,  and  lies  about  seventy-two  miles  south- 
east of  London,  and  seven  west-south-west  of  Dover.  In  the  beautiful  vignette, 
from  a  drawing  by  Boyes,  the  view  is  taken  from  the  eastward,  and  represents 
the  characteristics  of  Folkstone  of  the  past  rather  than  the  present.  Few  ports  in 
her  Majesty's  dominions  have  risen  into  commercial  eminence  so  rapidly  as  the 
subject  of  our  present  Engraving.  For  the  following  description  we  are  principally 
indebted  to  the  recently  published  work  of  Mr.  G.  Measom.  He  remarks :  "  The 
town  is  very  irregularly  built  in  its  lower  and  older  part,  having  steep  and  narrow 
streets,  which  nevertheless  are  clean  and  well  paved,  and  the  whole  is  now  Hghted 
with  gas.  The  higher  portion,  however,  going  up  to  the  cllifs,  is  much  more 
regular,  and  comprises  several  pretty  terraces  with  lodging-houses  for  summer 
visitors,  who  may  here  enjoy  all  the  benefits  of  a  fine,  bracing  air,  and  sea-bathing, 
combined  with  that  rural  retirement  so  desirable  in  the  country,  and  which  cannot 
be  found  either  at  Dover,  Ramsgate,  or  other  bathing  towns  on  this  coast.  The 
cliffs,  too,  command  the  most  delightful  views,  south-west,  over  the  wide  level  of 
Komney  Marsh,  as  far  as  Beachy  Head,  while  seaward  stands  the  town  and 
harbour  at  our  feet,  beyond  which  are  the  Straits  of  Dover,  skirted  in  the  horizon 
by  the  coast  of  France.  Folkstone  has  two  chui'ches — one  of  modern  erection  in 
the  upper  town — and  four  or  five  places  of  worship  for  Dissenters,  all  of  which 
have  attached  Sunday-schools ;  besides  which  there  are  several  daily  subscription- 
schools,  and  a  good  grammar-school.  It  has  also  a  town-hall  and  market-house, 
a  custom-house,  a  mechanics'  institute,  dispensary,  several  libraries,  reading-rooms, 
&c.,  and  four  or  five  good  inns. 

"  The  port  of  Folkstone,  not  less  than  the  town,  has  been  vastly  improved  by 
the  South-Eastern  Railway  Company.  Even  before  they  acquired  possession  of  it 
in  1845,  efforts  had  been  made  by  the  construction  of  an  arm  at  the  end  of  the  pier 
to  arrest  the  progress  of  shingle,  which  here,  as  at  Dover,  constantly  choked  and 
filled  up  the  harbour.  The  first  step  adopted  by  the  company  was  the  carrying 
out  from  the  south-west  end  of  the  arm  of  the  pier  of  a  groyne  formed  with  piles, 
and  which  gradually  led  to  tlie  formation  of  a  breakwater,  about  fifty  feet  broad 
sit  top,  forming  an  obtuse  angle  with  the  old  arm  of  the  pier.    This  at  once  stopped 
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the  further  accumulation  of  shingle  within  the  harbour,  which  was  then  at  vast 
expense  cleared  of  the  gravel  and  mud  long  collected  therein,  and  it  has  since 
remained  clear.  This  breakwater,  moreover,  has  been  greatly  improved  by 
constructions  of  masonry  intended  to  bind  the  work  together;  and  at  the  same 
time  great  additions  and  improvements  have  been  made  both  in  the  foundations 
and  superstructures  of  the  original  j)iers.  ■  In  fact,  Folkstone  Harbour,  which  was 
before  a  slough  of  gravel  and  mud,  almost  inaccessible  except  at  half-spring  or 
spring  tides,  has,  owing  to  these  improvements,  become  '  a  harbour  having  twenty 
feet  of  water  considerably  within  the  entrance,  and  is  now  capable  of  being  entered 
by  steamers  three  hours  and  a  half  after  high  water ;  while  during  neap  tides  there 
are  occasionally  four  or  five  feet  of  water  in  the  entrance  at  low  water,  and 
immediately  outside,  sufficient  ibr  a  steamer  to  take  her  passengers  from  the  pier- 
head and  work  herself  clearly  off.'  (See  Mr.  Swanks  Report.)  Another  point  of 
importance  in  connexion  with  this  harbour,  is  the  great  ease  with  which  it  can  be 
taken  in  bad  weather,  to  which  the  captains  of  steamers  bear  almost  individual 
testimony ;  and  to  this,  also,  we  may  add  the  superior  ease  with  which  vessels  may 
be  swung,  and  the  facility  of  backing  out  without  turning  round,  so  as  to  save 
time  in  landing  passengers  and  again  leaving  port.  On  the  whole,  this  harbour, 
as  now  improved,  is  one  of  the  finest  monuments  of  engineering  skill  in  this 
country,  and  confers  infinite  honour  on  Peter  W.  Barlow,  Esq.,  the  company's 
engineer,  and  the  Directors,  who  so  spiritedly  backed  the  undertaking.  It  scarcely 
need  be  added,  that  the  first  result  of  these  improvements  was  to  make  Folkstone 
suited  for  a  regular  packet  station,  and  now  for  some  years  this  port  has  acquired 
at  least  one-half  ot  the  traffic  across  the  Straits,  which  was  formerly  wholly 
monopolised  by  the  neighbouring  port  of  Dover ;  nor,  as  the  sea  voyage  is  shorter, 
and  the  steamers  are  vastly  superior,  can  there  be  any  doubt  that  ere  long  it  will 
become  the  chosen  route  of  all  the  intelligent  travelling  public.  Indeed,  the 
constantly  and  rapidly  increasing  customs  and  harbour  dues  of  the  port,  year  by 
year,  furnish  of  themselves  a  sufficient  proof  that  Folkstone  has  acquired  a  vigoilr 
and  vitality  which  it  only  requires  perseverance  in  the  inhabitants  to  maintain  i 
nor  can  this  increase  in  the  prosperity  of  the  town  be  truly  ascribed  to  any  other 
cause  than  the  spirited  conduct  of  the  company,  who  have  made  it  one  of  theii 
most  important  maritime  termini.  The  census,  moreover,  speaks  on  this  subject 
with  an  eloquence  that  is  quite  unanswerable,  for  in  1831  Folkstone  had  only 
2,300  inhabitants,  and  in  1841  but  2,900,  whereas  in  1851  it  had  upwards  of  7,500; 
showing  an  increase  of  about  140  per  cent.  Facts  like  these  speak  more  than  all 
praise!"* 

*  G.  Measom's  Illtutratcd  Ouide  to  tht  SouA-Eastem  RaUtcay, 


DOVER, 

FROM    THE    EAMSGATE    ROAD. 

Tub  most  favourable  point  of  view  for  an  artist  who  is  desirous  of  obtaining  a 
general  view  of  Dover,  is  certainly  that  portion  of  the  Ramsgate  Road  of  which  Mr 
Bartlett  has  availed  himself  on  the  present  occasion.  Placed  at  a  sufficient  elevation 
to  enable  him  to  embrace  a  wide  extent  of  land  and  water,  he  is  still  sufficiently 
near  the  town  to  secure  that  distinctness  of  detail  which  adds  so  much  to  the  effect 
of  a  landscape.  One  of  the  chief  points  of  attraction  in  Dover  must  always  bp  the 
Castle,  but  as  we  shall  have  another  opportunity  of  referring  to  that  structure,  in 
connection  with  our  view  of  Dover  from  the  Beach,  we  purpose  now  to  devote  our 
attention  to  the  town  itself. 

At  the  period  of  the  Conquest,  Dover  was  unquestionably  a  place  of  considerable 
note.  It  is  mentioned,  with  Sandwich  and  Romney,  in  the  Domesday-book,  as  a 
privileged  port ;  and  is  said  to  have  enjoyed,  from  an  earlier  period,  sundry  privi- 
leges and  immunities  in  common  with  those  two  towns,  on  consideration  of  sup- 
plying a  certain  number  of  ships  and  mariners  for  the  defence  of  the  adjacent  coast. 
In  the  reign  of  King  John,  Dover  received  a  charter  as  one  of  the  Cinque  Ports  ; 
and  in  several  succeeding  reigns,  its  shipping  and  mariners  were  frequently  employed 
in  the  fleets  assembled  to  convey  English  armies  to  France.  As  it  was  con- 
sidered the  key  of  England,  it  was  surrounded  with  walls  and  strongly  fortified ; 
and  as  it  was  the  principal  port  in  the  kingdom  for  persons  taking  shipping  in  pro- 
ceeding to  France,  acts  were  passed  in  the  reign  of  Edward  III.  and  Richard  II., 
appointing  the  rate  of  passage.  Henry  VIII.  expended  large  sums  in  the  improve- 
ment of  the  harbour,  the  entrance  of  which  had  been  much  choked  up  by  shingle 
washed  in  by  the  sea.  A  pier  was  commenced,  and  carried  on  at  a  great  expense, 
but  he  died  before  it  was  completed ;  and  in  the  reign  of  his  successor,  the  work 
appears  to  have  been  almost  wholly  suspended.  In  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  further 
attempts  were  made  to  improve  the  harbour;  and  in  1606  an  act  was  passed 
appointing  eleven  commissioners,  who  were  empowered  to  receive  certain  rates, 
and  employ  the  money  in  repairing  the  pier  and  improving  the  harbour.  In 
succeeding  times  various  plans  have  been  tried  to  prevent  the  increase  of  the 
bar,  which,  after  a  gale  of  wind  from  the  seaward,  is  sometimes  increased  so  much, 
as  to  prevent  all  vessels,  except  those  that  are  of  very  light  draught  of  water,  from 
entering  or  leaving  the  port.     It  is  high  water  at  Dover  pier  at  sixteen  minutes  past 
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eleven  on  the  full  and  change  of  the  moon  ;  and  the  rise  of  the  water  at  spring-tides 
IS  about  twenty  feet.  Dover  is  much  frequented  in  summer  as  a  watering-place  ; 
and  for  the  convenience  which  it  affords,  and  tlie  beautiful  and  interesting  scenery 
in  its  neighbourhood,  it  is  surpassed  by  no  other  town  on  the  coast. 

At  a  short  distance  from  the  entrance  to  Dover  Castle  is  mounted  the  long  brass 
gun,  usually  called  Queen  Elizabeth's  pocket-pistol,  wliich  was  presented  to  her 
Majesty  by  the  United  Provinces.  It  is  iwenty-four  feet  long ;  but  is  so  much 
"  honey-combed,"  that,  were  it  fired,  it  would  De  certain  to  burst.  Popular  tradition 
says  that  it  contains  an  inscription  to  this  effect : — 

"  Sponge  me  well,  and  keep  me  clean, 
And  I'll  throw  a  ball  to  Calais  green." 

There  is,  indeed,  an  inscription  on  it  in  the  Dutch  language,  but  though  it 
commemorates  the  destructive  power  of  this  long  piece  of  ordnance,  it  says  nothing 
■wliich  impUes  that  its  range  was  so  extraordinary.  The  distance  from  Dover 
C.astleto  the  church  of  Notre- Dame,  at  Calais,  is  rather  more  than  twenty-six  miles 
This  gun  was  cast  at  Utrecht  in  1544,  by  James  Tolkys,  and  the  verses  inscribed 
on  its  breech  have  been  translated  as  follows: — 

"  O'er  hill  and  dale  I  throw  my  ball ; 
Breaker,  my  name,  of  mound  and  wall." 

About  a  mile  to  the  southward  of  the  town  is  the  celebrated  cliff  which  i?  sup- 
posed to  have  been  described  by  Sliakspeare  in  King  Lear. 

"Oloster. — Dost  thou  know  Dover  ! 
Edgojr. — Ay,  master. 
Oloster. — There  is  a  cliff,  whose  high  and  bending  head 

Looks  fearfully  in  the  confined  deep  : 

Brmg  me  to  the  very  brim  of  it. 
•  ••••• 

Edgar. — Come  on,  sir  ;  here's  the  place  : — stand 

Still.— How  fearful 

And  dizzy  'tis,  to  cast  one's  eye  so  low  ! 

The  crows,  and  choughs,  that  wing  the  midway  air. 

Show  scarce  so  gross  as  beetles  :  halfway  down 

Hangs  one  that  gathers  samphire  ;  dreadful  trade  I 

Methinks  he  seems  no  bigger  than  his  head  : 

The  fishermen  that  walk  upon  the  beach 

Appear  like  mice  ;  and  yon  tall  anchoring  bark, 

Diminished  to  her  cock  ;  her  cock,  a  buoy 

Almost  too  small  for  sight :  the  murmuring  surge. 

That  on  the  unnumber'd  idle  pebbles  chafes. 

Cannot  be  heard  so  high.     I'll  look  no  more, 

Lest  my  brain  turn,  and  the  deficient  sight 

Topple  down  headlong." 
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Dover  is  in  the  county  of  Kent,  and  lies  about  seventy-two  miles  scuth- 
Bouth-east  of  London.  The  town  is  situated  in  a  vaUey,  having  on  one  side  the 
cliffs  on  which  Dover  Castle  is  built,  and  on  the  other  the  eminence  called  the 
Heights;  these  are  strongly  fortified,  and  form  the  principal  defence  of  the  town 
and  harbour.  The  greater  part  of  the  town  Ues  on  the  western  side  of  a  small 
stream,  called  the  Dour,  which  there  discharges  itself  into  the  sea.  The  ^^ew  m 
the  En-ravinc  is  taken  from  the  beach,  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  harbour,  looking 
towards  the  north-east.  The  row  of  houses  seen  extending  in  a  hue  nearly 
parallel  with  the  beach  is  caUed  the  Marine  Parade;  and,  crowning  the  chff,  is 
perceived  what  of  old  was  termed  «  the  Key  and  Bar  of  England,"-Dover 
Castle  Its  importance  as  a  place  of  defence  against  the  attacks  of  an  mvadmg 
enemy  has,  however,  been  seldom  proved;  and  for  the  last  three  centuries  the 
best  defence  of  England  against  the  invasion  of  her  foes  has  been  her  wooden- 
walls.  ,  VII 
"  BriUmiia  needs  no  bulwark. 

No  towers  along  the  steep  ; 

Her  march  is  o'er  the  mountain  wave ., 

Her  home  is  on  the  deep. 

With  thunders  from  her  native  oak, 

She  quells  the  floods  b  .'low. 

As  they  roar  on  the  shore, 

When  the  stormy  tempests  blow  ; 

When  the  battle  rages  loud  and  lou?, 

And  the  stormy  tempests  blow." 

The  height  of  the  chff,  on  which  Dover  Castle  stands,  is  about  three  hundred 
and  twenty  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea ;  and  the  area  of  the  ground  inclosed 
by  the  outward  walls  is  about  thirty-four  acres.  It  has  been  supposed  that  the 
Romans,  in  one  of  Julius  Cesar's  expeditions,  first  built  a  castle  and  established 
a  miUtary  station  at  Dover  ;  but  this  opinion  is  founded  on  mere  conjecture,  and 
is  extremely  improbable.  That  the  Romans,  at  some  subsequent  period,  had  a 
station  not  far  from  the  present  keep  is  certam ;  for  the  remains  of  the  walls  and 
ditch  are  still  perceptible.     It  however  appears  to  have  been  but  of  small  siw. 
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and  was  probably  only  a  castram  cxploratvrtim,  or  look-out  station,  garrisoned  by 
a  small  body  of  soliliers  detached  from  a  neighbouring  camp.  Witliin  the 
boundary  of  the  exploratory  camp  the  Romans  had  built  a  pharos,  or  watcli- 
tower,  tiie  greater  part  of  which  is  yet  standing. 

Previous  to  the  Norman  Conquest,  there  was  undoubtedly  a  castle  or  fortress 
at  Dover,  probably  near  the  spot  where  the  keep  or  principal  tower  of  Dover 
Castle  now  stands.  Previous  to  the  death  of  Edward  the  Confessor  it  appears  to 
have  belonged  to  Harold,  afterwards  King  of  England;  for  "William,  Duke  of 
Normandy,  who  was  then  probably  devising  measures  to  secure  to  himself  the 
English  crown,  refused  to  allow  Harold  to  depart  from  Rouen,  till  he  had  taken 
an  oath  to  deliver  up  to  him  "  the  Castle  of  Dover  and  the  well  of  water  in  it," 
on  the  decease  of  Edward.  After  the  battle  of  Hastings,  the  Conqueror  marched 
without  delay  to  Dover,  took  possessipn  of  the  castle,  and  put  the  governor  to 
death.  It  appears  that  he  also  burnt  the  town,  which  perhaps  might  not  have 
received  him  with  sufficient  humihty,  in  order  to  terrify  others  into  immediate, 
submission  to  his  authority.  The  foundation  of  the  present  keep  of  Dover  Castle 
was  laid  by  Henry  II.  in  1153,  the  year  before  he  succeeded  to  the  English 
crown  on  the  death  of  King  Stephen.  The  ground  plan  is  nearly  a  square,  and 
the  building,  in  its  general  appearance,  bears  a  great  resemblance  to  Rochester 
Castle,  which  was  erected  according  to  the  designs  of  Bishop  Gundulph— the 
architect  of  the  White  Tower  in  the  Tower  of  London — in  the  early  part  of  the 
reio-n  of  William  Rufus.  The  walls  of  the  keep  of  Dover  Castle  are  from 
eio-hteen  to  twenty  feet  thick,  and  are  traversed  by  galleries  communicating  with 
the  principal  apartments.  The  summit  is  embattled ;  and  the  top  of  the  northern 
turret  is  93  feet  high  from  the  ground,  and  about  465  feet  above  the  level  of  the 
sea,  at  low  water.  The  view  from  the  top  is  extremely  grand  and  interesting, 
including  the  North  Foreland,  Reculver  Church,  Ramsgate  Pier,  Sandwich,  and 
a  great  part  of  the  intermediate  country,  with  the  straits  of  Dover,  the  town  of 
Calais,  and  the  line  of  the  French  coast  from  Gravelines  to  Boulogne.  In  1 800, 
a  bomb-proof  arched  roof  was  constructed,  and  several  large  cannon  mounted  on 
it.  During  the  late  war  the  fortifications  were  greatly  strengthened,  the  old 
towers  on  the  walls  repaired,  and  additional  quarters  for  soldiers  constructed,  in 
order  that  the  garrison,  in  the  event  of  invasion,  might  be  able  to  withstand  a 
rcmilar  siege 


SANDWICH, 

KKNT. 

}Ier  walls  are  crumbling  down— tin'  pilf, 
Through  which  her  merchants  wont  to  i.oiip 
Is  all  dismantled  :  adverse  fate 
lias  east  a  blight  upon  her  shore. 
Her  streets  and  shipless  haven  allow 
The  tenure  of  all  things  below, 


The  history  of  Sandwich,  as  one  ol'  the  Cinque  Ports,  presents  a  striking 
example  of  the  Huctuution  of  trade,  and  the  uncertain  tenure  by  which  all 
mercantile  property  is  held,  when  supported  by  merely  human  ingenuity  and 
enterprise.  A  very  slight  operation  of  nature  is  sufficient  to  paralyse  the  hand  of 
ambition,  and  to  strike  the  once  productive  landscape  with  steriHty.  Harbours, 
where  our  foretathers  have  counted  tiie  thickly  crowded  masts  of  stately  merchant- 
men, are  now  deserted  or  Ibrgotten.  Many  of  the  channels  through  which  riches 
were  once  poured  into  this  county,  have  been  gradually  dried  up ;  while  new  ports 
and  harbours  have  been  opened  on  various  parts  of  the  coast,  where  commercial 
enterprise  luis  fixed  her  abode.  But,  like  their  predecessors,  these  also  may  be 
deserted  in  their  turn,  and  silently  co-operaie  in  that  ever-progressive  scheme  of 
nature,  by  which,  as  the  old  and  familiar  scenes  of  our  youth  become  changed  or 
obliterated,  otiiers  are  called  forth  to  take  their  place.  The  existence  of  a  shoal,  or 
the  shifting  oi'  a  sand-bank,  may  mar  or  diminish  the  prosperity  of  a  city  ;  and  to 
the  great  local  changes  which  this  part  of  the  Kentish  coast  has  undergone,  the 
decay  of  Sandwich,  as  a  harbour,  is  chiefly  to  be  ascribed.  Where  fleets  of  mer- 
chantmen once  rode  in  safety;  where  the  busy  scenes  of  lading  and  unlading  once 
offered  pictures  of  maritime  prosperity,  the  fishing-cvaft  of  the  place  can  hardlj 
find  anchorage,  and  all  the  characteristics  of  a  flourishing  port  have  disappeared  ; 
so  that  it  may  be  affirmed,  with  a  truth  too  evident,  that — 

"The  balance  has  shifted— prosiiei-ity's  ray 
No  longer  enlivens  her  harbour  and  bay.'* 

The  town  of  Sandwich  includes  the  parishes  of  St.  Clement,  St,  Mary  tlic- 
\irgin,  and  St.  Peter- the- Apostle.     St.  Clement's  Church  is  a  very  ancient  ard 
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spacious  structure,  with  a  massive  tower,  a  noble  specimen  of  tlie  Norman  style  of 
ecclesiastical  architecture.  St.  Mary's  is  also  a  church  of  considerable  antiquity  as 
well  as  St.  Peter's;  but  both  have  been  considerably  damaged  by  time  and 
p.ccident.  The  Guildhall  is  an  ancient  and  handsome  edifice.  The  Free  Gram- 
mar-School,  endowed  with  cxiiibitions,  was  founded  in  1563;  and  among  the 
charitable  institutions  are  the  Hospitals  of  St.  Thomas  and  St.  John,  in  which  a 
number  of  aged  persons  of  good  character,  but  in  reduced  circumstances,  are 
comfortably  supported.  The  Hospital  of  St.  Bartholomew  is  a  munificent 
foundation,  from  the  funds  of  which  sixteen  decayed  tradesmen  of  respectable 
character,  and  otliers,  members  of  the  corporation,  are  supported  in  comparative 
affluence. 

Sandwich  was  originally  enclosed  by  walls  and  partly  fortified.  It  had  eight 
gates,  one  of  which,  called  Fisher's  Gate,  is  considered  by  architects  and  anti- 
quaries as  well  deserving  of  inspection,  for  the  excellence  of  its  design  and  work- 
manship. It  illustrates  a  period  when  the  craft  had  reached  its  zenith  in  this 
country,  and  when  the  Templars— the  Vaubans  of  their  day— still  exercised  the 
mysteries  of  architecture. 

Ship-building  and  rope-rnaking,  as  well  as  a  foreign  trade  with  Norway, 
Sweden,  and  Russia,  in  iron,  timber,  and  hemp,  are  still  carried  on  in  Sandwich^ 
tliough  comparatively  to  a  very  small  extent.  The  home  trade,  chiefly  with  Wales 
and  Scotland,  consists  of  flour,  seed,  hops,  malt,  fruit,  &c. ;  but  of  the  once 
celebrated  woollen  trade  of  Sandwich  not  a  vestige  is  left.  The  weekly  market- 
Qiys  are  AVednesday  and  Saturday,  with  a  cattle-market  every  alternp^te  jNIonday, 
aiJ'l  annuiil  fairs  on  the  second  of  October  ana  fourth  of  Deeember. 


EAMSGATE, 

ENTRANCE  TO  THE  HAKBODR. 

The  view  of  the  entrance  to  Eamsgate  harbour,  engraved  liom  a  painting  by 
E.  W.  Cooke,  is  taken  from  the  southward,  and  its  fideUty  will  immediately  be 
recognised  by  every  one  who  has  seen  the  place.  It  is  blowing  a  stiff  breeze, 
which  causes  a  swell ;  and  the  fishing  smack,  seen  entering,  is  lowering  her  sails, 
that  she  may  not  have  too  much  way  when  she  gets  within  the  harbour.  To  the 
left  is  the  lighthouse,  which  stands  near  the  end  of  the  western  pier ;  and  the 
extremity  of  the  eastern  pier  is  perceived  to  the  right. 

The  cost  of  Eamsgate  harbour,  dock,  Hghthouse,  and  other  requisite  buildings, 
is  said  to  have  amounted  to  £650,000.  The  form  of  the  harbour  is  nearly  circular, 
and  its  area  is  about  forty-six  acres.  The  length  of  the  eastern  pier,  following  its 
angles,  or  "  cants"  as  they  are  technically  termed,  is  about  2000  feet,  and  that  of 
the  western  about  1500.  Their  general  width  is  about  26  feet,  including  the 
thickness  of  the  parapets ;  and  the  width  of  the  entrance  to  the  harbour  between 
their  heads  is  240  feet.  The  harbour  is  maintained  by  a  tonnage  duty  on  all  ships 
passing,  whether  salHng  on  the  east  or  west  of  the  Goodwin  Sands,  and  by  a  duty 
on  coals  and  stones  discharged  in  the  harbour. 

The  Ught  displayed  from  the  Hghthouse  is  stationary,  and  is  only  exhibited 
when  there  is  ten  feet  water  between  the  pier  heads.  In  the  day  time  a  flag  is 
hoisted  while  there  is  the  same  depth  of  water  at  the  entrance  of  the  harbour.  In 
spring  tides,  the  depth  of  water  increases  to  sixteen  feet  in  about  an  hour  from  the 
time  that  the  ten-feet  signal  is  displayed ;  in  about  two  hours  to  twenty  feet ;  and 
in  three  hours,  or  about  high  water,  to  twenty-one  feet.  In  neap-tides  the  depth 
of  water  at  those  periods  respectively  is  fourteen,  seventeen,  and  eighteen  feet  be- 
tween the  pier  heads. 

During  the  summer,  Eamsgate  is  much  Irequented  by  visitors  from  London, 
who  come  by  the  daily  steam-packets  to  enjoy  the  benefit  of  sea-bathing,  for  which 
the  beach  to  the  southward  of  the  pier  affords  excellent  opportunity.  Powerful 
steam-packets  ply  every  day  between  London  and  Eamsgate,  and  the  passage  up 
or  down  is  usually  made  in  seven  hours.  Tliere  are  several  excellent  hotels  and 
many  convenient  lodging-houses  at  Eamsgate,  and  the  charges  generally  are  mode- 
rate.    At  the  close  of  the  year,  when  the  summer  visitants  have  all  retired  to  their 
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several  homes,  another  description  of  persons  make  their  appearance  at  Ramsgate 

the  Torbay  fishermen,  who  generally  establish  their  rendezvous  there  from 

December  to  June,  for  the  sake  of  fishing  in  the  North  Sea.  It  seems  probable 
that  Ramstrate,  as  a  port,  will  continue  to  increase  very  considerably  in  importance; 
and,  in  the  event  of  a  continental  war,  when  steam-vessels  are  likely  to  be  much 
employed,  its  ehgibility  as  a  place  for  the  embarkation  of  troops,  and  as  a  packet 
station,  will  doubtless  not  be  overlooked.  It  not  imfrequently  happens,  in  stormy 
weather,  that  the  Dover  packets  enter  Ramsgate  with  safety,  when  they  cannot 
approach  their  own  harbour. 

The  South-Eastern  Railway  Company  have  extended  their  line  to  Ramsgate, 
and  the  route,  though  rather  circuitous,  secures  a  large  share  of  patronage  from  that 
portion  of  the  pleasure-seeking  visitants  of  our  coasts  to  whom  the  stiff  breezes  and 
heavy  swell,  generally  found  off  the  North  Foreland,  are  the  reverse  of  gratifying. 
George  IV.,  on  his  departure  to  visit  his  Hanoverian  dominions  in  1821,  era- 
barked  at  Ramsgate ;  and  to  commemorate  the  event,  an  obelisk  was  erected  by 
subscription  of  the  inhabitants.  The  popularity  of  Ramsgate,  as  a  watering- 
place,  was  greatly  increased  by  the  partiality  evinced  for  it  by  her  present  Majesty, 
when  Princess  Victoria,  who,  with  her  august  mother,  the  Duchess  of  Kent, 
honoured  it  with  several  successive  visits. 

Camden,  in  his  Britannia,  gives  the  people  of  the  Isle  of  Thanet,  and  more 
particularly  the  inhabitants  of  Ramsgate,  Margate,  and  Broadstairs,  the  following 
character:  "  They  are,  as  it  were,  amphibious,  seeking  their  living  both  by  sea 
and  land,  and  turning  to  account  both  elements.  They  are  fishermen  and  plough- 
men, farmers  and  sailors ;  and  the  same  man  that  liolds  the  shafts  of  a  plough, 
turning  up  a  furrow  on  land,  can  also  take  the  helm  at  sea.  According  to  the 
season,  they  make  nets,  catch  cod,  herring,  mackerel,  and  other  fish ;  go  to  sea, 
and  export  their  own  commodities — and  those  very  men  also  dung  the  ground, 
plough,  sow,  harrow,  reap,  and  house  the  com."  The  inhabitants  of  Ramsgate, 
and  of  the  Isle  of  Thanet  generally,  no  longer  retain  this  amphibious  character ; 
the  "  division  of  labour,"  the  advantages  of  which  are  so  strikingly  pointed  out  by 
political  economists  in  the  manufacture  of  pins,  has  abridged  their  multifarious 
pursuits  ;  the  same  man  does  not  now  till  the  earth  and  plough  the  sea ;  and  few 
indeed  are  to  be  foimd  who  can  handle  an  oar  as  well  as  a  fl.ail :  the  consequence 
is,  that  we  have  better  boatmen  and  better  agriculturists. 
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ISLE   OF  THANET. 

"  True  to  the  dream  of  fancy,  Ocean  has 
His  darker  tints  ;  but  where 's  the  element 
That  chequers  not  its  usefulness  to  man 
With  casuad  terror ! ' 

Caupbell. 

This  delightful  watering-place,  nearly  equidistant  from  Margate  on  the  north, 
and  Eamsgate  on  the  south,  enjoys  its  full  share  of  popularity  ;  and,  judging  from 
many  recent  improvements,  offers  increasing  attractions  to  the  numerous  visitors 
who  make  Thanet's  "  sea-girt  shore "  their  summer  residence.  To  those  who 
prefer  tranquillity  and  retirement  to  scenes  of  bustle  and  holiday  festivity,  Broad- 
stairs  will  present  many  advantages  over  its  more  gay  and  animated  rivals ;  and  to 
the  studious  and  contemplative  nothing  can  be  more  congenial  than  the  society 
which  generally  meet  once  a  year  in  this  interesting  spot.  To  the  invalid  it  is 
favourable  from  the  same  causes,  offering  few  temptations  to  gaiety  or  indulgence, 
but  affording  every  facility  for  retired  and  intellectual  enjoyment.  The  sea-view 
is  magmficent ;  and  the  numerous  vessels  which  are  constantly  passing  and 
repassing  give  a  most  agreeable  animation  to  the  waters  in  front,  which  are  walled 
in  by  lofty  cHffs,  from  which  the  visitor  inhales  the  fresh  sea-breeze,  as  it  first 
strikes  the  land,  and  carries  its  invigorating  influence  through  his  frame. 

Broadstairs  has  long  been  the  periodical  residence  of  many  distinguished  lite- 
rary men,  most  of  whom  have  acknowledged  the  benefit  derived  from  its  bracing 
climate,  and  verified  their  opinion  by  repeated  trials.  If  pure  air  could  be  as 
readily  administered  as  certain  medicinal  compounds,  there  would  be  little  necessity 
for  so  often  deserting  the  courts  and  counting-houses  of  the  metropolis  in  search 
of  health  ;  but  so  long  as  this  "  draught "  cannot  be  made  up  according  to  nature's 
prescription,  it  is  cheering  to  know  that  on  the  coast  it  may  be  had  ready  prepared, 
and  without  "  mistake"  or     adulteration.' 

It  was  while  overlooking  a  scene  like  that  which  opens  upon  the  visitor  at 
Broadstairs,  and  while  sensibly  feeling  all  the  salubrious  influence  of  the  breezes^ 
that  seemed  to  welcome  and  caress  him  when  exchanging  the  pleasures  of  town 
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for  poetry  and  contemplation  on  the  coast,  thiit  the  Bard  of  Hope  broke  out  into 
these  nobie  and  impassioned  lines : — 

"  Hail  to  thy  face  and  odours,  glorious  Sea  ! 
'Twere  thanklessness  in  me  to  bless  thee  not, 
Great  beauteous  being  !  in  whose  breath  aua  smile 
My  heart  beats  calmer,  and  my  very  mind 
Inhales  salubrious  thoughts.     How  welccmer 
Thy  murmurs,  than  the  murmurs  of  the  world  ! 
Tho',  like  the  world,  thou  fluctuatest,  to  mo 
Thy  din  is  peace,  thy  restlessness  repose. 
Even  gladly  I  e.\change  yon  spring-green  lanes, 
With  all  the  darling  field-flowers  in  their  prime. 
And  gardens  haunted  by  the  nightingale's 
Long  trill,  and  gushing  extasies  of  song. 
For  these  wild  headlands  and  the  sea-mew's  clang ! " 

Broadstairs  appears,  in  addition  to  ita  attraction  as  bathing-quarters,  to  have 
formerly  enjoyed  a  considerable  share  of  trade  in  the  fisheries ;  but  this  source  of 
revenue  having  dried  up,  recourse  was  had  to  ship-building,  which  is  still  carried 
on  to  a  small  extent.  Its  chief  dependence,  however,  is  on  the  number  and 
respectability  of  its  visitors,  many  of  whom  retire  here  for  several  months  annually 
with  their  families,  and,  by  a  liberal  expenditure,  do  much  to  support  the  markets 
and  to  encourage  local  industry.  The  bathing-place  is  at  the  mouth  of  the  har- 
bour, under  the  cliff,  and  is  provided  with  every  accommodation  to  be  found  at 
the  larger  watering-jilaces.  There  are  two  or  more  excellent  hotels,  and  two 
extensive  public  libraries,  commanding  magnificent  views  of  the  sea  and  the  ship- 
ping— from  a  fishing-boat  to  a  seventy-four — passing  to  and  from  the  Downs,  at 
all  hours  of  the  day.  The  place  is  still  further  enlivened,  as  well  as  benefited,  by 
the  London  steamers,  which  here  land  or  embark  passengers  in  their  way  to  and 
from  town. 
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NEAR      BROADSTAIR8. 

"  OUm  Porta  fui  Patroni  BartholomEei, 
Nuuc  Regis  jussu  Regia  Porta  vocor, 
Hie  exscenderuut  Carolus  Secundus  Rex 
Et  Jacobus  Dux  Eboe.  30  Junii,  1683." 

So  named  in  consequence  of  its  tiaving  been  the  point  at  wliicli  King 
Charles  II.  and  his  brother,  the  Duke  of  York,  disembarked  on  their  way  from 
London  to  Dover,  as  recorded  in  the  preceding  inscription.  It  consists  of  a  narrow 
sloping  pasage,  cut  through  the  chalk  chfF,  and  communicatina  with  the  beach  for 
the  convenience  of  tiie  fishery  formerly  carried  on  in  this  neighbourhood.  It 
was  originally  known  as  "  St.  Bartholomew's  Gate.''  from  the  circumstance  of  its 
having  been  completed,  according  to  tradition,  on  the  festival  of  that  Saint,  and 
therefore  placed  under  hallowed  auspices.  The  eastern  side  of  this  portal,  opposite 
the  sea,  bears,  in  Saxon  characters,  ©oil  blcSS  33artl)'lcin'S  CiiatC.  It  is  about  a 
mile  from  Broadstairs,  and  in  the  midst  of  scenery  which  Henry  Lord  Holland 
did  much  to  embellish  by  great  liberality  and  a  correct  taste  in  architecture.  His 
n-,arine  residence  here  was  built  after  the  model  of  Cicero's  villa  on  the  shore  of 
Baiae,  near  Naples ;  but  being  subsequently  purchased  by  some  monied  speculator, 
who  had  most  likely  never  heard  of  Cicero,  it  was  despoiled  of  its  rich  Italian 
marbles,  curtailed  and  barbarised  in  its  proportions,  and  metamorphosed  into  three 
insignificant  dwellings.  Around  it  were  several  fantastic  buildings,  intended  to 
represent  various  Gothic  ruins ;  tl\e  most  considerable  of  which  was  the  convent, 
containing  the  remains  of  a  chapel  and  five  cells,  which  once  aflTorded  an  asylum  to 
poor  families.  Nearer  the  cliff  is  a  rude  Gothic  structure,  erected  on  the  larger  of 
the  two  tumuli,  called  Hackendown  Banks,  which,  according  to  tradition,  marks 
the  spot  where  a  sanguinary  ci  inflict  took  place  between  the  Saxons  and  tlie 
Danes,  in  which  the  latter  were  defeated.  On  opening  these  barrows,  graves  were 
found  excavated  in  the  solid  chalk,  of  an  oblong  oval  form,  about  three  feet  long, 
and  covered  with  fiat  stones.  In  one  of  them  were  discovered  three  urns  of  course, 
black,  ill-burnt  earth,  which,  on  being  exposed  to  the  air,  crumbled  to  pieces. 
Oa  a  tablet  erected  by  Lord  Holland  is  a  Latin  inscription,  to  the  memory  of  tlifr 
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Dane?  and  Saxons,  who  here  fought  a  sanguinary  battle  for  the  possession  of 
JJritain  ;  the  natives  having  before  been  perfidiously  and  cruelly  expelled.  The 
village  of  St.  Peter,  situated  on  a  conspicuously  wooded  eminence,  is  much 
Irequented  by  pleasure  parties  from  the  three  bathing-places  adjacent.  The 
church  is  a  fine,  venerable  structure,  the  steeple  of  which,  of  great  strength  and 
solidity,  is  remarkable  for  a  rent  from  top  to  bottom,  occasioned,  it  is  said,  by  the 
shock  of  an  earthquake,  which  was  severely  felt  along  this  coast  in  1580. 

Tiic  North  Foreland,  the  most  eastern  point  of  England,  and  supposed  to  be 
the  "  Cantium  "  of  Ptolemy,  forms  a  bold  projection  on  the  line  of  cliffs  between 
I^roadstairs  and  Kingsgate.  On  this  promontory  stands  the  North  Foreland 
Lighthouse,  which  has  proved  an  incalculable  safeguard  to  the  navigation  of  the 
Downs,  which,  independently  of  the  near  vicinity  of  the  Goodwin  Sands,  is 
attended  with  great  risk  in  dark  and  stormy  weather.  The  lights  consist  of  patent 
lamps,  with  large  magnifying  lenses  twenty  inches  in  diameter,  which  are  lighted 
at  sunset,  and  kept  burning  till  after  daybreak.  From  the  top  the  view  of  the 
straits  and  French  coast  is  most  extensive,  and  on  this  account  it  is  much  resorted 
to  by  strangers.  The  date  of  its  erection  is  that  of  the  landing  of  King  Charles 
at  Kingsgate,  already  noticed. 

The  Goodwin  Sands,  which  here  protect  the  Downs  from  the  swell  of  the 
Northern  Ocean,  are  about  seven  miles  from  the  coast,  ten  miles  long,  and  two  or 
more  in  breadth.  They  consist  of  a  more  soft,  fluid,  porous,  spongy,  but  withal 
tenacious  substance,  than  the  neighbouring  sands,  and  are  consequently  of  such  a 
quality,  that  when  a  ship  strikes  upon  them  there  is  but  very  little  chance  of  her 
getting  off:  the  nature  of  the  sand  being  to  swallow  its  prey  in  a  few  hours, 
while  the  surf,  which  breaks  over  them,  frustrates  all  attempts  to  approach  the 
ill-fated  vessel.  "When  the  tide,  however,  has  ebbed  sufficiently,  these  sands 
become  so  hard  and  firm  that  cricket-matches  have  been  played  upon  them.  But 
woe  to  him  who  does  not  quit  so  treacherous  a  field  at  the  proper  moment ;  for 
on  the  return  of  the  tide  they  are  instantly  converted  into  quicksands,  that  float 
to  and  fro  with  the  waves. 
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SCENE    NEAR   MARGATE. 

TWO    VESSELS   ASHOliE. 

At  night,  beneath  a  cloudless  moon, 

Yon  gallant  vessel  plough'd  her  way  ; 
But  storms  arose  :— next  day  at  noon, 

A  stranded  wreck  that  vessel  lay ! 
So  man,  beneath  a  Haltering  sun, 

Puts  forth  in  pride  his  slender  sail ; 
But  while  he  dreams  of  treasure  won, 

His  bark  is  shatter'd  in  the  i;ale. — W.B. 

Along  the  west  side  of  the  Isle  of  Thanet  the  sea  has  made  very  considerable 
encroachments;  many  of  the  ancient  landmarks  have  been  washed  away,  and 
naturally  exposed  to  the  fury  of  the  north  and  east  winds,  great  portions  of  the 
cliffs  have  gradually  disappeared  in  the  sea.  The  same  causes  continuing  in  active 
operation,  the  effects  are  annually  perceptible  upon  the  boundary  line,  which 
defends  this  coast  from  the  Northern  Ocean.  But  the  damage  sustained  in  the 
east  is  amply  compensated  for  in  the  west  of  England,  where  a  territory  fit  for  the 
accommodation  of  20,000  or  30,000  inhabitants  might  be  gained  from  the  tide- 
mark  at  little  comparative  outlay.  We  allude  to  the  projected  improvements  on 
the  Lancashire  coast,  particularly  Morecambe  Bay,  and  the  estuary  of  the  river 
Duddon. 

Margate  had  originally  a  natural  inlet  of  the  sea;  and  in  the  reign  of  Edward  I. 
Gore-end  church,  in  consequence  of  the  sea's  encroachment,  was  removed  inland. 
"Margate,"  says  Leland,  "  lyeth  In  St.  .Tolm's  j)aroche  in  Thanet,  a  v.  mile  fro 
Reculver;  and  there  Is  a  village  and  a  peere  for  shyppes,  but  sore  decayed." 
Owing  to  Its  natural  position,  Margate  has  never  been  able  to  establish  a  foreign 
trade.  In  1787,  the  old  wooden  pier  having  become  ruinous,  it  was  cased  with 
stone,  and  extended  furtlier  into  the  sea  ;  but  a  tremendous  gale  having  soon  after 
come  on,  the  works  were  demolished ;  and  a  fresh  act  of  parhament  beinc  obtained 
for  that  purpose,  a  fine,  strong,  and  convenient  mole  was  erected  on  a  new  plan. 
where  a  public  promenade,  with  an  extensive  prospect,  affords  a  beautiful  source 
of  recreation  to  the  visitors,  while  at  the  same  time  it  shuts  out  from  observation 
the  hurry  and  bustle  of  the  harbour. 
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In  1748,  a  tremendous  storm  I'roiii  the  southward  drove  a  number  of  vessels 
from  their  anchorage  in  the  Downs,  many  of  which  were  wrecked  under  these 
cliffs.     The  vast  sacrifice  of  life  and  property  thus  occasioned  induced  the  shipping 
and  mercantile  interests  to  think  of  increasing  the  capacity  of  Ramsgate  harbour, 
an  account  <^*"  which  appears  in  this  work.     AVinds   from    the  south-east   and 
south-west  are  tliofc  by  which  the  safety  of  the  shipping  in  the  Downs  is  mo?t 
endangered.     Vessels  breaking  adrift  in  the  latter  at  night,  with  strong  south-west 
and  southerly  gales,  says  an  experienced  naval  officer,  should  run  into  the  North 
Sea,  through  the  Gulf  Stream;  if  in  distress,  and  the  attempt  uncertain,  the  only 
alternative  is  to  run  for  Eamsgate  harbour  or  on  the  Sandwich  flats.     Along  this 
coast  nine  lug-boats,  called  hovellers,  are  employed  for  the  relief  of  vessels  in 
distress.     They  vary  from  twenty  to  twenty-seven  tons  burthen  each,  draw  five 
feet  water,  and  are  usually  manned  with  a  crew  of  ten  men,  who  are  always  on 
tlie  out-look  for  vessels  requiring  their  assistance.     By  their  proverbial  courage 
nnd  exertions,  many  lives  are  annually  saved  from  vessels  wrecked  on  the  neigli- 
bouring  coast  and  shoals,  and  much  valuable  property  restored  to  its  owners. 
When  it  becomes  a  salvage  case,  they  lay  their  claims  before  one  of  the  commission 
courts,  appointed  by  the  Lord  Warden,  who  make  an  award  agreeable  to  the  service 
performed.     Several  of  these  boats  are  stationed  at  Margate,  Eamsgate,  Deal, 
and  Dover;  but  those  of  the  latter  only  have  the  privilege  to  enter  continental 
ports,  by  license  from  the  Custom-house.     In  the  most  severe  and  boisterous 
weather  several  of  these  boats  crui.'^e  in  the  Narrows  of  the  Channel,  and  are  fre- 
quently the  means  of  rendering,  under  desperate  circumstances,  important  servic*- 
to  the  shipping  interest. 
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CHATHAM  DOCK-YARD. 


The  view  of  the  Dock-yard  at  Chatham  is  taken  from  the  opposite  side  of  the 
Medway,  a  little  above  Upnor  Castle,  which  was  built  by  Queen  Elizabeth  to 
defend  the  passage  of  the  river.  To  the  left  is  seen  a  sheer  hulk,  so  called  from 
lier  "  sheers  "—two  strong  pieces  of  timber  of  great  height,  inclining  towards  each 
other  and  joined  together  at  the  top— which  are  used  for  the  purpose  of  raising  and 
placing  in  their  proper  situations  the  lower  masts  of  ships  of  war.  Further  to  the 
right  are  perceived  the  large  roofs  of  the  building-slips  and  dry-docks  ;  nearly 
abreast  of  which  are  two  ships  of  war  laid  up  in  ordinary.  A-head  of  those  vessels 
are  two  others  of  the  same  class ;  and  further  up  the  river,  directly  in  front,  a  view 
is  obtained  of  part  of  the  town  of  Chatham. 

The  Dock-yard  of  Chatham  lies  at  a  short  distance  to  the  northward  of  tlie 
town  of  that  name,  and  on  the  right  bank  of  the  river  iledway.  The  first  dock- 
yard at  Chatham  for  the  service  of  the  navy  was  estabhshed  by  Queen  Elizabeth. 
It  was  situated  higher  up  the  river  than  the  present  yard,  on  a  narrow  slip  of  land, 
and  had  only  one  dock.  In  1622  a  new  dock-yard  was  formed  by  James  L,  and 
the  site  of  the  old  one,  which  was  too  circumscribed  for  the  service  of  the  increas- 
ing navy,  was  assigned  to  the  Board  of  Ordnance.  In  the  reign  of  Charles  I., 
additional  dry-docks  and  building-slips  were  formed  and  several  store-houses  erected. 

Chatham  dock-yard  is  enclosed  on  the  land  side  by  a  high  wall,  and  the 
principal  entrance  is  through  a  lofty  gateway  to  the  south-west,  above  which  arc 
the  royal  arms,  and  on  each  side  an  embattled  tower.  Strangers  wishing  to  see 
the  yard  are  furnished  with  a  ticket  by  the  superintendent  of  the  dock-police  on 
entering  their  names  in  a  book  kept  at  a  lodge  within  the  gate.  There  are  four 
docks  Tnd  seven  building-slips  at  Chatham,  most  of  which  are  covered  with 
immense  roofs.  To  the  south-westward  of  the  docks  there  is  a  long  range  of  store- 
houses facing  the  river,  and  having  in  front  a  spacious  quay,  part  of  which  is 
occupied  as  In  anchor  wharf  Behind  this  line  of  buildings,  which  is  upwards  of 
a  thousand  feet  in  length,  is  the  ropery,  where  cables  and  all  other  kinds  of  ropes 
are  manufactured  for\he  use  of  ships  of  war.  Beyond  the  docks  to  the  north- 
ward, are  the  mast-ponds  and  sheds  for  storing  timber,  on  the  right;  and  on  the 
left  is  the  boat-house.     At  the  smith's  shop  anchors  and  other  articles  of  iron  work 
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are  made  for  the  use  of  the  navy  ;  and  towards  the  nortli-eastcrn  extremity  of  the 
yard  is  a  saw-mill,  erected  by  Mr.  Brunei,  the  inventor  of  the  block-machinery 
at  Portsmouth.  The  mill  is  situated  on  an  eminence,  and  the  timber  intended  to 
be  cut  is  floated  through  a  tunnel  from  the  Medway  into  an  elliptic  basin,  from 
which  it  is  raised  by  macliinery  to  the  level  of  the  mill.  The  saws  are  put  in 
motion  by  a  steam-engine;  and  the  timber,  after  having  been  cut,  is  conveyed 
away  by  trucks  running  on  railways  to  different  parts  of  the  yard.  When 
M.  Charles  Dupin,  the  celebrated  French  author  of  several  works  on  the  dock- 
yards, roads,  bridges,  and  harbours  of  Great  Britain,  visited  Chatham  in  1817,  he 
objected  to  this  saw-mill  being  erected  on  an  eminence ;  but  he  seems  to  have 
overlooked  the  consequent  advantage  of  the  timber  being  thence  conveyed  by  a 
gentle  slope,  with  very  little  labour,  to  the  different  docks  and  slips,  without 
interfering  with  any  of  the  other  works.*  The  commissioner  has  a  handsome 
residence  within  the  walls  of  the  yard,  and  there  are  also  many  excellent  houses, 
which  are  occupied  by  the  officers  and  principal  artificers.  A  neat  chapel,  ot 
brick,  for  the  convenience  of  the  officers  and  workmen,  was  erected  within  the 
yard  in  1811.  At  one  period  during  the  late  war,  the  number  of  men  employed 
was  3000. 

The  Ordnance  Wharf  is  situated  to  the  south-westward  of  the  dock-yard  on  the 
site  of  the  old  yard  established  by  Queen  Ehzabeth,  and  it  is  still  frequently  called 
the  Old  Dock.  The  guns  are  placed  in  rows,  and  have  painted  on  them  the  name 
of  the  ship  to  which  they  belong,  and  their  weight  of  metal ;  the  carriages  are 
also  placed  separately,  but  under  sheds.  Large  piles  of  shot  are  seen  in  various 
parts  of  the  wharf  ;  and  there  is  also  within  its  boundary  an  armoury,  where 
various  kinds  of  weapons — chiefly  muskets,  pistols,  pikes,  and  cutlasses — are 
arranged  in  admirable  order. 

A  fund — commonly  called  the  Chest  of  Chatham — for  the  relief  of  disabled 
seamen,  was  established  there  by  Queen  Elizabeth  on  the  recommendation  of  Sir 
Francis  Drake  and  Sir  John  Hawkins,  in  1588 — the  seamen  of  the  royal  navy, 
after  the  defeat  of  the  Spanish  Armada,  having  agreed  to  give  up  a  portion  of 
tlieir  pay  for  the  relief  of  their  wounded  and  disabled  brethren.  The  Koyal 
Marine  Hospital  of  Chatham  is  one  of  the  finest  establishments  of  the  kind  in 
Great  Britain,  and  from  the  elegance  of  its  plan,  the  extent  of  its  buildings,  and 
its  commanding  position,  forms  a  truly  noble  feature  in  the  landscape. 

Quarterly  Reriew — Dupin,  On  the  MariM  Establishments  of  France  and  England. — No.  xuii.  p.  41. 
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GRAVESEND, 

PROM     THE     THAMES. 

The  great  facilities  of  communication  with  the  metropolis,  the  salubrity  of  the 
air,  the  beauty  of  the  surrounding  scenery,  and  the  public  amusements  by  which  it 
is  enhvened,  have  all  contributed  to  render  Gravesend  the  most  frequented  town  on 
the  river  Thames.  The  thousands  of  visitors  who  here  keep  holiday  during  six  or 
eight  months  of  the  year,  have  insured  resources  to  the  inhabitants  more  to  be  de- 
pended on  than  the  fluctuations  of  trade.  New  houses,  new  streets,  hotels,  reading- 
rooms,  public  baths,  and  pleasure -gardens,  have  all  appeared  in  succession  since  the 
introduction  of  steam  on  the  river,  and  now  present  attractions  rarely  to  be  met  with 
in  any  inland  or  maritime  town  of  like  size.  The  harbour,  generally  enlivened  by 
East  and  West  Indiamen  at  anchor  ;  the  incessant  passing  and  repassing  of  steamers 
to  every  part  of  the  coast  and  kingdom  ;  with  private  yachts  and  pleasure-boats 
skimming  past,  or  lying  off  the  piers,  with  their  holiday  freight  of  joyous  citizens, 
give  a  never  failing  interest  and  spirit  to  the  whole  picture  ;  and  present,  in  a  short 
sojourn  at  Gravesend,  more  animation  and  variety  than  is  to  be  met  with  at  any 
other  part  of  the  river.  The  rides  and  drives  inland  are  highly  varied  and 
picturesque.  Gobham  Hall — the  ancient  seat  of  Lord  Damley — and  its  magnifi- 
cent park-scenery,  with  the  village  and  ancient  church  adjoining,  are  objects  that 
well  repay  a  summer-day's  excursion.  Springhead,  famous  for  the  water-cresse? 
which  it  suppUes  to  the  London  markets,  is  one  of  the  most  rural  and  picturesque 
retreats  in  Kent ;  while  Gad's-hill,  to  which  Shakspeare  has  given  immortahty,  as 
the  scene  of  the  robbery  of  the  Sandwich  merchants,  said  to  have  been  perpetrated 
by  Henry  the  Fifth — when  Prince  Hal — and  his  dissolute  companions,  is  within 
an  easy  walk.  Windmill-hill,  the  highest  object  in  the  background  of  the  picture, 
is  proverbially  famed  as  commanding  one  of  the  finest  panoramic  views  in  the  countj-. 

The  batliing-establishments  are  on  a  large  scale,  admirably  constructed,  and 
managed  with  great  punctuaHty  and  attention.  Adjoining  the  Clifton  Baths  is  a 
dehghtful  pleasure-ground,  agreeably  varied  with  walks  and  seats,  and  ornamented 
with  trees,  shrubs,  and  flowers.  From  this  eminence,  which  overhangs  the  Thames, 
a  charming  prospect  is  open  at  all  times  to  the  groupes  of  visitors  by  whom 
it  is  frequented. 

The  gardens,  now  known  as  the  Rosherville-gardens,  have  been  opened  of  late 
years  for  dancing,  music,  and  fireworks  during  the  season,  and  have  become  the 
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chosen  resort  of  numerous  societies  and  schools,  who  here  celebrate  their  anni- 
versaries. A  large  dining-hall  and  other  necessary  adjuncts  have  been  erected  for 
their  accommodation,  including  a  handsome  pier,  at  which  most  of  the  steam-boats 
call,  on  their  passages  to  and  from  the  other  piers. 

The  Town-pier — having  superseded  the  old  and  unpleasant  process  of  beating 
— is  a  structure  of  vast  convenience  as  a  landing  place,  and  is  besides  of  excellent 
design  and  execution.  It  consists  of  insulated  columns,  or  piles  of  cast-iron,  sup- 
porting a  floor  or  stage,  and  extends  into  the  river  about  fifty  feet  beyond  low-water- 
mark. In  summer  this  sti»ge  is  covered  with  an  awning,  under  which  visitors  can 
promenade,  sheltered  from  sun  or  shower,  and  enjoy  the  entertainment  furnished  by 
an  excellent  band  of  music,  which  takes  its  daily  station  on  the  Pier.  Below  the 
Town-pier  is  another  pier,  or  jetty,  extending  nearly  a  hundred  feet  into  the 
water,  called  the  Terrace-pier — so  called  from  having  attached  to  it  an  extensive 
terrace  or  promenade,  and  a  beautifully  arranged  lawn  or  shrubbery,  for  the  use  of 
those  who  frequent  tlie  pier. 

During  the  last  ten  years,  Gravesend  has  several  times  suffered  very  severely 
from  fires,  causing  great  destruction  in  the  more  closely-built  portions  of  the  town; 
these  calamitous  visitations,  though  deplorable  in  their  immediate  consequences,  have 
not  been  without  their  beneficial  results,  by  affording  an  opportunity  for  widening 
and  improving  the  thoroughfares  in  their  vicinity,  and  of  which  due  advantage  has 
been  wisely  taken. 

For  many  years,  the  steam-boat  companies  raonopolized  tlic  traffic  from  London 
to  Gravesend,  their  superior  vessels,  rapid  speed,  and  moderate  fare,  set  every  other 
species  of  conveyance  at  defiance;  but  they  have  been  compelled  to  admit  a  formid- 
able rival  to  their  trade,  in  the  aU-absorblng  railway,  which  now  surpasses  them  in 
quickness,  and  places  itself  upon  an  equality  in  respect  to  price  and  accommodation. 
The  North-Kent  line  passing  through  Woolwich  and  Erith,  has  penetrated  into  the 
heart  of  Gravesend,  and  by  filhng  up  the  Thames  and  Medway  canal,  made  an  iron 
road  to  the  ancient  city  of  Rochester.  But,  although  the  skill  of  tlie  engineer  and 
wealth  of  the  capitalist  has  thus  succeeded  in  bringing  this  fashionable  watering-place 
and  the  old  cathedral  town  into  closer  connection  with  our  giant  metropolis,  they 
have  not  been  able  to  overcome  those  natural  obstacles  to  the  rapid  progress  of 
the  locomotive  engine — hills  and  valleys,  without  having  recourse  to  that  most 
disagreeable  of  all  roads,  the  subterranean — and  the  difference  between  rushing 
through  their  sombre  excavations,  amid  the  clatter  of  the  machinery  and  the 
hissing  of  the  Hberated  steam,  and  calmly  gliding  on  the  quiet  surface  of  the 
beautiful  Thames,  must,  we  tliink,be  such  as  to  render  the  journey  by  the  river  at 
all  times  the  most  popular  with  those  who  travel  for  pleasure. 


LONDON, 

TKOM  GKEENWICH   PAEK. 

How  glorious  is  the  scene  that  here  expands, 
Where,  'mid  her  lofty  towers,  Augusta  stands. 
Drawing,  in  tribute  to  her  daring  helm. 
And  houndless  trade,  the  wealth  of  every  realm  ; 
And  stretching  forth  her  haod  o'er  land  and  main, 
To  check  the  proud,  and  break  the  captive's  chain  1 

It  may  be  safely  affirmed  that  they  who  have  witnessed  the  view  of  London, 
from  Greenwich  Park,  have  beheld  a  scene  which  neither  time  nor  circumstances 
can  ever  obliterate,  and  to  which  it  may  be  doubted  if  Europe  itself  could  fuinieh 
a  rival.      It  is  a  point  to  which  foreigners  and  strangers  uniformly  advert,  in  ex- 
pressing their  admiration  of  the  British  capital  and  its  environs;  and  to  which, 
during°he  fine  season,  multitudes  resort  for  the  sake  of  the  delicious  park-scenery 
and  the  magnificent  prospects  which  it  commands.     From  the  base  of  the  National 
Observatory  to  the  cupola  of  St.  Paul's,  the  objects  which  it  embraces  are  of  the  most 
variegated  and  imposing  character.     In  the  fore  ground  is  the  palace  of  the  former 
"  Kings  and  Queens  of  England,"— now  the  noblest  Hospital  in  the  worid— with 
all  its  stately  appendages.     In  the  centre  of  the  picture  is  the  Thames— the  great 
"liighway"  by  which  the  fleets  of  commerce  are  continually  pouring  the  treasures 
of  the  world  into  the  heart  of  the  metropoHs.      In  the  back  ground— here  in  bold 
relief,  and  there  dimly  shadowed  in  the  horizon— are  seen  the  towers  and  temples 
of  London,  with  the  majestic  dome  of  St.  Paul's  presiding  over  the  whole  in 
glorious  pre-eminence.     Turning  to  the  east,  the  scene  presents  new  objects  of 
interest  and  admiration.     The  shipping  off  Blackwall-the  Docks— the  vast  traffic 
by  which  the  river  is  continually  agitated— the  steamers  passing  and  repassing,  their 
decks  crowded  with  company,  and  the  bands  of  music  occasionally  striking  up,  as 
they  pass  the  Royal  Hospital,  the  national  air  of  "  Rule  Britannia,"- aU  produce  an 
effect  upon  the  spectators,  which ,  in  point  of  animation,  cannot  be  surpassed.    What 
gives  peculiar  interest  to  the  picture,  is  the  appearance  of  the  "ancient  mariners  "  who 
^c  continually  in  sight— pensioners  who  have  given  their  legs  and  arms  au  pledges 
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to  British  independence,  and  now  pass  the  evening  of  their  days  in  every  comfort 
to  which  a  weather-beaten  seaman  can  aspire — 

Heroes,  every  one, 
Ye  might  as  soon  have  made  the  steeple  run  ; 
And  then  his  messmates,  if  you're  pleased  to  stay, 
He'll  one  by  one  the  gallant  souls  display. 

This  magnificent  Hospital  presents  an  imposing  range  of  buildings  in  the 
Grecian  style  of  architecture,  extending  several  hundred  feet  along  the  right  bank 
of  the  Thames,  and  divided  into  two  wings  by  a  noble  lawn,  with  a  descent  to  the 
water's  edge  by  a  handsome  flight  of  steps.  The  wings  recede  a  considerable  space 
from  the  river  and  are  crowned  in  the  distance  by  two  lofty  domes,  behind  which 
rise  the  acclivities  of  the  royal  park,  covered  with  trees  of  centuries,  and  undulating 
with  variegated  masses  of  verdure.  Through  the  midst  of  tliese,  and  occupying  the 
site  of  the  original  fortress  of  Greenwich,  rises  that  celebrated  Observatory  which 
has  so  frequently  engaged  the  attention  of  scientific  Europe ;  and  with  which  the 
names  of  Flamsteed,  Halley,  Bradley,  Bliss,  Maskelyn,  Pond,  and  Airey,  are  so 
emphatically  connected. 

To  the  history  of  Greenwich  Hospital  we  can  only  very  briefly  advert.  After 
the  rebelHon  in  1715,  the  forfeited  estates  of  the  Earl  of  Dcrwentwater,  amounting 
at  that  time  to  six  thousand  pounds  per  annum,  were  voted  by  parliament  to  this 
hospital ;  and  with  the  numerous  benefactions  since  bestowed  by  private  individuals, 
it  is  now  enabled  to  provide  for  nearly  three  thousand  inmates.  Every  Pensioner 
receives  a  Uberal  allowance  of  provisions  and  clothes,  witli  a  shilling  a  week  for 
pocket-money.  The  nurses — widows  of  seamen,  and  of  whom  there  were  lately 
a  hundred  and  five — in  addition  to  provisions,  have  each  an  annual  allowance  of  from 
eighteen  to  twenty  pounds.  A  library  is  provided  for  the  exclusive  use  of  the  Pen- 
sioners. The  oflice  of  governor  of  Greenwich  Hospital  is  generally  conferred  on 
veterans  of  the  highest  rank  and  standing  in  tlie  service, — such  as  Hood,  Keats  and 
Hardy,  the  friend  and  companion  of  Nelson. 
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The  Port  op  London  commences  at  London  Bridge.  The  forest  of  mast; 
which  rises  in  direct  view— thickening  in  perspective  till  it  is  lost  in  the  distance 
— announces  the  vast  extent  of  that  Commerce  which  stretches  its  arms  to  the 
"  uttermost  parts  of  the  globe."  The  Pool,  as  this  part  of  the  river  is  called, 
extends  from  London  Bridge  to  Deptford,— a  distance  of  nearly  four  miles,  with  an 
average  breadth  of  from  four  to  five  hundred  yards.  It  consists  of  four  divisions, 
called  the  Upper,  Middle,  and  Lower  Pools,  and  that  occupying  the  space  between 
Limehouse  and  Deptford.  The  Upper  Pool  extends  from  London  Bridge  to 
Union  Hole— a  space  of  about  sixteen  hundred  yards ;  from  this  to  Wapping 
New  Stairs  forms  the  Middle  Pool— about  seven  hundred  yards.  The  Lower 
Pool  extends  from  the  latter  point  to  Horsefeiry  Pier,  Limehouse  —  about 
eighteen  hundred  yards.  The  fourth  Pool  occupies  the  space  between  Lime- 
house and  Deptford— about  two  thousand  seven  hundred  yards. 

The  CusTOM-HouSE,  which  is  a  prominent  featu're  in  this  View,  was  first 
erected  in  1559— very  shortly  after  the  accession  of  Queen  Ehzabeth ;  but,  having 
shared  the  fate  of  the  other  public  buildings  in  the  great  fire  of  London,  it  was  re- 
built, two  years  after  by  Charles  the  Second.  By  a  similar  calamity,  however,  this 
was  also  burnt  to  the  ground  in  1718,  and  a  third  erected,  which— strange  to  say- 
was  also  consumed  in  1814.  The  fourth,  which  is  the  present  magnificent  structure, 
was  opened  for  business  in  May,  1817.  It  was  erected  from  the  designs  of  David 
Laing,  Esq. ;  but,  in  consequence  of  certain  defects,  which  threatened  destruction 
to  a  considerable  portion  of  the  building,  the  Long  Room,  as  it  is  called,  was 
shored  up,  the  front  next  to  the  river  taken  down,  and  the  present  front  as  shown 
in  the  Engraving,  was  substituted  by  Mr.  Smirke.  The  whole  is  erected  on  an 
extensive  and  magnificent  scale. 

The  London  and  St.  Katheeine's  Docks  are  seen  a  little  to  the  right,  and 
afford  accommodation  to  a  vast  number  of  shipping.  The  London  Dock  covers 
twenty  acres :  fourteen  tobacco-warehouses  cover  an  acre  each  ;  the  cellars  occupy 
three  acres,  and  can  accommodate  twenty-two  thousand  pipes  of  wine.  The  St. 
Katherine's  Dock  covers  the  extensive  area  of  ground  which  a  few  years  ago  was 
occupied  by  the  parish  of  St.  Katherine  ;  the  whole  of  which,  comprising  above 
twelve  hundred  houses,  was  bought  and  pulled  down,  at  an  outlay  of  two  millions 
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iterliiio;,  for  the  construction  of  these  magnificent  basins  and  warehouses,  with  which 
nothing  that  mercantile  enterprise  has  hitherto  effected  can  bear  a  comparison.  The 
old  parish  church  of  St.  Katherine  was  built  on  the  site  of  an  ancient  monastery 
founded  in  the  twelfth  century  by  Matilda  of  Boulogne.  A  rich  hospital  and  various 
benefactions  have  belonged  to  this  parish  ever  since  its  original  endowment ;  for  the 
peroetuation  of  which  a  handsome  church  and  several  dwelling  houses  were  erected 
near  Gloucester  Gate,  Regent's  Park,  the  emoluments  connected  with  which  were 
bestowed  by  the  late  Queen  Adelaide,  in  whose  gift  they  were,  upon  persons 
belonging  to  the  royal  household,  or  otherwise  recommended  to  her  Majesty. 

In  front  of  these  docks  is  a  spacious  steam-packet  wharf;  and  from  this  point  to 
Rotherhitl.e  the  river — here  called  the  Middle  Pool — is  generally  so  crowded  with 
shipping  at  anchor,  or  rapidly  passing  up  and  down,  that  it  requires  both  skill  and 
caution  on  the  part  of  the  helmsman  to  avoid  colHsion.  It  is  here  that  strangers 
can  form  an  exact  idea  of  the  vast  traffic  by  which  the  Thames  is  continually 
animated,  and  to  which  there  is  no  parallel  in  the  cities  of  commercial  Europe. 

Notwithstanding  the  obvious  utility  of  wet-docks,  and  the  vast  trade  of  the 
British  Metropolis,  there  was  no  establishment  of  this  sort  on  the  Thames  till 
nearly  a  century  after  a  wet-dock  had  been  constructed  at  Liverpool.  The  in- 
convenience arising  from  tlic  crowded  state  of  the  river  at  those  periods  when 
tlie  fleets  of  merchantmen  were  accustomed  to  arrive,  the  very  insufficient 
accommodation  afforded  by  the  legal  quays  and  sufferance-wharfs;  the  necessity 
under  which  many  ships  were  placed  of  imloading  in  the  river  by  means  of 
lighters,  and  the  insecurity  and  loss  of  property  thence  arising,  had  been  felt  and 
complained  of  as  an  intolerable  grievance.  But  so  powerful  was  the  opposition  to 
any  change,  made  by  the  private  wharfingers  and  others  interested  in  the  support 
of  the  existing  order  of  things,  that  it  was  not  till  1793  that  a  plan  was  projected 
for  making  wet-docks  for  the  Port  of  I^ondon,  j^et  the  activity  and  enterprise  of 
the  merchants  and  shipowners  of  the  metropohs  have,  since  that  date,  amply  com- 
pensated for  their  lost  time,  and  the  docks  of  London  are  now  models  of  superiority 
in  that  pecuUar  department  of  civil  engineering. 

Though  not  included  in  the  engraving,  the  recent  improvements  which  have 
been  effected  in  its  vicinity  by  the  public  spirit  of  the  Corporation  of  London, 
demand  a  passing  tribute  of  admiration.  The  New  Coal  Exchange  is  an 
edifice  worthy  of  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  designed — the  mart  for  the  sale  of 
one  of  Great  Britain's  most  valuable  products ;  and  Billingsgate  is  now  a  market 
ittir.g  for  a  city  containing  two  millions  of  inhabitants. 


THE  TOWER  OF  LONDON. 

TuiS  celebrated  fortress  is  situated  on  the  east  side  of  the  City,  a  short  distance 
from  London-bridge,  near  the  banks  of  the  river  Thames.  It  at  first  consisted 
of  no  more  than  what  is  at  present  called  the  White  Tower,  traditionally  reported, 
without  any  authority,  to  have  been  built  by  Julius  Cassar,  though  there  is  the 
stroni-est  evidence  of  its  being  marked  out  and  apart  of  it  first  erected  by  William 
the  Conqueror,  in  the  year  1076,  doubtless  with  a  view  to  secure  to  himself  and 
followers  a  safe  retreat,  in  case  the  English  sbould  ever  have  recourse  to  arms  to 
recover  their  ancient  possessions  and  lost  liberties. 

The  death  of  the  Conqueror,  however,  in  1087,  about  eight  years  after  he  had 
commenced  this  fortress,  for  some  time  prevented  its  progress,  and  left  it  to  be 
completed  by  his  son  William  Eufus,  who,  in  1098,  surrounded  it  with  walls  and 
a  broad  and  deep  ditch,  which  is  in  some  places  about  one  hundred  aid  twenty 
feet  wide,  into  which  water  from  tlie  river  Thames  was  introduced.  Henry  IIL, 
in  1240,  ordered  a  stone  gate,  bulwark,  and  other  additions  to  be  made  to  this 
fortress,  and  the  ancient  tower  to  be  whitened,  from  whence  it  was  called  the 
White  Tower.  In  1465,  Edward  IV.  greatly  enlarged  the  fortifications,  and 
built  the  Lion's  Tower,  for  the  reception  of  foreign  beasts,  birds,  &c.,  presented 
to  the  kings  of  England ;  the  zoological  collection  have,  however,  long  since 
been  transferred  to  more  eligible  quarters  in  the  Regent's-park.  By  the  command 
of  Charles  II.,  in  1663,  the  ditch  was  completely  cleansed,  the  esplanade  rebuilt 
with  brick  and  stone,  and  sluices  were  erected  for  admitting  and  retaining  water 
from  the  Thames,  as  occasion  might  require. 

The  Tower  is  in  the  best  situation  that  could  have  been  chosen  for  a  fortress, 
lying  near  enough  to  protect  the  metropolis  and  the  seat  of  commerce  from 
iavasion  Ijy  water.  It  is  parted  from  the  river  Thames  by  a  commodious  wharf 
and  narrow  ditch,  over  which  is  a  drawbridge.  Upon  this  wharf  is  a  noble  plat- 
fonn,  on  which  are  placed  sixty-one  pieces  of  cannon,  nine-pounders,  mounted  on 
handsome  iron  carriages,  which  were  fired  on  state  holidays,  but  small  pieces  are 
now  used  for  those  purposes. 

Parallel  to  the  middle  part  of  tlie  wharf,  upon  the  walls,  is  a  platform,  seventy  ^ 
yards  in  length,  called  the  Ladies'  Line,  from  its  being  much  frequented  in  the 
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Mimnn^r  evenings,  as  on  the  inside  it  is  sliaded  witii  a  row  of  lofty  trees,  aud 
without  affords  a  fine  prospect  of  the  sliipping  and  of  the  boats  passing  and  re- 
passing on  the  river.  The  ascent  to  this  line  is  by  stone  steps,  and,  being  once  upon 
It,  there  is  a  walk  almost  round  the  walls  of  the  ibrtress  without  interruption,  in 
doin"-  which  the  visiter  passes  three  batteries:  the  first  called  the  Devil's  Battery, 
where  there  is  a  platform  on  which  are  mounted  seven  pieces  of  cannon ;  the  next 
is  named  the  Stone  Battery,  and  is  defended  by  eight  pieces  of  cannon;  and  the 
last,  called  the  Wooden  Battery,  is  mounted  with  six  pieces  of  cannon. 

The  wharf,  or  esplanade,  which  is  divided  from  Tower-hill  at  each  end  by 
gates,  is  opened  every  morning  for  the  convenience  of  a  free  intercourse  between 
the  respective  inhabitants  of  the  Tower,  the  City,  and  its  suburbs.  From  tlils 
wharf  is  an  entrance  for  persons  on  foot,  over  the  drawbridge  already  mentioned  ; 
and  also  a  water-gate  under  the  Tower-wall,  commonly  called  the  Traitor's-gate, 
through  which  it  has  been  customary,  for  the  greater  privacy,  to  convey  traitors 
and  other  state  prisoners  by  water  to  and  from  the  Tower ;  the  water  of  the  ditch 
had  here  a  communication  with  the  Thames,  by  means  of  a  stone  bridge  on  the 
wharf.  Over  this  water-gate  is  a  regular  building,  terminated  at  each  end  by  a 
round  tower,  on  which  are  embrasures  for  pointing  cannon. 

The  principal  buildings  are  the  church,  a  small  edifice,  dedicated  to  St.  Peter 
ad  Vincula,  the  White  Tower,  the  Governor's  House,  the  Bloody  Tower,  the 
Offices  of  Ordnance,  of  the  Keepers  of  the  Records,  tlie  Jewel  Office,  the  New 
Spanish  Armoury,  the  New  Horse  Armoury,  the  Grand  Storehouse,  in  which  is 
the  small  armoury,  the  train  of  artillery,  and  the  tent  room ;  the  New  Storehouse, 
wherein  are  three  armouries;  handsome  houses  for  the  chief  .and  inferior  officers; 
the  Mess-house  for  the  officers  of  the  garrison,  and  the  barracks  for  the  soldiers. 
In  addition  to  these,  there  is  a  street  called  the  Mint,  which  includes  nearly  one- 
third  part  of  the  Tower.  The  principal  part  of  the  houses  were  formerly  inhabited 
by  the  officers  employed  in  the  coinage,  but  now  by  the  military  and  various 
persons  employed  in  the  diifercnt  offices. 

The  ravages  of  the  fire  which  occurred  in  this  fortress  a  few  years  since  have 
now  been  repaired,  and  its  ancient  walls  strengthened  and  improved  in  accordance 
with  the  rules  of  fortification  adopted  by  the  best  engineers  of  the  day.  The 
stagnant  moat  which  formerly  encircled  it  has  been  drained  and  converted  into 
•kn  exercise  ground  for  the  soldiers  in  the  garrison. 
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